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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
GEAR-MARKING REQUIREMENTS IN ANTARCTIC WATERS 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0367 
 
 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
The success of fisheries management programs depends significantly on regulatory compliance.  
Requirements that fishing gear be marked are essential to facilitate enforcement.  The ability to 
link fishing gear to the vessel owner or operator is crucial to enforcement regulations issued 
under the authority of the Antarctic Marine Living Resources Convention Act of 1984 to govern 
fishing in the area of the Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources 
(CCAMLR).  The marking of fishing gear is also valuable in actions concerning damage, loss, 
and civil proceedings.   
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines. 
 
Under 50 CFR 300.108, the operator of vessel fishing pursuant to an Antarctic Marine Living 
Resources (AMLR) harvesting permit in the CCAMLR Convention Area must mark all fishing 
gear with the vessel’s official number, Federal permit or tag number, an official CCAMLR 
marker, or some other specified form of identification. The regulations further specify how the 
gear is to be marked, e.g., location or color.  International CCAMLR Inspectors rely on this 
information to assure compliance with fisheries management regulations. The National Marine 
Fisheries Service, the U. S. Coast Guard, and other marine agencies in issuing violations, 
prosecutions, and other enforcement actions generally use the identifying number.  Gear that is 
not properly identified can be confiscated. The United States, however, does not currently 
maintain an enforcement presence in the CCAMLR area.  The United States does designate 
scientists and/or officers aboard its Antarctic Marine Living resources (AMLR) research vessels 
to serve as International CCAMLR Inspectors.  CCAMLR Inspectors are authorized, by 
international agreement, to board vessels harvesting in the Convention area and to inspect for 
compliance with CCAMLR conservation and management measures, including gear restriction 
and gear marking requirements.  Gear marking helps ensure that a vessel harvests fish from its 
own traps/pots/other gear and that traps/pots/other gear are not illegally placed or used.  Gear 
violations are more readily prosecuted, and this allows for more cost-effective enforcement. 
 
NMFS regulations do not require the owner of the gear to confirm the specific markings used. 
There is no information on file. The markings allow identification of the owner of the gear in 
situations involving damage, loss and civil proceedings. There is no dissemination of information 
to the public. 
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3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
The requirement that fishing gear be marked with an identifying number does not lend itself to 
information technology. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
There is no duplication with other collections. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
Since all of the respondents are considered small businesses, separate requirements based on size 
of business have not been developed. Only the minimum data are requested. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
The National Marine Fisheries Service and the U.S. Coast Guard could not enforce the fisheries 
management measures and CCAMLR Inspectors could not conduct gear inspections, if the gear 
is not marked. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
The collection will be conducted in a manner consistent with OMB Guidelines. 
  
8.  Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the 
information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments received 
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those 
comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their 
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and 
recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be 
recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice (copy attached) solicited public comment on the request for renewed 
PRA approval.  One comment was received indicating a preference that no commercial fishing 
takes place in the Antarctic.  Pursuant to the Antarctic Marine Living Resources Convention Act 
of 1984, Department of Commerce is authorized to permit such fishing 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts are made. 
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10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
This information is not confidential.  
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
There are no questions of a sensitive nature. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
     (a) Number of respondents expected annually: 4 (two longline vessels, one crab vessel and 
one trawl vessel). 
 
     (b) Frequency of their response: Annually. 
 
     (c) Total number of responses expected: 4. 
 
     (d) Average response time per respondent: Buoys/floats (used on longlines) may take 5 
minutes each to paint/mark.  Traps/pots may be marked or tagged in 2 minutes each. A tag sewn 
onto the net in about 2 minutes, marks trawl gear.      
 

