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Assistant Secretary of

State Breckinridge Long
became increasingly
worried about the

possible loss of

diplomatic reporting....
He looked to radio as a

supplemental source of

inteffigence.
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Fl315 in the I )irectorati of Science

and �l eclin( )I( )gy.

lbi. developnicnt of radii) s a

nle;ins ( )f 11.155 COTiiiillifll. atior in

tlic cai lv 20� century soon led to its

exploitation as a \ellicle fur P~>P�

g.tnda. In the period lxt�~ een the

hi�st ~iiid sL�c( md world ~ Irs. tIe

go )\ ernlnents of Rerun. 1., )fldOil.

�viO.sCO\\�. Liri~. Ronie. and ol~ Vo;

all tis.�rl ~ eritimlent Iir;tdc;tstiig

Oi�g.iili/.atiOns to rhsseiiiir.ate oh�

ci;il ~jews in a multitude of

languages ti ) nfl ueflce to )reign

ol)iIiiofl.

lnci�easing glolxil tensions in the

I 90s fueled the i)n)l)u.~anCIa (o)i11�

i)Ctitioll aiiiontg tile (.0)11111 IltliSi

SO >\�iet I nion: I ascist Germ:i n~ and

Italy: :1 rid iranC e, ( reat Unittin and

illijIerialist Jaixin. (;erinatlys short�

\V1 ye t I�~tnsni is�~u )n (apacit v

froni four kilowatts in I 930 to 2f30

kilowatts in 19 tO. France surgcd
froni i.ero to I 23 Liio~ att~ and

(;reat Uritain�s capacity grew fioni

Se\ en to 2- it) k jo )watts.

The airwa~ es c:ackied �. ith a an

et~ of prol_tralils for foreign

(.( insoilliption. I rio r to) t lic

Ansciiloiss. Rerlin put Frtl appeals
to Austnans to cast their lot with

the Reich. lokvos broadcast lan

guages included Fnglislr fc

audiences in North America and

~ here, �lire radio Pro:_ti~I11s at

tiflies resulted in diplomatic r�per�

cussio )ns. London pro >tested the

int�laniniatorv l:ingoi:tge of Roiiics

hiro odcasts in Arabic to) Unitisli ~( )l( )�

nic~ in the Nea: Fast unti the

Anglo�italian a cord of I

hr( iuiu~ht a halt ~o such

Pr> ~~aganda -

As tire (lc\�~�lopiliel1t 0)1 of fensive

)ns led to c( )i I nterlr)easu �es,

so) the rise of radio broadcasting as

a niediuni of pr�opag.uda and psy

chto )logica I wa dare led to) the

(�st:thlislirnel)t of tin )ilit( )ring scr�

ices. lire Uritish Uro odcasti ng

Corporatio�i ( BUC). or example.

began listening to foreign broad

casts shortly after the First World

\X�ar.

Washington Catches On

In corriparison \� itli London. \\ash

mgton \VtS sh)\�.� off the mark in

establishing an official i1lonitorin~

service. Nv 19-il much of the

world \va.s alre:tdv engulfed in war

and the Axis partners were flood�

i fig t lie a ii�\ca\�es. Apart h( nit

:tnl:tteur radio o)per;ttors and such

corporate entu es as t lie CBS Lis

tening Post in San I rancisco,

Americans ~\ crc largely in the dark.

( )ne of tie few sources of ligI it �~ as

the Princeti m listening Center.

launched ifl November 1939 at

�rinceto )n �niversit v with funding
from the Rockefeller Inundation,

the Center was the I �S pi( )neer in

the systematic monitoring, transla�

tiOfl. and analysis i il broadcasts

ruin Berlin. I.o )ndo n, Paris. Rome.

and, to a lesser extent. Moscow.
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Assistant Secretary of State Breckin

ridge Long became increasingly
worried about the possible loss of

diplomatic reporting and other

information if the war caused

American embassies to close. 1 Ic

looked to radio as a supplemental
source of intelligence and turned to

FCC Commissioner James L. Fly for

actt()n. In charge of regulating
domestic radio, the FCC was given
the expanded task of monitoring

foreign broadcasts. The concept.

according to a later article, was to

launch �an official U.S. monitoring

service, to give greater coverage

and more detailed service than was

possible through private radio

chains or the newspapers.�

On 26 February 1941. the FCC

received fLinding to launch the

�Foreign Broadcast Monitoring Ser

vice,� the first name for FBIS. The

service began its monitoring duties

at 316 F Street. NE. On 1 October.

FBIS opened its first bureau out

side Washington�in a farmhouse

at 13005 NE Glissan Street in Port

land, Oregon�to monitor Japanese
broadcasts. On I I)ecember. a

bureau in Kingsville, Texas. went

into operation to track broadcasts

from Latin America. Other bureaus

followed in the course of the war.

As with the Princeton Listening
Center. FBIS began monitoring,

transcribing, translating, reporting,
and analyzing foreign broadcasts.

The service published its first Daily

Repo;1 of translations on 18 Novem

Helena I lu ntington Smith, �It Pa VS to Lis

ten.� (JoIIO�rs, 30 January 19+3. pp ~

�the initiat nionitoring service was renamed

the Foreign Broadcast Intelligence Service� in

1942 and evolved into the Foreign Broadcast

Information Service� in I 96~.

her 1941. Its first analytic report.

released on 6 I)ecember. warned of

Tokyo�s increasingly belligerent
tone. Based on broadcasts from the

previous week, FBIS noted that

�Japanese radio intensifies still fur

ther its defiant, hostile tone: in

contrast to its behavior during ear

lier periods of Pacific tension.

Radio tokyo makes no peace

appeals. Comment on the United

State�s is hitter and increased; it is

broadcast not only to this country.

bitt to 1_atm America and

Southeastern Asia.� The next day,
the Japanese air raid on the US

naval base at Pearl I Tarhor plunged
the� I. nited States into war.

