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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
 FOREIGN FISHING VESSEL IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

 OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0356  
 

A.  JUSTIFICATION  
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.  
 
The success of fisheries management programs depends significantly on regulatory compliance. 
Vessel identification requirements and gear identification requirements are essential to facilitate 
enforcement.  The ability to link fishing (or other activity) and fishing gear to the vessel owner or 
operator is crucial to enforcement of regulations issued under numerous Federal fishery 
management statutes.  This particular collection relates to the foreign fishing provisions of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act ((MSFCMA). Implementing 
regulations are found at 50 CFR 600.503.  
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
Regulations at 50 CFR 600.503 require that a vessel's international radio call sign (IRCS) be 
displayed on the port and starboard sides of the deckhouse or hull, and on a weatherdeck. This 
information identifies each vessel and is intended to be visible at distances at sea level and from 
the air.  The information provides law enforcement personnel with a means to monitor fishing, 
at-sea processing, and other related activities, to ascertain whether a vessel's observed activities 
are in accordance with those authorized for that vessel. The vessel identification information is 
used by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and the United States Coast Guard 
(USCG) in patrols and other enforcement-related actions, including issuing violations and 
pursuing prosecutions. Vessels that qualify for particular fisheries are readily identified, and 
violators are more efficiently and expediently cited/prosecuted, thereby allowing for more cost-
effective enforcement.  Cooperating fishermen and other interested parties can also use the vessel 
identification information to report suspicious activities. 
 
Regulations at 50 CFR 600.503 also provide that foreign fishing vessels deploying gear which is 
not physically and continuously attached to the vessel must mark such gear with a buoy 
displaying the vessel identification of the vessel to which the gear belongs and attach a light 
visible for two miles at night in good visibility.  Enforcement personnel rely on the vessel 
identification information to assure compliance with fisheries management regulations.  The gear 
identification information is used by the NMFS and USCG in patrols and other enforcement-
related actions, including issuing violations and pursuing prosecutions.  Gear marking helps 
ensure that a vessel harvests fish only from its own gear and that its gear is not illegally placed.  
The status of gear in particular fisheries is readily determined, and violators are more efficiently 
and expediently cited/prosecuted, thereby allowing for more cost-effective enforcement.  Gear 
that is not properly identified is subject to confiscation. Cooperating fishermen and other 
interested parties can also use the gear identification information to report placement or 
occurrence of gear in unauthorized areas. 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/msa2005/docs/MSA_amended_msa%20_20070112_FINAL.pdf
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=fe96ee586955c891a5b6dd2cc04e218b&rgn=div8&view=text&node=50:8.0.1.1.1.6.1.3&idno=50
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/
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Fishermen in compliance with fishery management regulations ultimately benefit, as 
unauthorized and illegal fishing is deterred and more burdensome regulations are avoided. 
 
The information collected will not be disseminated to the public; it consists solely of 
identification on vessels and fishing gear and is not submitted to NMFS. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology.  
 
The requirement that each vessel display its IRCS on its deckhouse or hull, and its weatherdeck, 
does not lend itself to technology.  Painting identification information on vessels is the least 
costly and most efficient method available at this time to provide the information necessary to 
support enforcement. 
 
The requirement that fishing gear be marked does not lend itself to technology, either.  Marking 
identification information on gear is the least costly and most efficient method available at this 
time to provide the information necessary to support enforcement. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication.  
 
There is no duplication of other requirements 
 
5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
The collection will not have a significant impact on small businesses or entities.  
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
Failure to conduct the collection would make it difficult to enforce the foreign fishing provisions 
of the MSFCMA.  
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
This collection is consistent with Office of Management and Budget (OMB) guidelines.  
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8.  Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments on the 
information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments received 
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those 
comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their 
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and 
recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be 
recorded, disclosed, or reported.  
 
A Federal Register Notice published on January 9, 2008 (73 FR 1601) solicited public 
comments.  No comments were received.  
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees.  
 
No payments or gifts will be provided.  
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.  
 
No assurance of confidentiality is provided to respondents.  
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private.  
 
No sensitive questions are asked. 
 
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.  
 
With respect to vessel identification, we estimate that 7 vessels will be affected, and that it takes 
15 minutes to mark each of the three locations: 7 vessels x 3 markings x 15 minutes/marking = 
5.25 hours. 
 
For gearmarking, we estimate per vessel:  
 
 2 buoys per line x 2 lines = 4 buoys 
 
 4 buoys x 15 minutes for marking = 1 hour for buoy marking 
 
 1 light per line x 2 lines = 2 lights 
 
 15 minutes to attach a light = 30 minutes for buoy lighting 
 
1 hour marking + 30 minutes lighting =  1 hour and 30 minutes per vessel for gear marking. 
 
