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SUPPORTING STATEMENT 
FOREIGN FISHING VESSEL IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS  

OMB CONTROL NO.: 0648-0356 
 
 
A.        JUSTIFICATION 
 
1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
The success of fisheries management programs depends significantly on regulatory 
compliance. Vessel identification requirements are essential to facilitate enforcement. The 
ability to link fishing or other activity to the vessel owner or operator is crucial to enforcement 
of regulations issued under numerous Federal fishery management statutes. This particular 
collection relates to the foreign fishing provisions of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act (copy attached). Implementing regulations are found at 50 
CFR 600.503 (copy attached). 
 
2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines. 
 
Regulations at 50 CFR 600.503 require that a vessel's international radio call sign be displayed 
on the port and starboard sides of the deckhouse or hull, and on a weatherdeck. This information 
identifies each vessel and is intended to be visible at distances at sea level and from the air. This 
information provides law enforcement personnel with a means to monitor fishing, at-sea 
processing, and other related activities, to ascertain whether a vessel's observed activities are in 
accordance with those authorized for that vessel. The NMFS and USCG use the vessel 
identification information in patrols and other enforcement-related actions, including issuing 
violations and pursuing prosecutions. Vessels that qualify for particular fisheries are readily 
identified, and violators are more efficiently and expediently cited/prosecuted, thereby allowing 
for more cost-effective enforcement. Cooperating fishermen and other interested parties can also 
use the vessel identification information to report suspicious activities. Fishermen in compliance 
with fishery management regulations ultimately benefit as unauthorized and illegal fishing is 
deterred and more burdensome regulations are avoided. 
 
The information collected will not be disseminated to the public; as it consists solely of 
identification on a vessel, it is not submitted to NMFS. 
 
3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 
 
The requirement that each vessel display its IRCS on its deckhouse or hull, and its 
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weatherdeck, does not lend itself to technology. Painting identification information on 
vessels is the least costly and most efficient method available at this time to provide the 
information necessary to support enforcement. 

4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication.  

There is no duplication of other requirements 

5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, 
describe the methods used to minimize burden. 
 
The collection will not have a significant impact on small businesses or entities. 
 
6.   Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 
 
Failure to conduct the collection would make it difficult to enforce the foreign fishing 
provisions of the MSFCMA. There is no set frequency. 
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 
 
This collection is consistent with OMB guidelines. 
 
8.  Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the 
information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments received 
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those 
comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their 
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and 
recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be 
recorded, disclosed, or reported. 
 
A Federal Register Notice (copy attached) solicited public comments. None were 
received. Public comment was also solicited during the regulatory process. 
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other 
than remuneration of contractors or grantees. 
 
No payments or gifts will be provided. 
 
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy. 
 
No assurance of confidentiality is provided to respondents. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
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No sensitive questions are asked. 

 

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information. 
 
We are estimating that 10 vessels will be affected, and that it takes 15 minutes to mark each of 
the three locations. 
 

10 vessels x 3 markings x 15 minutes/marking = 8 hours. 

13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in #12 
above). 
 
We estimate that paint, paintbrush, and perhaps a stencil, will cost about $20 per vessel, for a 
total cost of $200. 
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government. 

There are no Federal costs. 

 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or 
14 of the OMB 83-I. 
 
No changes are requested. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication. 
 
No results will be published. 
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate. 
 
N/A. 
 
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the 
OMB 83-I. 
 
There are no exceptions. 
 
 
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS 
 
The collection does not employ statistical methods. 
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Fishery Conservation and Management § 600.503

TABLE 2 TO § 600.502—AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY OF NMFS AND U.S. COAST GUARD OFFICES—
Continued

Area of responsibility/fishery National Marine Fisheries Service U.S. Coast Guard

North Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea off
Alaska.

Administrator, Alaska Region .................. Commander, Seventeenth Coast Guard
District.

Pacific Ocean off Hawaii and Other U.S.
Insular Possessions in the Central and
Western Pacific.

