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 1.  Agency/Subagency originating request

     

 2.  OMB control number                          b. [   ]  None

        a.                    -                                        

 3.  Type of information collection (check one)

   a. [   ]  New Collection 

   b. [   ]  Revision of a currently approved collection

   c. [   ]  Extension of a currently approved collection

   d. [   ]  Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
            collection for which approval has expired

   e. [   ]  Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
            collection for which approval has expired

   f.  [   ]  Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

   For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

 4.  Type of review requested (check one)
   a. [   ] Regular submission
   b. [   ] Emergency - Approval requested by               /             /              
   c. [   ] Delegated

 5.  Small entities
     Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on    
     a substantial number of small entities?    [   ] Yes         [   ] No

 6.  Requested expiration date
   a. [   ] Three years from approval date  b. [   ] Other   Specify:     /    

 7. Title                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                    
                                                                      

 8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)    

 9. Keywords                                               
                         

10. Abstract                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                    
                                                          

                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                    
                            

11.  Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")
a.        Individuals or households    d.         Farms
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 12. Obligation to respond (check one)
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     b. [    ] Required to obtain or retain benefits
     c. [    ] Mandatory

13.  Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden
     a. Number of respondents                       

     b. Total annual responses                     
        1. Percentage of these responses
           collected electronically                        %
     c. Total annual hours requested                                 
     d. Current OMB inventory                     
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        1. Program change                            
        2. Adjustment                                            

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of                 
      dollars)
    a. Total annualized capital/startup costs                         

    b. Total annual costs (O&M)                                          

    c. Total annualized cost requested                           

    d. Current OMB inventory                                                     

    e. Difference                                                                
    f.  Explanation of difference

       1. Program change                                                          

       2. Adjustment                                                           

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all            
others that apply with "X")
 a.       Application for benefits       e.      Program planning or management
 b.       Program evaluation             f.      Research   
 c.       General purpose statistics   g.      Regulatory or compliance 
 d.       Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)
a.  [   ] Recordkeeping                 b. [   ] Third party disclosure
c.  [  ] Reporting
         1. [   ] On occasion  2. [   ] Weekly                3. [   ] Monthly  
         4. [   ] Quarterly      5. [   ] Semi-annually       6. [   ] Annually 
         7. [   ] Biennially      8. [   ] Other (describe)                                              

17. Statistical methods
     Does this information collection employ statistical methods                            
                                        [   ]  Yes       [   ] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding 
      the content of this submission)

    Name:                                             
    Phone:                                          
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       19.  Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

       On behalf of this Federal Agency, I certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with 
       5 CFR 1320.9     

       NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
             instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
             the instructions.

       The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:
        
           (a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;

           (b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;

           (c) It reduces burden on small entities;

           (d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;

           (e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;

           (f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;

           (g) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):

                      (i)   Why the information is being collected;

                      (ii)  Use of information;

                      (iii) Burden estimate;

                      (iv)  Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);

                      (v)   Nature and extent of confidentiality; and

                      (vi)  Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

           (h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
               ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

           (i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and

           (j) It makes appropriate use of information technology.

       If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
       Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

            

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date
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SUPPORTING STATEMENT
HIGH SEAS FISHING PERMIT APPLICATION INFORMATION  

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0304  
 
 
A.       JUSTIFICATION  
 
1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.  
 
This information collection is necessary to comply with the High Seas Fishing Compliance Act 
(HSFCA), 16 U.S.C. 5501 et seq., which, among other things, requires U.S. vessels that operate 
on the high seas to possess a permit issued in accordance with Section 104 of the HSFCA.  
Information obtained under this collection is necessary to carry out the permitting provisions of 
Section 104 of the HSFCA. Implementing regulations are found at 50 CFR Part 300, Subpart B. 
The information collected is either (1) specifically required under the HSFCA, and/or (2) deemed 
necessary for purposes of general administration and/or enforcement.  
 
2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be 
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support 
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection 
complies with applicable NOAA Information Quality Guidelines.  
 
Applicants request an HSFCA permit by submitting a completed application form.  A copy of 
the applicant vessel’s current United States Coast Guard (USCG) certificate of documentation 
or state registration number is required for purposes of identification and to establish that the 
applicant vessel is currently documented as a United States (U.S.) vessel.  The 
certificate/registration also provides the applicant vessel's official number, port of record, 
when and where the vessel was built and the vessel's length, all of which are required by the 
HSFCA. 
 
The majority of the additional information items in Sections 1, 3 and 4 is either required by the 
HSFCA or deemed necessary for purposes of identification of the vessel, owner, and operator.  
The date of birth of the owner is requested to link to other fishery permit databases.  A number of 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) permitting systems use date of birth as a key field.  
The crew size is required to provide enforcement personnel with advance information as to crew 
size to be accounted for during a boarding or other inspection.  
 
The Tax Identification Number (TIN) is required for compliance with 31 U.S.C. 7701, which 
states at (c) (1) “The head of each Federal agency shall require each person doing business with 
that agency to furnish that agency such person’s taxpayer identifying number.”  The Act further 
states, at 31 U.S.C. 7701 (c) (2)(B),  “For purposes of this subsection, a person shall be 
considered doing business with a Federal agency if the person is an applicant for, or recipient of, 
a federal . . . permit . . . administered by the agency.”  The HSFCA application form includes a 
statement advising the applicant that any TIN provided will not be released to the public. 
 
The information in Section 2 is required to determine the nature and scope of activities to be 
carried out by U.S. vessels under the HSFCA so that NMFS can insure applicants are reporting  
 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode16/usc_sec_16_00005501----000-.html
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=78716e9955a574a54832482d09ef396e&rgn=div6&view=text&node=50:7.0.2.11.1.2&idno=50
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their catches in accordance with the reporting requirements of the various authorized high seas 
fishing activities. 
 
The first information item in Section 5 is required to assist in ascertaining whether the applicant 
vessel has flown a foreign flag within the last three years. The supplemental information, to be 
submitted if the vessel has flown a foreign flag, will be used to identify and verify from Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) data whether the applicant vessel, when under foreign flag, 
violated any natural resource statutes or had a permit or license suspended or revoked.    
 
The second information item in Section 5 is required to assist in verifying whether the 
applicant vessel has violated natural resource statutes in the last three years. Any such 
violations occurring while the vessel flew a U.S. flag should be revealed during a check of the 
Enforcement Management Information System (EMIS - the standard reference database used 
in fisheries enforcement), however this item provides a means to verify the information 
contained in EMIS, and is an opportunity for applicants to provide any additional details 
deemed relevant. This item is also designed to be an opportunity for the applicant to correct 
any misinformation that may be contained in EMIS. Similarly, if violations occurred while 
under foreign flag, this item is an opportunity to report relevant violations and any additional 
details deemed appropriate, in order to verify that any violation data held by FAO are accurate 
and valid. 
  
It is anticipated that information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to 
support publicly disseminated information.  As explained in the preceding paragraphs, the 
information gathered has utility.  NMFS will retain control over the information and 
safeguard it from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent with National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) standards for confidentiality, privacy and 
electronic information.  See response # 10 of this Supporting Statement for more information 
on confidentiality and privacy.  The information collection is designed to yield data that meet 
applicable information quality guidelines.  Prior to dissemination, the information will be 
subjected to quality control measures and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 
of Public Law 106-554. 
 
3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology.  
 
The collection does not involve the use of automated or electronic forms of technology. At this 
time application documents must be original and bear an original signature.  The forms are 
available at http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/ia/services/docs/hsfca_renewal1.pdf. There is currently 
no capability for electronic signature, but it is anticipated that there may be such a capability 
when the National Permits System, a centralized application portal and database, is fully 
implemented. 
 
4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication.  
 
There are no other collections that can substitute for the information required to complete 
HSFCA applications. The completed applications define unique applications based on an 
applicant's particular fishing strategies.  

