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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
AN OBSERVER PROGRAM FOR CATCHER VESSELS IN THE  

PACIFIC COAST GROUNDFISH FISHERY  
OMB CONTROL NO.: 0648-0423 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA 
Fisheries) manages the U.S. groundfish fisheries off the Washington-Oregon-California (WOC) 
coast under the Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery Management Plan (FMP), which is consistent 
with the requirements of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act.  
Regulations implementing the FMP appear at 50 CFR part, 660 Subpart G.  General regulations 
that also pertain to U.S. fisheries appear at 50 CFR part, 600 Subpart H.  The Magnuson-Stevens 
Act (Public Law 109-479) authorizes the Secretary to station observers aboard commercial 
fishing vessels to collect scientific data for the purposes of fishery conservation and 
management. 
 
With the exception of the mid-water trawl fishery for Pacific whiting, most groundfish vessels 
that deliver to shore-based processors sort their catch at sea and discard species that are: in 
excess of cumulative trip limits, unmarketable, targeted in non-groundfish fisheries, or in excess 
of annual allocations.  Landed or retained catch is monitored by the individual state-run fish 
ticket programs; however, because a portion of the catch is discarded at sea there was in the past 
no opportunity for NOAA Fisheries or the States to monitor total catch (retained plus discarded 
catch) at the processing facilities.  This lack of information on at-sea discards had resulted in 
very "soft" estimates of total catch and fishing mortality.  
 
Discard information is needed to assess and account for total fishery mortality and to evaluate 
management measures including rebuilding plans for overfished stocks.  Accurate estimates of 
discards from which total catch can be derived are an important component of any fishery 
management and analysis program.  If the discard estimates are too high, then the industry is 
foregoing some short-term yield; if discard estimates are too low, then the long-term health of 
the stock may be jeopardized.      
 
Observers are a uniformly-trained group of scientists who are deployed aboard fishing vessels to 
gather fishery data that is used in management that is too burdensome for vessel personnel to 
collect and would otherwise not be available for managing the fisheries.  Since the early 1990s 
the Council has viewed at-sea observers as a viable means to collect much needed discard data.  
At its April 1999 meeting, the Council proposed development of an on-board observer program, 
with the goal of having a program ready for implementation in 2000. 
 
Regulations for this fishery went into effect in May 2001. The initial deployment of observers 
took place that August 2001.  The establishment of the these regulations give NOAA Fisheries 
authority to place observers aboard vessels in accordance with a statistically-sound coverage 
plan; safeguard the observer's well-being; and establish sampling conditions necessary for an 
observer to follow sampling protocols and thereby maintain the integrity of observer data 
collections.  The information collection under this rule includes: 
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1) Departure reports (no form) can be submitted to NOAA Fisheries or its designated 
agent via a toll-free phone number to provide notice of expected departure dates and 
times.  A call must be made at least 24 hours prior to departure for fishing. 

 
2) Cease-fishing reports (no form) can also be submitted to NOAA Fisheries or its 
designated agent via a toll-free phone number to provide notice, not less than 24 hours 
after ceasing all groundfish fishing, for the purpose of, leaving the fishery management 
area or to fish for species not managed under the groundfish management plan.  This 
report would be made when a vessel in the observed portion of the fleet ceases to 
participate in the groundfish fishery, not when they cease a specific fishing trip. 

 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
A departure report is necessary for NOAA Fisheries or its designated agent to 1) identify which 
vessels need to carry observers and 2) to coordinate the placement of observers aboard vessels.  
The cease-fishing report is necessary to identify which vessels are in the pool of vessels being 
sampled.  Knowing which vessels is no longer part of the sample pool will allow NOAA 
Fisheries or its designated agent to adjust selection methods to meet the desired observer 
coverage levels while allowing observer effort to be used efficiently.  It is necessary for a vessel 
owner, operator or representative to submit these reports because only they can make statements 
about their future intent.    
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
Information from departure reports is used by NOAA Fisheries to determine whether to place 
observers on selected vessels in order to obtain detailed information on fishing practices and the 
characteristics of the catch.  These data are needed by NOAA Fisheries to estimate total catch by 
species, collect data necessary to assess the status of stocks, to determine protected species 
interactions, and to evaluate economic conditions in the fishery.  In addition to departure reports, 
cease-fishing reports are needed to define the population of vessels that are being sampled, and 
to adjust selection methods to meet the desired observer coverage levels so observer effort can 
be used efficiently.   
 
The information collected is whether a vessel plans to start or end fishing in 24 hours.  This 
information is used internally to manage the deployment of observers.  The biological data 
collected by observers on the vessels is summarized.  The specific vessel departure and cease-
fishing information is not part of the summarized biological data released as the data is fleet-
wide.   
 
As explained in the preceding paragraphs, the information gathered has utility.  NOAA Fisheries 
will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access, modification, and 
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destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic 
information.  See response #10 of this Supporting Statement for more information on 
confidentiality and privacy. The information collection is designed to yield data that meet all 
applicable information quality guidelines. Although the information collected is not expected to 
be disseminated directly to the public, results may be used in scientific, management, technical 
or general informational publications. Should NOAA Fisheries decide to disseminate the 
information, it will be subject to the quality control measures and pre-dissemination review 
pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
Departure and cease-fishing notifications are made by telephone to NOAA Fisheries or its 
designated agent. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
The departure and cease-fishing reports are information submissions that are unique to the 
observer program and direct duplication with other collections does not exist. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
All of the vessels affected by this collection are considered small businesses.  To minimize the 
burden on small entities, only the minimum data necessary to effectively place observers within 
the fleet in a manner that is consistent with a statistically-sound coverage plan are being 
collected.  In addition a toll-free number is available for use in order to reduce the burden on 
small entities. 
  
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
All information is required to effectively place observers within the fleet in a manner that is 
consistent with a statistically-sound coverage plan.  Collecting this information less frequently is 
likely to impair the ability to place observers according to the coverage plan and this would 
significantly reduce the usefulness of data collected for conservation and management purposes. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.    
 
No special circumstances exist that require the information collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with Office of Management and Budget (OMB) guidelines. 
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8.  Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the 
information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments received 
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those 
comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their 
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and 
recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be 
recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register notice (copy attached) was published to solicit public comment for renewing 
this information collection.  No comments were received.  
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payment or gifts to respondents are provided under this collection. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
  
Because the information collected is from commercial operations, the Privacy Act does not 
apply.  The information collected is confidential under Title II, Section 203(b) of the 
reauthorized Magnuson Stevens Act (P.L. 109-479).  All data submitted are treated in 
accordance with NOAA Fisheries Administrative Order 216-100, Protection of Confidential 
Fisheries Statistics.   
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
This collection of information does not include any sensitive information. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.  
 
The information collection under this rule includes departure and cease-fishing reports which 
would be a toll-free phone call placed to NOAA Fisheries, or its designated agent.  The cost to 
the industry to provide this information increases as the number of vessels in the pool of 
potentially observed vessels increases.  The maximum cost to the fleet to provide departure and 
cease-fishing reports would occur if the coverage strategy were to increase randomly-sampled 
trips in the entire open access and other ancillary fleets.  The toll-free number has been 
maintained from the beginning of the program and will continue as a service for the fleet.  The 
cost of the toll-free calls is absorbed by NOAA Fisheries.  However, the time of the phone call is 
absorbed by the vessel operator (respondent).  The estimated burden hours and labor costs are 
outlined in Table 1.   
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Table 1. Respondent Burden And Cost Estimates1 

 
Record 
Type 

 
No. of 

responses 
per vessel 
per year 

(A) 

 
Average 

number of 
minutes 

per record 
(B) 

 
Time 
per 

vessel 
 per yr 

(C) 
(A*B) 

 
No. of 

Vessels 
(D) 

 
Total No. 

of 
responses 
for fleet 

(E) 
(A*D) 

 
Total hrs 
for fleet 

(F)  
 (B*E/60) 

 
Total labor 
costs for 
fleet (F* 
$29.96) 

Fishing 
Departure 
Reports  

 
3 

 
10 min. 

 
30 

minutes 

 
2,116 

 
6,348 

 
1,058 hrs 

 
$31,698 

Cease 
Fishing 
Reports 

 
2 

 
10 min. 

 
20 

minutes 

 
2,116 

 
4,232 

 
705 hrs 

 
$21,122 

 
TOTAL 

 
---   

--- 
 

--- 
 

10,580 
 

1,763 hrs 
 
$52,820 

1. Assumes vessel operator will submit the report – An estimated hourly salary of a vessel operator is $29.96/hr 
based on the Department of Labor’s 2005 National Occupational Employment and Wage Estimates 
(http://www.bls.gov/oes/current/oes451011.htm) 

  
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in #12 above). 
 
There is no start-up capital cost for complying with this requirement.  Because departure and 
cease-fishing reports are available as toll free phone calls, no submission costs are expected.  
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 

Enforcement costs: certain costs are incurred by NOAA Fisheries to enforce the proposed 
reporting requirements.  This burden is expected to remain within the current enforcement costs 
necessary to support the conservation and management role of NOAA Fisheries.   
 