A Fine Collection of �Screwballs�

�I�he fledgling FIllS became respon

sible for pm )viding open-source

intelligence (OSIN�I�) as its part of

the itulit;try and civilian wartime

intelligence effort. The organiza

tion faced nLlmerous challenges in

gearing up. At FBIS headquarters

on F Street, an address described

by staff ii�iembers as �three blocks

from nion Station and three miles

from a decent place to eat,� a sign

in the monitoring room said it all:

�Weve our own Axis to grind.�

PLitting together a radio monitoring

service proved challenging. FillS

needed employees with a variety of

talents to execute its multiple tasks.

�l�he service had to compete with

the military draft and myriad other

government agencies for personnel
to fill managerial, secretarial, and

engineering positions. Analytic and

linguistic slots presented unusual

challenges. �I�here were no college
courses in OSINT in 1941. More

over, finding people to monitor,

transcribe, and translate dozens of

foreign languages was daunting. It

�
FBIS�s first analytic

report, released on

6 December 1941],
warned of Tokyo�s

increasingly beffigerent
tone.... The next day, the

Japanese air raid on the

US naval base at Pearl

Harbor plunged the

United States into war.

,,

First FBIS headquarters in \Vashiiigton. at 316

F Street, N L (CIi\ ph to

FillS. �l�cir~ e�vors of Fine Open Source

Inte�hligence� Since 9-fl A History of the For�

eign Broadcast Intorntat ion Service and Mod

em Open Source� Inteltigence� (brochure�

pcihhislte�d in 199�). FBIS. On the Beam.

2+ I)ecentlx�r 19+2. p 6~ �I�his and other

issues of U,, the Be�am are collected in On

the� Bc�apn: .\�et,wlettc�r ofthc� 1�or+�i,c~,i Broadcast

1nJorcno!io~t .S�?7jct�. /942-1945. which was

1)1 sheet by FBI S in 1991 in celebration of

its 5)1 anniversary.
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was not enough to recruit some

one capable of translating a

German newspaper. FRIS needed

officers able to make sense of the

scratchy broadcasts pulled from the

static: understand the bewildering
mher of mu itary terms, political

slogans, and such: anJ render the

material into pic iper 1 .nglisli. _�vlore�

over. FRIS required c; pable officers

not only for the relatively common

languages of French, German. Ital

ian, and Spanish. but also for such

exotic ones Is Arabic. Burmese,

Chinese, and Japanese. In 1911. no

Asian studies centers existed in the

I nited States.

FI3IS managers rose to the chal

lenge, assembling a ti. am of

talented emph )yecs with diverse

backgrounds. I harold \. Graves, Jr.,

who held a master�s degree in jour�
nahi.sm from U i]iimhi;i l.ini~�ersitv,

joined FRIS as senior idministrator

in March 1941. Graves had directed

the Princeton 1.istenini~ Center.

which was absorbed I y FRIS in

June. Mans� of the analysts were

first-rate academics. Dr. I fans

Speier, an ~migr~ from Germany.
had been conducting research on

German war propagar da under the

aegis of the Rockefeller Founda�

ti( ~n at the New Scho )l for S( )cial

Research in New York Among the

gifted linguists, at the Kingsville

Bureau, a Texas nativ named

Ge rge Chestnut regularly handled

Spanish Portuguese, rench, and

Italian broadcasts. witi i occasional

trrv�t Kr� .ITiII l:in~ Spelt .

(,ir?,zwz Radio

I�ro/~ci~ci,ithi: Reioi1 oil Ito it� BrocukosL~

/)iii�ii/,ti i/i� liar I I.~ntlon~ () <Ii rd I niversi(v

t>res�.. 9�i it. p. ~. tntervk�~~ if lOris speier
hv ~�t~iriin (.ollitis ol RANt) (.orpllraticin.
S April 1985. iv~ ~ ni�rnedi riasrir dde rlipi
p2htinl. t)r Speir.�r ;oint�d (lie RANt) Corpo�
r.Iiion ~if(er lit \v:1r

�
One journalist. .

.found

�the greatest collection of

individualists,
international rolling

stones, and slightly batty

geniuses ever gathered
together in one

organization.�

�9

f~ rays into German :md I )u tch

�.~ hen needed. In \X�ashi ngt( ri I )r.

Habib J. Awad monitored Axis

broadcasts in Arabic. I lindustani.

I�arsi, Turkish. and other languages

of the Near Fast.~ In Portland,

where must of the mc)nit( )rs tack

led Japanese. Bill Pollock

1111 in i t( ) red �I )k ~( ) S hr iadcasts in

French and German, as well as the

Soviet I ;nions Russian broadcasts.

close�shavcn officers of I lie armed

forces~�~in~l the genteel lawyers
f~iiind in large numbers in the

Office of Strategic SeR�ices (OSS)

One journalist reported that the rest

of the orga nization called the 6(1 or

so linguists at FIllS headquarters
the �Screwball I )ivi~h in.� In Wash

ington. she f~und �the greatest

collection )f individualists. intcrn:l�

tional rolling stones, and slightly
batty geniuses ever gathered

together in (Inc organization. he

result ~ as �a unique combination

of newspapermen and Phi,I).s that

gives the listening post its color and

its crackle. Maybe it�s the other

things. too�the hanging of tele

types. the global n;lps on every

wall, the casual kidding in seven

teen foreign languages: the feeling
that sontcthiing big may come over

at any minute,

Obstacles to Recruiting Asian

Staff

Against st i fl� c m pet ta )n frI ~m OSS

at-id militia� intelligence. FIlLS man

aged to build a core of outstanding

linguists with Asian experience. Dr.