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/ia/services/docs/hsfca_renewal1.pdf
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5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe 
the methods used to minimize burden.  
 
This collection will not have a significant impact on small businesses, organizations or 
governmental entities. 
 
6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
Failure to collect the information would make it impossible for NMFS to carry out its 
responsibilities under Section 104 of the HSFCA. The frequency for renewals is 5 years, a 
period set by the HSFCA.  
 
7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
The collection is consistent with the guidelines.  
 
8.  Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments 
on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments 
received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response 
to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain 
their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions 
and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be 
recorded, disclosed, or reported.  
 
A Federal Register Notice, published January 9, 2008 (73 FR 1599) solicited public 
comment on this renewal.  No comments were received.  
 
9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees.  
 
No payments or gifts are involved.  
 
10.  Describe any assurance or confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.  
 
No confidentiality is promised except regarding Tax ID Numbers.  
 
A Privacy Act System of Records Notice for COMMERCE/NOAA-19, Permits and 
Registrations for United States Federally Regulated Fisheries was published in the Federal 
Register on April 17, 2008 (73 FR 20914). There were no comments received. This Notice 

ecame effective on June 11, 2008 (73 FR 33065). b
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11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered 
private. 
 
No sensitive questions are asked.  
  
12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.  
 
The estimated annual burden for this collection is 100 hours.  The estimate is calculated as 
follows (permits are valid for 5 years):  

1000 vessels/5 years = 200 per annum. 
200 per annum x 30 minutes per application = 100 hrs. 

 
13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in #12 
above).  
 
The cost to the public is $13,484.00.  This is based on a $67.00 fee for 200 annual applicants, 
and $84.00 for mailing applications (200 applications x $0.42).  
 
14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.  
 
Estimated federal costs for processing applications and issuing permits are calculated as follows:  
a. Average of one hour and 45 minutes per application @ rate of GS 7/5 (w/23.5 percent 
overhead) for review, verification, data input, permit preparation, copying, filing, etc. = $46.00 
per application. 
  
b. Average of 15 minutes per application @ rate of GS 12/5 (w/23.5 percent overhead) for 
management review, approval, etc. = $12.00 per application.  
 
These estimates result in an annual estimated cost of $11,600.00 (200 x $58.00).  
 
15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or 
14 of the OMB 83-I.  
 
The previous cost was $10,074.00.  The increase in postage from $0.37 to $0.42 and the 
increase in the fee from $50.00 to $67.00 resulted in an overall adjusted increase of $3,410.00. 
 
16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication.  
 
The results are not published.  
 
17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.  
 
N/A. 
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18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the OMB 
83-I.  
 
There are no exceptions.  
 
 
B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS  
 
This collection does not employ statistical methods.  
 



 

 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE                                                                                  OMB Control No. 0648-0304 
NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION                                        Expiration Date: 06/30/2008 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
 
 
 

HIGH SEAS FISHING PERMIT APPLICATION 

SECTION 1. VESSEL INFORMATION (please print legibly or type) 
USCG DOC. OR STATE REG. NO 
 
 

VESSEL NAME RADIO CALL SIGN 

CREW SIZE (INCLUDING OFFICERS) SHAFT HORSEPOWER      REFRIGERATION TYPE: (Check only one or write in) 
 
[  ] ICE      [  ] BRINE    [  ] BLAST   [  ] PLATE   [  ] TUNNEL   [  ] RSW 
 
OTHER (write in):____________________________ 
 

FISHING VESSEL TYPE (Check the box for the vessel type that best describes your vessel.  Check only one) 
PURSE SEINERS 
[  ] 0228 – Tuna Purse Seiner 

[  ] 0229 – Purse Seiner Other 
 
GILL NETTERS 
[  ] 0410 – Drift Netters 

[  ] 0490 – Gill Netter Other 
 
 
 
 
 

LONGLINERS 
[  ] 0623 – Freezer Longliner 

[  ] 0624 – Factory Longliner 

[  ] 0626 – Tuna Longliner 

[  ] 0627 – Longliner Other 

OTHER LINERS 
[  ] 0705 – Jigging Line Vessels (for      

squid only) 

[  ] 0710 – Handliner 

[  ] 0720 – Pole and Line Vessel 

[  ] 0730 – Troller 

SECTION 2.  AUTHORIZED HIGH SEAS FISHING ACTIVITIES (Check all that apply) 
Using as a reference the attached list of Authorized High Seas Fishing Activities, check those under which you intend to 
fish on the high seas.  You must select at least one; however, check only those under which you will actually fish.  You are 
responsible for meeting the reporting requirements for all you select. 
  
 
  [   ] 50 CFR 635 – Atlantic Highly Migratory Species 
 
  [   ] 50 CFR 660, Subpart K – Pacific Highly Migratory Species Fisheries 
    
  [   ] 50 CFR 665, Subpart C – Western Pacific Pelagic Fisheries  
 
  [   ] South Pacific Albacore Troll Fishing 
 
  [   ] 50 CFR 300, Subpart C – Pacific Tuna Fisheries
 
         50 CFR 300, Subpart D – South Pacific Tuna Fisheries 
 
        50 CFR 300, Subpart G – Antarctic Marine Living Resources 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SECTION 3. VESSEL OWNERSHIP INFORMATION 

Date Incorporation Filed Managing Owner as shown on USCG Form 1270 or 
State Registration   
Company Name (If vessel is incorporated) 
 

Month Day Year 
Tax Identification 
Number 

Date of Birth Owner Name 
Last 
 

First Middle Suffix
Month Day Year 

Mailing Address 
 
 

  City State Zip code  

Phone #   Fax # 

SECTION 4. VESSEL OPERATOR INFORMATION 
Date of Birth Operators Name 

Last 
 

 
First 

 
Middle 

 
Suffix Month Day Year 

Mailing Address 
 
 

  City State Zip code  

Phone #   Fax # 

SECTION 5. VESSEL STATUS 
Has the vessel identified above flown the flag of another nation within the last three years?  YES________. 
NO__________. 
  If yes, provide the following information for each period during which the vessel operated under other than the U.S flag:   
  Period: Beginning mm-dd-yyyy; End mm-dd-yyyy, Vessel Name, Flag, International Radio Call Sign, Homeport,  
  Owner Name, Address, Phone, Fax; Operator Name, Address, Phone, Fax  (If necessary provide additional information 
on a separate       
  sheet of paper) 
 
Has the vessel identified above, under its current name/flag, or any previous names/flags, had any permit or license 
suspended or            revoked within the past three years? 

YES_________________  NO_______________  If yes, list and attach on a separate sheet of paper the circumstances 
surrounding each such instance and include an explanation of the current status of the suspension or revocation.     
SECTION 6.  SIGNATURE (All applications must be signed and dated) 

By signing this application, the undersigned owner or operator of the vessel identified above, declares under penalty of 
law that all information in this application is true, accurate and complete.  A non-refundable application fee of $67.00 in the
 form of a check or money order made payable to  “U.S. Department of Commerce – NOAA” must accompany 
each application. 
 
 
 
 
 Signature 

 
 
Name (Print legibly or type) 

 
 
  Date: 

 
Submission of application information is mandatory in order to be considered for a permit and is used in determining if a 
permit should be issued.  The         public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 30 
minutes per response, including time for reviewing instructions,  searching existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining data needed, and completing and reviewing the information.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate 
or suggestions for reducing this burden to : NMFS, Office of International Affairs, 1315 East West Highway, Silver Spring, 
MD 20910.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be 
subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. 
 
Your Social Security Number (SSN) is confidential and is protected under the Privacy Act.  Disclosure of your SSN is 
mandatory.  The primary purpose for requiring the SSN and TIN is to verify the identity of individuals/entities doing 
business with the government as required by the Debt Collection Improvement Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-134). 
 
