NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION

Diana Hynek 07/14/2003
Departmental Paperwork Clearance Officer
Office of the Chief Information Officer

14th and Constitution Ave. NW.

Room 6625

Washington, DC 20230

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has
taken the following action on your request for approval
of a new information collection received on 05/20/2003.

TITLE: Gulf of Mexico Red Snapper Individual Fishing
Quota Referendum Data Collection

AGENCY FORM NUMBER(S): None
ACTION : APPROVED WITHOUT CHANGE

OMB NO.: 0648-0477
EXPIRATION DATE: 07/31/2006

BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS COSTS($,000)
Previous 0 0 0
New 412 102 0
Difference 412 102 0

Program Change 102 0
Adjustment 0 0

TERMS OF CLEARANCE: None

OMB Authorizing Official Title

Donald R. Arbuckle Deputy Administrator, Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs




PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any
additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b. [ 1] None

DOC/NOAA/NMFS/SER a. 0648 .
3. Type of information collection (check one) 4. Type of review requested (check one)

a. [l 1] Regular submission
a. [ 1] New Collection b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
o ) C. Delegated
b.[ ] Revision of a currently approved collection
c.[ ] Extension of a currently approved collection 5. Small entities
. ) . Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on
d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved a substantial number of small entities? [ ] Yes [ 1]No

collection for which approval has expired

e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved

collection for which approval has expired 6. Requested expiration date

f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number a. [| 1] Three years from approval date b.[ ] Other Specify:__/

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

7. Title Gulf of Mexico Red Snapper Individual Fishing Quota Referendum Data Collection

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)

9. Keywords fishing, fishing vessels'

10. Abstract

NOAA Fisheries needs this data collection to properly implement the referendum procedures specified in the Magnuson-Stev
Fishery Conservation and Management Act (Act). The Act provides that on or after October 1, 2000, the Gulf of Mexico Fishi
Management Council may prepare and submit a fishery management plan, plan amendment, or regulation for the Gulf of Me:
commercial red snapper fishery that creates an individual fishing quota (IFQ) program or that authorizes the consolidation of
permits, or endorsements that result in different trip limits for vessels in the same class. These actions can only take place il
preparation of such plan, amendment, or regulation is approved in a referendum, and only if the submission to the Secretary
plan, amendment, or regulation is approved in a subsequent referendum.

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x") 12. Obligation to respond (check one)
a. _X_Individuals or households d.____ Farms a. [I 1] Voluntary
b. _P_ Business or other for-profite. ___ Federal Government b.[ ] Required to obtain or retain benefits
c. ____ Not-for-profit institutions  f. ____ State, Local or Tribal Government c.[ ]Mandatory
13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden 14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of
a. Number of respondents 200 dollars)
b. Total annual responses 412 a. Total annualized capital/startup costs 0
1. Percentage of these responses b. Total annual costs (O&M) 0
i 0,
collected electronically 0 % c. Total annualized cost requested 0
c. Total annual hours requested 102 . 0
. 0 d. Current OMB inventory
d. Current OMB inventory 0

102 e. Difference
f. Explanation of difference

e. Difference
f. Explanation of difference

1. Program change 102 1. Program change
2. Adjustment 2. Adjustment
15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all 16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)
others that apply with "X") a. [ ] Recordkeeping b.[ ] Third party disclosure
a. ___ Application for benefits e. E Program planning or management c. [ ] Reporting
b. __ Program evaluation L Research . 1.[ 1] On occasion 2. ]Weekly 3.[ ] Monthly
c.__ Gen_eral purpose statistics g._X_Regulatory or compliance 4.[ ] Quarterly 5. ]Semi-annually 6.[ ]Annually
d. __ Audit 7.[ ]Biennially  8.[ ]Other (describe)
17. Statistical methods 18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
Does this information collection employ statistical methods the content of this submission)

Y N
[ 1Yes [OINo Name: Robert Sadler

Phone: 727-570-5326

OMB 83-| 10/95



19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
() It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I

10/95




Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,
head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)

Signature Date
signed by John Oliver 5/02/2003
Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer
Signature Date
signed by Richard Roberts 05/02/2003

