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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
SOUTHEAST REGION GEAR IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0359 
 
 
A.  JUSTIFICATION 
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
The success of fisheries management programs depends significantly on regulatory compliance.  
Requirements that fishing gear be marked are essential to facilitate enforcement.  The ability to 
link fishing gear to the vessel owner is crucial to enforcement of regulations issued under the 
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA).  The 
marking of fishing gear is also valuable in actions concerning damage, loss, and civil 
proceedings.  The requirements imposed in the Southeast Region are for coral aquacultured live 
rock; golden crab traps; Spanish mackerel gillnet floats; spiny lobster traps; snapper-grouper pots 
(traps); and stone crab traps.  
 
Due to a recent program change codified in 50 CFR 622.31(c)(2) which banned fish traps from 
the Gulf of Mexico reef fish fishery, there will be a decrease in the burden for this particular 
information collection: “A fish trap may not be used or possessed in the Gulf EEZ west of 85°30' 
W. long. and, after February 7, 2007, may not be used or possessed in the Gulf EEZ.” 
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
Regulations at 50 CFR 622.6(b) and 640.6 require that each fish or spiny lobster trap or pot be 
marked with a tag stating the vessel permit number or marked directly with the vessel permit number, 
depending on the fishery, and have a buoy attached that meets specified identification requirements.  
Gillnets for Spanish mackerel on the east coast of Florida must be marked with floats.  The marking 
of gear aids law enforcement, helps to ensure that vessels only harvest fish from their own gear, and 
makes it easier for fishermen to report the use of gear in unauthorized locations.    
 
Regulations at 50 CFR 622.4 require that aquaculture site materials be distinguishable from the 
natural occurring substrate, depending on the area either through marking or other method.  The 
marking of aquacultured site materials aids determination of the origin of those materials and 
thereby helps ensure compliance with the regulations.   
 
Law enforcement personnel rely on this information to assure compliance with fisheries 
management regulations.  Gear that is not properly identified is confiscated. The identifying 
number on fishing gear is used by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and the United 
States Coast Guard (USCG). Gear marking helps ensure that a vessel harvest fish only from its 
own traps/pots/other gear and that traps/pots/other gear are not illegally placed. Gear violations 
are more readily prosecuted, and this allows for more cost-effective enforcement.  Cooperating 
fishermen also use the numbers to report placement or occurrence of gear in unauthorized areas.   
 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=b13ac0a0a61842ee0aa802d6e2937fd6&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:8.0.1.1.2.1.1.5&idno=50
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=b13ac0a0a61842ee0aa802d6e2937fd6&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:8.0.1.1.4.1.1.6&idno=50
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=b13ac0a0a61842ee0aa802d6e2937fd6&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:8.0.1.1.2.1.1.4&idno=50


 
2

Regulation compliant fishermen ultimately benefit as unauthorized and illegal fishing is deterred 
and more burdensome regulations are avoided. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
The requirement that fishing gear be marked with an identifying number does not lend itself to 
technology. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication. 
 
NMFS is aware of other fishery regulations, and there is no duplication. 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
Nearly all vessels in the respective fisheries are categorized as small businesses.  The collection 
will not have a significant impact on small businesses, and no special modifications of the 
requirements were considered necessary to accommodate the needs of small businesses. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
NMFS and USCG could not enforce the fisheries management measures if the collection is not 
conducted or is conducted less frequently. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
The collection is consistent with the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) guidelines.  
 
8.  Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the 
information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments received 
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those 
comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their 
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and 
recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be 
recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice published on January 22, 2008 solicited public comments (73 FR 
3697).  Four comments were received; one of which was outside the scope of this collection of 
information; three were concerned with the marking of live rock, misunderstanding that it was a 
new requirement.  These comments were addressed directly with the concerned constituents, 
explaining that the reference in the notice was to the current requirement, and the issue was 
resolved. 
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9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts are made. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
There is no assurance of confidentiality provided. This is public information. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
There are no sensitive questions. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
The burden hours have changed from the previous OMB Control No. 0648-0359 submission.  
Instead of the estimated 10,700 traps, there are now 7,380, each of which will require 7 minutes 
to mark.  It will take 10 seconds to mark each of 100,000 coral rocks and it will take 20 minutes 
to mark each of the estimated 2,000 (200 lines with 10 floats each) Spanish mackerel gillnet 
floats.  
 
The number of respondents is estimated to equal 961 after the reduction in Gulf of Mexico reef 
fish trap fishermen, and the total burden for this request is 1,806 hours. 
 

Marking Time per Marking Burden Hours 
7,380 traps 7 minutes 861 

100,000 coral rocks 10 seconds 278 
2,000 gillnet floats 20 minutes 667 

Totals: 109,380  1,806 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in #12 
above).  
 
The estimated annual cost to the public is $13,094.  This is based on 7,380 fish trap tags at $1.30 
each ($9,594); $500 for coral rock tags; and $1.50 for each of the 2,000 Spanish mackerel gillnet 
floats ($3,000). 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 
 
There is no cost to the government. 
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15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or 
14 of the OMB 83-I. 
 
There are changes in Items 13 and 14 of the OMB 83-I due to the program change referred to in 
Question 1, which banned fish traps from the Gulf of Mexico reef fish fishery; this resulted in a 
decrease of 3,320 traps, the associated burden of 387 hours, and associated cost of $4,316. 
 
In addition, there is an adjustment of one hour, as the previous hours for coral rock marking were 
incorrectly rounded down to 277. There is no actual cost adjustment, but there appears to be one 
for $410, as the previous total burden was migrated into ROCIS, rounded down to the nearest 
thousand. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
No results are published. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
N/A 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the  
OMB 83-I. 
 
There are no exceptions. 
 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods. 



16 U.S.C. 1881 
MSA § 401 
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(10) include procedures necessary to ensure— 
(A) the confidentiality of information collected under this section in accordance with 

section 402(b); and 
(B) the timely release or availability to the public of information collected under this 

section consistent with section 402(b). 
 

(b) FISHING VESSEL REGISTRATION.—The proposed registration system should, at a 
minimum, obtain the following information for each fishing vessel— 

(1) the name and official number or other identification, together with the name and 
address of the owner or operator or both; 

(2) gross tonnage, vessel capacity, type and quantity of fishing gear, mode of operation 
(catcher, catcher processor, or other), and such other pertinent information with respect to 
vessel characteristics as the Secretary may require; and 

(3) identification (by species, gear type, geographic area of operations, and season) of the 
fisheries in which the fishing vessel participates. 

 
(c) FISHERY INFORMATION.—The proposed information management system should, at 

a minimum, provide basic fisheries performance information for each fishery, including— 
(1) the number of vessels participating in the fishery including charter fishing vessels; 
(2) the time period in which the fishery occurs; 
(3) the approximate geographic location or official reporting area where the fishery 

occurs; 
(4) a description of fishing gear used in the fishery, including the amount and type of 

such gear and the appropriate unit of fishing effort; and 
(5) other information required under subsection 303(a)(5) or requested by the Council 

under section 402. 
 

(d) USE OF REGISTRATION.—Any registration recommended under this section shall not 
be considered a permit for the purposes of this Act, and the Secretary may not propose to 
revoke, suspend, deny, or impose any other conditions or restrictions on any such registration or 
the use of such registration under this Act. 
 