 



INSTRUCTIONS FOR HIGH SEAS FISHING PERMIT APPLICATION 
 
SECTION 1. VESSEL INFORMATION 
 
Enter the U.S. Coast Guard Official Documentation Number assigned to the vessel. Also, attach to the application 
form a photocopy of the vessel’s current documentation (Form CG-1270). Include copy of current decal 
endorsement, if necessary, as proof of existence of current documentation. If the vessel is not USCG documented, 
enter the vessel’s current state or tribal registration number and attach a copy of the vessel’s current state or tribal 
registration. Insure that all photocopies are completely legible. 
 
Enter the current name of the vessel. 
 
Enter the radio call sign currently assigned to the vessel. 
 
Enter the number of crew members and officers the vessel normally carries. Enter 
shaft horsepower. 
 
Indicate refrigeration type. 
 
Indicate fishing vessel type that best describes your vessel. Check only one box.  
 
SECTION 2. AUTHORIZED HIGH SEAS FISHING ACTIVITIES 
 
Using as a reference the attached list of Authorized High Seas Fishing Activities, indicate those under which you 
will fish on the high seas. Indicate only those under which you will actually fish. You are responsible for 
meeting the reporting requirements for all you select. 
 
SECTION 3. VESSEL OWNERSHIP INFORMATION 
 
If the vessel is owned by a corporation, enter the company name, date of incorporation, tax identification number, 
business address and voice and fax phone numbers. Attach a copy of the certificate of incorporation. 
 
If the vessel is owned by an individual or partnership, enter the names of all owners, date of birth for each owner, 
and address and telephone information for each owner (if more than one owner, attach required information for 
each additional owner on separate paper). If a partnership, attach a copy of the partnership agreement. 
 
SECTION 4. VESSEL OPERATOR INFORMATION 
 
Enter the name, date of birth and address and telephone information for the vessel operator.  
 
SECTION 5. VESSEL STATUS 
Indicate whether the vessel has flown the flag of a nation other than the United States within the last three years. If 
yes, provide the additional information requested. 
 
Indicate whether the vessel, under its current or any previous names/flags, had any permit or license suspended or 
revoked within the past three years. If yes, provide the additional information requested. 
 
SECTION 6. SIGNATURE 
 
Sign and print your name and enter the date the application was signed. Be sure to include your application fee of 
$67.00 in the form of a check or money order made payable to the “U.S. Department of Commerce – NOAA.” 
 



TITLE 31 > SUBTITLE V > CHAPTER 77 > § 7701 

TITLE 31—MONEY AND FINANCE 

SUBTITLE V—GENERAL ASSISTANCE ADMINISTRATION 

CHAPTER 77—ACCESS TO INFORMATION FOR DEBT COLLECTION 

§ 7701. Taxpayer identifying number  

(a) In this section— 

(1) “included Federal loan program” has the same meaning given that term in section 
6103(l)(3)(C) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (26 U.S.C. 6103 (l)(3)(C)). 

(2) “taxpayer identifying number” means the identifying number required under 
section 6109 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (26 U.S.C. 6109). 

(b) The head of an agency administering an included Federal loan program shall require a 
person applying for a loan under the program to provide that person’s taxpayer identifying 
number. 

(c) 

(1) The head of each Federal agency shall require each person doing business with 
that agency to furnish to that agency such person’s taxpayer identifying number. 

(2) For purposes of this subsection, a person shall be considered to be doing business 
with a Federal agency if the person is— 

(A) a lender or servicer in a Federal guaranteed or insured loan program 
administered by the agency; 

(B) an applicant for, or recipient of, a Federal license, permit, right-of-way, 
grant, or benefit payment administered by the agency or insurance administered 
by the agency; 

(C) a contractor of the agency; 

(D) assessed a fine, fee, royalty or penalty by the agency; and 

(E) in a relationship with the agency that may give rise to a receivable due to 
that agency, such as a partner of a borrower in or a guarantor of a Federal direct 
or insured loan administered by the agency. 

(3) Each agency shall disclose to a person required to furnish a taxpayer identifying 
number under this subsection its intent to use such number for purposes of collecting 
and reporting on any delinquent amounts arising out of such person’s relationship with 
the Government. 

(4) For purposes of this subsection, a person shall not be treated as doing business 
with a Federal agency solely by reason of being a debtor under third party claims of the 
United States. The preceding sentence shall not apply to a debtor owing claims 
resulting from petroleum pricing violations or owing claims resulting from Federal loan 
or loan guarantee/insurance programs. 

(d) Notwithstanding section 552a (b) of title 5, United States Code, creditor agencies to 
which a delinquent claim is owed, and their agents, may match their debtor records with 
Department of Health and Human Services, and Department of Labor records to obtain 
names (including names of employees), name controls, names of employers, taxpayer 
identifying numbers, addresses (including addresses of employers), and dates of birth. The 
preceding sentence shall apply to the disclosure of taxpayer identifying numbers only if such 
disclosure is not otherwise prohibited by section 6103 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 
The Department of Health and Human Services, and the Department of Labor shall release 
that information to creditor agencies and may charge reasonable fees sufficient to pay the 
costs associated with that release. 
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e-CFR Data is current as of May 23, 2008 

Title 50: Wildlife and Fisheries 
PART 300—INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES REGULATIONS 

Subpart B—High Seas Fisheries 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 5501 et seq . 

§ 300.10 Purpose. 
This subpart implements the High Seas Fishing Compliance Act of 1995 (Act), which requires the Secretary to license 
U.S. vessels fishing on the high seas. 

§ 300.11 Definitions. 
In addition to the terms defined in section 300.2 and those in the Act and the Agreement to Promote Compliance with 
International Conservation and Management Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas, adopted by the 
Conference of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations on November 24, 1993 (Agreement), the 
terms used in this subpart have the following meanings. If a term is defined differently in §300.2, the Act, or the 
Agreement, the definition in this section shall apply. 

High seas means the waters beyond the territorial sea or exclusive economic zone (or the equivalent) of any Nation, 
to the extent that such territorial sea or exclusive economic zone (or the equivalent) is recognized by the United 
States. 

High seas fishing vessel means any vessel of the United States used or intended for use on the high seas for the 
purpose of the commercial exploitation of living marine resources as a harvesting vessel, mothership, or any other 
support vessel directly engaged in a fishing operation. 

International conservation and management measures means measures to conserve or manage one or more species 
of living marine resources that are adopted and applied in accordance with the relevant rules of international law, as 
reflected in the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, and that are recognized by the United States. 

Regional Administrator means any one of the Directors of the five NMFS regional offices, defined under §300.2, 
serving as the issuing office. 

§ 300.12 Issuing offices. 
Any Regional Administrator may issue permits required under this subpart. While applicants for permits may submit an 
application to any Regional Administrator, applicants are encouraged to submit their applications (with envelopes 
marked “Attn: HSFCA Permits”) to the Regional Administrator with whom they normally interact on fisheries matters. 

§ 300.13 Vessel permits. 
(a) Eligibility. 

(1) Any high seas fishing vessel of the United States is eligible to receive a permit under this subpart, unless the 
vessel was previously authorized to be used for fishing on the high seas by a foreign nation, and— 

(i) The foreign nation suspended such authorization, because the vessel undermined the effectiveness of 
international conservation and management measures, and the suspension has not expired; or 

(ii) The foreign nation, within the 3 years preceding application for a permit under this section, withdrew such 
authorization, because the vessel undermined the effectiveness of international conservation and management 
measures. 

(2) The restrictions in paragraphs (a)(1) (i) and (ii) of this section do not apply if ownership of the vessel has changed 
since the vessel undermined the effectiveness of international conservation and management measures, and the new 
owner has provided sufficient evidence to the Regional Administrator demonstrating that the owner and operator at 
the time the vessel undermined the effectiveness of such measures has no further legal, beneficial, or financial 
interest in, or control of, the vessel. 