Administrator, Southwest Region ............ Commander, Fourteenth Coast Guard
District.

TABLE 3 TO § 600.502—U.S. COAST GUARD COMMUNICATIONS STATIONS AND FREQUENCIES

U.S. Coast Guard communications station
Radiotelephone

IRCS Channel 1 GMT time

Boston .................................................................................... NMF A–E 2330–1100.
B,C All.
D 1100–2330.
E (On request).

CAMSLANT Chesapeake (Portsmouth, VA) .......................... NMN A 2330–1100.
B,C All.
D 1100–2330.
E (On request).

New Orleans ........................................................................... NMG A 2330–1100.
B,C All.
D 1100–2330.
E (On request).

CAMSPAC Point Reyes (San Francisco, CA) ....................... NMC A–D All.
E (On request).

Honolulu ................................................................................. NMO A–D All.
E (On request).

Kodiak ..................................................................................... NOJ A–D All.
E (On request).

1 Carrier frequencies of duplex, high-frequency single-sideband channels are:

Letter Shore transmit Ship transmit

A ........................................................................................................................................ 4426.0 4134.0
B ........................................................................................................................................ 6501.0 6200.0
C ........................................................................................................................................ 8764.0 8240.0
D ........................................................................................................................................ 13089.0 12242.0
E ........................................................................................................................................ 17314.0 16432.0

[61 FR 32540, June 24, 1996, as amended at 63 FR 7073, Feb. 12, 1998; 64 FR 39020, July 21, 1999]

§ 600.503 Vessel and gear identifica-
tion.

(a) Vessel identification. (1) The oper-
ator of each FFV assigned an IRCS
must display that call sign amidships
on both the port and starboard sides of
the deckhouse or hull, so that it is visi-
ble from an enforcement vessel, and on
an appropriate weather deck so it is
visible from the air.

(2) The operator of each FFV not as-
signed an IRCS, such as a small trawler
associated with a mothership or one of
a pair of trawlers, must display the
IRCS of the associated vessel, followed
by a numerical suffix. (For example,
JCZM–1, JCZM–2, etc., would be dis-
played on small trawlers not assigned
an IRCS operating with a mothership

whose IRCS is JCZM; JANP–1 would be
displayed by a pair trawler not as-
signed an IRCS operating with a trawl-
er whose IRCS is JANP.)

(3) The vessel identification must be
in a color in contrast to the back-
ground and must be permanently af-
fixed to the FFV in block Roman al-
phabet letters and Arabic numerals at
least 1 m in height for FFV’s over 20 m
in length, and at least 0.5 m in height
for all other FFV’s.

(b) Navigational lights and shapes.
Each FFV must display the lights and
shapes prescribed by the International
Regulations for Preventing Collisions
at Sea, 1972 (TIAS 8587, and 1981 amend-
ment TIAS 10672), for the activity in
which the FFV is engaged (as described
at 33 CFR part 81).
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50 CFR Ch. VI (10–1–00 Edition)§ 600.504

(c) Gear identification. (1) The oper-
ator of each FFV must ensure that all
deployed fishing gear that is not phys-
ically and continuously attached to an
FFV:

(i) Is clearly marked at the surface
with a buoy displaying the vessel iden-
tification of the FFV (see paragraph (a)
of this section) to which the gear be-
longs.

(ii) Has attached a light visible for 2
nautical miles (3.70 km) at night in
good visibility.

(iii) Has a radio buoy.
Trawl codends passed from one vessel

to another are considered continuously
attached gear and are not required to
be marked.

(2) The operator of each FFV must
ensure that deployed longlines, strings
of traps or pots, and gillnets are
marked at the surface at each terminal
end with: (see paragraphs (c)(1)(i)
through (c)(1)(iii) of this section).

(3) Additional requirements may be
specified for the fishery in which the
vessel is engaged.

(4) Unmarked or incorrectly identi-
fied fishing gear may be considered
abandoned and may be disposed of in
accordance with applicable Federal
regulations by any authorized officer.