Administrative costs: costs are incurred directly by NOAA Fisheries and through a federal 
contract to administer the reporting requirements.   
 
Additional personnel time to process the collection is approximately 2,000 hours per year and 
cost NOAA Fisheries approximately $60,000 (a GS-9 level position for 2,000 hours/ yr). 
 
 The cost to NOAA Fisheries to support a toll free phone line is approximately $11,000 annually. 
  
The sum of the approximate annual costs to NOAA Fisheries is $71,000. 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or 14 
of the OMB 83-I.  
 
There are no changes to respondent burden or costs. 
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16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
No plans exist for publishing the information collected.  
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.  
 
No such approval is sought.  
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the  
OMB 83-I. 
 
There are no exceptions to the certification statement in this proposed collection of information. 
 
 

 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods.  
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660.335(a)(2). Owners of vessels reg-
istered to limited entry permits that 
did not receive instructions by mail are 
responsible for contacting NMFS OLE 
during business hours at least 3 days 
before the exemption is required to ob-
tain information needed to make ex-
emption reports. NMFS OLE must be 
contacted during business hours (Mon-
day through Friday between 0800 and 
1700 Pacific Standard Time). 

(iv) Exemption reports must be re-
ceived by NMFS at least 2 hours and 
not more than 24 hours before the ex-
empted activities defined at paragraph 
(d)(4)(i) and (ii) of this section occur. 
An exemption report is valid until 
NMFS receives a report canceling the 
exemption. An exemption cancellation 
must be received at least 2 hours before 
the vessel re-enters the EEZ following 
an outside areas exemption or at least 
2 hours before the vessel is placed back 
in the water following a haul out ex-
emption. 

(5) When aware that transmission of 
automatic position reports has been in-
terrupted, or when notified by NMFS 
OLE that automatic position reports 
are not being received, contact NMFS 
OLE at 7600 Sand Point Way NE, Se-
attle, WA 98115–6349, phone: (206)526– 
6133 and follow the instructions pro-
vided to you. Such instructions may 
include, but are not limited to, manu-
ally communicating to a location des-
ignated by NMFS OLE the vessel’s po-
sition or returning to port until the 
VMS is operable. 

(6) After a fishing trip during which 
interruption of automatic position re-
ports has occurred, the vessel’s owner 
or operator must replace or repair the 
mobile transceiver unit prior to the 
vessel’s next fishing trip. Repair or re-
installation of a mobile transceiver 
unit or installation of a replacement, 
including change of communications 
service provider shall be in accordance 
with the instructions provided by 
NMFS OLE and require the same cer-
tification. 

(7) Make the mobile transceiver units 
available for inspection by NMFS OLE 
personnel, USCG personnel, state en-
forcement personnel or any authorized 
officer. 

(8) Ensure that the mobile trans-
ceiver unit is not tampered with, dis-

abled, destroyed or operated improp-
erly. 

(9) Pay all charges levied by the com-
munication service provider as nec-
essary to ensure continuous operation 
of the VMS transceiver units. 

[68 FR 62384, Nov. 4, 2003. Redesignated and 
amended at 69 FR 42350, July 15, 2004] 

§ 660.314 Groundfish observer pro-
gram. 

(a) General. Vessel owners, operators, 
and managers are jointly and severally 
responsible for their vessel’s compli-
ance with this section. 

(b) Purpose. The purpose of the 
Groundfish Observer Program is to 
allow observers to collect fisheries 
data deemed by the Northwest Re-
gional Administrator, NMFS, to be 
necessary and appropriate for manage-
ment, compliance monitoring, and re-
search in the groundfish fisheries and 
for the conservation of living marine 
resources and their habitat. 

(c) Observer coverage requirements—(1) 
At-sea processors. A catcher-processor 
or mothership 125 ft (38.1 m) LOA or 
longer must carry two NMFS-certified 
observers, and a catcher-processor or 
mothership shorter than 125 ft (38.1 m) 
LOA must carry one NMFS-certified 
observer, each day that the vessel is 
used to take, retain, receive, land, 
process, or transport groundfish. 

(2) Catcher vessels. For the purposes of 
this section, catcher vessels include all 
vessels, using open access or limited 
entry gear (including exempted gear 
types) that take and retain, possess or 
land groundfish at a processor(s) as de-
fined at § 660.302. When NMFS notifies 
the vessel owner, operator, permit 
holder, or the vessel manager of any re-
quirement to carry an observer, the 
vessel may not take and retain, pos-
sess, or land any groundfish without 
carrying an observer. 

(i) Notice of departure—Basic rule. At 
least 24 hours (but not more than 36 
hours) before departing on a fishing 
trip, a vessel that has been notified by 
NMFS that it is required to carry an 
observer, or that is operating in an ac-
tive sampling unit, must notify NMFS 
(or its designated agent) of the vessel’s 
intended time of departure. Notice will 
be given in a form to be specified by 
NMFS. 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 09:00 Nov 30, 2005 Jkt 205222 PO 00000 Frm 00647 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\205222.XXX 205222
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(A) Optional notice—Weather delays. A 
vessel that anticipates a delayed depar-
ture due to weather or sea conditions 
may advise NMFS of the anticipated 
delay when providing the basic notice 
described in paragraph (c)(2)(i) of this 
section. If departure is delayed beyond 
36 hours from the time the original no-
tice is given, the vessel must provide 
an additional notice of departure not 
less than 4 hours prior to departure, in 
order to enable NMFS to place an ob-
server. 

(B) Optional notice—Back-to-back fish-
ing trips. A vessel that intends to make 
back-to-back fishing trips (i.e., trips 
with less than 24 hours between off-
loading from one trip and beginning 
another), may provide the basic notice 
described in paragraph (c)(2)(i)) of this 
section for both trips, prior to making 
the first trip. A vessel that has given 
such notice is not required to give ad-
ditional notice of the second trip. 

(ii) Cease fishing report. Not more 
than 24 hours after ceasing the taking 
and retaining of groundfish with lim-
ited entry or open access gear in order 
to leave the fishery management area 
or to fish for species not managed 
under the PCGFMP, the owner, oper-
ator, or vessel manager of each vessel 
that is required to carry an observer or 
that is operating in a segment of the 
fleet that NMFS has identified as an 
active sampling unit must provide 
NMFS or its designated agent with no-
tification as specified by NMFS. 

(3) Vessels engaged in recreational fish-
ing. [Reserved] 

(4) Waiver. The Northwest Regional 
Administrator may provide written no-
tification to the vessel owner stating 
that a determination has been made to 
temporarily waive coverage require-
ments because of circumstances that 
are deemed to be beyond the vessel’s 
control. 

(d) Vessel responsibilities. An operator 
of a vessel required to carry one or 
more observer(s) must provide: 

(1) Accommodations and food. Provide 
accommodations and food that are: 

(i) At-sea processors. Equivalent to 
those provided for officers, engineers, 
foremen, deck-bosses or other manage-
ment level personnel of the vessel. 

(ii) Catcher vessels. Equivalent to 
those provided to the crew. 

(2) Safe conditions. Maintain safe con-
ditions on the vessel for the protection 
of observer(s) including adherence to 
all USCG and other applicable rules, 
regulations, or statutes pertaining to 
safe operation of the vessel, and provi-
sions at §§ 600.725 and 600.746 of this 
chapter. 

(3) Observer communications. Facili-
tate observer communications by: 

(i) Observer use of equipment. Allowing 
observer(s) to use the vessel’s commu-
nication equipment and personnel, on 
request, for the entry, transmission, 
and receipt of work-related messages, 
at no cost to the observer(s) or the U.S. 
or designated agent. 

(ii) Functional equipment. Ensuring 
that the vessel’s communications 
equipment, used by observers to enter 
and transmit data, is fully functional 
and operational. 

(iii) Hardware and software. At-sea 
processing vessels must provide hard-
ware and software pursuant to regula-
tions at 50 CFR 679.50(f)(1)(iii)(B)(1) and 
50 CFR 679.50(f)(2), as follows: 

(A) Providing for use by the observer 
a personal computer in working condi-
tion that contains a full Pentium 120 
Mhz or greater capacity processing 
chip, at least 32 megabytes of RAM, at 
least 75 megabytes of free hard disk 
storage, a Windows 9x or NT compat-
ible operating system, an operating 
mouse, and a 3.5–inch (8.9 cm) floppy 
disk drive. The associated computer 
monitor must have a viewable screen 
size of at least 14.1 inches (35.8 cm) and 
minimum display settings of 600×800 
pixels. The computer equipment speci-
fied in this paragraph (A) must be con-
nected to a communication device that 
provides a modem connection to the 
NMFS host computer and supports one 
or more of the following protocols: ITU 
V.22, ITU V.22bis, ITU V.32, ITU 
V.32bis, or ITU V.34. Processors that 
use a modem must have at least a 
28.8kbs Hayes-compatible modem. The 
above-specified hardware and software 
requirements do not apply to proc-
essors that do not process groundfish. 