(3) The restrictions in paragraphs (a)(1) (i) and (ii) of this section do not apply if it is determined by the Regional 
Administrator that issuing a permit would not subvert the purposes of the Agreement. 

(b) Application forms. The owner or operator of a high seas fishing vessel may apply for a permit under this subpart 
by completing an application form. Applicants may obtain an application form from a Regional Administrator. 

(c) Application information. An applicant must submit a complete and accurate permit application, signed by the 
owner or operator, to the appropriate Regional Administrator. 

(d) Fees. NMFS will charge a fee to recover the administrative expenses of permit issuance. The amount of the fee 
will be determined in accordance with the procedures of the NOAA Finance Handbook, available from a Regional 
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Administrator, for determining administrative costs of each special product or service. The fee is specified with the 
application form. The appropriate fee must accompany each application. Failure to pay the fee will preclude issuance 
of the permit. Payment by a commercial instrument later determined to be insufficiently funded will invalidate any 
permit. 

(e) Issuance.  

(1) Except as provided in subpart D of 15 CFR part 904, the Regional Administrator will issue a permit, which will 
include appropriate conditions or restrictions, within 30 days of receipt of a completed application and payment of the 
appropriate fee. 

(2) The Regional Administrator will notify the applicant of any deficiency in the application. 

(f) Validity. Permits issued under this subpart are valid for 5 years from the date of issuance. Renewal of a permit 
prior to its expiration is the responsibility of the permit holder. For a permit to remain valid to its expiration date, the 
vessel's USCG documentation or state registration must be kept current. A permit issued under this subpart is void 
when the name of the owner or vessel changes, or in the event the vessel is no longer eligible for U.S. 
documentation, such documentation is revoked or denied, or the vessel is removed from such documentation. 

(g) Change in application information. Any changes in vessel documentation status or other permit application 
information must be reported to the Regional Administrator in writing within 15 days of such changes. 

(h) Transfer. A permit issued under this subpart is not transferable or assignable to another vessel or owner; it is valid 
only for the vessel and owner to which it is issued. 

(i) Display. A valid permit, or a copy thereof, issued under this subpart must be on board the vessel while operating 
on the high seas and available for inspection by an authorized officer. Faxed copies of permits are acceptable. 

[61 FR 35550, July 5, 1996, as amended at 64 FR 15, Jan. 4, 1999] 

§ 300.14 Vessel identification. 
(a) General. A vessel permitted under this subpart must be marked for identification purposes in accordance with this 
section. 

(b) Marking. Vessels must be marked either: 

(1) In accordance with vessel identification requirements specified in Federal fishery regulations issued under the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act or under other Federal fishery management statutes; or 

(2) In accordance with the following identification requirements: 

(i) A vessel must be marked with its IRCS, or, if not assigned an IRCS, must be marked (in order of priority) with its 
Federal, state, or other documentation number appearing on its high seas fishing permit; 

(ii) The markings must be displayed at all times on the vessel's side or superstructure, port and starboard, as well as 
on a deck; 

(iii) The markings must be placed so that they do not extend below the waterline, are not obscured by fishing gear, 
whether stowed or in use, and are clear of flow from scuppers or overboard discharges that might damage or discolor 
the markings; 

(iv) Block lettering and numbering must be used; 

(v) The height of the letters and numbers must be in proportion to the size of the vessel as follows: for vessels 25 
meters (m) and over in length, the height of letters and numbers must be no less than 1.0 m; for vessels 20 m but 
less than 25 m in length, the height of letters and numbers must be no less than 0.8 m; for vessels 15 m but less than 
20 m in length, the height of letters and numbers must be no less than 0.6 m; for vessels 12 m but less than 15 m in 
length, the height of letters and numbers must be no less than 0.4 m; for vessels 5 m but less than 12 m in length, the 
height of letters and numbers must be no less than 0.3 m; and for vessels under 5 m in length, the height of letters 
and numbers must be no less than 0.1 m; 

(vi) The height of the letters and numbers to be placed on decks must be no less than 0.3 m; 

(vii) The length of the hyphen(s), if any, must be half the height (h) of the letters and numbers; 

(viii) The width of the stroke for all letters, numbers, and hyphens must be h/6; 

(ix) The space between letters and/or numbers must not exceed h/4 nor be less than h/6; 

(x) The space between adjacent letters having sloping sides must not exceed h/8 nor be less than h/10; 

(xi) The marks must be white on a black background, or black on a white background; 

(xii) The background must extend to provide a border around the mark of no less than h/6; and 

(xiii) The marks and the background must be maintained in good condition at all times. [64 FR 15, Jan. 4, 1999] 

§ 300.15 Prohibitions. 
In addition to the prohibitions in section 300.4, it is unlawful for any person to: 
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(a) Use a high seas fishing vessel on the high seas in contravention of international conservation and management 
measures. 

(b) Use a high seas fishing vessel on the high seas, unless the vessel has on board a valid permit issued under 
section 300.13. 

(c) Use a high seas fishing vessel on the high seas that is not marked in accordance with §300.14. [61 FR 35550,  
July 5, 1996, as amended at 64 FR 15, Jan. 4, 1999]  

§ 300.16 Penalties. 
(a) Any person, any high seas fishing vessel, the owner or operator of such vessel, or any person who has been 
issued or has applied for a permit, found to be in violation of the Act, this subpart, or any permit issued under this 
subpart will be subject to the civil and criminal penalty provisions, permit sanctions, and forfeiture provisions 
prescribed by the Act, 15 CFR part 904 (Civil Procedures), and other applicable laws. 

(b) Permits under this subpart may be subject to permit sanctions prescribed by the Act, 15 CFR part 904 (Civil 
Procedures), and other applicable laws if any amount in settlement of a civil forfeiture imposed on a high seas fishing 
vessel or other property, or any civil penalty or criminal fine imposed on a high seas fishing vessel or on an owner or 
operator of such a vessel or on any other person who has been issued or has applied for a permit under any fishery 
resource statute enforced by the Secretary, has not been paid and is overdue. 

[64 FR 15, Jan. 4, 1999] 

§ 300.17 Reporting. 
(a) General. The operator of any vessel permitted under this subpart must report high seas catch and effort 
information to NMFS in a manner set by this section. Reports must include: identification information for vessel and 
operator; operator signature; crew size; whether an observer is aboard; target species; gear used; dates, times, 
locations, and conditions under which fishing was conducted; species and amounts of fish retained and discarded; 
and details of any interactions with sea turtles or birds. 

(b) Reporting options. (1) For the following fisheries, a permit holder must maintain and submit the listed reporting 
forms to the appropriate address and in accordance with the time limits required by the relevant regulations: 

(i) Antarctic—CCAMLR Logbook (50 CFR 300.107); 

(ii) Atlantic—Fishing Vessel Log Reports (50 CFR 648.7(b)); 

(iii) Atlantic Pelagic Longline—Longline Logbook (50 CFR 630.5); 

(iv) Atlantic Purse Seine—Vessel Logbook (50 CFR 635.5); 

(v) Pacific Pelagic Longline—Longline Logbook (50 CFR 660.14(a)); 

(vi) Eastern Pacific Purse Seine—IATTC Logbook (50 CFR 300.22); or 

(vii) Western Pacific Purse Seine—South Pacific Tuna Treaty Logbook (50 CFR 300.34). 

(2) For the albacore troll fisheries in the North and South Pacific, a permit holder must report high seas catch and 
effort by maintaining and submitting the log provided by the Regional Administrator, Southwest Region, NMFS. 

(3) For other fisheries, a permit holder must report high seas catch and effort by maintaining and submitting records, 
specific to the fishing gear being used, on forms provided by the Regional Administrator of the NMFS Region which 
issued the permit holder's HSFCA permit. 