However, we do not anticipate that there will be any directed foreign fishing, so no vessels will 
actually be subject to the gear identification requirement.  Therefore, we ask approval for 1 
response and 1 hour of burden as a placeholder for the gear identification requirement. 
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Thus, based on the above, the total number of respondents for this collection is 8 (7 +1) and the 
number of hours requested is 6 (5 +1). 
 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in #12 
above). 
 
With respect to vessel identification, we estimate that paint, paintbrush, and perhaps a stencil, 
would cost about $25 per vessel, for a total cost of $175. 
 
With respect to gear identification, vessels possess buoy lights as part of their normal gear, so 
there would be no additional cost for that requirement.  A cost of $20 per vessel is estimated for 
marking gear, representing the cost of paint and a paintbrush.  However, since no vessels are 
expected to be subject to the requirement, the total estimated cost for gear identification is $0. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.  
 
There are no Federal costs.  
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or 
14 of the OMB 83-I.  
 
Due to decreased foreign fishing activity, estimated number of vessels, responses and hours 
have decreased by 3 each, for vessel identification. A placeholder of one vessel, response and 
hour each has been added for gear marking. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication.  
 
No results will be published.  
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.  
 
N/A.  
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the 
OMB 83-I.  
 
There are no exceptions.  
 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS  
 
The collection does not employ statistical methods.  



16 U.S.C. 1823-1824 
MSA §§ 203-204 
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(E) Except to the extent specifically provided in the preceding provisions of this 
subsection, consideration of any fishery agreement resolution shall be governed by the 
Rules of the House of Representatives applicable to other bills and resolutions in similar 
circumstances.  

 
(5) FLOOR CONSIDERATION IN THE SENATE.—  

(A) A motion in the Senate to proceed to the consideration of any fishery agreement 
resolution shall be privileged and not debatable.  An amendment to the motion shall not 
be in order, nor shall it be in order to move to reconsider the vote by which the motion is 
agreed to or disagreed to.  

(B) Debate in the Senate on any fishery agreement resolution and on all debatable 
motions and appeals in connection therewith shall be limited to not more than 10 hours.  
The time shall be equally divided between, and controlled by, the majority leader and the 
minority leader or their designees.  

(C) Debate in the Senate on any debatable motion or appeal in connection with any 
fishery agreement resolution shall be limited to not more than 1 hour, to be equally 
divided between, and controlled by, the mover of the motion or appeal and the manager 
of the resolution, except that if the manager of the resolution is in favor of any such 
motion or appeal, the time in opposition thereto shall be controlled by the minority leader 
or his designee.  The majority leader and the minority leader, or either of them, may allot 
additional time to any Senator during the consideration of any debatable motion or 
appeal, from time under their control with respect to the applicable fishery agreement 
resolution.  

(D) A motion in the Senate to further limit debate is not debatable.  A motion to 
recommit any fishery agreement resolution is not in order.  

 
 
 
SEC. 204.  PERMITS FOR FOREIGN FISHING                                  16 U.S.C. 1824 
 
99-659, 102-251 

(a) IN GENERAL.—After February 28, 1977, no foreign fishing vessel shall engage in 
fishing within the exclusive economic zone [within the special areas]*, or for anadromous 
species or Continental Shelf fishery resources beyond such zone [or areas]*, unless such vessel 
has on board a valid permit issued under this section for such vessel. 
 

(b) APPLICATIONS AND PERMITS UNDER GOVERNING INTERNATIONAL 
FISHERY AGREEMENTS.—  
 
99-659 

(1) ELIGIBILITY.—Each foreign nation with which the United States has entered into a 
governing international fishery agreement shall submit an application to the Secretary of 
State each year for a permit for each of its fishing vessels that wishes to engage in fishing 
described in subsection (a).  No permit issued under this section may be valid for longer than 
a year; and section 558(c) of title 5, United States Code, does not apply to the renewal of any 
such permit.  



16 U.S.C. 1824 
MSA § 204 
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(2) FORMS.—The Secretary, in consultation with the Secretary of State and the 
Secretary of the department in which the Coast Guard is operating, shall prescribe the forms 
for permit applications submitted under this subsection and for permits issued pursuant to 
any such application.  