(d) Maintenance. The operator of each
FFV must—

(1) Keep the vessel and gear identi-
fication clearly legible and in good re-
pair.

(2) Ensure that nothing on the FFV
obstructs the view of the markings
from an enforcement vessel or aircraft.

(3) Ensure that the proper naviga-
tional lights and shapes are displayed
for the FFV’s activity and are properly
functioning.

§ 600.504 Facilitation of enforcement.

(a) General. (1) The owner, operator,
or any person aboard any FFV subject
to this subpart must immediately com-
ply with instructions and signals
issued by an authorized officer to stop
the FFV; to move the FFV to a speci-
fied location; and to facilitate safe
boarding and inspection of the vessel,
its gear, equipment, records, and fish
and fish products on board for purposes
of enforcing the Magnuson-Stevens Act
and this subpart.

(2) The operator of each FFV must
provide vessel position or other infor-
mation when requested by an author-
ized officer within the time specified in
the request.

(b) Communications equipment. (1)
Each FFV must be equipped with a
VHF–FM radiotelephone station lo-
cated so that it may be operated from
the wheelhouse. Each operator must
maintain a continuous listening watch
on channel 16 (156.8 mHz).

(2) Each FFV must be equipped with
a radiotelephone station capable of
communicating via 2182 kHz (SSB)
radiotelephony and at least one set of
working frequencies identified in table
3 to § 600.502 appropriate to the fishery
in which the FFV is operating. Each
operator must monitor and be ready to
communicate via 2182 kHz (SSB) radio-
telephone each day from 0800 GMT to
0830 GMT and 2000 to 2030 GMT, and in
preparation for boarding.

(3) FFV’s that are not equipped with
processing facilities and that deliver
all catches to a foreign processing ves-
sel are exempt from the requirements
of paragraph (b)(2) of this section.

(4) FFV’s with no IRCS that do not
catch fish and are used as auxiliary
vessels to handle codends, nets, equip-
ment, or passengers for a processing
vessel are exempt from the require-
ments of paragraphs (b)(1) and (b)(2) of
this section.

(5) The appropriate Regional Admin-
istrator, with the agreement of the ap-
propriate USCG commander, may,
upon request by a foreign nation, ac-
cept alternatives to the radio require-
ments of this section to certain FFV’s
or types of FFV’s operating in a fish-
ery, provided they are adequate for the
communications needs of the fishery.

(c) Communications procedures. (1)
Upon being approached by a USCG ves-
sel or aircraft, or other vessel or air-
craft with an authorized officer aboard,
the operator of any FFV subject to this
subpart must be alert for communica-
tions conveying enforcement instruc-
tions. The enforcement unit may com-
municate by channel 16 VHF–FM radio-
telephone, 2182 kHz (SSB) radio-
telephone, message block from an air-
craft, flashing light or flag signals
from the International Code of Signals,
hand signal, placard, loudhailer, or
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US Code as of: 01/23/00

Sec. 1824. Permits for foreign fishing
(a) In general
After February 28, 1977, no foreign fishing vessel shall engage in fishing within the exclusive
economic zone, or for anadromous species or Continental Shelf fishery resources beyond such
zone, unless such vessel has on board a valid permit issued under this section for such vessel.

●   

(b) Applications and permits under governing international fishery
agreements

(1) Eligibility; duration
Each foreign nation with which the United States has entered
into a governing international fishery agreement shall submit an
application to the Secretary of State each year for a permit for
each of its fishing vessels that wishes to engage in fishing
described in subsection (a) of this section. No permit issued
under this section may be valid for longer than a year; and
section 558(c) of title 5 does not apply to the renewal of any
such permit.

❍   

(2) Forms
The Secretary, in consultation with the Secretary of State and
the Secretary of the department in which the Coast Guard is
operating, shall prescribe the forms for permit applications
submitted under this subsection and for permits issued pursuant
to any such application.