(e) PUBLIC COMMENT.—Within one year after the date of enactment of the Sustainable 
Fisheries Act, the Secretary shall publish in the Federal Register for a 60-day public comment 
period a proposal that would provide for implementation of a standardized fishing vessel 
registration and information collection system that meets the requirements of subsections (a) 
through (c). The proposal shall include— 

(1) a description of the arrangements of the Secretary for consultation and cooperation 
with the department in which the Coast Guard is operating, the States, the Councils, Marine 
Fisheries Commissions, the fishing industry and other interested parties; and 

(2) any proposed regulations or legislation necessary to implement the proposal. 
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e-CFR Data is current as of April 10, 2008 

Title 50: Wildlife and Fisheries 
PART 622—FISHERIES OF THE CARIBBEAN, GULF, AND SOUTH ATLANTIC Subpart A—
General Provisions 

§ 622.4 Permits and fees. 

(a) Permits required. To conduct activities in fisheries governed in this part, valid permits, licenses, and 
endorsements are required as follows: 

(1) Charter vessel/headboat permits. (i) For a person aboard a vessel that is operating as a charter vessel or 
headboat to fish for or possess, in or from the EEZ, species in any of the following species groups, a valid charter 
vessel/headboat permit for that species group must have been issued to the vessel and must be on board— 

(A) Gulf coastal migratory pelagic fish. 

(B) South Atlantic coastal migratory pelagic fish. 

(C) Gulf reef fish. 

(D) South Atlantic snapper-grouper. 

(E) Atlantic dolphin and wahoo. (See paragraph (a)(5) of this section for the requirements for operator permits in the 
dolphin and wahoo fishery.) 

(ii) See paragraph (r) of this section regarding a limited access system for charter vessel/headboat permits for Gulf 
reef fish and Gulf coastal migratory pelagic fish. 

(iii) A charter vessel or headboat may have both a charter vessel/headboat permit and a commercial vessel permit. 
However, when a vessel is operating as a charter vessel or headboat, a person aboard must adhere to the bag limits. 
See the definitions of “Charter vessel” and “Headboat” in §622.2 for an explanation of when vessels are considered to 
be operating as a charter vessel or headboat, respectively. 

(2) Commercial vessel permits, licenses, and endorsements — (i) [Reserved] 

(ii) Gillnets for king mackerel in the southern Florida west coast subzone. For a person aboard a vessel to use a run-
around gillnet for king mackerel in the southern Florida west coast subzone (see §622.42(c) (1)(i)(A)( 3 )), a 
commercial vessel permit for king mackerel and a king mackerel gillnet permit must have been issued to the vessel 
and must be on board. See paragraph (o) of this section regarding a limited access system applicable to king 
mackerel gillnet permits and restrictions on transferability of king mackerel gillnet permits. 

(iii) King mackerel. For a person aboard a vessel to be eligible for exemption from the bag limits and to fish under a 
quota for king mackerel in or from the Gulf, Mid-Atlantic, or South Atlantic EEZ, a commercial vessel permit for king 
mackerel must have been issued to the vessel and must be on board. To obtain or renew a commercial vessel permit 
for king mackerel, at least 25 percent of the applicant's earned income, or at least $10,000, must have been derived 
from commercial fishing (i.e., harvest and first sale of fish) or from charter fishing during one of the three calendar 
years preceding the application. See paragraph (q) of this section regarding a limited access system applicable to 
commercial vessel permits for king mackerel, transfers of permits under the limited access system, and limited 
exceptions to the earned income or gross sales requirement for a permit. 

(iv) Spanish mackerel. For a person aboard a vessel to be eligible for exemption from the bag limits and to fish under 
a quota for Spanish mackerel in or from the Gulf, Mid-Atlantic, or South Atlantic EEZ, a commercial vessel permit for 
Spanish mackerel must have been issued to the vessel and must be on board. To obtain or renew a commercial 
vessel permit for Spanish mackerel, at least 25 percent of the applicant's earned income, or at least $10,000, must 
have been derived from commercial fishing (i.e., harvest and first sale of fish) or from charter fishing during one of the 
3 calendar years preceding the application. 

(v) Gulf reef fish. For a person aboard a vessel to be eligible for exemption from the bag limits, to fish under a quota, 
or to sell Gulf reef fish in or from the Gulf EEZ, a commercial vessel permit for Gulf reef fish must have been issued to 
the vessel and must be on board. See paragraph (a)(2)(ix) of this section regarding an additional IFQ vessel 
endorsement required to fish for, possess, or land Gulf red snapper. To obtain or renew a commercial vessel permit for 
Gulf reef fish, more than 50 percent of the applicant's earned income must have been derived from commercial fishing 
(i.e., harvest and first sale of fish) or from charter fishing during either of the 2 calendar years preceding the 
application. See paragraph (m) of this section regarding a limited access system for commercial vessel permits for 
Gulf reef fish and limited exceptions to the earned income requirement for a permit. 

(vi) South Atlantic snapper-grouper. For a person aboard a vessel to be eligible for exemption from the bag limits for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper in or from the South Atlantic EEZ, to engage in the directed fishery for tilefish in the 
South Atlantic EEZ, to use a longline to fish for South Atlantic snapper-grouper in the South Atlantic EEZ, or to use a 
sea bass pot in the South Atlantic EEZ between 35°15.19' N. lat. (due east of Cape Hatteras Light, NC) and 28°35.1' 
N. lat. (due east of the NASA Vehicle Assembly Building, Cape Canaveral, FL), a commercial vessel permit for South 
Atlantic snapper-grouper must have been issued to the vessel and must be on board. A vessel with longline gear and 
more than 200 lb (90.7 kg) of tilefish on board is considered to be in the directed fishery for tilefish. It is a rebuttable 
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presumption that a fishing vessel with more than 200 lb (90.7 kg) of tilefish on board harvested such tilefish in the 
EEZ. See §622.18 for limitations on the use, transfer, and renewal of a commercial vessel permit for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper. 

(vii) Wreckfish. For a person aboard a vessel to fish for wreckfish in the South Atlantic EEZ, possess wreckfish in or 
from the South Atlantic EEZ, offload wreckfish from the South Atlantic EEZ, or sell wreckfish in or from the South 
Atlantic EEZ, a commercial vessel permit for wreckfish must have been issued to the vessel and must be on board. 
To obtain a commercial vessel permit for wreckfish, the applicant must be a wreckfish shareholder; and either the 
shareholder must be the vessel owner or the owner or operator must be an employee, contractor, or agent of the 
shareholder. (See §622.15 for information on wreckfish shareholders.) 

(viii) South Atlantic rock shrimp. (A) For a person aboard a vessel to fish for rock shrimp in the South Atlantic EEZ or 
possess rock shrimp in or from the South Atlantic EEZ, a commercial vessel permit for rock shrimp must be issued to 
the vessel and must be on board. (See paragraph (a)(5) of this section for the requirements for operator permits for 
the South Atlantic rock shrimp fishery.) 

(B) In addition, for a person aboard a vessel to fish for rock shrimp in the South Atlantic EEZ off Georgia or off Florida or 
possess rock shrimp in or from the South Atlantic EEZ off Georgia or off Florida, a limited access endorsement for 
South Atlantic rock shrimp must be issued to the vessel and must be on board. See §622.19 for limitations on the 
issuance, transfer, renewal, and reissuance of a limited access endorsement for South Atlantic rock shrimp. 