Chitoshi Yanaga. wh assumed

direction for all Asian languages in

Washington, had earlier taugl it at

the I �ni�s crsity of� California,

instructed intelligence officers at

the t~S Navy Japanese I.anguage
School. and headed Japanese trans

lation and research at the Office of

War Infot�i�uation (O\X� I), From

1 lawa ii caine Sat )ru Sugi�

Sugimura. a graduate� of the t. �niver�

sity of I law:ui and student at Meiji

I niversity iii Tokyo. An interpreter.

translator at the I nteri< ir

Smith. pp �~�-

hurold N. (�et\es I -tlls photo I

Apparentl~, the 11115 workf( )rcc

stood out in comparison to the

-

Fill�,. Oo the /tiai,y. I .rollr\ 91. ~�

Srtiitli, pp -L +

FIlls. 0,! the /i,�ar,i. I .hnu~iry 9 + i. i�
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I )epartrnent. Sugiiiiura joined Fl~lS

in 1941. First an ate monitor at

Portland. lie later became chiet of

the .1 a pan ese \ It )fl itt )ri ng Sect it )fl (II

FBIS Pacilic Rureau in I lawaii.�

Reate Sirt )ta was another valuable

linguiSt. Born in \ieflna. the daugh

ter of the Russian concert pianist

leo Sir )ta she had ived trt iu the

age of five with her parents in

tokyo. where her father taught at

the Imperial Academ of \lusic.

\Xliik attending \lills 0 tl!ege in

Oakland. she began working as a

FIlls. Hit i/tn /tea,it. 9 Airj1 I�) i~.
�

On

ti~n /~i~i,,i I .\priI 19 i. p \ttnr tite \\at.

I )r Yatt;i~.t t;iui_iht tI �t~II( I i.tit It�ll) ~II1(l

ttil )li~llt.(l liii tti~t~t&�tk Itt/kilt Situ t

\t\\ �tttrk: \ii(,t~t\~ �i ill. I�) i�) I. ~lr)(I /iit~

iiIi~tti(�5i~ ttil(ip(tttcn� I�t~Ii!u�i I \t~

I Li~It1�)~ll( 1 nieinn ~ l�)(tSt,

ap.Inese translator in the suinnier

ol 19�i2 at the CBS Listening I�ost iii

San Francisco. FUIS. which

absorbed the CBS tinit that Septein�

her. v~ as lortunate to employ her

until she graduated in 19-i3 and

transferred to time ( )\Xl
.

\\�liile �s iti I

FUIS. she monitored not ouR

I )r( adc~ ists in .1 i pa nese I Ut a I

those in French. German. and

Ses era! of the editors handling the

Japanese copy were newsmen ~vIio

had been w )rking in Asia \S lIen the

war broke out. had been captured
and incarcerated h\ the apanese.

a nt I later were ret ii med in pris ner

exchanges. \latthew C. Ford�-ks ho

had Wi )rked in Asia ft )r I ~+ years Ii

I nternat it )nal News Service.

l.()ntloils I)ai/1 L\p1c�S.~. and (l~S~

j >ined the i-HIS office in San Fran

cisco) in 1~) m3. following his

repatriation. Raymond C. Phillips.

another editor who landed in San

l:r~ ncisco lollo~s ing Japanese deten�

111)11. hail worked for two radio

news ser\ ices and two radio sta

tions during nine s-ears in China.

isa! id ~ I leek had worked at the

- Ikiti Sirnt.l 1 ;ttriltn. 17�t� thur 11 ~nua,i lit

1/ /~�III~/?i 11(Ils\II k,iIati~It.t ltittrfl.lIlltnaI.

I�)�)1 I/c i~t�lI~�i�/ttii1~i. Piti llila Kappa. \itl.

~ �~ .~ ~iri.i .~ttuIlt. pp u-5 FlIts. Out liii

Ii((tltt. (I C )~ It tltt_-r I�) i.~. I~ ~ l~i_.ili_- Sin 10

l.ilc�l ittrt-~I (;I-Ttc-r.Il \ia( \flItiir~. �.t:utt in

111)11(1 1.1 ~i It. I nrc �I t~_ 1� ti~t ri itttcntzil

itt iti~crC ittt4 l.tttu.~ti.ii.~~- ~_~liaraLlti--itip ~~tal
tit_~IiI~ itt SItttcti itilti tltt. lat).ltlt_.~i_- (~)ti~tlIIi

Itt iii I�) it (It lI-F aItI) ii i~. lit it((IlI)Ic_(i

pin. -~t,c It ilttt \\ I )ittvcr b,tb,nci,n~

/)j-itf 1(1/kill tii li~ I) t,h�t (If It ni/tI ii ni II

\o ~i it r~ \ottntl. 999). pr)- 3(i~-3(t~

�~
4-

U
�

1 ran�~I~tttrti~ r~tiitit ~ lii Iil.ij)~ It! I~tf)~lIi1~c _tttpttl thin-alt it �i >t-tl.trtd. I )nt_~~i itt It.! -\ tI Still
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L1�(�ili?1/.,� Post (111(1 itk�/�CIOT n

Shanghai f)cf( )rc imprisonment by

the I tnese and repatriation. ~

As deniands for OSI\T increased,

FillS needed 10 broaden its recruit�

nient Outside of I La ~caii the

greatest pool of talent for the intel

ligcncc war against Japan resided

I )ch nd ban )ed wire in t lie hastily
built internment camps in the west

ern I nited States. In ate 1912. the

War Relocation Authority (WRA)

Lmplovment I )i visiofl in Washing

ton issued a memo tt the heads of

nine relocation centers informing
them that FillS �.v( iukl he sending
Mary J. Mueller. assistant chief of

the Translation l)ivisi )n. to the

camps to recruit �highly qualified

apanese linguists ��to make rapid.
summary translations of Japanese
radio broadcasts. Successful appli
cants. when cleared by the Army.