❍   

(3) Contents
Any application made under this subsection shall specify -

(A) the name and official number or other identification of
each fishing vessel for which a permit is sought, together with
the name and address of the owner thereof;

■   

(B) the tonnage, hold capacity, speed, processing equipment,
type and quantity of fishing gear, and such other pertinent
information with respect to characteristics of each such vessel
as the Secretary may require;

■   

(C) each fishery in which each such vessel wishes to fish;■   

(D) the estimated amount of tonnage of fish which will be
caught, taken, or harvested in each such fishery by each such
vessel during the time the permit is in force;

■   

(E) the amount or tonnage of United States harvested fish, if
any, which each such vessel proposes to receive at sea from
vessels of the United States;

■   

(F) the ocean area in which, and the season or period during
which, such fishing will be conducted; and
(G) all applicable vessel safety standards imposed by the
foreign country, and shall include written certification that

■   

❍   

●   

US Code : Title 16, Section 1824
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the vessel is in compliance with those standards;
and shall include any other pertinent information and material
which the Secretary may require.

(4) Transmittal for action
Upon receipt of any application which complies with the
requirements of paragraph (3), the Secretary of State shall
publish a notice of receipt of the application in the Federal
Register. Any such notice shall summarize the contents of the
applications from each nation included therein with respect to
the matters described in paragraph (3). The Secretary of State
shall promptly transmit -

(A) such application, together with his comments and
recommendations thereon, to the Secretary;

■   

(B) a copy of the application to the Secretary of the
department in which the Coast Guard is operating; and
(C) a copy or a summary of the application to the appropriate
Council.

■   

❍   

(5) Action by Council
After receiving a copy or summary of an application under
paragraph (4)(C), the Council may prepare and submit to the
Secretary such written comments on the application as it deems
appropriate. Such comments shall be submitted within 45 days
after the date on which the application is received by the
Council and may include recommendations with respect to approval
of the application and, if approval is recommended, with respect
to appropriate conditions and restrictions thereon. Any
interested person may submit comments to such Council with
respect to any such application. The Council shall consider any
such comments in formulating its submission to the Secretary.

❍   

(6) Approval

(A) After receipt of any application transmitted under
paragraph (4)(A), the Secretary shall consult with the Secretary
of State and, with respect to enforcement, with the Secretary of
the department in which the Coast Guard is operating. The
Secretary, after taking into consideration the views and
recommendations of such Secretaries, and any comments submitted
by any Council under paragraph (5), may approve, subject to
subparagraph (B), the application, if he determines that the
fishing described in the application will meet the requirements
of this chapter, or he may disapprove all or any portion of the
application.

■   

(B)

(i) In the case of any application which specifies that one
or more foreign fishing vessels propose to receive at sea United

■   

■   

❍   
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States harvested fish from vessels of the United States, the
Secretary may approve the application unless the Secretary
determines, on the basis of the views, recommendations, and
comments referred to in subparagraph (A) and other pertinent
information, that United States fish processors have adequate
capacity, and will utilize such capacity, to process all United
States harvested fish from the fishery concerned.

(ii) The amount or tonnage of United States harvested fish
which may be received at sea during any year by foreign fishing
vessels under permits approved under this paragraph may not
exceed that portion of the optimum yield of the fishery concerned
which will not be utilized by United States fish processors.

■   

(iii) In deciding whether to approve any application under this
subparagraph, the Secretary may take into account, with respect
to the foreign nation concerned, such other matters as the
Secretary deems appropriate.

■   

(7) Establishment of conditions and restrictions
The Secretary shall establish conditions and restrictions which
shall be included in each permit issued pursuant to any
application approved under paragraph (6) or subsection (d) of
this section and which must be complied with by the owner or
operator of the fishing vessel for which the permit is issued.
Such conditions and restrictions shall include the following:

(A) All of the requirements of any applicable fishery
management plan, or preliminary fishery management plan, and
any applicable Federal or State fishing regulations.

■   

(B) The requirement that no permit may be used by any vessel
other than the fishing vessel for which it is issued.

■   

(C) The requirements described in section 1821(c)(1), (2),
and (3) of this title.