(B) NMFS-supplied software. Ensuring 
that each at-sea processing ship that is 
required to have two observers aboard 
obtains the data entry software pro-
vided by the Regional Administrator 
for use by the observer. 
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(4) Vessel position. Allow observer(s) 
access to, and the use of, the vessel’s 
navigation equipment and personnel, 
on request, to determine the vessel’s 
position. 

(5) Access. Allow observer(s) free and 
unobstructed access to the vessel’s 
bridge, trawl or working decks, holding 
bins, processing areas, freezer spaces, 
weight scales, cargo holds, and any 
other space that may be used to hold, 
process, weigh, or store fish or fish 
products at any time. 

(6) Prior notification. Notify ob-
server(s) at least 15 minutes before fish 
are brought on board, or fish and fish 
products are transferred from the ves-
sel, to allow sampling the catch or ob-
serving the transfer, unless the ob-
server specifically requests not to be 
notified. 

(7) Records. Allow observer(s) to in-
spect and copy any state or Federal 
logbook maintained voluntarily or as 
required by regulation. 

(8) Assistance. Provide all other rea-
sonable assistance to enable ob-
server(s) to carry out their duties, in-
cluding, but not limited to: 

(i) Measuring decks, codends, and 
holding bins. 

(ii) Providing the observer(s) with a 
safe work area. 

(iii) Collecting bycatch when re-
quested by the observer(s). 

(iv) Collecting and carrying baskets 
of fish when requested by the ob-
server(s). 

(v) Allowing the observer(s) to col-
lect biological data and samples. 

(vi) Providing adequate space for 
storage of biological samples. 

(9) At-sea transfers to or from proc-
essing vessels. Processing vessels must: 

(i) Ensure that transfers of observers 
at sea via small boat or raft are carried 
out during daylight hours, under safe 
conditions, and with the agreement of 
observers involved. 

(ii) Notify observers at least 3 hours 
before observers are transferred, such 
that the observers can collect personal 
belongings, equipment, and scientific 
samples. 

(iii) Provide a safe pilot ladder and 
conduct the transfer to ensure the safe-
ty of observers during transfers. 

(iv) Provide an experienced crew 
member to assist observers in the 

small boat or raft in which any trans-
fer is made. 

(e) Procurement of observer services by 
at-sea processing vessels. Owners of ves-
sels required to carry observers under 
paragraph (c)(1) of this section must 
arrange for observer services from an 
observer provider permitted by the 
North Pacific Groundfish Observer Pro-
gram under 50 CFR 679.50(i), except 
that: 

(1) Vessels are required to procure ob-
server services directly from NMFS 
when NMFS has determined and given 
notification that the vessel must carry 
NMFS staff or an individual authorized 
by NMFS in lieu of an observer pro-
vided by a permitted observer provider. 

(2) Vessels are required to procure ob-
server services directly from NMFS 
and a permitted observer provider 
when NMFS has determined and given 
notification that the vessel must carry 
NMFS staff or individuals authorized 
by NMFS, in addition to an observer 
provided by a permitted observer pro-
vider. 

(f) Observer certification and respon-
sibilities—(1) Observer Certification—(i) 
Applicability. Observer certification au-
thorizes an individual to fulfill duties 
as specified in writing by the NMFS 
Observer Program Office while under 
the employ of a NMFS-permitted ob-
server provider and according to cer-
tification endorsements as designated 
under paragraph (f)(1)(v) of this sec-
tion. 

(ii) Observer certification official. The 
Regional Administrator will designate 
a NMFS observer certification official 
who will make decisions for the Ob-
server Program Office on whether to 
issue or deny observer certification. 

(iii) Certification requirements. NMFS 
will certify individuals who: 

(A) Are employed by an observer pro-
vider company permitted pursuant to 
50 CFR 679.50 at the time of the 
issuance of the certification; 

(B) Have provided, through their ob-
server provider: 

(1) Information identified by NMFS 
at 50 CFR 679.50(i)(2) (x)(A)(1)(iii) and 
(iv); and 

(2) Information identified by NMFS 
at 50 CFR 679.50(i)(2)(x)(C) regarding 
the observer candidate’s health and 
physical fitness for the job; 
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(C) Meet all education and health 
standards as specified in 50 CFR 
679.50(i)(2)(i)(A) and (1)(2)(x)(C), respec-
tively; and 

(D) Have successfully completed 
NMFS-approved training as prescribed 
by the Observer Program. 

(1) Successful completion of training 
by an observer applicant consists of 
meeting all attendance and conduct 
standards issued in writing at the start 
of training; meeting all performance 
standards issued in writing at the start 
of training for assignments, tests, and 
other evaluation tools; and completing 
all other training requirements estab-
lished by the Observer Program. 

(2) If a candidate fails training, he or 
she will be notified in writing on or be-
fore the last day of training. The noti-
fication will indicate: the reasons the 
candidate failed the training; whether 
the candidate can retake the training, 
and under what conditions, or whether, 
the candidate will not be allowed to re-
take the training. If a determination is 
made that the candidate may not pur-
sue further training, notification will 
be in the form of an IAD denying cer-
tification, as specified under paragraph 
(f)(1)(iv)(A) of this section. 

(E) Have not been decertified under 
paragraph (f)(3) of this section, or pur-
suant to 50 CFR 679.50. 

(iv) Agency determinations on ob-
server certification (A) Denial of a cer-
tification. The NMFS observer certifi-
cation official will issue a written IAD 
denying observer certification when 
the observer certification official de-
termines that a candidate has 
unresolvable deficiencies in meeting 
the requirements for certification as 
specified in paragraph (f)(1)(iii) of this 
section. The IAD will identify the rea-
sons certification was denied and what 
requirements were deficient. 

(B) Appeals. A candidate who receives 
an IAD that denies his or her certifi-
cation may appeal pursuant to para-
graph (f)(4) of this section. A candidate 
who appeals the IAD will not be issued 
an interim observer certification, and 
will not receive a certification unless 
the final resolution of that appeal is in 
the candidate’s favor. 

(C) Issuance of an observer certifi-
cation. An observer certification will be 
issued upon determination by the ob-

server certification official that the 
candidate has successfully met all re-
quirements for certification as speci-
fied in paragraph (f)(1)(iii) of this sec-
tion. 

(v) Endorsements. The following en-
dorsements must be obtained, in addi-
tion to observer certification, in order 
for an observer to deploy. 

(A) Certification training endorsement. 
A certification training endorsement 
signifies the successful completion of 
the training course required to obtain 
observer certification. This endorse-
ment expires when the observer has not 
been deployed and performed sampling 
duties as required by the Observer Pro-
gram Office for a period of time, speci-
fied by the Observer Program, after his 
or her most recent debriefing. The ob-
server can renew the endorsement by 
successfully completing certification 
training once more. 

(B) Annual general endorsements. Each 
observer must obtain an annual gen-
eral endorsement to their certification 
prior to his or her first deployment 
within any calendar year subsequent to 
a year in which a certification training 
endorsement is obtained. To obtain an 
annual general endorsement, an ob-
server must successfully complete the 
annual briefing, as specified by the Ob-
server Program. All briefing attend-
ance, performance, and conduct stand-
ards required by the Observer Program 
must be met. 

(C) Deployment endorsements. Each ob-
server who has completed an initial de-
ployment after certification or annual 
briefing must receive a deployment en-
dorsement to their certification prior 
to any subsequent deployments for the 
remainder of that year. An observer 
may obtain a deployment endorsement 
by successfully completing all pre- 
cruise briefing requirements. The type 
of briefing the observer must attend 
and successfully complete will be speci-
fied in writing by the Observer Pro-
gram during the observer’s most recent 
debriefing. 

(D) Pacific whiting fishery endorse-
ments. A Pacific whiting fishery en-
dorsement is required for purposes of 
performing observer duties aboard ves-
sels that process groundfish at sea in 
the Pacific whiting fishery. A Pacific 
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whiting fishery endorsement to an ob-
server’s certification may be obtained 
by meeting the following requirements: 

(1) Be a prior NMFS-certified ob-
server in the groundfish fisheries off 
Alaska or the Pacific Coast, unless an 
individual with this qualification is not 
available; 

(2) Receive an evaluation by NMFS 
for his or her most recent deployment 
(if any) that indicated that the observ-
er’s performance met Observer Pro-
gram expectations for that deploy-
ment; 

(3) Successfully complete a NMFS- 
approved observer training and/or whit-
ing briefing as prescribed by the Ob-
server Program; and 

(4) Comply with all of the other re-
quirements of this section. 

(2) Standards of observer conduct—(i) 
Limitations on conflict of interest. 

(A) Observers: 
(1) Must not have a direct financial 

interest, other than the provision of 
observer services, in a North Pacific 
fishery managed pursuant to an FMP 
for the waters off the coast of Alaska, 
or in a Pacific Coast fishery managed 
by either the state or Federal govern-
ments in waters off Washington, Or-
egon, or California, including but not 
limited to: 

(i) Any ownership, mortgage holder, 
or other secured interest in a vessel, 
shoreside or floating stationary proc-
essor facility involved in the catching, 
taking, harvesting or processing of 
fish, 

(ii) Any business involved with sell-
ing supplies or services to any vessel, 
shoreside or floating stationary proc-
essing facility; or 

(iii) Any business involved with pur-
chasing raw or processed products from 
any vessel, shoreside or floating sta-
tionary processing facilities. 