(ix) Gulf red snapper IFQ vessel endorsement . For a person aboard a vessel, for which a commercial vessel permit 
for Gulf reef fish has been issued, to fish for, possess, or land Gulf red snapper, regardless of where harvested or 
possessed, a Gulf red snapper IFQ vessel endorsement must have been issued to the vessel and must be on board. 
As a condition of the IFQ vessel endorsement issued under this paragraph (a)(2)(ix), a person aboard such vessel 
must comply with the requirements of §622.16 regardless of where red snapper are harvested or possessed. An 
owner of a vessel with a commercial vessel permit for Gulf reef fish can download an IFQ vessel endorsement from 
the NMFS IFQ website at ifq.sero.nmfs.noaa.gov . If such owner does not have an IFQ online account, the owner 
must first contact IFQ Customer Service at 1–866–425–7627 to obtain information necessary to access the IFQ 
website and establish an IFQ online account. There is no fee for obtaining this endorsement. The vessel 
endorsement remains valid as long as the vessel permit remains valid and the vessel owner is in compliance with all 
Gulf reef fish and Gulf red snapper IFQ reporting requirements, has paid all IFQ fees required under paragraph (c)(2) of 
this section, and is not subject to sanctions under 15 CFR part 904. The endorsement is not transferable. The 
provisions of this paragraph do not apply to fishing for or possession of Gulf red snapper under the bag limit specified 
in §622.39(b)(1)(iii). See §622.16 regarding other provisions pertinent to the Gulf red snapper IFQ system. 

(x) South Atlantic golden crab. For a person aboard a vessel to fish for golden crab in the South Atlantic EEZ, 
possess golden crab in or from the South Atlantic EEZ, off-load golden crab from the South Atlantic EEZ, or sell 
golden crab in or from the South Atlantic EEZ, a commercial vessel permit for golden crab must be issued to the 
vessel and must be on board. It is a rebuttable presumption that a golden crab on board a vessel in the South Atlantic 
or off-loaded from a vessel in a port adjoining the South Atlantic was harvested from the South Atlantic EEZ. See 
§622.17 for limitations on the use, transfer, and renewal of a commercial vessel permit for golden crab. 

(xi) Gulf shrimp fisheries —(A) Gulf shrimp permit. For a person aboard a vessel to fish for shrimp in the Gulf EEZ or 
possess shrimp in or from the Gulf EEZ, a commercial vessel permit for Gulf shrimp must have been issued to the 
vessel and must be on board. See paragraph (s) of this section regarding a moratorium on commercial vessel permits 
for Gulf shrimp and the associated provisions. See the following paragraph, (a)(2)(xi)(B) of this section, regarding an 
additional endorsement requirement related to royal red shrimp. 

(B) Gulf royal red shrimp endorsement. Effective March 26, 2007, for a person aboard a vessel to fish for royal red 
shrimp in the Gulf EEZ or possess royal red shrimp in or from the Gulf EEZ, a commercial vessel permit for Gulf 
shrimp with a Gulf royal red shrimp endorsement must be issued to the vessel and must be on board. 

(xii) Atlantic dolphin and wahoo . (A) For a person aboard a vessel to be eligible for exemption from the bag and 
possession limits for dolphin or wahoo in or from the Atlantic EEZ or to sell such dolphin or wahoo, a commercial 
vessel permit for Atlantic dolphin and wahoo must be issued to the vessel and must be on board, except as provided 
in paragraph (a)(2)(xii)(B) of this section. (See paragraph (a)(5) of this section for the requirements for operator permits 
in the Atlantic dolphin and wahoo fishery). 

(B) The provisions of paragraph (a)(2)(xii)(A) of this section notwithstanding, a fishing vessel, except a vessel 
operating as a charter vessel or headboat, that does not have a commercial vessel permit for Atlantic dolphin and 
wahoo but has a Federal commercial vessel permit in any other fishery, is exempt from the bag and possession limits 
for dolphin and wahoo and may sell dolphin and wahoo, subject to the trip and geographical limits specified in 
§622.44(f)(2). (A charter vessel/headboat permit is not a commercial vessel permit.) 

(xiii) South Atlantic penaeid shrimp . For a person aboard a trawler to fish for penaeid shrimp in the South Atlantic 
EEZ or possess penaeid shrimp in or from the South Atlantic EEZ, a valid commercial vessel permit for South Atlantic 
penaeid shrimp must have been issued to the vessel and must be on board. 

(3) Coral permits —(i) Allowable chemical. For an individual to take or possess fish or other marine organisms with an 
allowable chemical in a coral area, other than fish or other marine organisms that are landed in Florida, a Federal 
allowable chemical permit must have been issued to the individual. Such permit must be available when the permitted 
activity is being conducted and when such fish or other marine organisms are possessed, through landing ashore. 

(ii) Allowable octocoral. For an individual to take or possess allowable octocoral in the Gulf or South Atlantic EEZ, 
other than allowable octocoral that is landed in Florida, a Federal allowable octocoral permit must have been issued 
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to the individual. Such permit must be available for inspection when the permitted activity is being conducted and 
when allowable octocoral is possessed, through landing ashore. 

(iii) Aquacultured live rock. For a person to take or possess aquacultured live rock in the Gulf or South Atlantic EEZ, a 
Federal aquacultured live rock permit must have been issued for the specific harvest site. Such permit, or a copy, 
must be on board a vessel depositing or possessing material on an aquacultured live rock site or harvesting or 
possessing live rock from an aquacultured live rock site. 

(iv) Prohibited coral. A Federal permit may be issued to take or possess Gulf and South Atlantic prohibited coral or 
Caribbean prohibited coral only as scientific research activity, exempted fishing, or exempted educational activity. See 
§600.745 of this chapter for the procedures and limitations for such activities and fishing. 

(v) Florida permits. Appropriate Florida permits and endorsements are required for the following activities, without 
regard to whether they involve activities in the EEZ or Florida's waters: 

(A) Landing in Florida fish or other marine organisms taken with an allowable chemical in a coral area. 

(B) Landing allowable octocoral in Florida. 

(C) Landing live rock in Florida. 

(4) Dealer permits, endorsements, and conditions —(i) Permits . For a dealer to receive Gulf reef fish harvested from 
the Gulf EEZ; golden crab, South Atlantic snapper-grouper, rock shrimp, or wreckfish harvested from the South 
Atlantic EEZ; or dolphin or wahoo harvested from the Atlantic EEZ; a dealer permit for Gulf reef fish, golden crab, 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper, rock shrimp, wreckfish, or Atlantic dolphin and wahoo, respectively, must be issued 
to the dealer. 

(ii) Gulf red snapper IFQ dealer endorsement . In addition to the requirement for a dealer permit for Gulf reef fish as 
specified in paragraph (a)(4)(i) of this section, for a dealer to receive Gulf red snapper subject to the Gulf red snapper 
IFQ program, as specified in §622.16(a)(1), or for a person aboard a vessel with a Gulf red snapper IFQ vessel 
endorsement to sell such red snapper directly to an entity other than a dealer, such persons must also have a Gulf 
red snapper IFQ dealer endorsement. A dealer with a Gulf reef fish dealer permit can download a Gulf red snapper 
IFQ dealer endorsement from the NMFS IFQ website at ifq.sero.nmfs.noaa.gov . If such persons do not have an IFQ 
online account, they must first contact IFQ Customer Service at 1–866–425–7627 to obtain information necessary to 
access the IFQ website and establish an IFQ online account. There is no fee for obtaining this endorsement. The 
endorsement remains valid as long as the Gulf reef fish dealer permit remains valid and the dealer is in compliance 
with all Gulf reef fish and Gulf red snapper IFQ reporting requirements, has paid all IFQ fees required under 
paragraph (c)(2) of this section, and is not subject to sanctions under 15 CFR part 904. The endorsement is not 
transferable. See §622.16 regarding other provisions pertinent to the Gulf red snapper IFQ system. 