~vill he granted exem)tion from

e\�aclLatiofi and statioi�ied at Port-

land, Oregon. ( ;tven the volatile

atm( Isphere in the cai lips, where

man J.tpanese-Amercans were hit

ter over their internfli .~,nt. the WRA

of hcial asked camp ci rectors ��to

anticipate Mrs Muelk n�s visit b

Iprelselecting as man\ qualified and

interested applicants as possible. I

Mueller�s travels \\�est proved no

ordinary recruiting triO. In a letter

written (in 31 l)eceiul icr to I larold

(;ra~ es, she informed him that the

WRA had advised her t( ) delay her

scheduled visit to the Manzanar

Fais. (in I/iC� i/t�wn, I ( ) nlx�i jo ~ ~ 3

0,1/1,1� I/(�a;n. is I �(,�I Cm_try 9i. , 8 (tn 1/Ce

R(�(f,ll. I ~pri~ t�) 41. 6,

I)ioi~ ~(I(kflhil(�, \\I~.\ LlliI~l Vliiellt t)ivi~inn

t(l,�lInr~lndLlnl. IS I )eeenils-r I Vi.?. ~�,.tli(,naI

,,��, md t(e~ r~I~ ACIm ni~tr~tii~ In il&�rc�~tI�

kr \ARA), i/C 262. I.rtir\� S ~. lox 65

�
Outside of Hawaii, the

greatest pooi of talent for

the inteffigence war

against Japan resided

behind barbed wire in

the hastily built

internment camps in the

western United States.

9~

Rc�locatioa Project ��until this week

when t hey expected that the Arms�

\v( mId have c~ iiipletely ~ lcd he

uprising. She also explained ihe

decision to have camp staff quiet lv

nell )mmend applicants, given the

concern that posting ad~ ertise

nients would stir tile pr( )-j Lqonc�se
element aniong the iiite~�ncd to P~t

p~�c~~ re m applicants a id f~ii iii�

lies. In one camp. where a general
strike I iad taken place. .\ I ui I Ic� had

heard that a \\ oman had been

expelled from icr housing hk �ck

ir v( acing pr 1�Atilericar

Sent ulients.

l)il�ficulties (lid not end with the

interviews and testing . .~ccording to

tier records. ,\luieller intci�viewcd

Japanese Americans, gave 100

of them tests, and huitid 22 of them

~ i�ll qualified. Five of the best

applicants accepted icr ( dter

employment. although at least one

\~ as l( 5t tI ) an( ther g~ )vcl�nnlent

agenc) before lie could start

~ oi�k. \iuelle~ recounted the corn�

pet:tioii f ir recruits in tier letter to

G ra \�eS: �I. �nf irtunately. 0 1 mel

Rasiii ussen, wi o I undirsia id is in

.1 ~(t(I1�iI(�l. Ct(_�lll(((~(Ii(IIilll i~l,�(( i_I (1

l.uj)ll1l.�Sl. i.iIllgU.lu. �I��~~t�~,� ~ittil~ii,,�~
.

\ \1(A.

I/C 262 I/r�oord~ (II Ilk� illm(�i�4n Ilriod~�:

lllteIIigl�lleo� �(�rIle i�), i~tiii�~ 53. lO\ 6�i \k�iii

l(r.ll�l(IlIlll �l/(,�(,0t11l1I(,�l1(I~ll jOlt�, Ct l�e�,�,ii Ii�

(lilt�, (Cr ~1 1,111011 ((I I.lp.ll�e~1 �I r,tn�i,i

((Cr, IIncLuie(I. \A II .\ 10 262. I~�it r� 53.

IlOX 65.

charge of tile Army Intelligence

lapa nesi� language inst ructl( rn pn)�

gram at Savage. Minnes( )ta, and

elsewhere, visited all the projects

about six weeks ago and did an

excellent job of cream skimming.
lie has taken lherahlv dozens of the

best pet )ple and left very fe~~�.� She

also noted a reluctance of sonic

applicants t lilt \ e t 1 I~ trtlanch aTid

found, to icr further frustration,

�several capable pe~ iple aiiu nig dii�

lssei. �l�hie lssei. on first generation

of� those ~ ho had conic� to the

I �nited States, were resident aliens

ineligih lc f ~r ernpk lyment. ~\ever�

tlieless, she asked Graves whether

FillS could still hire them, having
heard a rumor that the Ann~� and

\avv language schools were �tak

ing aliens.� She described

drawbacks ~if l�ecting consideration

of sec( md generatu rn Japanese

Americans ( \ isc�i ). i tic! ciding t I iose

educated ii Japan ( Kibei ): ��,\lost

~\isei seem to have cry little

knowledge of Japanese and most

Kihei have e� idently been influ

enced by their \ears of

indoctrination in Japan and are

either afraid or unwilling to v ork

for the American (;~~-c�rnuic�nt.�� -

Compounding tile (lii uiculties ~if

recruiting amil mg Amimentcans resent

hal of� their incarceration, FillS had

to deal ~ itli It. Gen. olin I,. l)e�

\Vitt, \VIlo \vas in chat�ge of� \\�cst

Oxist defense, I )e\\�itt had ( )ver�

seen the removal of� the Japanese

and ~ as reluctant t ) see any ret urn

even thu ~se \v( )nk ing Ion the g n�ern -

n�ient. ,�\s Fi~l~ I )ineep tr Robert I).