(2) Must not solicit or accept, di-
rectly or indirectly, any gratuity, gift, 
favor, entertainment, loan, or anything 
of monetary value from anyone who ei-
ther conducts activities that are regu-
lated by NMFS or has interests that 
may be substantially affected by the 
performance or nonperformance of the 
observers’ official duties. 

(3) May not serve as observers on any 
vessel or at any shoreside or floating 
stationary processing facility owned or 

operated by a person who previously 
employed the observers. 

(4) May not solicit or accept employ-
ment as a crew member or an employee 
of a vessel, shoreside processor, or sta-
tionary floating processor while em-
ployed by an observer provider. 

(B) Provisions for remuneration of 
observers under this section do not 
constitute a conflict of interest. 

(ii) Standards of behavior. Observers 
must avoid any behavior that could ad-
versely affect the confidence of the 
public in the integrity of the Observer 
Program or of the government, includ-
ing but not limited to the following: 

(A) Observers must perform their as-
signed duties as described in the Ob-
server Manual or other written instruc-
tions from the Observer Program Of-
fice. 

(B) Observers must accurately record 
their sampling data, write complete re-
ports, and report accurately any obser-
vations of suspected violations of regu-
lations relevant to conservation of ma-
rine resources or their environment. 

(C) Observers must not disclose col-
lected data and observations made on 
board the vessel or in the processing fa-
cility to any person except the owner 
or operator of the observed vessel or 
processing facility, an authorized offi-
cer, or NMFS. 

(D) Observers must refrain from en-
gaging in any illegal actions or any 
other activities that would reflect neg-
atively on their image as professional 
scientists, on other observers, or on the 
Observer Program as a whole. This in-
cludes, but is not limited to: 

(1) Violating the drug and alcohol 
policy established by and available 
from the Observer Program; 

(2) Engaging in the use, possession, 
or distribution of illegal drugs; or 

(3) Engaging in physical sexual con-
tact with personnel of the vessel or 
processing facility to which the ob-
server is assigned, or with any vessel or 
processing plant personnel who may be 
substantially affected by the perform-
ance or non-performance of the observ-
er’s official duties. 

(3) Suspension and decertification—(i) 
Suspension and decertification review of-
ficial. The Regional Administrator (or a 
designee) will designate an observer 
suspension and decertification review 
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official(s), who will have the authority 
to review observer certifications and 
issue initial administrative determina-
tions of observer certification suspen-
sion and/or decertification. 

(ii) Causes for suspension or decertifica-
tion. The suspension/decertification of-
ficial may initiate suspension or decer-
tification proceedings against an ob-
server: 

(A) When it is alleged that the ob-
server has committed any acts or omis-
sions of any of the following: 

(1) Failed to satisfactorily perform 
the duties of observers as specified in 
writing by the NMFS Observer Pro-
gram; or 

(2) Failed to abide by the standards 
of conduct for observers as prescribed 
under paragraph (f)(2) of this section; 

(B) Upon conviction of a crime or 
upon entry of a civil judgment for: 

(1) Commission of fraud or other vio-
lation in connection with obtaining or 
attempting to obtain certification, or 
in performing the duties as specified in 
writing by the NMFS Observer Pro-
gram; 

(2) Commission of embezzlement, 
theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or 
destruction of records, making false 
statements, or receiving stolen prop-
erty; 

(3) Commission of any other offense 
indicating a lack of integrity or hon-
esty that seriously and directly affects 
the fitness of observers. 

(iii) Issuance of initial administrative 
determination. Upon determination that 
suspension or decertification is war-
ranted under paragraph (f)(3)(ii) of this 
section, the suspension/decertification 
official will issue a written IAD to the 
observer via certified mail at the ob-
server’s most current address provided 
to NMFS. The IAD will identify wheth-
er a certification is suspended or re-
voked and will identify the specific 
reasons for the action taken. If the IAD 
issues a suspension for an observer cer-
tification, the terms of the suspension 
will be specified. Suspension or decerti-
fication is effective immediately as of 
the date of issuance, unless the suspen-
sion/decertification official notes a 
compelling reason for maintaining cer-
tification for a specified period and 
under specified conditions. 

(iv) Appeals. A certified observer who 
receives an IAD that suspends or re-
vokes his or her observer certification 
may appeal pursuant to paragraph 
(f)(4) of this section. 

(4) Appeals. (i) Decisions on appeals of 
initial administrative decisions deny-
ing certification to, or suspending, or 
decertifying, an observer, will be made 
by the Regional Administrator (or des-
ignated official). 

(ii) Appeals decisions shall be in writ-
ing and shall state the reasons there-
for. 

(iii) An appeal must be filed with the 
Regional Administrator within 30 days 
of the initial administrative decision 
denying, suspending, or revoking the 
observer’s certification. 

(iv) The appeal must be in writing, 
and must allege facts or circumstances 
to show why the certification should be 
granted, or should not be suspended or 
revoked, under the criteria in this sec-
tion. 

(v) Absent good cause for further 
delay, the Regional Administrator (or 
designated official) will issue a written 
decision on the appeal within 45 days of 
receipt of the appeal. The Regional Ad-
ministrator’s decision is the final ad-
ministrative decision of the Depart-
ment as of the date of the decision. 

(g) Sample station and operational re-
quirements—(1) Observer sampling sta-
tion. This paragraph contains the re-
quirements for observer sampling sta-
tions. The vessel owner must provide 
an observer sampling station that com-
plies with this section so that the ob-
server can carry out required duties. 

(i) Accessibility. The observer sam-
pling station must be available to the 
observer at all times. 

(ii) Location. The observer sampling 
station must be located within 4 m of 
the location from which the observer 
samples unsorted catch. Unobstructed 
passage must be provided between the 
observer sampling station and the loca-
tion where the observer collects sample 
catch. 

(iii) Minimum work space aboard at-sea 
processing vessels. The observer must 
have a working area of 4.5 square me-
ters, including the observer’s sampling 
table, for sampling and storage of fish 
to be sampled. The observer must be 
able to stand upright and have a work 
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area at least 0.9 m deep in the area in 
front of the table and scale. 

(iv) Table aboard at-sea processing ves-
sels. The observer sampling station 
must include a table at least 0.6 m 
deep, 1.2 m wide and 0.9 m high and no 
more than 1.1 m high. The entire sur-
face area of the table must be available 
for use by the observer. Any area for 
the observer sampling scale is in addi-
tion to the minimum space require-
ments for the table. The observer’s 
sampling table must be secured to the 
floor or wall. 

(v) Diverter board aboard at-sea proc-
essing vessels. The conveyor belt con-
veying unsorted catch must have a re-
movable board (diverter board) to 
allow all fish to be diverted from the 
belt directly into the observer’s sam-
pling baskets. The diverter board must 
be located downstream of the scale 
used to weigh total catch. At least 1 m 
of accessible belt space, located down-
stream of the scale used to weight 
total catch, must be available for the 
observer’s use when sampling. 

(vi) Other requirement for at-sea proc-
essing vessels. The sampling station 
must be in a well-drained area that in-
cludes floor grating (or other material 
that prevents slipping), lighting ade-
quate for day or night sampling, and a 
hose that supplies fresh or sea water to 
the observer. 

(vii) Observer sampling scale. The ob-
server sample station must include a 
NMFS-approved platform scale (pursu-
ant to requirements at 50 CFR 
679.28(d)(5)) with a capacity of at least 
50 kg located within 1 m of the observ-
er’s sampling table. The scale must be 
mounted so that the weighing surface 
is no more than 0.7 m above the floor. 

(2) Requirements for bins used to make 
volumetric estimates on at-sea processing 
vessels. [Reserved] 

(3) Operational requirements for at-sea 
processing vessels. [Reserved] 

[66 FR 20613, Apr. 24, 2001, as amended at 69 
FR 31755, June 7, 2004. Redesignated and 
amended at 69 FR 42350, July 15, 2004; 69 FR 
57881, Sept. 28, 2004] 

§ 660.320 Allocations. 
(a) General. The commercial portion 

of the Pacific Coast groundfish fishery, 
excluding the treaty Indian fishery, is 
divided into limited entry and open ac-

cess fisheries. Separate allocations for 
the limited entry and open access fish-
eries will be established biennially or 
annually for certain species and/or 
areas using the procedures described in 
this subpart or the PCGFMP. 

(1) Limited entry allocation. The allo-
cation for the limited entry fishery is 
the allowable catch (harvest guideline 
or quota excluding set asides for rec-
reational or tribal Indian fisheries) 
minus the allocation to the open access 
fishery. 