(c) Confidentiality of statistics. Information submitted pursuant to this subpart will be treated in accordance with the 
provisions of 50 CFR part 600 of this title. 

[64 FR 15, Jan. 4, 1999, as amended at 67 FR 64312, Oct. 18, 2002] 
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SECTION 515 PRE-DISSEMINATION REVIEW & DOCUMENTATION GUIDELINES 
 
Background 
Section 515 of the Treasury and General Government Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2001 (Public Law 106-554, aka the Data Quality Act or 
Information Quality Act) directed the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) to issue government-wide guidelines that “provide policy and 
procedural guidance to federal agencies for ensuring and maximizing the quality, objectivity, utility, and integrity of information (including 
statistical information) disseminated by federal agencies.” OMB complied by issuing guidelines which direct each federal agency to 1) issue its 
own guidelines; 2) establish administrative mechanisms allowing affected persons to seek and obtain correction of information that does not 
comply with the OMB 515 Guidelines or the agency guidelines; and 3) report periodically to OMB on the number and nature of complaints 
received by the agency and how the complaints were handled. The OMB Guidelines can be found at: 
http://www.whitehouse. gov/omb/fedreg/reproducible2.pdf 
 
The Department of Commerce Guidelines can be found at: http: //www. osec. doc. 
gov/cio/oipr/iqg.htm 
 
The NOAA Section 515 Information Quality Guidelines, created with input and reviews from each of the components of NOAA Fisheries, 
went into effect on October 1, 2002. The NOAA Information Quality Guidelines are posted on the NOAA home page under “Information 
Quality.” http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories/iq.htm 
 
The guidelines apply to a wide variety of government information products and all types of media, including printed, electronic, broadcast or 
other. The guidelines define “Information” as, “any communication or representation of knowledge such as facts or data, in any medium or form, 
including textual, numerical, graphic, cartographic, narrative, or audiovisual forms.” For example, this definition includes information that an 
agency disseminates from a web page. The guidelines define “Dissemination” as, “agency initiated or sponsored distribution of information to the 
public.” Explicitly not included within this term is distribution limited to “government employees or agency contractors or grantees; intra- or 
inter-agency use or sharing of government information; and responses to requests for agency records under the Freedom of Information Act, the 
Privacy Act, the Federal Advisory Committee Act or other similar law.” It also does not include distribution limited to correspondence with 
individuals or persons, press releases, archival records, public filings, subpoenas or adjudicative processes. (See the NOAA IQ Guidelines, pgs 5-
6). 
 
To assist in Data Quality Act compliance, NOAA Fisheries has established a series of actions that should be completed for each new information 
product subject to the Data Quality Act. (See “Information Generation and Compliance Documentation” and “Pre-Dissemination Review” 
below.) In addition to the information contained in this document, familiarity with the NOAA Section 515 Information Quality 
Guidelines (http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories/iq.htm) is crucial for NOAA Fisheries employees who engage in the generation and 
dissemination of information. 
 
Information Generation and Compliance Documentation 
 

• The fundamental step in the process is to create a Sec. 515 Information Quality file for each new information product. To aid in 
this process, a Section 515 Pre-Dissemination Review and Documentation form has been created. These guidelines are intended to 
serve as a supplement to the Pre-Dissemination Review and Documentation Form. The basic steps to the documentation process are 
outlined below. 

 
• Complete general information (e.g., author/responsible office, title/description) section of the form. 

 
• Determine the information category (i.e., original data; synthesized products; interpreted products; hydrometeorological, 
hazardous chemical spill, and space weather warnings, forecasts, and advisories; experimental products; natural resource plans; 
corporate and general information). For most information products, you will only need to check one box. More complex 
documents may be an “aggregate” of different categories of information products. 

 
• Generate the information in a way that meets each of the applicable standards for the appropriate information category. See 
the NOAA Information Quality Guidelines. 

 
• Document how the standards for utility, integrity and objectivity are met for each information product, describing what 
measures were taken to meet each of the applicable standards. Use the 2 page Pre-Dissemination Review & Documentation Form to 
document compliance with the Utility and Integrity standards contained in NOAA’s Information Quality Guidelines. The Utility and 
Integrity standards pertain to all categories of information disseminated by NOAA. Use these guidelines (pgs 4-11) to document 
compliance with the applicable objectivity standards for your information product and attach that documentation to the Pre-
Dissemination Review & Documentation Form. 

 
• Maintain the Sec. 515 Information Quality file in a readily accessible place. Pre-Dissemination Review 

 
• Before information is disseminated, it must be reviewed for compliance with the NOAA Sec. 515 Information Quality Guidelines. 
This is accomplished by reviewing the information and the Sec. 515 Information Quality file. 

 
• The Pre-Dissemination Review should be conducted during the normal course of clearing the information product for 
release. The person conducting the Pre-Dissemination Review will sign and date the Pre-Dissemination Review & 
Documentation Form. The reviewing official must be at least one level above the person generating the information 
product. 

 
• The Pre-Dissemination Review form and the supporting information quality documentation must accompany the information 
product through the clearance process and be maintained on file. 

 
Completing the Section 515 Pre-Dissemination Review & Documentation Form 
 
Using the Section 515 Pre-Dissemination Review & Documentation Form and these guidelines, document how the information product meets the 
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following standards for Utility, Integrity and Objectivity. Please note: Use the Pre-Dissemination Review & Documentation Form to 
document how the information product complies with the Utility and Integrity standards that pertain to all categories of information products. 
The Utility and Integrity standards are presented here for your convenience. Use these guidelines to explain how the information product meets 
the applicable Objectivity standards for the information product and attach that documentation to the Pre-Dissemination Review & 
Documentation Form. 
 
I. Utility of Information Product 
Utility means that disseminated information is useful to its intended users. “Useful” means that the content of the information is helpful, 
beneficial, or serviceable to its intended users, or that the information supports the usefulness of other disseminated information by making it 
more accessible or easier to read, see, understand, obtain or use. 
 

A. Is the information helpful, beneficial or serviceable to the intended user? Explain. 
 

B. Who are the intended users of the data or information product? (e.g., the American public; other federal agencies; state and 
local governments; recreational concerns; national and international organizations). Is this data or information product an 
improvement over previously available information? Is it more detailed or current? Is it more useful or accessible to the public? Has 
it been improved based on comments or interactions with users? 

 
C. What media are used in the dissemination of the information? Printed publications? CD-ROM? Internet? 
Is the product made available in a standard data format? 
Does it use consistent attribute naming and unit conventions to ensure that the information is accessible to a broad range of users 
with a variety of operating systems and data needs? 

 
II. Integrity of Information Product 
Integrity refers to security - the protection of information from unauthorized access or revision, to ensure that the information is not compromised 
through corruption or falsification. Prior to dissemination, NOAA information, independent of the specific intended distribution mechanism, is 
safeguarded from improper access, modification, or destruction, to a degree commensurate with the risk and magnitude of harm that could result 
from the loss, misuse, or unauthorized access to or modification of such information. Please note: all electronic information disseminated by 
NOAA adheres to the standards set forth in paragraph A below. If the information product is disseminated electronically, simply circle 
paragraph II(A) on the form. You may also contact your IT Manager for further information. 
 
Explain (circle) how the information product meets the following standards for integrity: 
 

A. All electronic information disseminated by NOAA adheres to the standards set out in Appendix III, “Security of Automated 
Information Resources,” OMB Circular A-130; the Computer Security Act; and the Government Information Security Reform Act. 

 
B. If information is confidential, it is safeguarded pursuant to the Privacy Act and Titles 13, 15, and 22 of the U. S. Code 
(confidentiality of census, business and financial information). 

