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PART [
OF IMMEDIATE INTEREST

.
N .

THE BERLIN SITUATION

Soviet Peace Pi'onsal

The USSR's notes of 10 Jan-
uary to the Yestern powers call-
ing for a conference ig varsaw

strate Soviet dosire to nego-
tiate. The USSR wishes to ap-.
pear responsive to Western ob-
Jections to. discussing Berilin
except within the wider frame-
work of *Germany and European

security.. Soviet leaders ap- . .

parently cxpect that.the pro-

posal .t hold a peace. confer-. .

ence will place the-Soviet .. - -

Union in & _position- to exploit ;
growing ‘pressures within.the - ...
¥estern ﬁp'owers-eqspe_ggauy Yest
Germz2py and ‘Britain<-for a gon-. -
eral policy revicw of .problems .

relating to Germzn reunifica-
tioa. S . : .

The draft pcace treaty ap-
pended to the notes elaborztes
the 11 “basic provisions" for
& treaty set forth in the aide-
memoire Nikoyan delivered to
Secretary Dulles on S January,
It is essentially a fornula
for a neutral Germany, with
the. central theme that ¥estern
recognition of two Gernanys
is necessary to aay progress
on & German settlement. It
provides for participation by
both Germanys in the negotia-
tion and signing of a treaty,

If a German confederation should

then exist, it would also be
represented, -

The draft also provides
for the withdrawal of foreign
troops from Germany, a ban on

‘German possession and produc-

tion of nuclear weapons and oth-
er instruments of mass destruc-
tion as well as boabers and sub-
narines, and a-prohibition on
Gernan participation in nili-
tary allisnces directed against
Any of the signatory powers. It
rould bind “Germany” to, suppress
any Kazi organizations. and ac-
tivitieos ag woll 2s any organi-
zations, inc¢luding those of
refugees, hostile to 2ny of the
Allied powers.: ‘A demilitarized
“free city” of Berlin would be
established pending the reuni-
fication of Germany, "~ = -

., . The notes warned again

that -Wogtern ‘refusal to mego- < i°
tiate will not ‘prevent the USSR
Irow."rénouvncing its functions
in Berlin“:and ‘transferring con- o
trol over:Allied: access to Ber-

. 1in to:the East Geruang; “but

failed to mention again the six-
acnth- .- deadline. . MNoscow is -

in a josition to be able to’

hand over® itsg - Quidripértite
functicns 4in Berlin to the East
German. regime at any time.

Koscow probably does not
ezpect a conference to take
place now on these terms., So-
viet leaders &pparently hope,
however, that constant pressure
will eventually produce a break
in the Westorn position on Ger-
many and Eurojean security or
at least will lead to greater®
popular acceptance of the So- o
viet view that rapprochement
between the two German states
is the only solution to the re-
unification problenm,

Fest European Reaction

Chancellor Adenauer called
Or outright rejection of the
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Soviet draft treaty, and the
¥est German press backed up
this demand with sharp criti-
cism of the treaty as dar-anding
a "second surrcnder” of Geruaxrs,
On the question of future nego-
tiations, there was less unanim-
ity in Bonn than elcevwhere.
Wost papers saw a high-level
meeting on Germany taking place
vithin the next few xzoaths. The
Pro-Social Damocratic (spp)
Press and some independent pa-
pors called for negotiations in
the hops of inducing the Soviet
Unioa to modify its “cexirum
dzrsands.” §9D Dzputy Chairman
Vchner warned against flatly

rojecting the Soviet proposals,

Chancallor Adanauer has
tzkon steps to agsuss scrld .
opinion cn Berlin,. V38t Barlin
Xayor Brandt will.undertske a

tour of the Far East and hold .. .
talks with Nehru, «Press.Chieg -
von Fckardt will sound out. opin- .
ion 10 .tha UN en & .pcssible UN
trusteeship for. Berlin, with ..
¥estern troops.acting as UN ... .
exgcutors. A top Foreign Min-
istry official, Hesbert Ditt- -
raan, has also made a hurried
trip to ¥ashiugtcn on Adcnauer's
instructicns. .

Sis of Wikoyan's wide-mcmoire
stressed that the 10 Jaauary
note makes clear the Soviet aim
of neutralizing Germany with-
out reunification. Some of the
French press, however, noted a
nore coanciliatory laaguage,
vhich was felt to indicate Xos-
cow's desire for negotiations.

The British press with near
unanimity coatinues to argue
for "less negative" ¥estern re-

secfT T =+ § ¢

o

revised Rapacki plan. The Man-
chester Guardian observed that
¥an waconstructive Russian ap-
proach is not justification for
an unconstructive Western Teply.®

sponses and discussions of the . !

East Gsrmany = Berlin

Strongly echoing Moscow's
claim that East Germany is a
fully sovereign state, the Ul-
bricht regime now appears to be
laying the groundwork for an
eventual claim that it is the
only legitimate German state,

Its note of 7 January to Moscow
Teiterated that ¥West Berlin ba-
longs to East Germany, The note
further declared that.the East -
Berlin municipal’ authorities are
the "sole rightful organs® for
the whole city.: Premier Grote- "’
¥ohl's tour of the Middle East T
is also designed-to underline -
Fast Geruwan claims ‘to Sovereign- -
ty.  ‘Following Grotcur 11's ‘ninor
Succosses in Cairo-and ‘Baghdad,
he saw Nebru, but appareatly
failed to change India's policy
of nonrecognition of East Ger-
many.

Soviet authorities in Ber-
lin aro continuing to insist tit
American authorities must mow
deal with East Germany on all
questions concerning Anerican
military personnel in East -Ger-
many and East Berlin.

¥While the Soviet Kormand-
atura in East Berlin continues
its normal activitics at Karls-
horst, a Soviet pamphlet, coag
menting on the Soviet note -of
27 November, explicitly stated o
that the Kommandatura would be
closed down and the guard troops
attached to it withdrawn from
the city as part of the Soviet
handover of its functions to
East Germans. Anmerican of- >
ficials note that the USSR is
Teported to be closing down
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