(e) Total annual response time (in hours) for the collection: Total time varies with the type 
and amount of gear used. The number of floats used when longline gear is deployed depends 
largely on ice conditions. It usually ranges between 3-5 floats, so a value of 8 (2 vessels each 
using 4 floats) is used for purposes of this authorization. Approximately 300 pots were carried 
aboard the crab fishing vessels, which previously fished the CCAMLR area. The trawl vessel 
which has participated in the krill fishery uses 3 tags on its pelagic trawl while deployed: one at 
the head, one mid-net and one at the cod end. Using this information as a basis for requesting 
burden hours, 11 hours annually is requested (8 buoys x 5 minutes for 40 minutes; 300 pots x 2 
minutes for 600 minutes; and 3 places on one net x 2 minutes for 6 minutes). 
 

(f) Explanation of how the estimates were arrived at: Experience in issuing CCAMLR  
permits indicates no more than four vessels will participate in CCAMLR fisheries in any given 
year.  Historically, there have been one to three vessels fishing in any CCAMLR fishing season.  
To date, one crab fisher (using traps or pots), one fisher for crab and toothfish (using traps or 
pots and longlines), one fisher for toothfish from two vessels (longlines) and one fisher for krill 
(using trawl nets) have fished in the CCAMLR area.  
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in #12 
above). 

 
     (a) Total annualized capital and start-up costs:  With most traps, pots, and nets, the marking is 
by means of a commercially available plastic tag that is fastened to the gear by strands of wire. 
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The tag number identifies the owner of the trap/pot.  Tags cost about $1.00 each, for a total of 
$311 (for 300 pots on one vessel, 8 buoys on two longlines and 3 on one trawl net on one vessel.) 
 
     (b) Total operations, maintenance, and purchase of services: Given the adverse weather 
conditions and salt water, tag will need to be repaired or replaced annually. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
There are no costs to the Federal Government. 
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or 
14 of the OMB 83-I. 
 
One additional burden hour has been requested to reflect the participation of one additional 
vessel in the fishery.  
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
No results will be published. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
N/A. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the  
OMB 83-I. 
 
There are no exceptions. 
 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 
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50 CFR Ch. III (10–1–00 Edition)§ 300.108

(or all copies thereof with original sig-
natures) to NMFS no later than 30 days
after the end of the fishing season as
authorized for that vessel on its har-
vesting permit.

(3) Transshipment vessels. (i) The mas-
ter of a U.S. vessel issued a permit to
transship Dissostichus species must,
upon receipt of Dissostichus species,
sign each DCD provided by the master
of the harvesting vessel.

(ii) Prior to landing Dissostichus spe-
cies, the master of the transshipping
vessel must:

(A) Obtain on each DCD (or copies
thereof) the signature(s) of both the re-
sponsible official(s) designated by
NMFS in the permit, and the dealer(s)
that receives the catch at the port(s) of
landing and

(B) Sign each DCD (or copies there-
of), and electronically convey by the
most rapid means possible each copy to
NMFS and to the flag state(s) of the
harvesting vessel(s) and provide a copy
to each dealer receiving Dissostichus
species.

(iii) The master of the transshipping
vessel must submit all DCDs with
original signatures to NMFS no later
than 30 days after offloading and retain
copies for a period of 2 years.

(4) Receivers upon landing. Any dealer
who receives Dissostichus species from a
harvesting vessel or from a trans-
shipment vessel must sign the DCD(s)
provided by the master of the vessel.

(5) Import. (i) Any dealer who imports
Dissostichus species must:

(A) Obtain the DCD(s) that accom-
pany the import shipment;

(B) Mail or fax the DCD(s) to NMFS
within 24 hours of the release from cus-
toms custody, and

(C) Retain a copy for his/her records
and provide copies to exporters as
needed.

(ii) Dealers must retain at their place
of business a copy of the DCD for a pe-
riod of 2 years from the date on the
DCD.

(6) Re-export. (i) Any dealer who re-
exports Dissostichus species must com-
plete a Dissostichus re-export document
by indicating:

(A) The amount from the original
DCD(s) that is exported in the par-
ticular export shipment;

(B) The number of the original
DCD(s);

(C) The name of the importer and
point of import; and

(D) The exporter’s name, address and
permit number.