 
C. Other/Discussion 
(e.g., 50 CFR 600, Subpart E, Confidentiality of Statistics of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act; NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Protection of Confidential Fisheries Statistics; 50 CFR 229.11, Confidentiality of 
information collected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act.) 

 
III. Objectivity of Information Product 

(1) Indicate which one of the following categories of information products apply for this product (check one): 
 

• Original Data - go to Section A 
• Synthesized Products - go to Section B 
• Interpreted Products - go to Section C 
• Hydrometeorological, Hazardous Chemical Spill, and Space Weather Warnings, Forecasts, and Advisories - go to 

Section D 
• Experimental Products - go to Section E 
• Natural Resource Plans - go to Section F 
• Corporate and General Information - go to Section G 

 
(2) Describe how this information product meets the applicable objectivity standards. 
 

General Standard: Information is presented in an accurate, clear, complete, and unbiased manner, and in proper context. The 
substance of the information is accurate, reliable, and unbiased; in the scientific, financial or statistical context, original and supporting data are 
generated and the analytical results are developed using sound, commonly accepted scientific and research methods. “Accurate” means that 
information is within an acceptable degree of imprecision or error appropriate to the particular kind of information at issue and otherwise meets 
commonly accepted scientific, financial and statistical standards. 
 
If the information is “influential,” that is, it is expected to have a genuinely clear and substantial impact on major public policy and private sector 
decisions, it is noted as such and it is presented with the highest degree of transparency. If influential information constitutes an assessment of 
risks to human health, safety or the environment, indicate whether the risk assessment was qualitative or quantitative, and describe which 
SDWA-adapted quality standards at page 9 of NOAA’s Section 515 Information Quality Guidelines were applied to the information product. 
 
Use of third party information in the product (information not collected or generated by NOAA) is only done when the information is of known 
quality and consistent with NOAA’s Section 515 Guidelines; any limitations, assumptions, collection methods, or uncertainties concerning the 
information are taken into account and disclosed. 
 
Specific Standards: Specific objectivity standards for categories of information products disseminated by NOAA are listed below. 
Document how the general and specific objectivity standards for the particular information product were met. 
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A. Original Data 
Original Data are data in their most basic useful form. These are data from individual times and locations that have not been 
summarized or processed to higher levels of analysis. While these data are often derived from other direct measurements (e.g., spectral 
signatures from a chemical analyzer, electronic signals from current meters), they represent properties of the environment. These data 
can be disseminated in both real time and retrospectively. Examples of original data include buoy data, survey data (e.g., living marine 
resource and hydrographic surveys), biological and chemical properties, weather observations, and satellite data. 

 
Objectivity of original data is achieved using sound quality control techniques. 

 
Detail how the data collection methods, systems, instruments, training, and/or tools are appropriate to meet the requirements of 
the intended users. 
Were the methods, systems, instruments, etc., validated before use? 
Were standard operating procedures (SOPs) followed for time series data collections? If not, document the valid scientific reasons for 
the deviation. 

 
Document the quality control techniques used, for example: 
• Gross error checks for data that fall outside of physically realistic ranges (e.g., a minimum, maximum or maximum 

change) 
• Comparisons made with other independent sources of the same measurement 
• Examination of individual time series and statistical summaries 
• Application of sensor drift coefficients determined by a comparison of pre- and post-deployment calibrations 
• Visual inspection of data 

 
Describe any evolution and/or improvements in survey techniques, instrument performance and/or data processing. 

 
Have metadata record descriptions and explanations of the methods and quality controls to which original data are subjected been 
included in the disseminated product? If not, they must be made available upon request. 

 
B. Synthesized Products 
Synthesized Products are those that have been developed through analysis of original data. This includes analysis through 
statistical methods; model interpolations, extrapolations, and simulations; and combinations of multiple sets of original data. 
While some scientific evaluation and judgment is needed, the methods of analysis are well documented and relatively routine. 
Examples of synthesized products include summaries of fisheries landings statistics, weather statistics, model outputs, data 
display through Geographical Information System techniques, and satellite-derived maps. 

 
The objectivity of synthesized products is achieved by using data of known quality, applying sound analytical techniques, and reviewing the 
products or processes used to create them before dissemination. For synthesized products, please document the following: 
 
Identify data sources (preferred option) or be prepared to make them available upon request. 
 
Are the data used of known quality or from sources acceptable to the relevant scientific and technical communities? 
 
Are the methods used to create the synthesized product published in standard methods manuals or generally accepted by the relevant scientific 
and technical communities? Are the methods documented in readily accessible formats by the disseminating office? 
 
Describe the review process used to ensure the validity of the synthesized product or the procedures used to create them, e.g., statistical 
procedures, models, or other analysis tools. 
 

If the synthesized product is unique or not regularly produced, was this product reviewed by internal and/or external experts? 
 
 

If this is a routinely produced synthesized product, was the process for developing the product reviewed by internal and/or external 
experts? 
 

Does the synthesized product include information about the methods used to create the product? If not, the methods must be made available 
upon request. 
 
C. Interpreted Products 
Interpreted Products are those that have been developed through interpretation of original data and synthesized products. In many cases, this 
information incorporates additional contextual and/or normative data, standards, or information that puts original data and synthesized products 
into larger spatial, temporal, or issue contexts. This information is subject to scientific interpretation, evaluation, and judgment. Examples of 
interpreted products include journal articles, scientific papers, technical reports, and production of and contributions to integrated assessments. 
 
Objectivity of interpreted products is achieved by using data of known quality or from sources acceptable to the relevant scientific and technical 
communities and reliable supporting products, applying sound analytical techniques, presenting the information in the proper context, and 
reviewing the products before dissemination. 
 
Are all data and information sources identified or properly referenced? 
Are the methods used to create the interpreted product generally accepted by the relevant scientific and technical communities? 
Is information concerning the quality and limitations of the interpreted product provided to help the user assess the suitability of the product for 
the user’s application? 
Describe the review process used to ensure that the product is valid, complete, unbiased, objective and relevant. For example, peer reviews, 
ranging from internal peer review by staff who were not involved in the development of the product to formal, independent, external peer 
review. The review should be conducted at a level commensurate with the importance of the interpreted product. 
Does the interpreted product include a description of the methods used to create the product? If not, they must be made available upon 
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request. 
 
D. Hydrometeorological, Hazardous Chemical Spill, and Space Weather 
 

Warnings, Forecasts, and Advisories 
Hydrometeorological, Hazardous Chemical Spill, and Space Weather Warnings, Forecasts, and Advisories are time-critical interpretations of 
original data and synthesized products, prepared under tight time constraints and covering relatively short, discrete time periods. As such, these 
warnings, forecasts, and advisories represent the best possible information in given circumstances. They are subject to scientific interpretation, 
evaluation, and judgment. Some products in this category, such as weather forecasts, are routinely prepared. Other products, such as tornado 
warnings, hazardous chemical spill trajectories, and solar flare alerts, are of an urgent nature and are prepared for unique circumstances. 
 
Objectivity of information in this category is achieved by using reliable data collection methods and sound analytical techniques and systems to 
ensure the highest possible level of accuracy given the time critical nature of the products. 
What is the source of the data or information used in the product? Are the data used of known quality or from sources acceptable to the relevant 
scientific and technical communities? Are the sources included in the information product? If not, they must be made available upon request. 
Are the methods used to create the product generally accepted by the relevant scientific and technical communities? 
Please note if individual best judgment was used due to the time-critical nature of the product. 
What mechanisms were used to evaluate the accuracy of the information product? Statistical analysis may be carried out for a subset of 
products for verification purposes. 
 