 
95-354, 97-453, 99-659 

(3) CONTENTS.—Any application made under this subsection shall specify— 
(A) the name and official number or other identification of each fishing vessel for 

which a permit is sought, together with the name and address of the owner thereof;  
(B) the tonnage, hold capacity, speed, processing  equipment, type and quantity of 

fishing gear, and such other pertinent information with respect to characteristics of each 
such vessel as the Secretary may require;  

(C) each fishery in which each such vessel wishes to fish; 
(D) the estimated amount of tonnage of fish which will be caught, taken, or harvested 

in each such fishery by each such vessel during the time the permit is in force;  
(E) the amount or tonnage of United States harvested fish, if any, which each such 

vessel proposes to receive at sea from vessels of the United States; (F) the ocean area in 
which, and the season or period during which, such fishing will be conducted; and (G) all 
applicable vessel safety standards imposed by the foreign country, and shall include 
written certification that the vessel is in compliance with those standards; and shall 
include any other pertinent information and material which the Secretary may require.  

 
95-354, 96-470, 97-453, 99-659 

 (4) TRANSMITTAL FOR ACTION.—Upon receipt of any application which complies 
with the requirements of paragraph (3), the Secretary of State shall publish a notice of receipt 
of the application in the Federal Register.  Any such notice shall summarize the contents of 
the applications from each nation included therein with respect to the matters described in 
paragraph (3).  The Secretary of State shall promptly transmit—  

(A) such application, together with his comments and recommendations thereon, to 
the Secretary;  

(B) a copy of the application to the Secretary of the department in which the Coast 
Guard is operating; and  

(C) a copy or a summary of the application to the appropriate Council.  
 
97-453 

(5) ACTION BY COUNCIL.—After receiving a copy or summary of an application 
under paragraph (4)(C), the Council may prepare and submit to the Secretary such written 
comments on the application as it deems appropriate.  Such comments shall be submitted 
within 45 days after the date on which the application is received by the Council and may 
include recommendations with respect to approval of the application and, if approval is 
recommended, with respect to appropriate conditions and restrictions thereon.  Any 
interested person may submit comments to such Council with respect to any such 
application.  The Council shall consider any such comments in formulating its submission to 
the Secretary.  



16 U.S.C. 1824 
MSA § 204 
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95-453, 99-659 
(6) APPROVAL.—  

(A) After receipt of any application transmitted under paragraph (4)(A), the Secretary 
shall consult with the Secretary of State and, with respect to enforcement, with the 
Secretary of the department in which the Coast Guard is operating.  The Secretary, after 
taking into consideration the views and recommendations of such Secretaries, and any 
comments submitted by any Council under paragraph (5), may approve, subject to 
subparagraph (B), the application, if he determines that the fishing described in the 
application will meet the requirements of this Act, or he may disapprove all or any 
portion of the application.  

(B) (i) In the case of any application which specifies that one or more foreign fishing 
vessels propose to receive at sea United States harvested fish from vessels of the 
United States, the Secretary may approve the application unless the Secretary 
determines, on the basis of the views, recommendations, and comments referred to in 
subparagraph (A) and other pertinent information, that United States fish processors 
have adequate capacity, and will utilize such capacity, to process all United States 
harvested fish from the fishery concerned.  

(ii) The amount or tonnage of United States harvested fish which may be received 
at sea during any year by foreign fishing vessels under permits approved under this 
paragraph may not exceed that portion of the optimum yield of the fishery concerned 
which will not be utilized by United States fish processors.  

(iii) In deciding whether to approve any application under this subparagraph, the 
Secretary may take into account, with respect to the foreign nation concerned, such 
other matters as the Secretary deems appropriate.  

 
95-354, 104-297 

(7) ESTABLISHMENT OF CONDITIONS AND RESTRICTIONS.—The Secretary 
shall establish conditions and restrictions which shall be included in each permit issued 
pursuant to any application approved under paragraph (6) or subsection (d) and which must 
be complied with by the owner or operator of the fishing vessel for which the permit is 
issued.  Such conditions and restrictions shall include the following:  

(A) All of the requirements of any applicable fishery management plan, or preliminary 
fishery management plan, and any applicable Federal or State fishing regulations. 

(B) The requirement that no permit may be used by any vessel other than the fishing 
vessel for which it is issued.  

(C) The requirements described in section 201(c)(1), (2), and (3).  
(D) If the permit is issued other than pursuant to an application approved under 

paragraph (6)(B) or subsection (d), the restriction that the foreign fishing vessel may not 
receive at sea United States harvested fish from vessels of the United States.  

(E) If the permit is issued pursuant to an application approved under paragraph (6)(B), 
the maximum amount or tonnage of United States harvested fish which may be received 
at sea from vessels of the United States.  