(iii) State license and facility requirements . To obtain a dealer permit or endorsement, the applicant must have a valid 
state wholesaler's license in the state(s) where the dealer operates, if required by such state(s), and must have a 
physical facility at a fixed location in such state(s). 

(5) Operator permits . (i) The following persons are required to have operator permits: 

(A) An operator of a vessel that has or is required to have a valid permit for South Atlantic rock shrimp issued under 
this section. 

(B) An operator of a vessel that has or is required to have a charter vessel/headboat or commercial permit for Atlantic 
dolphin and wahoo issued under this section. 

(ii) A person required to have an operator permit under paragraph (a)(5)(i) of this section must carry on board such 
permit and one other form of personal identification that includes a picture (driver's license, passport, etc.). 

(iii) An owner of a vessel that is required to have a permitted operator under paragraph (a)(5)(i) of this section must 
ensure that at least one person with a valid operator permit is aboard while the vessel is at sea or offloading. 

(iv) An owner of a vessel that is required to have a permitted operator under paragraph (a)(5)(i) of this section and the 
operator of such vessel are responsible for ensuring that a person whose operator permit is suspended, revoked, or 
modified pursuant to subpart D of 15 CFR part 904 is not aboard that vessel. 

(b) Applications for permits. Application forms for all permits are available from the RA. Completed application forms 
and all required supporting documents must be submitted to the RA at least 30 days prior to the date on which the 
applicant desires to have the permit made effective. All vessel permits are mailed to owners, whether the applicant is 
an owner or an operator. 

(1) Coral permits. (i) The applicant for a coral permit must be the individual who will be conducting the activity that 
requires the permit. In the case of a corporation or partnership that will be conducting live rock aquaculture activity, 
the applicant must be the principal shareholder or a general partner. 

(ii) An applicant must provide the following: 

(A) Name, address, telephone number, and other identifying information of the applicant. 

(B) Name and address of any affiliated company, institution, or organization. 

(C) Information concerning vessels, harvesting gear/methods, or fishing areas, as specified on the application form. 

(D) Any other information that may be necessary for the issuance or administration of the permit. 
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(E) If applying for an aquacultured live rock permit, identification of each vessel that will be depositing material on or 
harvesting aquacultured live rock from the proposed aquacultured live rock site, specification of the port of landing of 
aquacultured live rock, and a site evaluation report prepared pursuant to generally accepted industry standards that— 

( 1 ) Provides accurate coordinates of the proposed harvesting site so that it can be located using LORAN or Global 
Positioning System equipment; 

( 2 ) Shows the site on a chart in sufficient detail to determine its size and allow for site inspection; 

( 3 ) Discusses possible hazards to safe navigation or hindrance to vessel traffic, traditional fishing operations, or 
other public access that may result from aquacultured live rock at the site; 

( 4 ) Describes the naturally occurring bottom habitat at the site; and 

( 5 ) Specifies the type and origin of material to be deposited on the site and how it will be distinguishable from the 
naturally occurring substrate. 

(2) Dealer permits. (i) The application for a dealer permit must be submitted by the owner (in the case of a 
corporation, an officer or shareholder; in the case of a partnership, a general partner). 

(ii) An applicant must provide the following: 

(A) A copy of each state wholesaler's license held by the dealer. 

(B) Name, address, telephone number, date the business was formed, and other identifying information of the 
business. 

(C) The address of each physical facility at a fixed location where the business receives fish. 

(D) Name, address, telephone number, other identifying information, and official capacity in the business of the 
applicant. 

(E) Any other information that may be necessary for the issuance or administration of the permit, as specified on the 
application form. 

(3) Vessel permits. (i) The application for a commercial vessel permit, other than for wreckfish, or for a charter 
vessel/headboat permit must be submitted by the owner (in the case of a corporation, an officer or shareholder; in the 
case of a partnership, a general partner) or operator of the vessel. A commercial vessel permit that is issued based 
on the earned income qualification of an operator is valid only when that person is the operator of the vessel. The 
applicant for a commercial vessel permit for wreckfish must be a wreckfish shareholder. 

(ii) An applicant must provide the following: 

(A) A copy of the vessel's valid USCG certificate of documentation or, if not documented, a copy of its valid state 
registration certificate. 

(B) Vessel name and official number. 

(C) Name, address, telephone number, and other identifying information of the vessel owner and of the applicant, if 
other than the owner. 

(D) Any other information concerning the vessel, gear characteristics, principal fisheries engaged in, or fishing areas, 
as specified on the application form. 

(E) Any other information that may be necessary for the issuance or administration of the permit, as specified on the 
application form. 

(F) If applying for a commercial vessel permit, documentation, as specified in the instructions accompanying each 
application form, showing that applicable eligibility requirements of paragraph (a)(2) of this section have been met. 

(G) If a sea bass pot will be used, the number, dimensions, and estimated cubic volume of the pots that will be used 
and the applicant's desired color code for use in identifying his or her vessel and buoys (white is not an acceptable 
color code). 

(4) Operator permits. An applicant for an operator permit must provide the following: 

(i) Name, address, telephone number, and other identifying information specified on the application. 

(ii) Two recent (no more than 1–yr old), color, passport-size photographs. 

(iii) Any other information that may be necessary for the issuance or administration of the permit, as specified on the 
application form. 

(c) Change in application information. The owner or operator of a vessel with a permit, a person with a coral permit, a 
person with an operator permit, or a dealer with a permit must notify the RA within 30 days after any change in the 
application information specified in paragraph (b) of this section. The permit is void if any change in the information is 
not reported within 30 days. 

(d) Fees. Unless specified otherwise, a fee is charged for each application for a permit, license, or endorsement 
submitted under this section, for each request for transfer or replacement of such permit, license, or endorsement, 
and for each sea bass pot identification tag required under §622.6(b)(1)(i)(B). The amount of each fee is calculated in 
accordance with the procedures of the NOAA Finance Handbook, available from the RA, for determining the 
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administrative costs of each special product or service. The fee may not exceed such costs and is specified with each 
application form. The appropriate fee must accompany each application, request for transfer or replacement, or 
request for sea bass pot identification tags. 

(e) Initial issuance. (1) The RA will issue an initial permit at any time to an applicant if the application is complete and 
the specific requirements for the requested permit have been met. An application is complete when all requested 
forms, information, and documentation have been received. 

(2) Upon receipt of an incomplete application, the RA will notify the applicant of the deficiency. If the applicant fails to 
correct the deficiency within 30 days of the date of the RA's letter of notification, the application will be considered 
abandoned. 

(f) Duration. A permit remains valid for the period specified on it unless it is revoked, suspended, or modified pursuant to 
subpart D of 15 CFR part 904 or, in the case of a vessel or dealer permit, the vessel or dealership is sold. 