(ii) The dealer must then sign the re-
export document and obtain validation
by a responsible official(s) designated
by NMFS.

(iii) The original validated
Dissostichus re-export document and
copies of the original DCD(s) must ac-
company the export shipment.

(iv) The dealer must retain a copy of
the re-export document and copies of
the DCD(s)at his/her place of business
for a period of 2 years from the date on
the DCD.

(7) Exception. Dissostichus species har-
vested prior to the effective date of
this rule may be imported during the
first 60 days following the effective
date of this rule, provided that the date
of the harvest(s) are corroborated on
the dealer permit.

[65 FR 30016, May 10, 2000]

§ 300.108 Vessel and gear identifica-
tion.

(a) Vessel identification. (1) The oper-
ator of each harvesting vessel assigned
an IRCS must display that call sign
amidships on both the port and star-
board sides of the deckhouse or hull, so
that it is visible from an enforcement
or inspection vessel, and on an appro-
priate weather deck so that it is visible
from the air.

(2) The operator of each harvesting
vessel not assigned an IRCS, such as a
small trawler associated with a
mothership or one of a pair of trawlers,
must display the IRCS of the associ-
ated vessel, followed by a numerical
suffix specific for the non-assigned ves-
sel.

(3) The vessel identification must be
in a color in contrast to the back-
ground and must be permanently af-
fixed to the harvesting vessel in block
roman alphabet letters and arabic nu-
merals at least 1 m in height for har-
vesting vessels over 20 m in length, and
at least 0.5 m in height for all other
harvesting vessels.

(b) Navigational lights and shapes.
Each harvesting vessel must display
the lights and shapes prescribed by the
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Int’l. Fishing and Related Activities § 300.110

International Regulations for Pre-
venting Collisions at Sea, 1972 (TIAS
8587, and 1981 amendment TIAS 10672),
for the activity in which the har-
vesting vessel is engaged (as described
at 33 CFR part 81).

(c) Gear identification. (1) The oper-
ator of each harvesting vessel must en-
sure that all deployed fishing gear that
is not physically and continuously at-
tached to a harvesting vessel is clearly
marked at the surface with a buoy dis-
playing the vessel identification of the
harvesting vessel (see paragraph (a) of
this section) to which the gear belongs,
a light visible for 2 miles at night in
good visibility, and a radio buoy. Trawl
codends passed from one vessel to an-
other are considered continuously at-
tached gear and do not have to be
marked.

(2) The operator of each harvesting
vessel must ensure that deployed
longlines, strings of traps or pots, and
gillnets are marked at the surface at
each terminal end with a buoy dis-
playing the vessel identification of the
harvesting vessel to which the gear be-
longs (see paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion), a light visible for 2 miles at
night in good visibility, and a radio
buoy.

(3) Unmarked or incorrectly identi-
fied fishing gear may be considered
abandoned and may be disposed of in
accordance with applicable Federal
regulations by any authorized officer
or CCAMLR inspector.

(d) Maintenance. The operator of each
harvesting vessel must:

(1) Keep the vessel and gear identi-
fication clearly legible and in good re-
pair.

(2) Ensure that nothing on the har-
vesting vessel obstructs the view of the
markings from an enforcement or in-
spection vessel or aircraft.

(3) Ensure that the proper naviga-
tional lights and shapes are displayed
for the harvesting vessel’s activity and
are properly functioning.

§ 300.109 Gear disposal.
(a) The operator of a harvesting ves-

sel may not dump overboard, jettison
or otherwise discard any article or sub-
stance that may interfere with other
fishing vessels or gear, or that may
catch fish or cause damage to any ma-

rine resource, including marine mam-
mals and birds, except in cases of emer-
gency involving the safety of the ship
or crew, or as specifically authorized
by communication from the appro-
priate USCG commander or authorized
officer. These articles and substances
include, but are not limited to, fishing
gear, net scraps, bale straps, plastic
bags, oil drums, petroleum containers,
oil, toxic chemicals or any manmade
items retrieved in a harvesting vessel’s
gear.