(F) Any other condition and restriction related to fishery conservation and 
management which the Secretary prescribes as necessary and appropriate.  



16 U.S.C. 1824 
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96-470 
(8)  NOTICE OF APPROVAL.—The Secretary shall promptly transmit a copy of each 

application approved under paragraph (6) and the conditions and restrictions established 
under paragraph (7) to—  

(A) the Secretary of State for transmittal to the foreign nation involved;  
(B) the Secretary of the department in which the Coast Guard is operating; and  
(C) any Council which has authority over any fishery specified in such application.  

 
(9) DISAPPROVAL OF APPLICATIONS.—If the Secretary does not approve any 

application submitted by a foreign nation under this subsection, he shall promptly inform the 
Secretary of State of the disapproval and his reasons therefore.  The Secretary of State shall 
notify such foreign nation of the disapproval and the reasons therefor.  Such foreign nation, 
after taking into consideration the reasons for disapproval, may submit a revised application 
under this subsection.  

 
96-561, 99-272, 101-627 

(10) FEES.—  
(A) Fees shall be paid to the Secretary by the owner or operator of any foreign fishing 

vessel for which a permit has been issued pursuant to this section.  The Secretary, in 
consultation with the Secretary of State, shall establish a schedule of reasonable fees that 
shall apply nondiscriminatorily to each foreign nation.  

(B) Amounts collected by the Secretary under this paragraph shall be deposited in the 
general fund of the Treasury.  

 
(11) ISSUANCE OF PERMITS.—If a foreign nation notifies the Secretary of State of its 

acceptance of the conditions and restrictions established by the Secretary under paragraph 
(7), the Secretary of State shall promptly transmit such notification to the Secretary.  Upon 
payment of the applicable fees established pursuant to paragraph (10), the Secretary shall 
thereupon issue to such foreign nation, through the Secretary of State, permits for the 
appropriate fishing vessels of that nation.  Each permit shall contain a statement of all 
conditions and restrictions established under paragraph (7) which apply to the fishing vessel 
for which the permit is issued.  



e-CFR Data is current as of April 25, 2008 
 
Title 50: Wildlife and Fisheries 
PART 600—MAGNUSON-STEVENS ACT PROVISIONS  
Subpart F—Foreign Fishing 

§ 600.503 Vessel and gear identification. 

(a) Vessel identification. (1) The operator of each FFV assigned an IRCS must display that call sign amidships on 
both the port and starboard sides of the deckhouse or hull, so that it is visible from an enforcement vessel, and on an 
appropriate weather deck so it is visible from the air. 

(2) The operator of each FFV not assigned an IRCS, such as a small trawler associated with a mothership or one of 
a pair of trawlers, must display the IRCS of the associated vessel, followed by a numerical suffix. (For example, 
JCZM–1, JCZM–2, etc., would be displayed on small trawlers not assigned an IRCS operating with a mothership 
whose IRCS is JCZM; JANP–1 would be displayed by a pair trawler not assigned an IRCS operating with a trawler 
whose IRCS is JANP.) 

(3) The vessel identification must be in a color in contrast to the background and must be permanently affixed to the 
FFV in block Roman alphabet letters and Arabic numerals at least 1 m in height for FFV's over 20 m in length, and at 
least 0.5 m in height for all other FFV's. 

(b) Navigational lights and shapes. Each FFV must display the lights and shapes prescribed by the International 
Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1972 (TIAS 8587, and 1981 amendment TIAS 10672), for the activity in 
which the FFV is engaged (as described at 33 CFR part 81). 

(c) Gear identification. (1) The operator of each FFV must ensure that all deployed fishing gear that is not physically and 
continuously attached to an FFV: 

(i) Is clearly marked at the surface with a buoy displaying the vessel identification of the FFV (see paragraph (a) of 
this section) to which the gear belongs. 

(ii) Has attached a light visible for 2 nautical miles (3.70 km) at night in good visibility. 

(iii) Has a radio buoy. 

Trawl codends passed from one vessel to another are considered continuously attached gear and are not required to be 
marked. 

(2) The operator of each FFV must ensure that deployed longlines, strings of traps or pots, and gillnets are marked at 
the surface at each terminal end with: (see paragraphs (c)(1)(i) through (c)(1)(iii) of this section). 

(3) Additional requirements may be specified for the fishery in which the vessel is engaged. 

(4) Unmarked or incorrectly identified fishing gear may be considered abandoned and may be disposed of in 
accordance with applicable Federal regulations by any authorized officer. 