(g) Transfer — 

(1) Vessel permits, licenses, and endorsements and dealer permits . A vessel permit, license, or endorsement or a 
dealer permit or endorsement issued under this section is not transferable or assignable, except as provided in 
paragraph (m) of this section for a commercial vessel permit for Gulf reef fish, in paragraph (o) of this section for a 
king mackerel gillnet permit, in paragraph (q) of this section for a commercial vessel permit for king mackerel, in 
paragraph (r) of this section for a charter vessel/headboat permit for Gulf coastal migratory pelagic fish or Gulf reef 
fish, in paragraph (s) of this section for a commercial vessel moratorium permit for Gulf shrimp, in §622.17(c) for a 
commercial vessel permit for golden crab, in §622.18(b) for a commercial vessel permit for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper, or in §622.19(b) for a commercial vessel permit for South Atlantic rock shrimp. A person who acquires a 
vessel or dealership who desires to conduct activities for which a permit, license, or endorsement is required must 
apply for a permit, license, or endorsement in accordance with the provisions of this section and other applicable 
sections of this part. If the acquired vessel or dealership is currently permitted, the application must be accompanied by 
the original permit and a copy of a signed bill of sale or equivalent acquisition papers. In those cases where a permit, 
license, or endorsement is transferable, the seller must sign the back of the permit, license, or endorsement and have 
the signed transfer document notarized. 

(2) Operator permits. An operator permit is not transferable. 

(h) Renewal  — (1) Vessel permits, licenses, and endorsements and dealer permits. Unless specified otherwise, a 
vessel owner or dealer who has been issued a permit, license, or endorsement under this section must renew such 
permit, license, or endorsement on an annual basis. The RA will mail a vessel owner or dealer whose permit, license, 
or endorsement is expiring an application for renewal approximately 2 months prior to the expiration date. A vessel 
owner or dealer who does not receive a renewal application from the RA by 45 days prior to the expiration date of the 
permit, license, or endorsement must contact the RA and request a renewal application. The applicant must submit a 
completed renewal application form and all required supporting documents to the RA prior to the applicable deadline 
for renewal of the permit, license, or endorsement and at least 30 days prior to the date on which the applicant 
desires to have the permit made effective. If the RA receives an incomplete application, the RA will notify the 
applicant of the deficiency. If the applicant fails to correct the deficiency within 30 days of the date of the RA's letter of 
notification, the application will be considered abandoned.  A permit, license, or endorsement that is not renewed 
within the applicable deadline will not be reissued. 

(i) If eligible for automatic renewal. If the RA's notification indicates that the owner's or dealer's permit, license, or 
endorsement is eligible for automatic renewal, the RA will mail the automatically renewed permit, license, or 
endorsement approximately 1 month prior to expiration of the old permit, license, or endorsement. 

(ii) If ineligible for automatic renewal. If the RA's notification indicates that the owner's or dealer's permit, license, or 
endorsement is ineligible for automatic renewal, the notification will specify the reasons and, if applicable, will provide 
an opportunity for correction of any deficiencies. If the owner or dealer does not correct such deficiencies within 60 
days after the date of the RA's notification, the renewal will be considered abandoned. A permit, license, or 
endorsement that is not renewed within the applicable deadline will not be reissued. 

(iii) If new application is required. If the RA's notification indicates that a new application is required, the notification 
will include a preprinted renewal application. If the RA receives an incomplete application, the RA will notify the 
applicant of the deficiency. If the applicant fails to correct the deficiency within 30 days of the date of the RA's letter of 
notification, the application will be considered abandoned. A permit, license, or endorsement that is not renewed 
within the applicable deadline will not be reissued. 

(iv) If notification is not received. A vessel owner or dealer must contact the RA if he/she does not receive a 
notification from the RA regarding status of renewal of a permit, license, or endorsement by 45 days prior to expiration 
of the current permit. 

(2) Operator permits. An operator permit required by this section is issued for a period not longer than 3 years. A permit 
not renewed immediately upon its expiration would expire at the end of the operator's birth month that is between 2 
and 3 years after issuance. For renewal, a new application must be submitted in accordance with paragraph (b)(4) of 
this section. 

(i) Display. A vessel permit, license, or endorsement issued under this section must be carried on board the vessel. A 
dealer permit issued under this section, or a copy thereof, must be available on the dealer's premises. In addition, a 
copy of the dealer's permit must accompany each vehicle that is used to pick up from a fishing vessel reef fish 
harvested from the Gulf EEZ. The operator of a vessel must present the vessel permit, license, or endorsement for 
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inspection upon the request of an authorized officer. A dealer or a vehicle operator must present the permit or a copy 
for inspection upon the request of an authorized officer. An operator of a vessel in a fishery in which an operator 
permit is required must present his/her operator permit and one other form of personal identification that includes a 
picture (driver's license, passport, etc.) for inspection upon the request of an authorized officer. 

(j) Sanctions and denials. (1) A permit, license, or endorsement issued pursuant to this section may be revoked, 
suspended, or modified, and a permit, license, or endorsement application may be denied, in accordance with the 
procedures governing enforcement-related permit sanctions and denials found at subpart D of 15 CFR part 904. 

(2) A person whose operator permit is suspended, revoked, or modified may not be aboard any fishing vessel subject 
to Federal fishing regulations in any capacity, if so sanctioned by NOAA, while the vessel is at sea or offloading. The 
vessel's owner and operator are responsible for compliance with this measure. A list of operators whose permits are 
revoked or suspended may be obtained from the RA. 

(k) Alteration. A permit, license, or endorsement that is altered, erased, or mutilated is invalid. 

(l) Replacement. A replacement permit, license, or endorsement may be issued. An application for a replacement 
permit, license, or endorsement is not considered a new application. An application for a replacement operator permit 
must include two new photographs, as specified in paragraph (b)(4)(ii) of this section. 

(m) Limited access system for commercial vessel permits for Gulf reef fish. (1) No applications for additional 
commercial vessel permits for Gulf reef fish will be accepted. Existing vessel permits may be renewed, are subject to 
the restrictions on transfer or change in paragraphs (m)(2) through (5) of this section, and are subject to the 
requirement for timely renewal in paragraph (m)(6) of this section. An application for renewal or transfer of a 
commercial vessel permit for Gulf reef fish will not be considered complete until proof of purchase, installation, 
activation, and operational status of an approved VMS for the vessel receiving the permit has been verified by NMFS 
VMS personnel. 

(2) An owner of a permitted vessel may transfer the commercial vessel permit for Gulf reef fish to another vessel 
owned by the same entity. 

(3) An owner whose earned income qualified for the commercial vessel permit for Gulf reef fish may transfer the 
permit to the owner of another vessel, or to the new owner when he or she transfers ownership of the permitted 
vessel. Such owner of another vessel, or new owner, may receive a commercial vessel permit for Gulf reef fish for his 
or her vessel, and renew it through April 15 following the first full calendar year after obtaining it, without meeting the 
earned income requirement of paragraph (a)(2)(v) of this section. However, to further renew the commercial vessel 
permit, the owner of the other vessel, or new owner, must meet the earned income requirement not later than the first 
full calendar year after the permit transfer takes place. 

(4) An owner of a permitted vessel, the permit for which is based on an operator's earned income and, thus, is valid 
only when that person is the operator of the vessel, may transfer the permit to the income qualifying operator when 
such operator becomes an owner of a vessel. 

(5) An owner of a permitted vessel, the permit for which is based on an operator's earned income and, thus, is valid 
only when that person is the operator of the vessel, may have the operator qualification on the permit removed, and 
renew it without such qualification through April 15 following the first full calendar year after removing it, without 
meeting the earned income requirement of paragraph (a)(2)(v) of this section. However, to further renew the 
commercial vessel permit, the owner must meet the earned income requirement not later than the first full calendar 
year after the operator qualification is removed. To have an operator qualification removed from a permit, the owner 
must return the original permit to the RA with an application for the changed permit. 

(6) A commercial vessel permit for Gulf reef fish that is not renewed or that is revoked will not be reissued. A permit is 
considered to be not renewed when an application for renewal is not received by the RA within 1 year of the 
expiration date of the permit. 