I.eigh ex1il;tined in a letter to

I, \iii,,�Ik�r (0 II~Ifl(Id \ (;r,l\e�,,

11 tS,�een�Ilo�r Vi.?, N,-\I/-�e III., 262, (ill�,� Si

ilo~ (15,
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Dr. William Langer. director of OSS

Research and Analysis (R&A). Our

problem is a vexatious one. It is

that of actually ol)taining person

nel who will he approved by
Lieutenant General DeWitt, Corn

n�ianding General of the Western

Defense Command and lourth

Army. and of securing persons ~~�ho

have the practical competence to

perform the very difficult task of

monitoring these bnxidcasts.�

l~venruafly. many FillS Japanese-
American officers went to work in a

bureau in l)enver, established as a

result of DeWitt�s antipathy to Nisei

intelligence officers working on the

coast.

OSINT Proves Its Worth

Despite the recruiting challenges.
ElMS racked up numerous suc

cesses during the war years. �Ihe

service�s several hundred members

were few in comparison to the

large numbers in the military or

such counterpart civilian intelli

gence agencies as OSS and Owl.

Seen in that light, FillS�s achieve

ments in OSINT were all the more

impressive.

FBIS provided a number of ser

vices of common concern, such as

tracking news of Allied prisoners of

war. �l�he service also landed many

�scoops. At the time of Italy�s sur

render in September 1943, FRIS

was oLit ahead of CBS and the rest

of the conimercial pack in report

Rohert 1), I,igh to \Viltiatit 1.. Lunger.
25 \o~emi~�t- 19i2. \ARA. RG 262. thur~ 68.

Box 22

I LilIna I jail. Another Secret Is Out. Orc��

,L501 .Su,iclcii� Journal. PaCifiC I�ciradt� .I!at~a
zinc� ( P( in land ). 21 OcU her I 9i 5

�
FBIS maintained a special
telephone connection to

the White House at the

time, and on

10 September 1943],
when Hitler went on the

air in reaction to Italy�s
surrender, �Eager

listeners on the line were

Prime Minister Churchill,
Gen. Marshall, and Harry

Hopkins.�

9,

ing the reactions of Axis and

neutral radio to the development.
Before the end of the surrender

pr~ )clamatlon by Marshal i�ietro

Iladoglio. FUIS had notified its go~��

ernment clients of the news and

identified the speaker as Uadoglio
himself. FillS maintained a special

telephone connection to the White

I louse at the time, and on 10 Sep
tember. ~ hen 1 litler went on the air

in reaction to Italy�s surrender.

�Eager listeners on the line were

I�rirne Minister Churchill, Gen. Mar

shall, and 1 larry Hopkins.

Ejaculations and remarks of

Churchill could be clearly heard.�

according to the FBIS newsletter, 19

In addition to its I)aill� Report trans

lations. FlItS puhlisl~ed special

reports. Beginning in January 19�i3.

the Analysis Division�s German Sec

tion prepared the (�enircil I�,zii�opean

1?adio Analysi.s.� A Weekly I,,telli

,t~ence Report on ,\�azi I�ropaga~zda.
The report was based on tran

scripts ot German international

short-wave broadcasts and weekly

summaries of German domestic

programs monitored in London,

where FillS maintained a bureau as

part of the global partnership with

the BUG that was formed in

December 1941. �l�he Analysis Divi

sion also covered the war with

Japan through its serial publication
Radio I?epo~�i WI the Far East, first

published on 2�i August 1942,

�l�hese special publications offered a

depth of reporting and analysis
found nowhere else in the United

States. �l�he first issue of Radio

Report ott the Far Fast, for exam

ple. included references and

analysis of broadcasts from Berlin.

Rome. and ]�okvo on the reported
unrest in India, which was part of

the Japanese campaign of psycho

logical �~ arfare to subvert British

rule in South Asia,

F RI 5. (Ii, the /3c�aui
.

I Oetol )c�r 19i 3. p I

FlIts. Radio Rc�/xol nit i/ic� Pa� East. Nc~ I

2i AlIglI�,r Id) ;2. p. R2. \ARA. BC 262, Entry

3�. Box I

�~ neadqua rlc�rs In )tit 1942- 19�4
�

at 1,24 K

Street. ~\\�. in \\asltington (CIA pItoto)
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Apart from illonitoring propaganda
lines, FillS delivered intelligence on

distaflt developments. Towards the

wars end, FillS reported the Impe
rial Japanese Na~y�s spokesman for

the Cluna Seas Fleet lx)asting. in a

28 May I 915 broadcast from Shang
hai, that apan was placing stay-

behind guerrillas on strategic
islands throughout the soLlthwest

l�acific so that �when the time

comes for our major counter-offen

sive to he initiated we will find

a... force out in the expanse of the

wide Pacific Ocean waiting to

receive us and to cooperate with

us.� In fact, S forces had to flush

out such stay-hehinds for many

months after the sLirrender in the

Pacific. One of them. Lieutenant

I hiroo Onoda. remained at large
until he left the jungles of the Phil

ippines to return to Japan in 1974.

FillS also relayed technical details

that came over the air. A Japanese
broadcast from Singapore on

31 May 1945 to the United States

laid out the mechanical workings of

the Japanese balloon bombs that

had been floating across the Pacific

Ocean to explode in the western

half of North America. According to

the radio, a barometric device

would automatically release an

attached sandbag each time the bal

loon fell to a certain altitude. Once

the balloon had reached the conti

nent after 80 to 120 hours and the

fast sandbag had fallen, the device

would drop its payload. On 7 June,

a Japanese propaganda broadcast

to North America said that, in

Washington the Army disclosed

FOE an aecount of Imperial Japan�s ��last so!�

(lICE. SIC llii�uo Onoda Vu S,ipre,zth�r .tI~�

7hui~�- Year tt�~ir (New York Kodanslia Inter

national. 197-i),

yesterday that Japanese bomb bal

loons have fallen in Michigan in the

past few months Previously bal

loon horIlh5 reportedly killed

several persons. damaging wide

areas throughout the western

states.