(2) Open access allocation. The alloca-
tion for the open access fishery is de-
rived by applying the open access allo-
cation percentage to the annual har-
vest guideline or quota after sub-
tracting any set asides for recreational 
or tribal Indian fisheries. For manage-
ment areas where quotas or harvest 
guidelines for a stock are not fully uti-
lized, no separate allocation will be es-
tablished for the open access fishery 
until it is projected that the allowable 
catch for a species will be reached. 

(b) Open access allocation percentage. 
For each species with a harvest guide-
line or quota, the initial open access 
allocation percentage is calculated by: 

(1) Computing the total catch for 
that species during the window period 
by any vessel that does not initially re-
ceive a limited entry permit. 

(2) Dividing that amount by the total 
catch during the window period by all 
gear. 

(3) The guidelines in this paragraph 
(b)(3) apply to recalculation of the open 
access allocation percentage. Any re-
calculated allocation percentage will 
be used in calculating the following bi-
ennial fishing period’s open access allo-
cation. 

(c) Catch accounting between the lim-
ited entry and open access fisheries. Any 
groundfish caught by a vessel with a 
limited entry permit will be counted 
against the limited entry allocation 
while the limited entry fishery for that 
vessel’s limited entry gear is open. 
When the fishery for a vessel’s limited 
entry gear has closed, groundfish 
caught by that vessel with open access 
gear will be counted against the open 
access allocation. All groundfish 
caught by vessels without limited 
entry permits will be counted against 
the open access allocation. 
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H.R.5946 

Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act of 2006 (Enrolled as 
Agreed to or Passed by Both House and Senate) 

SEC. 203. ACCESS TO CERTAIN INFORMATION. 
 

(a) IN GENERAL- Section 402(b) (16 U.S.C. 1881a(b)) is amended-- 

(1) by redesignating paragraph (2) as paragraph (3) and resetting it 2 ems from the left margin; 
 

(2) by striking all preceding paragraph (3), as redesignated, and inserting the following: 

`(b) CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION- 

`(1) Any information submitted to the Secretary, a State fishery management agency, or a marine 
fisheries commission by any person in compliance with the requirements of this Act shall be 
confidential and shall not be disclosed except-- 

`(A) to Federal employees and Council employees who are responsible for fishery 
management plan development, monitoring, or enforcement; 

 
`(B) to State or Marine Fisheries Commission employees as necessary to further the 
Department's mission, subject to a confidentiality agreement that prohibits public 
disclosure of the identity of business of any person; 

 
`(C) to State employees who are responsible for fishery management plan enforcement, if 
the States employing those employees have entered into a fishery enforcement agreement 
with the Secretary and the agreement is in effect; 

 
`(D) when required by court order; 

`(E) when such information is used by State, Council, or Marine Fisheries Commission 
employees to verify catch under a limited access program, but only to the extent that such 
use is consistent with subparagraph (B); 

`(F) when the Secretary has obtained written authorization from the person submitting such 
information to release such information to persons for reasons not otherwise provided for in 
this subsection, and such release does not violate other requirements of this Act; 
`(G) when such information is required to be submitted to the Secretary for any 
determination under a limited access program; or 

`(H) in support of homeland and national security activities, including the Coast Guard's 
homeland security missions as defined in section 888(a)(2) of the Homeland Security Act of 
2002 (6 U.S.C. 468(a)(2)). 

`(2) Any observer information shall be confidential and shall not be disclosed, except in 
accordance with the requirements of subparagraphs (A) through (H) of paragraph (1), or-- 

`(A) as authorized by a fishery management plan or regulations under the authority of the 
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North Pacific Council to allow disclosure to the public of weekly summary bycatch 
information identified by vessel or for haul-specific bycatch information without vessel 
identification; 

`(B) when such information is necessary in proceedings to adjudicate observer 
certifications; or 

`(C) as authorized by any regulations issued under paragraph (3) allowing the collection of 
observer information, pursuant to a confidentiality agreement between the observers, 
observer employers, and the Secretary prohibiting disclosure of the information by the 
observers or observer employers, in order-- 

`(i) to allow the sharing of observer information among observers and between 
observers and observer employers as necessary to train and prepare observers for 
deployments on specific vessels; or 

`(ii) to validate the accuracy of the observer information collected.'; and 

(3) by striking `(1)(E).' in paragraph (3), as redesignated, and inserting `(2)(A).'. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT- Section 404(c)(4) (16 U.S.C. 1881c(c)(4)) is amended by 
striking `under section 401'. 

SEC. 204. COOPERATIVE RESEARCH AND MANAGEMENT PROGRAM. 
 

Title III (16 U.S.C. 1851 et seq.), as amended by section 119 of this Act, is further amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

`SEC. 318. COOPERATIVE RESEARCH AND MANAGEMENT PROGRAM. 
 

`(a) IN GENERAL- The Secretary of Commerce, in consultation with the Councils, shall establish a 
cooperative research and management program to address needs identified under this Act and under any 
other marine resource laws enforced by the Secretary. The program shall be implemented on a regional 
basis and shall be developed and conducted through partnerships among Federal, State, and Tribal 
managers and scientists (including interstate fishery commissions), fishing industry participants 
(including use of commercial charter or recreational vessels for gathering data), and educational 
institutions. 

 
`(b) ELIGIBLE PROJECTS- The Secretary shall make funds available under the program for the 
support of projects to address critical needs identified by the Councils in consultation with the 
Secretary. The program shall promote and encourage efforts to utilize sources of data maintained by 
other Federal agencies, State agencies, or academia for use in such projects. 

 
`(c) FUNDING- In making funds available the Secretary shall award funding on a competitive basis and 
based on regional fishery management needs, select programs that form part of a coherent program of 
research focused on solving priority issues identified by the Councils, and shall give priority to the 
following projects: 

`(1) Projects to collect data to improve, supplement, or enhance stock assessments, including the 
use of fishing vessels or acoustic or other marine technology. 

`(2) Projects to assess the amount and type of bycatch or post-release mortality occurring in a 
fishery. 
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`(3) Conservation engineering projects designed to reduce bycatch, including avoidance of 
post-release mortality, reduction of bycatch in high seas fisheries, and transfer of such fishing 
technologies to other nations. 

 
`(4) Projects for the identification of habitat areas of particular concern and for habitat 
conservation. 

`(5) Projects designed to collect and compile economic and social data. 
 

`(d) EXPERIMENTAL PERMITTING PROCESS- Not later than 180 days after the date of enactment of 
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act of 2006, the 
Secretary, in consultation with the Councils, shall promulgate regulations that create an expedited, 
uniform, and regionally-based process to promote issuance, where practicable, of experimental fishing 
permits. 

`(e) GUIDELINES- The Secretary, in consultation with the Councils, shall establish guidelines to 
ensure that participation in a research project funded under this section does not result in loss of a 
participant's catch history or unexpended days-at-sea as part of a limited entry system. 

`(f) EXEMPTED PROJECTS- The procedures of this section shall not apply to research funded by 
quota set-asides in a fishery.'. 

SEC. 205. HERRING STUDY. 
 

Title III (16 U.S.C. 1851 et seq.), as amended by section 204, is further amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

`SEC. 319. HERRING STUDY. 
 

`(a) IN GENERAL- The Secretary may conduct a cooperative research program to study the issues of 
abundance, distribution and the role of herring as forage fish for other commercially important fish stocks 
in the Northwest Atlantic, and the potential for local scale depletion from herring harvesting and how it 
relates to other fisheries in the Northwest Atlantic. In planning, designing, and implementing this 
program, the Secretary shall engage multiple fisheries sectors and stakeholder groups concerned with 
herring management. 

 
`(b) REPORT- The Secretary shall present the final results of this study to Congress within 3 months 
following the completion of the study, and an interim report at the end of fiscal year 2008. 

 
`(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS- There are authorized to be appropriated $2,000,000 
for fiscal year 2007 through fiscal year 2009 to conduct this study.' 

 
SEC. 206. RESTORATION STUDY. 
 

Title III (16 U.S.C. 1851 et seq.), as amended by section 205, is further amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

`SEC. 320. RESTORATION STUDY. 
 

`(a) IN GENERAL- The Secretary may conduct a study to update scientific information and protocols 
needed to improve restoration techniques for a variety of coast habitat types and synthesize the results in a 
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format easily understandable by restoration practitioners and local communities. 
 

`(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS- There are authorized to be appropriated $500,000 
for fiscal year 2007 to conduct this study.'. 

SEC. 207. WESTERN PACIFIC FISHERY DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS. 
 

Section 111(b) of the Sustainable Fisheries Act (16 U.S.C. 1855 note) is amended-- 

(1) by striking `and the Secretary of the Interior are' in paragraph (1) and inserting `is'; 

(2) by striking `not less than three and not more than five' in paragraph (1); and 
 

(3) by striking paragraph (6) and inserting the following: 

`(6) In this subsection the term `Western Pacific community' means a community eligible to 
participate under section 305(i)(2)(B)(i) through (iv) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1855(i)(2)(B)(i) through (iv)).'. 

SEC. 208. FISHERIES CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT FUND. 
 