(n) [Reserved] 

(o) Limited access system for king mackerel gillnet permits applicable in the southern Florida west coast subzone. 
Except for applications for renewals of king mackerel gillnet permits, no applications for king mackerel gillnet permits 
will be accepted. Application forms for permit renewal are available from the RA. 

(1) An owner of a vessel with a king mackerel gillnet permit issued under this limited access system may transfer that 
permit upon a change of ownership of a permitted vessel with such permit from one to another of the following: 
Husband, wife, son, daughter, brother, sister, mother, or father. Such permit also may be transferred to another 
vessel owned by the same entity. 

(2) A king mackerel gillnet permit that is not renewed or that is revoked will not be reissued. A permit is considered to 
be not renewed when an application for renewal is not received by the RA within one year after the expiration date of 
the permit. 

(1) – (6) [Reserved] 

(q) Limited access system for commercial vessel permits for king mackerel. (1) No applications for additional 
commercial vessel permits for king mackerel will be accepted. Existing vessel permits may be renewed, are subject 
to the restrictions on transfer or change in paragraphs (q)(2) through (q)(5) of this section, and are subject to the 
requirement for timely renewal in paragraph (q)(6) of this section. 

(2) An owner of a permitted vessel may transfer the commercial vessel permit for king mackerel issued under this 
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limited access system to another vessel owned by the same entity. 

(3) An owner whose percentage of earned income or gross sales qualified him/her for the commercial vessel permit 
for king mackerel issued under this limited access system may request that NMFS transfer that permit to the owner of 
another vessel, or to the new owner when he or she transfers ownership of the permitted vessel. Such owner of 
another vessel, or new owner, may receive a commercial vessel permit for king mackerel for his or her vessel, and 
renew it through April 15 following the first full calendar year after obtaining it, without meeting the percentage of 
earned income or gross sales requirement of paragraph (a)(2)(iii) of this section. However, to further renew the 
commercial vessel permit, the owner of the other vessel, or new owner, must meet the earned income or gross sales 
requirement not later than the first full calendar year after the permit transfer takes place. 

(4) An owner of a permitted vessel, the permit for which is based on an operator's earned income and, thus, is valid 
only when that person is the operator of the vessel, may request that NMFS transfer the permit to the income-
qualifying operator when such operator becomes an owner of a vessel. 

(5) An owner of a permitted vessel, the permit for which is based on an operator's earned income and, thus, is valid 
only when that person is the operator of the vessel, may have the operator qualification on the permit removed, and 
renew it without such qualification through April 15 following the first full calendar year after removing it, without 
meeting the earned income or gross sales requirement of paragraph (a)(2)(iii) of this section. However, to further 
renew the commercial vessel permit, the owner must meet the earned income or gross sales requirement not later 
than the first full calendar year after the operator qualification is removed. To have an operator qualification removed 
from a permit, the owner must return the original permit to the RA with an application for the changed permit. 

(6) NMFS will not reissue a commercial vessel permit for king mackerel if the permit is revoked or if the RA does not 
receive an application for renewal within one year of the permit's expiration date. 

(r) Limited access system for charter vessel/headboat permits for Gulf coastal migratory pelagic fish and Gulf reef fish. 
No applications for additional charter vessel/headboat permits for Gulf coastal migratory pelagic fish or Gulf reef fish 
will be accepted. Existing permits may be renewed, are subject to the restrictions on transfer in paragraph (r)(1) of 
this section, and are subject to the renewal requirements in paragraph (r)(2) of this section. 

(1) Transfer of permits —(i) Permits without a historical captain endorsement. A charter vessel/headboat permit for Gulf 
coastal migratory pelagic fish or Gulf reef fish that does not have a historical captain endorsement is fully 
transferable, with or without sale of the permitted vessel, except that no transfer is allowed to a vessel with a greater 
authorized passenger capacity than that of the vessel to which the moratorium permit was originally issued, as 
specified on the face of the permit being transferred. An application to transfer a permit to an inspected vessel must 
include a copy of that vessel's current USCG Certificate of Inspection (COI). A vessel without a valid COI will be 
considered an uninspected vessel with an authorized passenger capacity restricted to six or fewer passengers. 

(ii) Permits with a historical captain endorsement. A charter vessel/headboat permit for Gulf coastal migratory pelagic 
fish or Gulf reef fish that has a historical captain endorsement may only be transferred to a vessel operated by the 
historical captain, cannot be transferred to a vessel with a greater authorized passenger capacity than that of the vessel 
to which the moratorium permit was originally issued, as specified on the face of the permit being transferred, and is 
not otherwise transferable. 

(iii) Procedure for permit transfer. To request that the RA transfer a charter vessel/headboat permit for Gulf coastal 
migratory pelagic fish or Gulf reef fish, the owner of the vessel who is transferring the permit and the owner of the 
vessel that is to receive the transferred permit must complete the transfer information on the reverse side of the 
permit and return the permit and a completed application for transfer to the RA. See paragraph (g)(1) of this section 
for additional transfer-related requirements applicable to all permits issued under this section. 

(2) Renewal. (i) Renewal of a charter vessel/headboat permit for Gulf coastal migratory pelagic fish or Gulf reef fish is 
contingent upon the permitted vessel and/or captain, as appropriate, being included in an active survey frame for, 
and, if selected to report, providing the information required in one of the approved fishing data surveys. Surveys 
include, but are not limited to— 

(A) NMFS' Marine Recreational Fishing Vessel Directory Telephone Survey (conducted by the Gulf States Marine 
Fisheries Commission); 

(B) NMFS' Southeast Headboat Survey (as required by §622.5(b)(1); 

(C) Texas Parks and Wildlife Marine Recreational Fishing Survey; or 

(D) A data collection system that replaces one or more of the surveys in paragraph (r)(2)(i)(A),(B), or (C) of this 
section. 

(ii) A charter vessel/headboat permit for Gulf coastal migratory pelagic fish or Gulf reef fish that is not renewed or that 
is revoked will not be reissued. A permit is considered to be not renewed when an application for renewal, as required, 
is not received by the RA within 1 year of the expiration date of the permit. 

(3) Requirement to display a vessel decal. Upon renewal or transfer of a charter vessel/headboat permit for Gulf 
coastal migratory pelagic fish or Gulf reef fish, the RA will issue the owner of the permitted vessel a vessel decal for 
the applicable permitted fishery or fisheries. The vessel decal must be displayed on the port side of the deckhouse or 
hull and must be maintained so that it is clearly visible. 

(s) Moratorium on commercial vessel permits for Gulf shrimp. The provisions of this paragraph (s) are applicable 
through October 26, 2016.(1) Date moratorium permits are required. Beginning March 26, 2007, the only valid 
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commercial vessel permits for Gulf shrimp are those issued under the moratorium criteria in this paragraph (s). 

(2) Initial eligibility for a moratorium permit. Initial eligibility for a commercial vessel moratorium permit for Gulf shrimp 
is limited to a person who 

(i) Owns a vessel that was issued a Federal commercial vessel permit for Gulf shrimp on or before December 6, 
2003; or 

(ii) On or before December 6, 2003, owned a vessel that was issued a Federal commercial vessel permit for Gulf 
shrimp and, prior to September 26, 2006, owns a vessel with a Federal commercial permit for Gulf shrimp that is 
equipped for offshore shrimp fishing, is at least 5 net tons (4.54 metric tons), is documented by the Coast Guard, and 
is the vessel for which the commercial vessel moratorium permit is being applied. 