10/95



SUPPORTING STATEMENT
GULF OF MEXICO RED SNAPPER
INDIVIDUAL FISHING QUOTA REFERENDUM
DATA COLLECTION

A. JUSTIFICATION

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

The legislative authority to collect data from the various sectors of the economy that harvest
marine resources in the exclusive economic zone is the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation
and Management Act ( Act). Under this authority the Secretary of Commerce needs to properly
implement the referendum procedures specified in Section 407(c) of the Act (U.S.C. 1801 et
seq.). The Act provides that on or after October 1, 2000, the Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council (Council) may prepare and submit a fishery management plan, plan
amendment, or regulation for the Gulf of Mexico commercial red snapper fishery that creates an
individual fishing quota (IFQ) program or that authorizes the consolidation of licenses, permits,
or endorsements that result in different trip limits for vessels in the same class. These actions
can only take place if the preparation of such plan, amendment, or regulation is approved in a
referendum, and only if the submission to the Secretary of such plan, amendment, or regulation
is approved in a subsequent referendum. Only a person who held an annual vessel permit with a
red snapper endorsement for such permit on September 1, 1996 (or any person to whom such
permit with such endorsement was transferred after such date) and vessel captains who harvested
red snapper in a commercial fishery using such endorsement in each red snapper fishing season
occurring between January 1, 1993, and such date (i.e., September 1, 1996) may vote in the
referendums.

2. Explain how. by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be

used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support

information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.

The Secretary will use the data as needed to properly conduct these referendums. The Secretary
has sufficient data, collected under OMB approval 0648-0205, needed to contact persons who
held an annual vessel permit with a red snapper endorsement for such permit on September 1,
1996 (or any person to whom such permit with such endorsement was transferred after such
date). However, the Secretary does not have such data on the vessel captains who harvested red
snapper in a commercial fishery using such endorsement in each specified fishing season.
Therefore, the Secretary will use several communication methods to attempt to identify such
captains and make them aware of the referendum procedures. One possible communication
method that involves data collection would be a request for detailed information from persons
with a vessel permit with a red snapper endorsement, regarding vessel captains who harvested
red snapper using such endorsement in each specified fishing season.



Prior to each referendum, the Secretary, in consultation with the Council, will (a) identify and
notify all such persons holding permits with red snapper endorsements and all such vessel
captains; and (b) make available to all such persons and vessel captains information about the
schedule, procedures, and eligibility requirements for the referendum and the proposed IFQ
program.

The exact details of the schedule, procedures, and eligibility requirements are unknown at this
time, but will be determined via the Council process prior to the second referendum. The IFQ
program is expected to utilize percentage shares of the annual commercial quota, which equate
to an IFQ based on each participant's share. Submission of the paper questionnaires is voluntary.

It is anticipated that the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to
support publicly disseminated information. As explained in the preceding paragraphs, the
information gathered has utility. NOAA Fisheries will retain control over the information and
safeguard it from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA
standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information. See response #10 of this
Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy. The information
collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality guidelines. Prior
to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures and a
pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554.

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of
information technology.

The Southeast Region currently has no resource or technological capability for electronic (i.e.,
Web site) collection of this data. This capability cannot be accomplished in the Southeast
Region without significant changes to data collection processes, which are impracticable in the
short time frame needed to properly conduct the referendum as requested by the Council.

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.

NOAA Fisheries is confident that it is aware of similar collections if they exist. The information
proposed to be collected is not being collected elsewhere; therefore, this data collection would
not cause duplication.

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden.

Because all respondents are considered small businesses, separate requirements based on size of
business have not been developed. Only the minimum data to meet the current and future needs
of NOAA Fisheries' fisheries management are requested under this collection.



6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

If the collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently, the Secretary cannot properly
implement the referendum procedures specified in Section 407(c) of the Act. This would, in
turn, prevent proper management of the red snapper fishery as intended by the Council.

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.

There are no special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a manner
inconsistent with OMB guidelines.

8. Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the

information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments received
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those

comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and

recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be

recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A Federal Register Notice (copy attached) solicited public comment on this data collection.
No comments were received.

All aspects of this data collection program were considered by the Council. Furthermore,
comments and suggestions from fishermen are routinely submitted, reviewed, and considered as
part of the Council process. Experience with this process, provides a continual feedback
mechanism to NOAA Fisheries on issues and concerns to the respondents. The IFQ concept did
not raise an unusual amount of controversy during the Council development process. There are
no major problems that have not been resolved.

9. Explain any decisions to provide pavments or gifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

There are no payments or other remunerations to respondents.

10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.

All data that are submitted are treated as confidential in accordance with NOAA Administrative
Order 216-100.



11. Provide additional justification for anv questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual

behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered
private.