■   

(D) If the permit is issued other than pursuant to an
application approved under paragraph (6)(B) or subsection (d)
of this section, the restriction that the foreign fishing
vessel may not receive at sea United States harvested fish from
vessels of the United States.

■   

(E) If the permit is issued pursuant to an application
approved under paragraph (6)(B), the maximum amount or tonnage
of United States harvested fish which may be received at sea
from vessels of the United States.

■   

(F) Any other condition and restriction related to fishery
conservation and management which the Secretary prescribes as
necessary and appropriate.

■   

❍   

(8) Notice of approval❍   

US Code : Title 16, Section 1824
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The Secretary shall promptly transmit a copy of each
application approved under paragraph (6) and the conditions and
restrictions established under paragraph (7) to -

(A) the Secretary of State for transmittal to the foreign
nation involved;

■   

(B) the Secretary of the department in which the Coast Guard
is operating; and
(C) any Council which has authority over any fishery
specified in such application.

■   

(9) Disapproval of applications
If the Secretary does not approve any application submitted by
a foreign nation under this subsection, he shall promptly inform
the Secretary of State of the disapproval and his reasons
therefore. The Secretary of State shall notify such foreign
nation of the disapproval and the reasons therefor. Such foreign
nation, after taking into consideration the reasons for
disapproval, may submit a revised application under this
subsection.

❍   

(10) Fees

(A) Fees shall be paid to the Secretary by the owner or
operator of any foreign fishing vessel for which a permit has
been issued pursuant to this section. The Secretary, in
consultation with the Secretary of State, shall establish a
schedule of reasonable fees that shall apply nondiscriminatorily
to each foreign nation.

■   

(B) Amounts collected by the Secretary under this paragraph
shall be deposited in the general fund of the Treasury.

■   

❍   

(11) Issuance of permits
If a foreign nation notifies the Secretary of State of its
acceptance of the conditions and restrictions established by the
Secretary under paragraph (7), the Secretary of State shall
promptly transmit such notification to the Secretary. Upon
payment of the applicable fees established pursuant to paragraph
(10), the Secretary shall thereupon issue to such foreign nation,
through the Secretary of State, permits for the appropriate
fishing vessels of that nation. Each permit shall contain a
statement of all conditions and restrictions established under
paragraph (7) which apply to the fishing vessel for which the
permit is issued.

❍   

(c) Registration permits
The Secretary of State, in cooperation with the Secretary, shall issue annually a registration permit
for each fishing vessel of a foreign nation which is a party to an international fishery agreement
under which foreign fishing is authorized by section 1821(b) of this title and which wishes to

●   
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engage in fishing described in subsection (a) of this section. Each such permit shall set forth the
terms and conditions contained in the agreement that apply with respect to such fishing, and shall
include the additional requirement that the owner or operator of the fishing vessel for which the
permit is issued shall prominently display such permit in the wheelhouse of such vessel and show
it, upon request, to any officer authorized to enforce the provisions of this chapter (as provided for
in section 1861 of this title). The Secretary of State, after consultation with the Secretary and the
Secretary of the department in which the Coast Guard is operating, shall prescribe the form and
manner in which applications for registration permits may be made, and the forms of such permits.
The Secretary of State may establish, require the payment of, and collect fees for registration
permits; except that the level of such fees shall not exceed the administrative costs incurred by him
in issuing such permits.

(d) Transshipment permits

(1) Authority to issue permits
The Secretary may issue a transshipment permit under this
subsection which authorizes a vessel other than a vessel of the
United States to engage in fishing consisting solely of
transporting fish or fish products at sea from a point within the
exclusive economic zone or, with the concurrence of a State,
within the boundaries of that State, to a point outside the
United States to any person who -

(A) submits an application which is approved by the Secretary
under paragraph (3); and
(B) pays a fee imposed under paragraph (7).

■   

❍   

(2) Transmittal
Upon receipt of an application for a permit under this
subsection, the Secretary shall promptly transmit copies of the
application to the Secretary of State, Secretary of the
department in which the Coast Guard is operating, any appropriate
Council, and any affected State.