(3) Application deadline and procedures. An applicant who desires a commercial vessel moratorium permit for Gulf 
shrimp must submit an application to the RA postmarked or hand delivered not later than October 26, 2007. After that 
date, no applications for additional commercial vessel moratorium permits for Gulf shrimp will be accepted. 
Application forms are available from the RA. Failure to apply in a timely manner will preclude permit issuance even 
when the applicant otherwise meets the permit eligibility criteria. 

(4) Determination of eligibility. NMFS' permit records are the sole basis for determining eligibility based on permit 
history. An applicant who believes he/she meets the permit eligibility criteria based on ownership of a vessel under a 
different name, as may have occurred when ownership has changed from individual to corporate or vice versa, must 
document his/her continuity of ownership. 

(5) Incomplete applications. If an application that is postmarked or hand-delivered in a timely manner is incomplete, 
the RA will notify the applicant of the deficiency. If the applicant fails to correct the deficiency within 30 days of the 
date of the RA's notification, the application will be considered abandoned. 

(6) Notification of ineligibility. If the applicant does not meet the applicable eligibility requirements of paragraph (s)(2) 
of this section, the RA will notify the applicant, in writing, of such determination and the reasons for it. 

(7) Permit transferability. Commercial vessel moratorium permits for Gulf shrimp are fully transferable, with or without 
the sale of the vessel. To request that the RA transfer a commercial vessel moratorium permit for Gulf shrimp, the 
owner of a vessel that is to receive the transferred permit must complete the transfer information on the reverse of the 
permit and return the permit and a completed application for transfer to the RA. Transfer documents must be 
notarized as specified in paragraph (g)(1) of this section. 

(8) Renewal. (i) Renewal of a commercial vessel moratorium permit for Gulf shrimp is contingent upon compliance 
with the recordkeeping and reporting requirements for Gulf shrimp specified in §622.5(a)(1) (iii). 

(ii) A commercial vessel moratorium permit for Gulf shrimp that is not renewed will be terminated and will not be 
reissued during the moratorium. A permit is considered to be not renewed when an application for renewal, as 
required, is not received by the RA within 1 year of the expiration date of the permit. 

[61 FR 34937, July 3, 1996] 

Editorial Note: For Federal Register citations affecting §622.4, see the List of CFR Sections Affected, which appears 
in the Finding Aids section of the printed volume and on GPO Access. 
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e-CFR Data is current as of April 10, 2008 

Title 50: Wildlife and Fisheries 
PART 622—FISHERIES OF THE CARIBBEAN, GULF, AND SOUTH ATLANTIC  
Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 622.6 Vessel and gear identification. 

(a) Vessel identification —(1) Applicability —(i) Official number. A vessel for which a permit has been issued under 
§622.4, and a vessel that fishes for or possesses pelagic sargassum in the South Atlantic EEZ, must display its 
official number— 

(A) On the port and starboard sides of the deckhouse or hull and, for vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m) long, on an 
appropriate weather deck, so as to be clearly visible from an enforcement vessel or aircraft. 

(B) In block arabic numerals permanently affixed to or painted on the vessel in contrasting color to the background. 

(C) At least 18 inches (45.7 cm) in height for vessels over 65 ft (19.8 m) long; at least 10 inches (25.4 cm) in height 
for vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m) long; and at least 3 inches (7.6 cm) in height for vessels 25 ft (7.6 m) long or less. 

(ii) Official number and color code. The following vessels must display their official number as specified in paragraph 
(a)(1)(i) of this section and, in addition, must display their assigned color code: A vessel for which a permit has been 
issued to fish with a sea bass pot, as required under §622.4(a)(2)(vi); a vessel in the commercial Caribbean reef fish 
fishery fishing with traps; and a vessel in the Caribbean spiny lobster fishery. Color codes required for the Caribbean 
reef fish fishery and Caribbean spiny lobster fishery are assigned by Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands, whichever 
is applicable; color codes required in all other fisheries are assigned by the RA. The color code must be displayed— 

(A) On the port and starboard sides of the deckhouse or hull and, for vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m) long, on an 
appropriate weather deck, so as to be clearly visible from an enforcement vessel or aircraft. 

(B) In the form of a circle permanently affixed to or painted on the vessel. 

(C) At least 18 inches (45.7 cm) in diameter for vessels over 65 ft (19.8 m) long; at least 10 inches (25.4 cm) in 
diameter for vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m) long; and at least 3 inches (7.6 cm) in diameter for vessels 25 ft (7.6 m) long or 
less. 

(2) Duties of operator. The operator of a vessel specified in paragraph (a)(1) of this section must keep the official 
number and the color code, if applicable, clearly legible and in good repair and must ensure that no part of the fishing 
vessel, its rigging, fishing gear, or any other material on board obstructs the view of the official number or the color 
code, if applicable, from an enforcement vessel or aircraft. 

(b) Gear identification —(1) Traps/pots and associated buoys —(i) Traps or pots —(A) Caribbean EEZ. A fish trap or 
spiny lobster trap used or possessed in the Caribbean EEZ must display the official number specified for the vessel 
by Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands so as to be easily identified. 

(B) Gulf and South Atlantic EEZ. A sea bass pot used or possessed in the South Atlantic EEZ between 35°15.19' N. 
lat. (due east of Cape Hatteras Light, NC) and 28°35.1' N. lat. (due east of the NASA Vehicle Assembly Building, 
Cape Canaveral, FL), or a sea bass pot on board a vessel with a commercial permit for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper, must have a valid identification tag issued by the RA attached. A golden crab trap used or possessed in the 
South Atlantic EEZ or on board a vessel with a commercial permit for golden crab must have the commercial vessel 
permit number permanently affixed so as to be easily distinguished, located, and identified; an identification tag 
issued by the RA may be used for this purpose but is not required. 

(ii) Associated buoys. A buoy that is attached to a trap or pot must display the official number and assigned color code 
so as to be easily distinguished, located, and identified as follows: 

(A) Caribbean EEZ. Traps or pots used in the Caribbean spiny lobster or Caribbean reef fish fisheries that are fished 
individually, rather than tied together in a trap line, must have at least one buoy attached that floats on the surface. 
Traps or pots used in the Caribbean spiny lobster or Caribbean reef fish fisheries that are tied together in a trap line 
must have at least one buoy that floats at the surface attached at each end of the trap line. Each buoy must display 
the official number and color code assigned to the vessel by Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands, whichever is 
applicable. 

(B) South Atlantic EEZ . In the South Atlantic EEZ, buoys are not required to be used, but, if used, each buoy must 
display the official number and color code assigned by the RA. However, no color code is required on a buoy 
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attached to a golden crab trap. 

(iii) Presumption of ownership. A Caribbean spiny lobster trap, a fish trap, a golden crab trap, or a sea bass pot in the 
EEZ will be presumed to be the property of the most recently documented owner. This presumption will not apply with 
respect to such traps and pots that are lost or sold if the owner reports the loss or sale within 15 days to the RA. 

(iv) Unmarked traps, pots, or buoys. An unmarked Caribbean spiny lobster trap, a fish trap, a golden crab trap, a sea 
bass pot, or a buoy deployed in the EEZ where such trap, pot, or buoy is required to be marked is illegal and may be 
disposed of in any appropriate manner by the Assistant Administrator or an authorized officer. 