No questions of a sensitive nature are asked.

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

The estimated number of respondents is 200. The number of responses is 200 for the initial
referendum on preparation; 200 for the subsequent referendum; and 12 for an information
request regarding vessel captains. The estimated time per response is 10 minutes for a response
to an initial referendum on preparation; 20 minutes for a response to a subsequent referendum;
and 10 minutes per response for any information request regarding vessel captains. The
estimated total annual burden hours, therefore, is 102.

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection.

No fee is charged for each response submitted. However, the public pays mailing costs for the
various responses. Those mailing costs are estimated at $.37 average per each of the 412
responses. Therefore, the estimated total annual cost to the public is $152.

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

The administrative costs for the data collection are paid by the fishermen. As a result, there is no
cost to the Federal government.

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or
14 of the OMB 83-I.

The changes in burden hours and costs are program changes resulting from the referendum
procedures.

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

The results from this collection are not planned for statistical publication.

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

The OMB number will be displayed.



18. Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the OMB
83-1.

There are no exemptions to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of OMB 83-1.
B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

The collection does not employ statistical methods at present.
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- STATUTE-
(a) I ndependent peer review
(1) Wthin 30 days of QOctober 11, 1996, the Secretary shal
initiate an i ndependent peer review to eval uate -

(A) the accuracy and adequacy of fishery statistics used by the
Secretary for the red snapper fishery in the GQulf of Mexico to
account for all commercial, recreational, and charter fishing
harvests and fishing effort on the stock;
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and nodel s used by the Secretary to assess the status and trends
of the Gulf of Mexico red snapper stock and as the basis for the

fishery managenent plan for the Gulf of Mexico red snapper
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fishery;

(C the appropriateness and adequacy of the nanagenent neasures
in the fishery managenent plan for red snapper in the Gulf of

Mexi co for conserving and managi ng the red snapper fishery under

this chapter; and

(D) the costs and benefits of all reasonable alternatives to an

I ndi vidual fishing quota programfor the red snapper fishery in

the Gul f of Mexico.

(2) The Secretary shall ensure that commercial, recreational, and
charter fishernen in the red snapper fishery in the Gulf of Mexico
are provided an opportunity to -

(A) participate in the peer review under this subsection; and

(B) provide information to the Secretary concerning the review
of fishery statistics under this subsection w thout being subject
to penalty under this chapter or other applicable |law for any
past violation of a requirenent to report such information to the

Secretary.

(3) The Secretary shall submt a detailed witten report on the
findings of the peer review conducted under this subsection to the
@l f Council no later than one year after COctober 11, 1996.

(b) Prohibition

In addition to the restrictions under section 1853(d)(1)(A) of

this title, the Gulf Council may not, prior to Cctober 1, 2002,

undertake or continue the preparation of any fishery nmanagenent



U.S. Code

pl an, plan anendnent or regulation under this chapter for the Gulf
of Mexico commercial red snapper fishery that creates an individual
fishing quota programor that authorizes the consolidation of
licenses, permts, or endorsenents that result in different trip
limts for vessels in the sanme cl ass.

(c) Referendum

(1) On or after COctober 1, 2002, the Gulf Council may prepare and
submt a fishery managenent plan, plan anendnent, or regul ation for
the Gulf of Mexico commercial red snapper fishery that creates an
i ndi vidual fishing quota programor that authorizes the
consolidation of licenses, permts, or endorsenents that result in
different trip limts for vessels in the sane class, only if the
preparation of such plan, anendnent, or regulation is approved in a
r ef erendum conduct ed under paragraph (2) and only if the subm ssion
to the Secretary of such plan, anendnent, or regulation is approved
i n a subsequent referendum conducted under paragraph (2).

(2) The Secretary, at the request of the Gulf Council, shal
conduct referenduns under this subsection. Only a person who held
an annual vessel permt with a red snapper endorsenent for such
permt on Septenber 1, 1996 (or any person to whom such permt with
such endorsenent was transferred after such date) and vessel
captai ns who harvested red snapper in a comrercial fishery using
such endorsenent in each red snapper fishing season occurring
bet ween January 1, 1993, and such date may vote in a referendum

under this subsection. The referendum shall be decided by a


rroberts
(c) Referendum
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majority of the votes cast. The Secretary shall develop a fornul a
to wei gh votes based on the proportional harvest under each such
permt and endorsenent and by each such captain in the fishery
bet ween January 1, 1993, and Septenber 1, 1996. Prior to each
referendum the Secretary, in consultation with the Council, shal
(A) identify and notify all such persons holding permts with
red snapper endorsenents and all such vessel captains; and
(B) make available to all such persons and vessel captains
I nformati on about the schedule, procedures, and eligibility
requi renents for the referendum and the proposed indivi dual
fishing quota program
(d) Catch linmts