High Praise

IBIS received frequent praise and

requests for expanded service. ]�he

State Department�s I3reckinridge

l.ong. godfather� of FillS.

congratulated FCC Chairman Fly in

a letter of It) September 191

I nan! to express fly apprecia

liv! o/lhe u�o,�k the radio

mo,iitvrin,d~ unit is doi;i,~ under

the FCC..
.

As ~oii knoii�, the

nionitonhl,ç� st�stem has bet�;, one

of mi pet ideas for yea ;~

01111 opinion is it s a n1OS! ia/li

able addition to our/orei,g;i

intellii~�ence. I want to,ç�u�e, vii my

pall, every eicoii ra,~�e,nent I can

to the conti;izini,~ success of the

excellent work jon are doin,~.

Nelson A. Rockefeller. Coordinator of

inter-American Affairs in the Execu

tive Office of President Roosevelt.

wrote Fly on 29 July 1942 that. �We

have been able thus far to make

good use of the material provided by

teletype from the Kingsville Field

Bureau of the Monitoring Service of

your Commission. Rockefeller was

writing to request a greater volume

of verbatim transcripts for use in

IRIS. Radio Repori vu ibe Far Eo.c!, No �S.

15 June 1945. pp. 1110-It. NARA. RC 262.

Fntrv 34, Box 3.

Breckinridge Long to attics L liv. 10 Sep
t&�ioher 1941, NARA. RG 262. Fntrv 66. Box

20,

generating propaganda to pn )mote

hemispheric solidarity during the

�.\ ar

Senior military officials also wrote

letters of appreciation. Secretar of

\X�ar I lenry Stimson noted in a let

ter of 6 August 1941 to FCC

Chairman Fly that the Special Study

Group in the Military Intelligence
Division of the War Department

was a regular recipient of the .cpot
Bulletin series. Stimson concluded

that. �This service is greatly

appreciated and is a valuable con

tribut ion to War Department
information.� less than a no )nth

after Pearl 1 larbor, Brig. Gen. Ray�

immd F. Lee, then the acting

assistant chief of staff. G-2.

recorded his own appreciation, not

ing that. �For many months this

service has made available to us. in

digest form, a general picture of

what propaganda was being hroad

cast to the world from the Axis

countries and England. In addition

to propaganda, information is

sometimes contained in these

broadcasts which serve as a check

on iniormation received from other

sources and in this way have

increased the value of

this service.�

Working Closely with OSS

Among civilian intelligence agen
cies, FillS perhaps worked most

closely ~ ith OSS. �l�heir i�elation

ship began before the war. In his

September 19�il letter of

Ne�ls n ..\ Rockek�lier to James L Fly.

2�) July t9i2, NARA. KG 262. Yntrv 68.

lbs 22.

Rayittotid l~ lee to James L. liv. 26 l)ecem

her 1�) ii. NAIL-\. KG 262. l-:nti~- 66, Box 20.
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appreciation, long hid advised Fly

to work with 055, pi )intiflg OUt

thit, � EFBISI has a ~-�~ unterpart ifl

the organizati( )n o~ \\�hich .�vlr.

I )( )flO�, an is tile head and I assume

hat the ink)rmal i( n which you get

is made instantly available to some

of his people so that the habit will

be established f ~r them to be able

to c( )unteract tie effect of some of

the things which you will

discover. 2)

OSS f iind OSIN1� in valuable, Dr.

Charles B. Fah, acting chief of the

Far Eastern Section of 055, wrote

on 13 August 1942 t( C FBIS Director

R( )I)ert I). Leigh that, �The Far East

ern Section of the Office of

Strategic Ser~�ices ha~ found the var

ous reports of the 14 )reign
Broadcast Intelligence Ser~�ice of

the Federal Conuuunications Com

mission indispensabl.~ in our work.

Monitored Japanese broadcasts

offer the most extensive single
source available for i nh )rmation on

developments since I )ecember 8.

1941 in Japan and ti ie territories

she has occupied. MC )nitored Clii

nese broadcasts are iniporlant

indications of thougl it and morale

in Free China.� Dr. Fib concluded

by re(Juesting expanded coverage

of Japanese broadcasts. Later that

year, OSS R&A Director William I).

hanger wrote l.eigh t �iat, Without

the monitoring ser~�ice of the Fed

eral (a )mn1unication~ Commission,

our knowledge of current events in

Japan would he meager, and the

fact that we would like more of a

good thing does not imply any lack

of appreciation of what we are now

receiving. I can speak only for our

selves. but I am sure that there are

trC.�(.�ki nridgt,� 1.1 ng to J nc~ L. Fly. 0/) C~L

�
Three employees from

FBIS were among the

dozens of civil servants

that Congressman Dies

accused of �un-American

beliefs.�

9,

other agencies in ~�~ishington
whose members feel as we do.�

Even OSS Director \Villian�i \Vild

Bill�� I )onovan took the rue to

�rite regarding the value (CI OSIN�l�:

We hai�e. as von knoii�. beeii

~ing /~�o,n the PB/S Iran -

.ccri�pt.c of both the Japanese s/:u,ii

ii�cii�e h,�oiic/cti.ct.s� he(flhiL�(l at this

Coiint~-�~� ciiid. (It .ciich I/flies

(Iil)�i)l/,� the teams tbet� Can be

/,ieard, sta,u/ard /cipa;lese bi�oacl

casi.c nitended/o;� ho/ill!

consumplion. Ihese trnnsc~�ipts

are of pallecli/ar interest a;id

ia/tie in that the~� indicate the

th/jere~ztJapaiiese pi�opagaiida
lines and ojien. thong/i peri)ap.c

uni,Itentio,ia//v. thet� contain

intelligence u�hich when coin

bineci u �ith niciterial/�~�oin other

sources contributes siibsiaiit ia//v

to the political (Intl economic

i;ite/li,sgeiice non� az�ai/ah/e on

Japan. �?~�)