(d) Maintenance. The operator of each FFV must— 

(1) Keep the vessel and gear identification clearly legible and in good repair. 

(2) Ensure that nothing on the FFV obstructs the view of the markings from an enforcement vessel or ai rcraft. 

(3) Ensure that the proper navigational lights and shapes are displayed for the FFV's activity and are properly 
functioning. 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Foreign Fishing 
Vessel and Gear Identification 
Requirements 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 

ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 

DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 10, 2008. 

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov). 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Robert Dickinson, (301) 713– 
9090 or Bob.Dickinson@noaa.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

Regulations at 50 CFR 600.503 require 
that a foreign fishing vessel display the 
vessel’s international radio call sign on 
the port and starboard sides of the 
deckhouse or hull, and on a 
weatherdeck. The numbers must be of a 
specific size. The display of the 
identifying number aids in fishery law 
enforcement and allows other fishermen 
to report suspicious activity. 

The regulations also require that 
foreign fishing vessels that deploy gear 
that is not physically and continuously 
attached to the vessel mark that gear 
with a buoy displaying the vessel 
identification number and attach a light 
visible for two miles on a night with 
good visibility. The marking of gear aids 
law enforcement and enables other 
fishermen to report on gear placed in 
unauthorized areas. 

There currently are no foreign vessels 
authorized to do fishing that would be 
subject to the gear identification 
requirement. 

II. Method of Collection 
Information is displayed on vessels 

and gear. 

III. Data 
OMB Control Number: 0648–0356. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission. 
Affected Public: Business or other for- 

profit organizations. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 6. 
Estimated Time Per Response: 45 

minutes per vessel. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 5. 
Estimated Total Annual Cost to 

Public: $120. 

IV. Request for Comments 
Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 

the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: January 4, 2008. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. E8–169 Filed 1–8–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Office of the Secretary of Defense 

Renewal of Department of Defense 
Federal Advisory Committees 

AGENCY: Department of Defense. 
ACTION: Renewal of Federal Advisory 
Committee. 

SUMMARY: Under the provisions of the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act of 
1972, (5 U.S.C. Appendix, as amended), 
the Sunshine in the Government Act of 
1976 (5 U.S.C. 552b, as amended), and 
41 CFR 102–3.65, the Department of 
Defense gives notice that it is renewing 
the charter for the Department of 

Defense Education Benefits Board of 
Actuaries (hereafter referred to as the 
Board). 

The Board, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 
2006(e), is a non-discretionary Federal 
advisory committee established to: (1) 
Annually advise the Secretary of 
Defense on the actuarial status of the 
Department of Defense Education 
Benefits Fund (hereafter referred to as 
the Fund); (2) shall furnish its advice 
and opinion on matters referred to it by 
the Secretary; review valuations of the 
Fund conducted under the provisions of 
10 U.S.C., § 2006(f); (3) report to the 
Secretary of Defense annually on the 
actuarial status of the Fund; and (4) 
recommend to the President and 
Congress such changes as, in the Board’s 
judgment, are necessary to protect the 
public interest and maintain the Fund 
on a sound actuarial basis. 

The Board shall be composed of not 
more than three members appointed by 
the Secretary of Defense from among 
qualified professional actuaries who are 
members of the Society of Actuaries. 
The members shall serve for a term of 
15 years, except that a member of the 
Board appointed to fill a vacancy 
occurring before the end of the term for 
which the predecessor was appointed 
shall serve only until the end of such 
term. A member may serve after the end 
of the term until a successor has taken 
office. A member of the Board may be 
removed by the Secretary of Defense for 
misconduct or failure to perform 
functions vested in the Board, and for 
no other reason. 

Members may not be reappointed for 
successive terms. The Chairperson of 
the Board shall be designated by the 
Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel 
and Readiness), on behalf of the 
Secretary of Defense, for a five-year 
term. 

Board Members appointed by the 
Secretary of Defense, who are not 
Federal officers or employees, shall 
serve as Special Government Employees 
under the authority of 5 U.S.C. 3109, 
and shall, under the authority of 10 
U.S.C. 2006(e)(1)(C), serve with 
compensation, to include travel and per 
diem for official travel. 

The Board shall meet at the call of the 
Designated Federal Officer, in 
consultation with the Chairperson, the 
Secretary of Defense or the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel & 
Readiness). The Designated Federal 
Officer shall be a full-time or permanent 
part-time DoD employee, and shall be 
appointed in accordance with 
established DoD policies and 
procedures. The Designated Federal 
Officer or Alternate Designated Federal 
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