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A ttorneys in the Chief Counsel’s Offi  ce serve as lawyers for 
the IRS.  Th ey provide guidance to IRS and to taxpayers 
on the correct legal interpretation of the Federal tax laws, 

represent the IRS in litigation, and provide all other legal support 
the IRS needs to carry out its mission.  

 Tables 26 and 27 provide information about the Chief 
Counsel workload in 2007.

Chief Counsel

Internal Revenue Service Data Book, 2007
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Chief Counsel (All Offices):
Total 93,322                91,336                63,326                
Guidance and assistance 14,034                14,103                8,911                
Tax law enforcement and litigation [1] 75,023                73,023                51,899                
Other legal services to the IRS 4,265                4,210                2,516                

Corporate:
Total 716                647                356                
Guidance and assistance 486                449                224                
Tax law enforcement and litigation d                190                126                
Other legal services to the IRS d                8                6                

Criminal Tax: 
Total 6,883                6,818                1,343                
Guidance and assistance 76                68                29                
Tax law enforcement and litigation 6,752                6,691                1,306                
Other legal services to the IRS 55                59                8                

Financial Institutions and Products: 
Total 1,053                922                674                
Guidance and assistance 846                745                536                
Tax law enforcement and litigation 191                154                133                
Other legal services to the IRS 16                23                5                

General Legal Services: 
Total 3,527                3,398                2,003                
Guidance and assistance 44                39                11                
Tax law enforcement and litigation 0                0                0                
Other legal services to the IRS 3,483                3,359                1,992                

Income Tax and Accounting: 
Total 5,565                5,837                3,311                
Guidance and assistance 4,827                5,113                3,065                
Tax law enforcement and litigation 727                707                d                
Other legal services to the IRS 11                17                d                

International:
Total 1,921                2,029                1,859                
Guidance and assistance 1,548                1,618                1,465                
Tax law enforcement and litigation 356                379                377                
Other legal services to the IRS 17                32                17                

Large and Mid-Size Business:
Total 4,460                4,981                5,282                
Guidance and assistance 746                750                1,030                
Tax law enforcement and litigation 3,689                4,208                4,230                
Other legal services to the IRS 25                23                22                

Passthroughs and Special Industries: 
Total 2,079                2,094                992                
Guidance and assistance 1,519                1,488                821                
Tax law enforcement and litigation 542                583                d                
Other legal services to the IRS 18                23                d                

Procedure and Administration: 
Total 4,548                4,098                1,989                
Guidance and assistance 1,442                1,212                626                
Tax law enforcement and litigation 2,627                2,380                943                
Other legal services to the IRS 479                506                420                

Small Business/Self-Employed:
Total 58,468                56,410                42,709                
Guidance and assistance 584                604                288                
Tax law enforcement and litigation 57,755                55,669                42,398                
Other legal services to the IRS 129                137                23                

    Footnotes at end of table.

Table 26.  Chief Counsel Workload:  All Cases, by Office and Type of Case or Activity, Fiscal Year 2007

Cases pending 
September 30, 2007

Cases
closed

Cases
receivedOffice and type of case or activity
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Tax Exempt and Government Entities: 
Total 3,372                3,393                2,677                
Guidance and assistance 1,353                1,471                731                
Tax law enforcement and litigation 1,990                1,899                1,926                
Other legal services to the IRS 29                23                20                

Wage and Investment:
Total 277                284                47                
Guidance and assistance 239                244                26                
Tax law enforcement and litigation d                40                d                
Other legal services to the IRS d                0                d                

Other [2]:
Total 453                425                84                
Guidance and assistance 324                302                59                
Tax law enforcement and litigation 129                123                25                
Other legal services to the IRS 0                0                0                

 d—Not shown to avoid disclosure of information about specific taxpayers.  However, the data are included in the appropriate totals.

[1]  For additional information on tax litigation cases, see Table 27.

[2]  Includes the immediate offices of the Chief Counsel and the Associate Chief Counsel (Finance and Management).

SOURCE:  Chief Counsel, Associate Chief Counsel Finance and Management, Planning and Finance Division  CC:FM:PF

Cases
received

Cases
closed

Cases pending 
September 30, 2007Office and type of case or activity

Table 26.  Chief Counsel Workload:  All Cases, by Office and Type of Case or Activity, Fiscal Year 
2007—Continued



Internal Revenue Service Data Book, 2007

59

(1) (2) (3)

Total cases 32,249               29,437               31,485               

Tax Court cases [1]:

Number of cases 29,063               26,064               29,472               

Tax and penalty in dispute (millions of dollars) 5,538               11,819               21,321               

Tax and penalty on decision (millions of dollars) [2]:

Total N/A               4,345               N/A               

Default or dismissed N/A               326               N/A               

Settled N/A               3,809               N/A               

Tried and decided N/A               210               N/A               

Tax Court cases on appeal (decided or pending): 

Number of cases N/A               N/A               377               

Tax and penalty (decided or pending) cases (millions of dollars) N/A               N/A               1,544               

Refund cases [3]:

Number of cases 315               405               1,318               

Tax in dispute (millions of dollars) 1,382               2,702               8,325               

Tax protected (millions of dollars) [4]:

Total N/A               2,649               N/A               

District Court N/A               2,141               N/A               

Court of Federal Claims N/A               508               N/A               

Refund cases on appeal (decided or pending) [3]: 

Number of cases N/A               N/A               95               

Tax and penalty (decided or pending) cases (millions of dollars) N/A               N/A               687               

Number of nondocketed cases [5] 2,871               2,968               223               

SOURCE:  Chief Counsel, Associate Chief Counsel Finance and Management, Planning and Finance Division  CC:FM:PF

[3]  Refund cases involve taxpayers seeking refunds of claimed overpayments after taxes have been fully paid.  Amounts include taxes and interest.

[4]  “Tax protected” comprises any action taken by the Internal Revenue Service to prevent the release of funds from the U.S. Treasury in response to taxpayer 
efforts to recoup all or part of previously assessed and paid tax.

[5]  Reflects cases in which a court petition has not been filed.

Table 27.  Chief Counsel Workload:  Tax Litigation Cases, by Type of Case, Fiscal Year 2007

N/A—Not applicable.

[1]  Tax Court cases involve a taxpayer contesting the Internal Revenue Service's determination that the taxpayer owes additional tax.  The Tax Court provides
a forum for taxpayer(s) to request a redetermination of the deficiency prior to paying the tax allegedly owed.

[2]  Amounts exclude offsetting overpayments and interest.

Type of case
Cases

received
Cases
closed

Cases pending 
September 30, 2007
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