Running into Partisan Politics

While contributing to the war effort

against the Axis, FBIS had to

counter attacks from enemies of

President Roosevelt�s New Deal on

Capitol I fill. As a divisu)n of the

\\�illi~iiii I. l.aitger 1(1 Roheri I), l.eiuh.
16 \ov&�iiilx�r h)-i2, NARA. RO 262, l CCII�, 65,

liO\ 22

I )OF1U\�~ifl I)) leigh. op. cii,

FCC. FRIS became entangled in a

hitter dispute between I�(i Direc

tor Fly and Representative Eugene

Cox of ;eorgia. Fly, heading the

ci )mmission interested in curbing
the nu)nopol isti(.,� tel ivities of CBS,

NBC. and the National Association

of Broadcasters, locked horns with

Cox and other congressmen who

were more comfortal le with

mon( )polv capitalism than with fed

eral regulatory zeal. Cox called liv

the �most dangerous man in

Washington� for seeking to regu

late big radh ~�
2�)

The congressman launched hear

ings against the FCC in JanuHy

1943 for suspected abuse of its reg

ulatory powem�s I he dragged j:~5

into the spotlight as well, charging
the 5ervice with being a glorified
news agency that provided noth

ing of value to the rnilitai�y. �l�lie

hearings ended with a whimper on

2 January 1915, and the Cox-I,ea

Committee concluded that, �( )bvi -

ously. the LS. could not conduct

an intelligent program for counter

acting enemy pu )paganda without

a reasonably accurate knowledge of

that propaganda. Monitoring of for

eign broadcasts is the only way in

~vhiichi such knowledge can be

obtained fully and promptly. And it

was perfectly natural and logical
that the 0 )nlmunicat ions Commis

sion was selected to do this job. ~

The other thorn in the side of FBI S

was Representative Martin Dies of

Texas. less interested in crafting

legislat iOfl than chasing publicity,

Andie tuclier. �The I itiuliin~. (oinno,o,ion,�

,t/c�dic~ ,�,jj((IjC /0)1 ,�,ial, 5)rj ng Sit 1)11)111 I�)�)H

I l�rec_�di�iit inritin: \�v�,ishiii~Ion, 1)1..)

\v�,v�,�, fRed�, iinti,i urn irg)

i-IllS. ( ),z II))� lie�,!?)) �1111)01.) i�, I�) �C. p 3-
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Dies poured his efforts into charg

ing civil seivants with disloyalty.

Strongly opposed to the Roosevelt

Administration, he denounced

those executing the president�s poi
icies as �New Deal Communists.�

lie became the first chairman of the

House Un-American Activities Com

mittee (1IUAC) in 1938°

Three employees from FBIS were

among the dozens of civil servants

that Congressman I)ies accused of

�un-American beliefs.� One of the

targets was Dr. Goodwin B. Wat

son. chief of the FBIS Analysis
Division, a prolific author on edu

cation and public opinion and one

of the two creators of central Euro

pean Radio Analysts.~2 Another

target was Dr. Frederick Schu

mann, an authority on the Soviet

Union and Nazi Germany who had

left Williams College in October

1942 to join the Analysis Division�s

German Section.3~ The third. Will

iam E. Dodd, Jr., was a member of

the Report Section.

Dies might have directed his wrath

against FB1S because the organiza
tion had drawn attention to the fact

that the congressman�s public

�1 )avid Brinkley, Washiugtotz Goes to War

(New York: Knopf�. 1988). pp. 17. 199.

FBIS. On the l3ea,n. 15 February 1943. p. 8.

Dr. Watson�s works heture the war included

Orient anti Occident. A Prc�liminar~� Sizid~� of

Opinions citid Attitudes ofAmericans l?cgard

i?t,i( OrU�?it(il /�eoples ((rid Questions (1921).

submitted to it te Instil ito of Pacific Relations.

and Education and Social Welfare in Mexico

(1940). a report prepared for ttit� Council of

Pan American Dentocrat�v

EBIS. On the Beam. 5 November 1912. p. 3.

Dr Schumann�s publications included Hitler

and the ,Vaz, Dictatorship. A Studi� in Social

l�athoiogt� attn the Politics of Fascism (I.on

dun: Hale. 1936) and L�urope on the Etc 77.,e

(�rises o,ffltplomaci�. 1933-1939(Nesv York:

Knopf. 939).

pronouncements were meeting
with high approval in Nazi Ger

many. Vice President Henry

\Vallace had criticized Dies for his

remarks, saying that the doubts

and anger which statements of Mr.

Dies tend to arouse in the public
mind might as well come from

Goebbels himself as far as their

practical effect is concerned.�

�Ihe FCC stood behind its employ
ees pilloried before the l)ies

committee and the house Appro

priations committee. The FBIS

newsletter of 15 February 1943

printed a defense of the three.

describing the material presented as

�in error.�

In the cases of Watson. Schii

mann, and 1)odd, in FRIS, they

were intervention ists dii ring the

period of the 3O~c and were

extremely active in trk�ing to

arouse theirfrilow citizens to the

dangers offascism. In so doing,

they tended to approve of thefor

dpi policies �RI� all European

con n tries which themselves were

strongly anti-fascist. 7 7~is includes

the Spanish Loyalists and the Rus

sians up to the time of the

(,�erman-Russian Pact. The tern

pora �T defoction of Russia tou.�a rd

the ~Vazis was strongly con

denined by these three persons. In

general. there u�ould seem to he

no great d~/ficulty itt disproving
the accusations thus made, as the

activities of the Ff3/S are matters

ofpublic record. ~

Michael Savers and Albert Kahn ahota~c�,�
�/�he Secret WarA,c~ainst America (New York:

Harper and Sons. l9~i2). p 248.