Any fishery managenent plan, plan anmendnent, or regulation
submtted by the Gulf Council for the red snapper fishery after
Cctober 11, 1996, shall contain conservation and nmanagenent
nmeasures that -

(1) establish separate quotas for recreational fishing (which,
for the purposes of this subsection shall include charter
fishing) and comrercial fishing that, when reached, result in a
prohi bition on the retention of fish caught during recreational
fishing and commercial fishing, respectively, for the remai nder
of the fishing year; and

(2) ensure that such quotas reflect allocations anong such



U.S. Code

sectors and do not reflect any harvests in excess of such

al | ocati ons.

- SOURCE-

(Pub. L. 94-265, title IV, Sec. 407, as added Pub. L. 104-297,

title I'l, Sec. 207(b), Cct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3612; anended Pub.

L. 106-554, Sec. 1(a)(4) (div. B, title |, Sec. 144(a)(3), (4)),

Dec. 21, 2000, 114 Stat. 2763, 2763A-238.)

- M SCl1-
AVENDMENTS
2000 - Subsecs. (b), (c¢)(1). Pub. L. 106-554 substituted

""October 1, 2002,'' for ''CQctober 1, 2000, "'".
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and phone number to Carolyn Peters no
later than Thursday, March 13, 2003,
and she will provide you with
instructions for admittance. Mrs. Peter’s
e-mail address is
carolyn.peters@nist.gov and her phone
number is (301) 975-5607.

DATES: The meeting will convene March
18, 2003, at 8:25 a.m. and will adjourn
at noon on March 19, 2003.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held in
the Employees Lounge, Administration
Building, at NIST, Gaithersburg,
Maryland. Please note admittance
instructions under SUMMARY paragraph.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Carolyn J. Peters, Visiting Committee on
Advanced Technology, National
Institute of Standards and Technology,
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20899-1004,
telephone number (301) 975-5607.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Assistant Secretary for Administration,
with the concurrence of the General
Counsel, formally determined on
February 25, 2003, that portions of the
meeting of the Visiting Committee on
Advanced Technology which deal with
discussion of sensitive budget and
planning information that would cause
harm to third parties if publicly shared
be closed in accordance with section
10(d) of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. app. 2.

Dated: February 27, 2003.
Arden L. Bement, Jr.,
Director.
[FR Doc. 03-5001 Filed 3—3—-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 022603A]

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Gulf of Mexico
Shrimp Mandatory Vessel Owner
Economic Data Collection

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13 (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before May 5, 2003.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Diana Hynek, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6625,
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Michael Travis, Department
of Commerce, NOAA, National Marine
Fisheries Service, 9721 Executive Center
Drive North, St, Petersburg, FL 33702—
2439, (727) 570-5335.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
I. Abstract

NOAA proposes to collect census-
level information on fishing vessel and
gear characteristics in the Gulf of
Mexico shrimp fishery (Exclusive
Economic Zone only) to conduct
economic analyses that will improve
fishery management decision-making in
that fishery; satisfy NOAA’s legal
mandates under Executive Order 12866,
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), the Regulatory
Flexibility Act, the Endangered Species
Act, and the National Environmental
Policy Act; and quantify achievement of
the performance measures in the
National Marine Fisheries Service
Strategic Operating Plans. Used in
conjunction with landings and price
data already being collected in this
fishery as part of the dealer reporting
program, and economic data to be
collected under a voluntary program
(implementation of which is expected
later this year), this data will be used to
properly describe the fishery and its
operations. The collected information
will also help to assess how fishermen
will be impacted by and respond to any
regulation likely to be considered by
fishery managers. In addition, this data
will be used to determine how fishing
communities will be impacted by
proposed fishing regulations.

I1. Method of Collection

The vessel and gear characterization
form will be mailed to all vessel owners
who either currently have or who apply
for Gulf of Mexico federal shrimp
permits. Vessel owners will be asked for
information about the nature and extent
of their operations in the Gulf shrimp
fishery, as well the types of electronic
equipment and gear they use to conduct
this fishery. Submission of a completed

vessel and gear characterization form
would be mandatory.