(a) IN GENERAL- The Secretary shall establish and maintain a fund, to be known as the `Fisheries 
Conservation and Management Fund', which shall consist of amounts retained and deposited into the 
Fund under subsection (c). 

 
(b) PURPOSES- Subject to the allocation of funds described in subsection (d), amounts in the Fund 
shall be available to the Secretary of Commerce, without appropriation or fiscal year limitation, to 
disburse as described in subsection (e) for-- 

 
(1) efforts to improve fishery harvest data collection including-- 

 
(A) expanding the use of electronic catch reporting programs and technology; and 

(B) improvement of monitoring and observer coverage through the expanded use of 
electronic monitoring devices and satellite tracking systems such as VMS on small 
vessels; 

(2) cooperative fishery research and analysis, in collaboration with fishery participants, academic 
institutions, community residents, and other interested parties; 

 
(3) development of methods or new technologies to improve the quality, health safety, and value of 
fish landed; 
 
(4) conducting analysis of fish and seafood for health benefits and risks, including levels of 
contaminants and, where feasible, the source of such contaminants; 

 
(5) marketing of sustainable United States fishery products, including consumer education 
regarding the health or other benefits of wild fishery products harvested by vessels of the United 
States; 

 
(6) improving data collection under the Marine Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey in 
accordance with section 401(g)(3) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
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Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1881(g)(3)); and 
 

(7) providing financial assistance to fishermen to offset the costs of modifying fishing practices 
and gear to meet the requirements of this Act, the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), and other Federal laws in pari materia. 

 
(c) Deposits to the Fund- 

(1) QUOTA SET-ASIDES- Any amount generated through quota set-asides established by a 
Council under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 
1801 et seq.) and designated by the Council for inclusion in the Fishery Conservation and 
Management Fund, may be deposited in the Fund. 

(2) OTHER FUNDS- In addition to amounts received pursuant to paragraph (1) of this 
subsection, the Fishery Conservation and Management Fund may also receive funds from-- 

(A) appropriations for the purposes of this section; and 

(B) States or other public sources or private or non-profit organizations for purposes of 
this section. 

(d) REGIONAL ALLOCATION- The Secretary shall, every 2 years, apportion monies from the Fund 
among the eight Council regions according to recommendations of the Councils, based on regional 
priorities identified through the Council process, except that no region shall receive less than 5 percent of 
the Fund in each allocation period. 

 
(e) LIMITATION ON THE USE OF THE FUND- No amount made available from the Fund may be 
used to defray the costs of carrying out requirements of this Act or the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.) other than those uses identified in this 
section. 

SEC. 209. USE OF FISHERY FINANCE PROGRAM FOR SUSTAINABLE 
PURPOSES. 
 

Section 53706(a)(7) of title 46, United States Code, is amended to read as follows: `(7) 

Financing or refinancing-- 
 

`(A) the purchase of individual fishing quotas in accordance with section 303(d)(4) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (including the reimbursement 
of obligors for expenditures previously made for such a purchase); 

 
`(B) activities that assist in the transition to reduced fishing capacity; or 

 
`(C) technologies or upgrades designed to improve collection and reporting of 
fishery-dependent data, to reduce bycatch, to improve selectivity or reduce adverse 
impacts of fishing gear, or to improve safety.'. 

SEC. 210. REGIONAL ECOSYSTEM RESEARCH. 
 

Section 406 (16 U.S.C. 1882) is amended by adding at the end the following: `(f) 
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REGIONAL ECOSYSTEM RESEARCH- 

`(1) STUDY- Within 180 days after the date of enactment of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act of 2006, the Secretary, in consultation with the 
Councils, shall undertake and complete a study on the state of the science for advancing the 
concepts and integration of ecosystem considerations in regional fishery management. The study 
should build upon the recommendations of the advisory panel and include-- 

 
`(A) recommendations for scientific data, information and technology requirements for 
understanding ecosystem processes, and methods for integrating such information from a 
variety of federal, state, and regional sources; 

 
`(B) recommendations for processes for incorporating broad stake holder participation; 

`(C) recommendations for processes to account for effects of environmental variation on 
fish stocks and fisheries; and 

 
`(D) a description of existing and developing council efforts to implement ecosystem 
approaches, including lessons learned by the councils. 

 
`(2) AGENCY TECHNICAL ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE, REGIONAL PILOT PROGRAMS- 
The Secretary is authorized to provide necessary technical advice and assistance, including grants, 
to the Councils for the development and design of regional pilot programs that build upon the 
recommendations of the advisory panel and, when completed, the study.'. 

SEC. 211. DEEP SEA CORAL RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM. 
 

Title IV (16 U.S.C. 1881 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end the following: 

`SEC. 408. DEEP SEA CORAL RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM. 
 

`(a) IN GENERAL- The Secretary, in consultation with appropriate regional fishery management 
councils and in coordination with other federal agencies and educational institutions, shall, subject to the 
availability of appropriations, establish a program-- 

`(1) to identify existing research on, and known locations of, deep sea corals and submit such 
information to the appropriate Councils; 

`(2) to locate and map locations of deep sea corals and submit such information to the Councils; 
`(3) to monitor activity in locations where deep sea corals are known or likely to occur, based on 
best scientific information available, including through underwater or remote sensing technologies 
and submit such information to the appropriate Councils; 

 
`(4) to conduct research, including cooperative research with fishing industry participants, on 
deep sea corals and related species, and on survey methods; 

 
`(5) to develop technologies or methods designed to assist fishing industry participants in 
reducing interactions between fishing gear and deep sea corals; and 

`(6) to prioritize program activities in areas where deep sea corals are known to occur, and in 
areas where scientific modeling or other methods predict deep sea corals are likely to be present. 
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`(b) REPORTING- Beginning 1 year after the date of enactment of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act of 2006, the Secretary, in consultation with the 
Councils, shall submit biennial reports to Congress and the public on steps taken by the Secretary to 
identify, monitor, and protect deep sea coral areas, including summaries of the results of mapping, 
research, and data collection performed under the program.'. 

SEC. 212. IMPACT OF TURTLE EXCLUDER DEVICES ON SHRIMPING. 
 

(a) IN GENERAL- The Undersecretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere shall execute an 
agreement with the National Academy of Sciences to conduct, jointly, a multi-year, comprehensive in-
water study designed-- 

(1) to measure accurately the efforts and effects of shrimp fishery efforts to utilize turtle excluder 
devices; 

 
(2) to analyze the impact of those efforts on sea turtle mortality, including interaction between 
turtles and shrimp trawlers in the inshore, nearshore, and offshore waters of the Gulf of Mexico and 
similar geographical locations in the waters of the Southeastern United States; and 

 
(3) to evaluate innovative technologies to increase shrimp retention in turtle excluder devices 
while ensuring the protection of endangered and threatened sea turtles. 

 
(b) OBSERVERS- In conducting the study, the Undersecretary shall ensure that observers are placed 
onboard commercial shrimp fishing vessels where appropriate or necessary. 

(c) INTERIM REPORTS- During the course of the study and until a final report is submitted to the 
Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation and the House of Representatives 
Committee on Resources, the National Academy of Sciences shall transmit interim reports to the 
Committees biannually containing a summary of preliminary findings and conclusions from the study. 

SEC. 213. HURRICANE EFFECTS ON COMMERCIAL AND RECREATION 
FISHERY HABITATS. 
 

(a) FISHERIES REPORT- Within 180 days after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
Commerce shall transmit a report to the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation and 
the House of Representatives Committee on Resources on the impact of Hurricane Katrina, Hurricane 
Rita, and Hurricane Wilma on-- 

(1) commercial and recreational fisheries in the States of Alabama, Louisiana, Florida, 
Mississippi, and Texas; 

 
(2) shrimp fishing vessels in those States; and 

 
(3) the oyster industry in those States. 

(b) HABITAT REPORT- Within 180 days after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
Commerce shall transmit a report to the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation and 
the House of Representatives Committee on Resources on the impact of Hurricane Katrina, Hurricane 
Rita, and Hurricane Wilma on habitat, including the habitat of shrimp and oysters in those States. 

(c) HABITAT RESTORATION- The Secretary shall carry out activities to restore fishery habitats, 
including the shrimp and oyster habitats in Louisiana and Mississippi. 
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SEC. 214. NORTH PACIFIC FISHERIES CONVENTION. 
 

Section 313 (16 U.S.C. 1862) is amended-- 
 

(1) by striking `all fisheries under the Council's jurisdiction except salmon fisheries' in 
subsection (a) and inserting `any fishery under the Council's jurisdiction except a salmon 
fishery'; 

 
(2) by striking subsection (a)(2) and inserting the following: 

 
`(2) establishes a system, or system, of fees, which may vary by fishery, management area, or 
observer coverage level, to pay for the cost of implementing the plan.'; 

 
(3) by striking `observers' in subsection (b)(2)(A) and inserting `observers, or electronic 
monitoring systems,'; 

(4) by inserting `a fixed amount reflecting actual observer costs as described in subparagraph (A) 
or' in subsection (b)(2)(E) after `expressed as'; 

 
(5) by inserting `some or' in subsection (b)(2)(F) after `against'; 

(6) by inserting `or an electronic monitoring system' after `observer' in subsection (b)(2)(F); 
 

(7) by striking `and' after the semicolon in subsection (b)(2)(H); and 
 

(8) by redesignating subparagraph (I) of subsection (b)(2) as subparagraph (J) and inserting after 
subparagraph (H) the following: 

 
`(I) provide that fees collected will be credited against any fee for stationing observers or electronic 
monitoring systems on board fishing vessels and United States fish processors and the actual cost 
of inputting collected data to which a fishing vessel or fish processor is subject under section 
304(d) of this Act; and'. 