❍   

(3) Approval of application
The Secretary may approve, in consultation with the appropriate
Council or Marine Fisheries Commission, an application for a
permit under this section if the Secretary determines that -

(A) the transportation of fish or fish products to be
conducted under the permit, as described in the application,
will be in the interest of the United States and will meet the
applicable requirements of this chapter;

■   

(B) the applicant will comply with the requirements described
in section 1821(c)(2) of this title with respect to activities
authorized by any permit issued pursuant to the application;

■   

(C) the applicant has established any bonds or financial
assurances that may be required by the Secretary; and
(D) no owner or operator of a vessel of the United States

■   

❍   

●   
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which has adequate capacity to perform the transportation for
which the application is submitted has indicated to the
Secretary an interest in performing the transportation at fair
and reasonable rates.

(4) Whole or partial approval
The Secretary may approve all or any portion of an application
under paragraph (3).

❍   

(5) Failure to approve application
If the Secretary does not approve any portion of an application
submitted under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall promptly
inform the applicant and specify the reasons therefor.

❍   

(6) Conditions and restrictions
The Secretary shall establish and include in each permit under
this subsection conditions and restrictions, including those
conditions and restrictions set forth in subsection (b)(7) of
this section, which shall be complied with by the owner and
operator of the vessel for which the permit is issued.

❍   

(7) Fees
The Secretary shall collect a fee for each permit issued under
this subsection, in an amount adequate to recover the costs
incurred by the United States in issuing the permit, except that
the Secretary shall waive the fee for the permit if the foreign
nation under which the vessel is registered does not collect a
fee from a vessel of the United States engaged in similar
activities in the waters of such foreign nation.

❍   

(e) Pacific Insular Areas

(1) Negotiation of Pacific Insular Area fishery agreements
The Secretary of State, with the concurrence of the Secretary
and in consultation with any appropriate Council, may negotiate
and enter into a Pacific Insular Area fishery agreement to
authorize foreign fishing within the exclusive economic zone
adjacent to a Pacific Insular Area -

(A) in the case of American Samoa, Guam, or the Northern
Mariana Islands, at the request and with the concurrence of,
and in consultation with, the Governor of the Pacific Insular
Area to which such agreement applies; and
(B) in the case of a Pacific Insular Area other than American
Samoa, Guam, or the Northern Mariana Islands, at the request of
the Western Pacific Council.

■   

❍   

(2) Agreement terms and conditions
A Pacific Insular Area fishery agreement -

(A) shall not be considered to supersede any governing
international fishery agreement currently in effect under this

■   

❍   

●   
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ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13 (44 U.S.C. 
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 15, 2005.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Robert Sadler, NMFS, 9721 
Executive Center Drive N., St. 
Petersburg, FL 33702 (phone 727–570–
5760).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract

The regulations at 50 CFR 622.6(b) 
and 640.6 require that each fish or spiny 
lobster trap or pot be marked with a tag 
or the vessel permit number, depending 
on the fishery, and have a buoy attached 
that meets specified identification 
requirements. The marking of gear aids 
law enforcement, helps to ensure that 
vessels only harvest fish from their own 
gear, and makes it easier for fishermen 
to report the use of gear in unauthorized 
locations.

The regulations at 50 CFR 622.41 
require that aquaculture site materials 
be distinguishable from the natural 
occurring substrate, depending on the 
area either through marking or other 
method. The marking of aquacultured 
site materials aids determination of the 
origin of those materials and, thereby, 
helps ensure compliance with the 
regulations.

II. Method of Collection

Public disclosure via marking the 
fishing gear. No information is 
collected.

III. Data

OMB Number: 0648–0359.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: Business or other for-

profit organizations, and individuals or 
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
1,000.

Estimated Time Per Response: 20 
minutes for marking of a Spanish 
mackerel gillnet float; 7 minutes to tag 
a trap; and 10 seconds to mark or tag an 
aquacultured live rock.

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 2,192.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $15,200.