E. Experimental Products 
Experimental products are products that are experimental (in the sense that their quality has not yet been fully determined) in nature, or are 
products that are based in part on experimental capabilities or algorithms. Experimental products fall into two classes. 
They are either (1) disseminated for experimental use, evaluation or feedback, or (2) used in cases where, in the view of qualified scientists who 
are operating in an urgent situation in which the timely flow of vital information is crucial to human health, safety, or the environment, the danger 
to human health, safety, or the environment will be lessened if every tool available is used. Examples of experimental products include imagery 
or data from non-NOAA sources, algorithms currently being tested and evaluated, experimental climate forecasts, and satellite imagery processed 
with developmental algorithms for urgent needs (e.g., wildfire detection). 
 
Objectivity of experimental products is achieved by using the best science and supporting studies available, in accordance with sound and 
objective scientific practices, evaluated in the relevant scientific and technical communities, and peer-reviewed where feasible. 
 
 
Describe the science and/or supporting studies used, the evaluation techniques used, and note any peer-review of the experimental product. 
Were the results of initial tests or evaluations made available where possible? Describe the review, by the appropriate NOAA unit, of the 
experimental products and capabilities documentation, along with any tests or evaluations. 
Are explicit limitations provided concerning the quality of the experimental product? Is the degree of uncertainty indicated? 
Describe the testing process used, e.g., the experimental product or capabilities are used only after careful testing, evaluation, and review by 
NOAA experts, and then are approved for provisional use only by selected field offices or other NOAA components. This process is repeated 
as needed to ensure an acceptable and reliable level of quality. 
 
F. Natural Resource Plans 
Natural Resource Plans are information products that are prescribed by law and have content, structure, and public review processes (where 
applicable) that will be based upon published standards, e.g., statutory or regulatory guidelines. Examples of such published standards include the 
National Standard Guidelines (50 CFR Part 600, Subpart D), Essential Fish Habitat Guidelines, and Operational Guidelines - Fishery 
Management Plan Process, all under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act; and the National Marine Sanctuary 
Management Plan Handbook (16 U.S.C. section 1434) under the National Marine Sanctuary Act. These Natural Resource Plans are a composite 
of several types of information (e.g., scientific, management, stakeholder input, and agency policy) from a variety of internal and external 
sources. Examples of Natural Resources Plans include fishery, protected resource, and sanctuary management plans and regulations, and natural 
resource restoration plans. 
 
Objectivity of Natural Resource Plans will be achieved by adhering to published standards, using information of known quality or from sources 
acceptable to the relevant scientific and technical communities, presenting the information in the proper context, and reviewing the products 
before dissemination. 
 
What published standard(s) governs the creation of the Natural Resource Plan? Does the Plan adhere to the published standards? 
(See the NOAA Sec. 515 Information Quality Guidelines, Section II(F) for links to the published standards for the Plans disseminated by 
NOAA.) 
 
Was the Plan developed using the best information available? Please explain. 
Have clear distinctions been drawn between policy choices and the supporting science upon which they are based? Have all supporting 
materials, information, data and analyses used within the Plan been properly referenced to ensure transparency? 
Describe the review process of the Plan by technically qualified individuals to ensure that the Plan is valid, complete, unbiased, objective and 
relevant. For example, internal review by staff who were not involved in the development of the Plan to formal, independent, external peer 
review. The level of review should be commensurate with the importance of the Plan and the constraints imposed by legally enforceable 
deadlines. 
 
G. Corporate and General Information 
Corporate or general information includes all non-scientific, non-financial, non-statistical information. Examples include program and 
organizational descriptions, brochures, pamphlets, education and outreach materials, newsletters, and other general descriptions of NOAA 
operations and capabilities. 
 
Corporate and general information disseminated by NOAA must be presented in a clear, complete, and unbiased manner, and in a context that 
enhances usability to the intended audience. To the extent possible, identify the sources of the disseminated information, consistent with 
confidentiality, privacy and security considerations and protections, and taking into account timely presentation, the medium of dissemination, and 
the importance of the information, balanced against the resources required and the time available. 
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Information disseminated by NOAA is reliable and accurate to an acceptable degree of error as determined by factors such as the importance 
of the information, the intended use, time sensitivity, expected degree of permanence, relation to the primary mission(s) of the disseminating 
office, and the context of the dissemination, balanced against the resources required and the time available. 
For non-scientific, non-statistical information, has the information product been reasonably determined to be factually correct in the view of the 
disseminating office as of the time of dissemination? 
Describe the review process for the information product. Review can be accomplished in a number of ways, including but not limited to 
combinations of the following: 
 

• Active personal review of information by supervisory and management layers, either by reviewing each individual 
dissemination, or selected samples, or by any other reasonable method. 

• Use of quality check lists, charts, statistics, or other means of tracking quality, completeness, and usefulness. 
• Process design and monitoring to ensure that the process itself imposes checks on information quality . 
• Review during information preparation. 
• Use of management controls. 
• Any other method, which serves to enhance the accuracy, reliability and objectivity of the information. 
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Public Law 104–43
104th Congress

An Act
To amend the Fishermen’s Protective Act.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Fisheries Act of 1995’’.
SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS.

The Table of contents for this Act is as follows:
Sec. 1. Short title.
Sec. 2. Table of contents.

TITLE I—HIGH SEAS FISHING COMPLIANCE
Sec. 101. Short title.
Sec. 102. Purpose.
Sec. 103. Definitions.
Sec. 104. Permitting.
Sec. 105. Responsibilities of the Secretary.
Sec. 106. Unlawful activities.
Sec. 107. Enforcement provisions.
Sec. 108. Civil penalties and permit sanctions.
Sec. 109. Criminal offenses.
Sec. 110. Forfeitures.
Sec. 111. Effective date.

TITLE II—IMPLEMENTATION OF CONVENTION ON FUTURE
MULTILATERAL COOPERATION IN THE NORTHWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES
Sec. 201. Short title.
Sec. 202. Representation of United States under convention.
Sec. 203. Requests for scientific advice.
Sec. 204. Authorities of Secretary of State with respect to convention.
Sec. 205. Interagency cooperation.
Sec. 206. Rulemaking.
Sec. 207. Prohibited acts and penalties.
Sec. 208. Consultative committee.
Sec. 209. Administrative matters.
Sec. 210. Definitions.
Sec. 211. Authorization of appropriations.

TITLE III—ATLANTIC TUNAS CONVENTION ACT
Sec. 301. Short title.
Sec. 302. Research and monitoring activities.
Sec. 303. Definitions.
Sec. 304. Advisory committee procedures.
Sec. 305. Regulations and enforcement of Convention.
Sec. 306. Fines and permit sanctions.
Sec. 307. Authorization of appropriations.
Sec. 308. Report and savings clause.
Sec. 309. Management and Atlantic yellowfin tuna.
Sec. 310. Study of bluefin tuna regulations.
Sec. 311. Sense of the Congress with respect to ICCAT negotiations.

TITLE IV—FISHERMEN’S PROTECTIVE ACT
Sec. 401. Findings.

16 USC 5501
note.

Fisheries Act of
1995.
Conservation.

Nov. 3, 1995
[H.R. 716]
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Sec. 402. Amendment to the Fishermen’s Protective Act of 1967.
Sec. 403. Reauthorization.
Sec. 404. Technical corrections.

TITLE V—FISHERIES ENFORCEMENT IN CENTRAL SEA OF OKHOTSK
Sec. 501. Short title.
Sec. 502. Fishing prohibition.

TITLE VI—DRIFTNET MORATORIUM
Sec. 601. Short title.
Sec. 602. Findings.
Sec. 603. Prohibition.
Sec. 604. Negotiations.
Sec. 605. Certification.
Sec. 606. Enforcement.

TITLE VII—YUKON RIVER SALMON ACT
Sec. 701. Short title.
Sec. 702. Purposes.
Sec. 703. Definitions.
Sec. 704. Panel.
Sec. 705. Advisory committee.
Sec. 706. Exemption.
Sec. 707. Authority and responsibility.
Sec. 708. Continuation of agreement.
Sec. 709. Administrative matters.
Sec. 710. Authorization of appropriations.