Fh)tS. On the Beam. IS February 1943. ti 3~

I)espite the efforts of the FCC to

defend the three men, Dies suc

ceeded in driving them from

government seivice. Schumann

returned to Williams College. FBIS

had intended to keep Watson and

Dodd on board, hut tile I louse

took further steps. In a move later

ruled unconstitutional by the

Supreme Court (United States v.

Loz�ett, 1946), the I louse Appropria
tions Committee acted, under

Section 301 of the urgent Defi

ciencv Appropriation Act of 1943,

to halt all compensation for the two

Fl-MS employees and for

Robert Morse I.ovett of tile interior

Department after 15 November

1913. Based solely on the accusa

tions of Dies, the committee had

besmirched the reputation of, and

barred permanently from federal

service, two well-regarded FBIS

staffers.

Another thunderbolt soon struck

the service. Fl-MS Director Leigh
announced in the newsletter of

15 February 1944 that the House

Appropriations Committee was

eliminating 30 percent of the ser

vice�s budget from July onward.

Noting that the committee had

given no reason, Leigh bitterly
wrote that. ��l�he obvious conclu

sion is that the proposed cut relates

~� FIfIS. Ott the Beam. IS I:ebruirv 1943. p 2:

On tifl� flea in. 1 Jan ua rv 19- ci, p. �i. For an

explanation of 1 �nited States v. oven. 328

IS. 31(3 (t9-i6) (I �nited State.s Supreme
Coon). see tie Legal Inforittation Institute of

Cornell Las~ School at: bttp se 5555 .law.cor

nell.edu The Supreme Court concluded:

our Constitution and Bill of Rights
were 55 linen, our ancestors tad ample rca

si in to km w that legislative trials and punish
nit-Ills were too dangerous it) liberty to exist

in tlt e nati in of free men t hey envisit med
-

so I he~ pn)scribed hit Is of attainder. Sec

tion 3(14 is Olle.
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to the opposition on the part of

Representative Cox to FCC k)r rea

sons well known and to] the

Dodd-Watson case.� Dr. Leigh

resigned that surnme. Writing in

the newsletter of his pride at how

FillS had faced its in luisitors, he

adn~ittcd how discoi Iraging� the

affair had been. lie wryly added,

�Hut Congressional investigations,

as welt as monitorin~., the Axis, are

an inevitable part of a democracy at

\var.~:

�he fall of the budg~ ax brought
cries of alarm from tI e intelligence

community. OSS R&A Director

Langer wrote on 22 April 1944 to

FRIS Director Leigh:

,Speakiii,i~ for the iii ~merol1.S work -

er~� in the R&�earch and Analysi.c

/1,-cinch. I .shou d lii..�,e to express

IBIs. (5, lix� Bean,. I 5 F bruarv I 91-i. ~ 9.

(5, the Bean,. �~ July 19+. ~i .3.

our regret (liar recent develop
meilts hate led to a curtailment

of the output of the loreign

Broadcast Intelligence Service.

Yourgroup�s contribution to our

work htis heeii 0/sUCh value that

the present situation has called

forth exprrts.cioils 0/a), iCefli from

many of the analysts on the R1�A

.ctct/f

FB!,V reports provide Complete ci, id

authoritative sionmaries of cur

rent news developments, This

promnpi coveragc�fiirmi ishes a

wealth of relcuii�elv detailed infur
ination on the areas under study

by our various .cections.

Eu rthermore. our entire I�olitical

Subdivision has come to rely

uiJ)on your reports to supply

imnpomlaiit evidence ~fenemy pro�

pagaiuda limies as they appear iii

the hroadcci.cts ojAxis and ~Ixis

controlled radio statio m vs.

�/hrouigh these stations it ispossi

ble to cliscermu the most inupo/icint

and persistent directions o/

eneni y psychological ii �arfa ic. Of

comparable imnportaiice to its i.s

the opportunity to study the reac

tions o/ neutral nations and our

Allies as expressed by radio.

In sencliizg you this expression of

disappointment at the meclucliomi

in 1-BJS output, I u�ish particli

larl).� to include with it a .cincem�e

hope that,f�iture decisions mna~�

e;npou.�er�t�oii a,udyourstafjto
meslime to theirfull extent the

activities which bate proven so

much to the benefit (?Iour

orgamuuzation. �~

\Villiani I.. I.anger to Robert I) Leigh.
22 April 194-4. \AKA. RG 262. 9~ti�y 65.

Box 22

At War�s End

With the Axis defeated, LS leaders

dismantled in a matter of months

the military and civilian intelli

gence structure built up over four

years. The American public.

euphoric at the moment of victory.

demanded that its boys come

marching home immediately. With

the Axis in ashes, people were

ready to forget the world once

more. OSS was disbanded in Sep
tember 194S. the month that lapan

signed the instruments of surren

der. On 1~ August, FIllS had

monitored Emperor 1-hirohitos

announcement that Japan would

surrender. I-our months later, on

4 December, the last Daily Report

appeared. The FCC terminated FillS

the following day. Thus ended the

wartime service of Washingtons

premier 051 NI� organization.

In January 1946. the War Depart

ment�s Military Intelligence Division

took the baton from the FCC and

assumed ownership of FillS. The

first issue of the new Daily I?eport

was published that same month.

FBI S. Do i/i� Repo?i, I� reign Radio Br, o( I -

(-asic, tar Eastern Section. 3 tanuar~� 946.

NARA. RG 2(2, Entry 25. Box I.

Robert t). t.eigh. I-BIs t)irectcr during war

tinil� battles with (:oogres.s ((;IA photo)
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