(2) Gillnet buoys. On board a vessel with a valid Spanish mackerel permit that is fishing for Spanish mackerel in, or 
that possesses Spanish mackerel in or from, the South Atlantic EEZ off Florida north of 25°20.4' N. lat., which is a 
line directly east from the Miami-Dade/Monroe County, FL, boundary, the float line of each gillnet possessed, 
including any net in use, must have a maximum of nine distinctive floats, i.e., different from the usual net buoys, 
spaced uniformly at a distance of 100 yd (91.4 m) or less. Each such distinctive float must display the official number 
of the vessel. 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61 FR 43957, Aug. 27, 1996; 63 FR 10567, Mar. 4, 1998; 63 FR 57590, 
Oct. 28, 1998; 64 FR 59126, Nov. 2, 1999; 65 FR 52957, Aug. 31, 2000; 67 FR 22362, May 3, 2002; 67 FR 51078, 
Aug. 7, 2002; 68 FR 57378, Oct. 3, 2003; 70 FR 62080, Oct. 28, 2005; 73 FR 410, Jan. 3, 2008] 
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Title 50: Wildlife and Fisheries 
PART 640—SPINY LOBSTER FISHERY OF THE GULF OF MEXICO AND SOUTH ATLANTIC  
Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 640.6 Vessel and gear identification. 

(a) EEZ off Florida. (1) An owner or operator of a vessel that is used to harvest spiny lobsters by traps in the EEZ off 
Florida must comply with the vessel and gear identification requirements applicable to the harvesting of spiny lobsters 
by traps in Florida's waters in sections 370.14(2)(a) and (3) and 370.142(2) (b), Florida Statutes, in effect as of July 1, 
1994, and in Rule 46–24.006(3), (4), and (5), Florida Administrative Code, in effect as of June 1, 1994. 

(2) An owner or operator of a vessel that is used to harvest spiny lobsters by diving in the EEZ off Florida must 
comply with the vessel identification requirements applicable to the harvesting of spiny lobsters by diving in Florida's 
waters in Rule 46–24.006(6), Florida Administrative Code, in effect as of June 1, 1994. 

(3) The incorporation by reference in paragraphs (a)(1) and (a)(2) of this section of sections 370.14(2)(a) and (3) and 
370.142(2)(b), Florida Statutes, and Rule 46–24.006(3), (4), (5), and (6), Florida Administrative Code, was approved 
by the Director of the Office of the Federal Register in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. Copies 
may be obtained from the Florida Marine Fisheries Commission, 2540 Executive Center Circle West, Suite 106, 
Tallahassee, FL 32301; telephone: 904– 487–0554. Copies may be inspected at the Office of the Regional Director; 
the Office of Fisheries Conservation and Management, NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD; or at the 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA). For information on the availability of this material at NARA, 
call 202–741–6030, or go to: http:/www.archives.gov/federal_register/code_of_federal_regulations/ibr_locations.html. 

(b) EEZ other than off Florida. (1) The owner or operator of a vessel that is used to harvest spiny lobsters in the EEZ 
other than off Florida, must meet the following vessel and gear identification requirements: 

(i) The vessel's Florida crawfish license or trap number or, if not licensed by Florida, the vessel's Federal vessel 
permit number must be permanently and conspicuously displayed horizontally on the uppermost structural portion of 
the vessel in numbers at least 10 inches (25.4 cm) high so as to be readily identifiable from the air and water; 

(ii) If the vessel uses spiny lobster traps in the EEZ, other than off Florida— 

(A) The vessel's color code, as assigned by Florida or, if a color code has not been assigned by Florida, as assigned 
by the Regional Director, must be permanently and conspicuously displayed above the number specified in 
paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this section so as to be readily identifiable from the air and water, such color code being in the 
form of a circle at least 20 inches (50.8 cm) in diameter on a background of colors contrasting to those contained in 
the assigned color code; 

(B) A buoy or timed-release buoy of such strength and buoyancy to float must be attached to each spiny lobster trap 
or at each end of a string of traps; 

(C) A buoy used to mark spiny lobster traps must bear the vessel's assigned color code and be of such color, hue, 
and brilliancy as to be easily distinguished, seen, and located; 

(D) A buoy used to mark spiny lobster traps must bear the vessel's Florida crawfish license or trap number or, if not 
licensed by Florida, the vessel's Federal vessel permit number in numbers at least 2 inches (5.08 cm) high; and 

(E) A spiny lobster trap must bear the vessel's Florida crawfish license or trap number or, if not licensed by Florida, 
the vessel's Federal vessel permit number permanently and legibly affixed. 

(2) A spiny lobster trap in the EEZ, other than off Florida, will be presumed to be the property of the most recently 
documented owner. Upon the sale or transfer of a spiny lobster trap used in the EEZ, other than off Florida, within 5 
days of acquiring ownership, the person acquiring ownership must notify the Florida Division of Law Enforcement of 
the Department of Environmental Protection, for a trap that bears a Florida crawfish license or trap number, or the 
Regional Director, for a trap that bears a Federal vessel permit number, as to the number of traps purchased, the 
vendor, and the crawfish license or trap number, or Federal vessel permit number, currently displayed on the traps, 
and must request issuance of a crawfish license or trap number, or Federal vessel permit, if the acquiring owner does 
not possess such license or trap number or permit. 

(c) Unmarked traps and buoys. An unmarked spiny lobster trap or buoy in the EEZ is illegal gear. Such trap or buoy, 
and any connecting lines, will be considered unclaimed or abandoned property and may be disposed of in any manner 
considered appropriate by the Assistant Administrator or an authorized officer. An owner of such trap or buoy remains 
subject to appropriate civil penalties. 

[57 FR 56519, Nov. 30, 1992, as amended at 59 FR 53119, Oct. 21, 1994; 60 FR 41830, Aug. 14, 1995; 69 FR 18803, 
Apr. 9, 2004] 
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is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: January 15, 2008. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. E8–915 Filed 1–18–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Southeast Region 
Gear Identification Requirements 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 24, 2008. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Jason Rueter, (727) 824–5350 
or jason.rueter@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

The participants in Federally- 
regulated fisheries in the Southeast 
Region of the U.S. must mark their 
fishing gear with the official 
identification number or some other 
form of identification and color code. 
Harvesters of aquaculture live rock must 
mark or tag the material deposited. This 
identification is necessary to aid fishery 
enforcement activities and for purposes 
of gear identification concerning 
damage, loss, and civil proceedings. 

II. Method of Collection 

No information is collected. 

III. Data 

OMB Number: 0648–0359. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission. 
Affected Public: Individuals or 

households; and business or other for- 
profits organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
1,000. 

Estimated Time per Response: 7 
minutes for traps; 10 seconds for live 
rock; and 20 minutes for mackerel 
gillnets. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 2,192. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $17,000 in capital and 
recordkeeping/reporting costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: January 15, 2008. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. E8–916 Filed 1–18–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Southeast Region 
Vessel Identification Requirements 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 24, 2008. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Jason Rueter, (727) 824–5350 
or jason.rueter@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

The participants in federally- 
regulated fisheries in the Southeast 
Region of the U.S. must mark their 
fishing vessels with the official 
identification number or some other 
form of identification. The vessel’s 
identification number is displayed on 
its deckhouse or hull, and its 
weatherdeck. This identification is 
necessary to aid fishery enforcement 
activities and for purposes of gear 
identification concerning damage, loss, 
and civil proceedings. 

II. Method of Collection 

No information is collected. 

III. Data 

OMB Number: 0648–0358. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission. 
Affected Public: Individuals or 

households; business or other for-profits 
organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
9,774. 

Estimated Time per Response: 45 
minutes. 
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