(b) The operator of a harvesting ves-
sel may not abandon fishing gear in
Convention waters.

(c) The operator of a harvesting ves-
sel must provide a copy of the
CCAMLR information brochure ‘‘Ma-
rine Debris—A Potential Threat to
Antarctic Marine Mammals’’ to each
member of the crew of the harvesting
vessel and must display copies of the
CCAMLR placard ‘‘Avoidance of Inci-
dental Mortality of Antarctic Marine
Mammals’’ in the wheelhouse and crew
quarters of the harvesting vessels. Cop-
ies of the brochure and placard will be
provided to each holder of a harvesting
permit by NMFS when issuing the per-
mit.

§ 300.110 Mesh size.
(a) The use of pelagic and bottom

trawls having the mesh size in any part
of a trawl less than indicated is prohib-
ited for any directed fishing for the fol-
lowing Antarctic finfishes:

(1) Notothenia rossii and Dissostichus
eleginoides—120 mm.

(2) Champsocephalus gunnari—90 mm.
(3) Gobionotothen gibberifrons,

Notothenia kempi and Lepidorhirus
squamifrons—80 mm.

(b) Any means or device that would
reduce the size or obstruct the opening
of the meshes is prohibited.

(c) The following procedure will be
used for determining compliance with
mesh size requirements.

(1) Description of gauges. (i) Gauges
for determining mesh sizes will be 2
mm thick, flat, of durable material and
capable of retaining their shape. They
may have either a series of parallel-
edged sides connected by intermediate
tapering edges with a taper of one to
eight on each side, or only tapering
edges with the taper defined above.
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US Code : Title 16, Section 2434

US Code as of: 01/23/00

Sec. 2434. Conservation measures; system of observation and inspection 

●     (a) Conservation measures 
❍     (1) The Secretary of State, with the concurrence of the Secretary of Commerce and the 

Director of the National Science Foundation, is authorized - 
■     (A) to decide on behalf of the United States whether the United 

States is unable to accept or can no longer accept a conservation 
measure adopted by the Commission pursuant to article IX of the 
Convention, and 
(B) to notify the Commission of any such decision in accordance 
with article IX of the Convention. 

❍     (2) The Secretary of State shall - 
■     (A) publish in the Federal Register, if practicable, timely 

notice of each proposed decision under paragraph (1) and invite 
written public comment regarding it; and 
(B) publish in the Federal Register notice of each notification 
made to the Commission under paragraph (1). 

●     (b) System of observation and inspection 
The Secretary of State, with the concurrence of the Secretary of Commerce, the Director of the 
National Science Foundation and the Secretary of the department in which the Coast Guard is 
operating, is authorized to agree on behalf of the United States to the establishment of a system of 
observation and inspection, and to interim arrangements pending establishment of such a system, 
pursuant to article XXIV of the Convention. 

●     (c) Communications from the Commission 
The Secretary of State is further authorized to receive, on behalf of the United States Government, 
reports, requests, and other communications from the Commission and to take appropriate action 
on them, either directly or by reference to the appropriate authority. 