IV. Request for Comments
Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 

the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology.

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record.

Dated: January 7, 2005.
Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 05–843 Filed 1–13–05; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 011005E]

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Foreign Fishing 
Vessel Identification Requirements

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 15, 2005.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at DHynek@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Bob Dickinson, F/SF4, Room 
13304, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver 
Spring, MD 20910–3282 (phone 301–
713–2276, ext. 154).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract
The regulations at 50 CFR part 

600.503 require that foreign fishing 
vessels display the vessel’s international 
radio call sign on the port and starboard 
sides of the deckhouse or hull, and on 
a weatherdeck. The numbers must be of 
a specific size. The display of the 
identifying number aids in fishery law 
enforcement and allows other fishermen 
to report suspicious activity.

II. Method of Collection
No information is collected.

III. Data
OMB Number: 0648–0356.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: Business or other for-

profit organizations.
Estimated Number of Respondents: 5.
Estimated Time Per Response: 45 

minutes (15 minutes for each of three 
markings).

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 3.75.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology.

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
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they also will become a matter of public 
record.

Dated: January 7, 2005.
Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 05–844 Filed 1–13–05; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 011005D]

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Economic Data 
Collection for the Atlantic Wreckfish 
Fishery

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13 (44 U.S.C. 
3506(c)(2)(A)).
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 15, 2005.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Jim Waters, Department of 
Commerce, NOAA, National Marine 
Fisheries Service, 101 Pivers Island 
Road, Beaufort, NC 28516–9722, (252–
728–8710).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract
The National Marine Fisheries Service 

(NMFS) proposes to collect economic, 
sociocultural and demographic data 
through a one-time census about 
commercial fishing for wreckfish 
(Polyprion Americanus) along the U.S. 
south Atlantic coast. The wreckfish 
fishery has been managed with 
Individual Transferable Quotas (ITQs) 
since 1992. Few shareholders currently 
fish for wreckfish, yet they have not 

sold or leased their shares. This project 
will address why shareholders chose 
not to participate in the wreckfish 
fishery, where and for what species they 
did fish, and why they did not sell or 
lease their unused quota to generate 
revenue even though they did not fish 
for wreckfish. Equally important is to 
determine if the process of developing 
an ITQ system contributed to the rapid 
increase in fishing effort in the early 
1990s. The results of this inquiry could 
offer important lessons for economists, 
fishery managers and others researching 
the appropriateness of applying ITQ 
systems in other fisheries in the 
southeast.

II. Method of Collection

Data will be collected through 
personal interviews with approximately 
50 past and current shareholders in the 
ITQ management system for the 
wreckfish fishery. Interviews will 
include coded and open-ended 
questions to inquire about experiences 
with the fishery and the ITQ 
management program. All interviews 
will be tape-recorded and transcribed. 
Participation in the study will be 
voluntary.

III. Data

OMB Number: None.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: Business and other 

for-profit organizations.
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

50.
Estimated Time Per Response: 2 

hours.
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 100 hours.
Estimated Total Annual Cost to 

Public: $0.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology.

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 

they also will become a matter of public 
record.

Dated: January 7, 2005.
Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 05–845 Filed 1–13–05; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 011005B]

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Survey of Intent 
and Capacity to Harvest and Process 
Fish and Shellfish (Northwest Region)

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13 (44 U.S.C. 
3506(c)(2)(A)).
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 15, 2005.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at DHynek@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument(s) and instructions should 
be directed to Becky L. Renko, NMFS, 
7600 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle, WA 
98115, 206–526–6110.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract
Telephone interviews continue to be 

necessary to determine the intent and 
capacity of the various sectors of the 
domestic fleet to harvest and process 
Pacific whiting. Each year the Pacific 
whiting optimum yield is divided 
between the treaty Indian tribes on the 
coast of Washington State and the three 
sectors of the non-tribal commercial 
fisheries (motherships, catcher/
processors, and shore-base processor). If 
it is determined that a sector will be 
unable to use all of their allocation 
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