SEC. 215. NEW ENGLAND GROUNDFISH FISHERY. 
 

(a) REVIEW- The Secretary of Commerce shall conduct a unique, thorough examination of the 
potential impact on all affected and interested parties of Framework 42 to the Northeast Multispecies 
Fishery Management Plan. 

 
(b) REPORT- The Secretary shall report the Secretary's findings under subsection (a) within 30 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act. The Secretary shall include in the report a detailed discussion of each of 
the following: 

(1) The economic and social implications for affected parties within the fishery, including 
potential losses to infrastructure, expected from the imposition of Framework 42. 

(2) The estimated average annual income generated by fishermen in New England, separated by 
State and vessel size, and the estimated annual income expected after the imposition of Framework 
42. 

(3) Whether the differential days-at-sea counting imposed by Framework 42 would result in a 
reduction in the number of small vessels actively participating in the New England Fishery. 
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(4) The percentage and approximate number of vessels in the New England fishery, separated by 
State and vessel type, that are incapable of fishing outside the areas designated in Framework 42 for 
differential days-at-sea counting. 

 
(5) The percentage of the annual groundfish catch in the New England fishery that is harvested 
by small vessels. 

(6) The current monetary value of groundfish permits in the New England fishery and the actual 
impact that the potential imposition of Framework 42 is having on such value. 

(7) Whether permitting days-at-sea to be leased is altering the market value for groundfish 
permits or days-at-sea in New England. 

 
(8) Whether there is a substantially high probability that the biomass targets used as a basis for 
Amendment 13 remain achievable. 

(9) An identification of the year in which the biomass targets used as a basis for Amendment 13 
were last evident or achieved, and the evidence used to determine such date. 

(10) Any separate or non-fishing factors, including environmental factors, that may be leading to a 
slower rebuilding of groundfish than previously anticipated. 

 
(11) The potential harm to the non-fishing environment and ecosystem from the reduction in 
fishing resulting from Framework 42 and the potential redevelopment of the coastal land for 
other purposes, including potential for increases in non-point source of pollution and other 
impacts. 

SEC. 216. REPORT ON COUNCIL MANAGEMENT COORDINATION. 
 

The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Council, in consultation with the New England Fishery Council, shall submit a 
report to the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation within 9 months after the date 
of enactment of this Act-- 

 
(1) describing the role of council liaisons between the Mid-Atlantic and New England Councils, 
including an explanation of council policies regarding the liaison's role in Council decision-making 
since 1996; 

 
(2) describing how management actions are taken regarding the operational aspects of current 
joint fishery management plans, and how such joint plans may undergo changes through 
amendment or framework processes; 

 
(3) evaluating the role of the New England Fishery Council and the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Council 
liaisons in the development and approval of management plans for fisheries in which the liaisons or 
members of the non-controlling Council have a demonstrated interest and significant current and 
historical landings of species managed by either Council; 

(4) evaluating the effectiveness of the various approaches developed by the Councils to improve 
representation for affected members of the non-controlling Council in Council decision-making, 
such as use of liaisons, joint management plans, and other policies, taking into account both the 
procedural and conservation requirements of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act; and 
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(5) analyzing characteristics of North Carolina and Florida that supported their inclusion as 
voting members of more than one Council and the extent to which those characteristics support 
Rhode Island's inclusion on a second Council (the Mid-Atlantic Council). 

SEC. 217. STUDY OF SHORTAGE IN THE NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS WITH 
POST- BACCALAUREATE DEGREES IN SUBJECTS RELATED TO FISHERY 
SCIENCE. 
 

(a) IN GENERAL- The Secretary of Commerce and the Secretary of Education shall collaborate to 
conduct a study of-- 

 
(1) whether there is a shortage in the number of individuals with post-baccalaureate degrees in 
subjects related to fishery science, including fishery oceanography, fishery ecology, and fishery 
anthropology, who have the ability to conduct high quality scientific research in fishery stock 
assessment, fishery population dynamics, and related fields, for government, non-profit, and 
private sector entities; 

(2) what Federal programs are available to help facilitate the education of students hoping to 
pursue these degrees; and 

 
(3) what institutions of higher education, the private sector, and the Congress could do to try to 
increase the number of individuals with such post-baccalaureate degrees. 

 
(b) REPORT- Not later than 8 months after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretaries of 
Commerce and Education shall transmit a report to each committee of Congress with jurisdiction over the 
programs referred to in subsection (a), detailing the findings and recommendations of the study under 
this section. 

SEC. 218. GULF OF ALASKA ROCKFISH DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM. 
 

Section 802 of Public Law 108-199 (118 Stat. 110) is amended by striking `2 years' and inserting `5 
years'. 

TITLE III--OTHER FISHERIES STATUTES 

SEC. 301. AMENDMENTS TO NORTHERN PACIFIC HALIBUT ACT. 
 

(a) CIVIL PENALTIES- Section 8(a) of the Northern Pacific Halibut Act of 1982 (16 U.S.C. 773f(a)) is 
amended-- 
 
(1) by striking `$25,000' and inserting `$200,000'; 

(2) by striking `violation, the degree of culpability, and history of prior offenses, ability to pay,' in the 
fifth sentence and inserting `violator, the degree of culpability, any history of prior offenses,'; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: `In assessing such penalty, the Secretary may also consider any 
information provided by the violator relating to the ability of the violator to pay if the information is 
provided to the Secretary at least 30 days prior to an administrative hearing.'. 

(b) PERMIT SANCTIONS- Section 8 of the Northern Pacific Halibut Act of 1982 (16 U.S.C. 773f) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
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`(e) Revocation or Suspension of Permit- 

`(1) IN GENERAL- The Secretary may take any action described in paragraph (2) in any case in which-- 

`(A) a vessel has been used in the commission of any act prohibited under section 7; 

`(B) the owner or operator of a vessel or any other person who has been issued or has 
applied for a permit under this Act has acted in violation of section 7; or 

`(C) any amount in settlement of a civil forfeiture imposed on a vessel or other property, or any 
civil penalty or criminal fine imposed on a vessel or owner or operator of a vessel or any other 
person who has been issued or has applied for a permit under any marine resource law enforced by 
the Secretary has not been paid and is overdue. 

`(2) PERMIT-RELATED ACTIONS- Under the circumstances described in paragraph (1) the 
Secretary may-- 

`(A) revoke any permit issued with respect to such vessel or person, with or without 
prejudice to the issuance of subsequent permits; 

 
`(B) suspend such permit for a period of time considered by the Secretary to be 
appropriate; 

 
`(C) deny such permit; or 

 
`(D) impose additional conditions and restrictions on any permit issued to or applied for by such 
vessel or person under this Act and, with respect to any foreign fishing vessel, on the approved 
application of the foreign nation involved and on any permit issued under that application. 

`(3) FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED- In imposing a sanction under this subsection, the 
Secretary shall take into account-- 

 
`(A) the nature, circumstances, extent, and gravity of the prohibited acts for which the 
sanction is imposed; and 

 
`(B) with respect to the violator, the degree of culpability, any history of prior offenses, and 
such other matters as justice may require. 

 
`(4) TRANSFERS OF OWNERSHIP- Transfer of ownership of a vessel, a permit, or any interest in a 
permit, by sale or otherwise, shall not extinguish any permit sanction that is in effect or is pending at the 
time of transfer of ownership. 
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Document—Edition Document title Proposal clos-
ing date 

NFPA 90B—2006 ..................................... Standard for the Installation of Warm Air Heating and Air-Conditioning Systems ...... 11/22/2006 
NFPA 92A—2006 ..................................... Standard for Smoke-Control Systems Utilizing Barriers and Pressure Differences ... 11/22/2006 
NFPA 92B—2005 ..................................... Standard for Smoke Management Systems in Malls, Atria, and Large Spaces ......... 11/22/2006 
NFPA 170—2006 ...................................... Standard for Fire Safety and Emergency Symbols ..................................................... 11/22/2006 
NFPA 241—2004 ...................................... Standard for Safeguarding Construction, Alteration, and Demolition Operations ....... 11/22/2006 
NFPA 256—2003 ...................................... Standard Methods of Fire Tests of Roof Coverings .................................................... 11/22/2006 
NFPA 260—2003 ...................................... Standard Methods of Tests and Classification System for Cigarette Ignition Resist-

ance of Components of Upholstered Furniture.
11/22/2006 

NFPA 261—2003 ...................................... Standard Method of Test for Determining Resistance of Mock-Up Upholstered Fur-
niture Material Assemblies to Ignition by Smoldering Cigarettes.