US Code : Title 16, Section 2435

US Code as of: 01/23/00

Sec. 2435. Unlawful activities 

It is unlawful for any person - 

●     (1) to engage in harvesting or other associated activities in 
violation of the provisions of the Convention or in violation of 
a conservation measure in force with respect to the United States 
pursuant to article IX of the Convention; 

●     (2) to violate any regulation promulgated under this chapter; 

●     (3) to ship, transport, offer for sale, sell, purchase, import, 
export, or have custody, control or possession of, any Antarctic 
marine living resource (or part or product thereof) which he 
knows, or reasonably should have known, was harvested in 
violation of a conservation measure in force with respect to the 
United States pursuant to article IX of the Convention or in 
violation of any regulation promulgated under this chapter, 
without regard to the citizenship of the person that harvested, 
or vessel that was used in the harvesting of, the Antarctic 
marine living resource (or part or product thereof); 

●     (4) to refuse to permit any authorized officer or employee of 
the United States to board a vessel of the United States or a 
vessel subject to the jurisdiction of the United States for 
purposes of conducting any search or inspection in connection 
with the enforcement of the Convention, this chapter, or any 
regulations promulgated under this chapter; 

●     (5) to assault, resist, oppose, impede, intimidate, or 
interfere with any authorized officer or employee of the United 
States in the conduct of any search or inspection described in 
paragraph (4); 

●     (6) to resist a lawful arrest or detention for any act 
prohibited by this section; or 

●     (7) to interfere with, delay, or prevent, by any means, the 
apprehension, arrest, or detention of another person, knowing 



US Code : Title 16, Section 2435

that such other person has committed any act prohibited by this 
section. 



US Code : Title 16, Section 2436

US Code as of: 01/23/00

Sec. 2436. Regulations 

The Secretary of Commerce, after consultation with the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the 
department in which the Coast Guard is operating, and the heads of other appropriate departments or 
agencies of the United States, shall promulgate such regulations as are necessary and appropriate to 
implement the provisions of this chapter. 
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better understand the existing 
protections for marine resources within 
marine protected areas in the United 
States. This information would also 
support activities on marine protected 
areas by state and local governments, 
tribes, and other interested parties. The 
survey contains directed questions 
regarding the location, management and 
enforcement authorities, types of 
protections and restrictions, and the 
length of time those protections or 
restrictions are in place for each marine 
protected area. Basic information about 
the resources and activities at the sites 
will also be collected. It is expected that 
site managers from each marine 
protected area will fill out the survey. 
The collected information will be 
housed in a searchable database that 
will be made available to the public via 
the marine protected area website at 
mpa.gov. The survey has been in use for 
the last three years and this notice 
proposes to extend the data collection 
time period.

II. Method of Collection

The information will be collected 
using a dataform, available on a 
password protected website. This allows 
users to enter data at their own pace. 
The survey contains extensive 
embedded help and glossary files, as 
well as required Paperwork Reduction 
Act information.

III. Data

OMB Number: 0648–0449.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: State, local, or tribal 

government.
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

1,000.
Estimated Time Per Response: 5 

hours.
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 5,000.
Estimated Total Annual Cost to 

Public: $0.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 

or other forms of information 
technology.

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record.

Dated: January 7, 2005.
Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 05–841 Filed 1–13–05; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–08–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 011005F]

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Gear-Marking 
Requirements in Antarctic Waters

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13 (44 U.S.C. 
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 15, 2005.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 66625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via Internet 
at dHynek@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument(s) and instructions should 
be directed to Robin Tuttle, F/ST3, 
Room 12643, SSMC–3, 1315 East-West 
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910–
3282 (phone 301–713–2282, ext. 199).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract

U.S. vessels participating in Antarctic 
fisheries must mark their fishing gear 
with the vessel’s official identification 
number, Federal permit or tag number, 
or another approved form of 
identification. The information on the 

gear is used for enforcement of fishery 
regulations.

II. Method of Collection

Identification information is 
displayed on fishing gear. No 
information is collected.

III. Data

OMB Number: 0648–0367.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: Business or other for-

profit organizations, and individuals 
and households.

Estimated Number of Respondents: 3.
Estimated Time Per Response: 5 

minutes to mark buoys or floats; 2 
minutes to mark traps, pots, or trawl 
gear.

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 30.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $900.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology.

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record.

Dated: January 7, 2005.
Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of Chief 
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 05–842 Filed 1–13–05; 8:45 am]
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