III. Data

OMB Number: None.

Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
5,250.

Estimated Time Per Response: 20
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 1,750.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $0. (Costs exclude valuation of
respondents’ time.)

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: February 25, 2003.
Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 03-5046 Filed 3—3-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 022603B]

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Gulf of Mexico Red
Snapper Individual Fishing Quota
Referendum Data Collection

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and


rroberts
Gulf of Mexico Red

rroberts
Snapper Individual Fishing Quota

rroberts
Referendum Data Collection
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respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13 (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before May 5, 2003.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Diana Hynek, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6625,
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Phil Steele, Department of
Commerce, NOAA, National Marine
Fisheries Service, 9721 Executive Center
Drive North, St, Petersburg, FL 33702—
2439, (727) 570-5305.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Abstract

This data collection is needed for the
Secretary of Commerce (Secretary) to
properly implement the referendum
procedures specified in Section 407(c)
of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(U.S.C. 1801 et seq.). The Act provides
that on or after October 1, 2000, the Gulf
of Mexico Fishery Management Council
(Council) may prepare and submit a
fishery management plan, plan
amendment, or regulation for the Gulf of
Mexico commercial red snapper fishery
that creates an individual fishing quota
(IFQ) program or that authorizes the
consolidation of licenses, permits, or
endorsements that result in different
trip limits for vessels in the same class.
These actions can only take place if the
preparation of such plan, amendment,
or regulation is approved in a
referendum, and only if the submission
to the Secretary of such plan,
amendment, or regulation is approved
in a subsequent referendum.

Only a person who held an annual
vessel permit with a red snapper
endorsement for such permit on
September 1, 1996 (or any person to
whom such permit with such
endorsement was transferred after such
date) and vessel captains who harvested
red snapper in a commercial fishery
using such endorsement in each red
snapper fishing season occurring
between January 1, 1993, and such date
(i.e., September 1, 1996) may vote in the
referendums.

I1. Method of Collection

The Secretary, at the request of the
Council, will conduct these
referendums. The Secretary has
sufficient data, collected under OMB
approval 0648—-0205, needed to contact
persons who held an annual vessel
permit with a red snapper endorsement
for such permit on September 1, 1996
(or any person to whom such permit
with such endorsement was transferred
after such date). However, the Secretary
does not have such data on the vessel
captains who harvested red snapper in
a commercial fishery using such
endorsement in each specified fishing
season. Therefore, the Secretary will use
several communication methods to
attempt to identify such captains and
make them aware of the referendum
procedures. One possible
communication method that involves
data collection would be a request for
detailed information from persons with
a vessel permit with a red snapper
endorsement, regarding vessel captains
who harvested red snapper using such
endorsement in each specified fishing
season.

Prior to each referendum, the
Secretary, in consultation with the
Council, shall (a) identify and notify all
such persons holding permits with red
snapper endorsements and all such
vessel captains; and (b) make available
to all such persons and vessel captains
information about the schedule,
procedures, and eligibility requirements
for the referendum and the proposed
individual fishing quota program.
Submission of the paper questionnaires
would be voluntary.

II1. Data

OMB Number: None.

Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
200.

Estimated Time Per Response: 10
minutes for a response to an initial
referendum on preparation; 20 minutes
for a response to a subsequent
referendum; and 10 minutes per
response for any information request
regarding vessel captains.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 102.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $122. (Costs exclude valuation of
respondents’ time.)

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance

of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: February 25, 2003.
Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 03-5047 Filed 3—-3-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 013003B]

Marine Mammals: Final Environmental
Assessment of Issuing a Bowhead
Whale Subsistence Quotato the
Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission
for the Years 2003 through 2007

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces the
availability of an Environmental
Assessment (EA), in accordance with
the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA), to assess the impacts of issuing
the International Whaling Commission
(IWC) subsistence quota for bowhead
whales to the Alaska Eskimo Whaling
Commission (AEWC) for the years 2003
through 2007. NMFS has identified a
preferred alternative in the EA that will
grant the AEWC the IWC quota of 255
landed bowhead whales, with an annual
strike quota of 67 bowhead whales per
year for the years 2003 through 2007,
where no more than 15 unused strikes
are added to the strike quota for any one
year.

ADDRESSES: Copies of the EA may be
obtained via the Internet (see Electronic
Access). Copies of the EA may be
requested by writing to Gale Heim,
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