11/22/2006 

NFPA 274—2003 ...................................... Standard Test Method to Evaluate Fire Performance Characteristics of Pipe Insula-
tion.

11/22/2006 

NFPA 275—P * ......................................... Standard Method of Tests for the Evaluation of Thermal Barriers Used Over Foam 
Plastic.

11/22/2006 

NFPA 290—2003 ...................................... Standard for Fire Testing of Passive Protection Materials for Use on LP-Gas Con-
tainers.

11/22/2006 

NFPA 306—2003 ...................................... Standard for the Control of Gas Hazards on Vessels ................................................. 11/22/2006 
NFPA 318—2006 ...................................... Standard for the Protection of Semiconductor Fabrication Facilities .......................... 11/22/2006 
NFPA 450—2004 ...................................... Guide for Emergency Medical Services and Systems ................................................ 11/22/2006 
NFPA 484—2006 ...................................... Standard for Combustible Metals ................................................................................ 11/22/2006 
NFPA 505—2006 ...................................... Fire Safety Standard for Powered Industrial Trucks Including Type Designations, 

Areas of Use, Conversions, Maintenance, and Operations.
11/22/2006 

NFPA 555—2004 ...................................... Guide on Methods for Evaluating Potential for Room Flashover ................................ 11/22/2006 
NFPA 610—2003 ...................................... Guide for Emergency and Safety Operations at Motorsports Venues ........................ 11/22/2006 
NFPA 705—2003 ...................................... Recommended Practice for a Field Flame Test for Textiles and Films ...................... 11/22/2006 
NFPA 1002—2003 .................................... Standard for Fire Apparatus Driver/Operator Professional Qualifications ................... 11/22/2006 
NFPA 1021—2003 .................................... Standard for Fire Officer Professional Qualifications .................................................. 11/22/2006 
NFPA 1026—P * ....................................... Standard for Incident Management Personnel Professional Qualifications ................ 11/22/2006 
NFPA 1031—2003 .................................... Standard for Professional Qualifications for Fire Inspector and Plan Examiner ......... 11/22/2006 
NFPA 1033—2003 .................................... Standard for Professional Qualifications for Fire Investigator ..................................... 11/22/2006 
NFPA 1143—2003 .................................... Standard for Wildland Fire Management ..................................................................... 11/22/2006 
NFPA 1620—2003 .................................... Recommended Practice for Pre-Incident Planning ...................................................... 11/22/2006 
NFPA 1670—2004 .................................... Standard on Operations and Training for Technical Search and Rescue Incidents ... 5/25/2007 
NFPA 1963—2003 .................................... Standard for Fire Hose Connections ........................................................................... 5/25/2007 
NFPA 1965—2003 .................................... Standard for Fire Hose Appliances .............................................................................. 5/25/2007 
NFPA 2010—2006 .................................... Standard for Fixed Aerosol Fire Extinguishing Systems ............................................. 11/22/2006 

* P Proposed NEW drafts are available from NFPA’s Web site—www.nfpa.org or may be obtained from NFPA’s Codes and Standards Admin-
istration, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, Massachusetts 02269—7471. 

Dated: October 3, 2006. 
James E. Hill, 
Acting Deputy Director. 
[FR Doc. E6–16818 Filed 10–10–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; An Observer 
Program for Catcher Vessels in the 
Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 

DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before December 11, 
2006. 

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Jonathan Cusick, 360–332– 
2793 or Jonathan.Cusick@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This data collection requires that a 
representative (owner, operator, or 
manager) for selected catcher vessels 
participating in the Pacific Coast 
Groundfish Fishery provide National 
Marine Fisheries Service with 
notification at least 24 hours before 
departure for a fishing trip and 
notification when the vessel ceases to 

participate in the observed portion of 
the fleet. The information will be used 
to plan for fishery observer assignments. 

II. Method of Collection 
Telephone calls are required from 

participants. 

III. Data 
OMB Number: 0648–0423. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission. 
Affected Public: Business or other for- 

profit organizations. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

2,116. 
Estimated Time Per Response: 10 

minutes. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 1,763. 
Estimated Total Annual Cost to 

Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 
Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 

the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
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practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: October 4, 2006. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. E6–16733 Filed 10–10–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

[I.D. 100406D] 

Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management 
Council; Public Meetings 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of Closed Session SEDAR 
Selection Committee Conference Call. 

SUMMARY: The Gulf of Mexico Fishery 
Management Council (Council) will 
convene its Southeast Data, Assessment 
and Review (SEDAR) Selection 
Committee via Conference Call to select 
participants for SEDAR 12 for red 
grouper for recommendation to the 
Council. 
DATES: The Conference Call will be held 
on Friday, October 27, 2006, from 11 
a.m. EDT to 11:30 a.m. EDT. 
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held 
via Closed Session conference call. 

Council address: Gulf of Mexico 
Fishery Management Council, 2203 
North Lois Avenue, Suite 1100, Tampa, 
FL 33607. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Wayne Swingle, Executive Director, 
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management 
Council; telephone: (813) 348–1630. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf 
of Mexico Fishery Management Council 
(Council) will convene its Southeast 
Data, Assessment and Review (SEDAR) 
Selection Committee in a closed session 

conference call on Friday, October 27, 
2006 at 11 a.m. EDT. The purpose of the 
meeting is to select members for the 
SEDAR 12 series for Red Grouper for 
recommendation to the Council. The 
Committee recommendations will be 
presented to the Council at the 
November 13 - 17, 2006 Council 
Meeting in Galveston, TX. 

Special Accommodations 
This meeting is physically accessible 

to people with disabilities. Requests for 
sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aids should be directed to Tina 
Trezza at the Council (see ADDRESSES) at 
least 5 working days prior to the 
meeting. 

Dated: October 5, 2006. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. E6–16787 Filed 10–10–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

[I.D. 100406C] 

New England Fishery Management 
Council; Public Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of public meetings. 

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery 
Management Council (Council) is 
scheduling a public meetings of its 
Monkfish Advisory Panel and Monkfish 
Oversight Committee in October and 
November, 2006, to consider actions 
affecting New England fisheries in the 
exclusive economic zone (EEZ). 
Recommendations from these groups 
will be brought to the full Council for 
formal consideration and action, if 
appropriate. 

DATES: These meetings will be held on 
Tuesday, October 31, 2006, at 9:30 a.m. 
and Wednesday, November 1, 2006, at 
9:30 a.m. 
ADDRESSES: These meetings will be held 
at the Sheraton Ferncroft, 50 Ferncroft 
Road, Danvers, MA 01923; telephone: 
(978) 777–2500; fax: (978) 750–7991. 

Council address: New England 
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water 
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul 
J. Howard, Executive Director, New 
England Fishery Management Council; 
telephone: (978) 465–0492. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
schedule and agenda for the following 
meetings are as follows: 

1. Tuesday, October 31, 2006; Monkfish 
Advisory Panel meeting. 

The advisory panel will review the 
draft Framework Adjustment 4 
documents and analyses and make 
recommendations to the Monkfish 
Committee and the Councils for final 
measures to be adopted at the November 
New England Council meeting and the 
December Mid-Atlantic Council 
meeting, and subsequently submitted to 
the National Marine Fisheries Service. 
Framework 4 includes alternatives for 
target total allowable catch (TAC) 
alternatives and associated trip limits 
and days-at-sea (DAS) alternatives for 
the final three years of the monkfish 
rebuilding program starting May 1, 
2007. Framework 4 also contains other 
alternatives including eliminating the 
directed fishery; backstop provisions to 
ensure that management measures 
achieve the target TAC on an ongoing 
basis; modification or elimination of the 
DAS carryover provision; and 
modification of the boundary of the 
North Carolina/Virginia area monkfish 
fishery. Following the completion of the 
Framework 4 business, the advisors will 
discuss and make recommendations to 
the Monkfish Committee on possible 
adjustment to the monkfish incidental 
catch limit on scallop vessels fishing in 
the scallop closed area access programs. 
The advisors will also discuss and 
outline the issues related to the 
development of a monkfish DAS leasing 
program. 

2. Wednesday, November 1, 2006; 
Monkfish Oversight Committee 
meeting. 

The Committee will review the draft 
Framework Adjustment 4 documents 
and analyses and the recommendations 
of the Monkfish Advisory Panel and 
finalize recommendations for measures 
to be adopted at the November New 
England Council meeting and the 
December Mid-Atlantic Council meeting 
and subsequently submitted to the 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
Framework 4 includes alternatives for 
target total allowable catch (TAC) 
alternatives and associated trip limits 
and days-at-sea alternatives for the final 
three years of the monkfish rebuilding 
program starting May 1, 2007. 
Framework 4 also contains other 
alternatives including eliminating the 
directed fishery; backstop provisions to 
ensure that management measures 
achieve the target TACs on an ongoing 
basis; modification or elimination of the 
DAS carryover provision and 
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