TITLE VIII—MISCELLANEOUS
Sec. 801. South Pacific tuna amendment.
Sec. 802. Foreign fishing for Atlantic herring and Atlantic mackerel.

TITLE I—HIGH SEAS FISHING COMPLIANCE

SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘High Seas Fishing Compliance
Act of 1995’’.
SEC. 102. PURPOSE.

It is the purpose of this Act—
(1) to implement the Agreement to Promote Compliance

with International Conservation and Management Measures
by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas, adopted by the Conference
of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
on November 24, 1993; and

(2) to establish a system of permitting, reporting, and regu-
lation for vessels of the United States fishing on the high
seas.

SEC. 103. DEFINITIONS.

As used in this Act—
(1) The term ‘‘Agreement’’ means the Agreement to Promote

Compliance with International Conservation and Management
Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas, adopted by
the Conference of the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations on November 24, 1993.

(2) The term ‘‘FAO’’ means the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations.

(3) The term ‘‘high seas’’ means the waters beyond the
territorial sea or exclusive economic zone (or the equivalent)
of any nation, to the extent that such territorial sea or exclusive
economic zone (or the equivalent) is recognized by the United
States.

16 USC 5502.
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(4) The term ‘‘high seas fishing vessel’’ means any vessel
of the United States used or intended for use—

(A) on the high seas;
(B) for the purpose of the commercial exploitation of

living marine resources; and
(C) as a harvesting vessel, as a mother ship, or as

any other support vessel directly engaged in a fishing oper-
ation.
(5) The term ‘‘international conservation and management

measures’’ means measures to conserve or manage one or more
species of living marine resources that are adopted and applied
in accordance with the relevant rules of international law,
as reflected in the 1982 United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea, and that are recognized by the United States.
Such measures may be adopted by global, regional, or sub-
regional fisheries organizations, subject to the rights and obliga-
tions of their members, or by treaties or other international
agreements.

(6) The term ‘‘length’’ means—
(A) for any high seas fishing vessel built after July

18, 1982, 96 percent of the total length on a waterline
at 85 percent of the least molded depth measured from
the top of the keel, or the length from the foreside of
the stem to the axis of the rudder stock on that waterline,
if that is greater, except that in ships designed with a
rake of keel the waterline on which this length is measured
shall be parallel to the designed waterline; and

(B) for any high seas fishing vessel built before July
18, 1982, registered length as entered on the vessel’s docu-
mentation.
(7) The term ‘‘person’’ means any individual (whether or

not a citizen or national of the United States), any corporation,
partnership, association, or other entity (whether or not orga-
nized or existing under the laws of any State), and any Federal,
State, local, or foreign government or any entity of any such
government.

(8) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary of Commerce.
(9) The term ‘‘vessel of the United States’’ means—

(A) a vessel documented under chapter 121 of title
46, United States Code, or numbered in accordance with
chapter 123 of title 46, United States Code;

(B) a vessel owned in whole or part by—
(i) the United States or a territory, commonwealth,

or possession of the United States;
(ii) a State or political subdivision thereof;
(iii) a citizen or national of the United States;

or
(iv) a corporation created under the laws of the

United States or any State, the District of Columbia,
or any territory, commonwealth, or possession of the
United States; unless the vessel has been granted the
nationality of a foreign nation in accordance with arti-
cle 92 of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea and a claim of nationality or registry
for the vessel is made by the master or individual
in charge at the time of the enforcement action by
an officer or employee of the United States authorized
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to enforce applicable provisions of the United States
law; and
(C) a vessel that was once documented under the laws

of the United States and, in violation of the laws of the
United States, was either sold to a person not a citizen
of the United States or placed under foreign registry or
a foreign flag, whether or not the vessel has been granted
the nationality of a foreign nation.
(10) The terms ‘‘vessel subject to the jurisdiction of the

United States’’ and ‘‘vessel without nationality’’ have the same
meaning as in section 3(c) of the Maritime Drug Law Enforce-
ment Act (46 U.S.C. 1903(c)).

SEC. 104. PERMITTING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—No high seas fishing vessel shall engage
in harvesting operations on the high seas unless the vessel has
on board a valid permit issued under this section.

(b) ELIGIBILITY.—
(1) Any vessel of the United States is eligible to receive

a permit under this section, unless the vessel was previously
authorized to be used for fishing on the high seas by a foreign
nation, and

(A) the foreign nation suspended such authorization
because the vessel undermined the effectiveness of inter-
national conservation and management measures, and the
suspension has not expired; or

(B) the foreign nation, within the last three years
preceding application for a permit under this section, with-
drew such authorization because the vessel undermined
the effectiveness of international conservation and manage-
ment measures.
(2) The restriction in paragraph (1) does not apply if owner-

ship of the vessel has changed since the vessel undermined
the effectiveness of international conservation and management
measures, and the new owner has provided sufficient evidence
to the Secretary demonstrating that the previous owner or
operator has no further legal, beneficial or financial interest
in, or control of, the vessel.

(3) The restriction in paragraph (1) does not apply if the
Secretary makes a determination that issuing a permit would
not subvert the purposes of the Agreement.

(4) The Secretary may not issue a permit to a vessel unless
the Secretary is satisfied that the United States will be able
to exercise effectively its responsibilities under the Agreement
with respect to that vessel.
(c) APPLICATION.—

(1) The owner or operator of a high seas fishing vessel
may apply for a permit under this section by completing an
application form prescribed by the Secretary.

(2) The application form shall contain—
(A) the vessel’s name, previous names (if known), offi-

cial numbers, and port of record;
(B) the vessel’s previous flags (if any);
(C) the vessel’s International Radio Call Sign (if any);
(D) the names and addresses of the vessel’s owners

and operators;
(E) where and when the vessel was built;

16 USC 5503.
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(F) the type of vessel;
(G) the vessel’s length; and
(H) any other information the Secretary requires for

the purposes of implementing the Agreement.
(d) CONDITIONS.—The Secretary shall establish such conditions

and restrictions on each permit issued under this section as are
necessary and appropriate to carry out the obligations of the United
States under the Agreement, including but not limited to the follow-
ing:

(1) The vessel shall be marked in accordance with the
FAO Standard Specifications for the Marking and Identification
of Fishing Vessels, or with regulations issued under section
305 of the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (16 U.S.C. 1855); and

(2) The permit holder shall report such information as
the Secretary by regulation requires, including area of fishing
operations and catch statistics. The Secretary shall promulgate
regulations concerning conditions under which information
submitted under this paragraph may be released.
(e) FEES.—

(1) The Secretary shall by regulation establish the level
of fees to be charged for permits issued under this section.
The amount of any fee charged for a permit issued under
this section shall not exceed the administrative costs incurred
in issuing such permits. The permitting fee may be in addition
to any fee required under any regional permitting regime
applicable to high seas fishing vessels.

(2) The fees authorized by paragraph (1) shall be collected
and credited to the Operations, Research and Facilities account
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Fees
collected under this subsection shall be available for the nec-
essary expenses of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration in implementing this Act, and shall remain
available until expended.
(f) DURATION.—A permit issued under this section is valid

for 5 years. A permit issued under this section is void in the
event the vessel is no longer eligible for United States documenta-
tion, such documentation is revoked or denied, or the vessel is
deleted from such documentation.

SEC. 105. RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE SECRETARY.

(a) RECORD.—The Secretary shall maintain an automated file
or record of high seas fishing vessels issued permits under section
104, including all information submitted under section 104(c)(2).

(b) INFORMATION TO FAO.—The Secretary, in cooperation with
the Secretary of State and the Secretary of the department in
which the Coast Guard is operating, shall—

(1) make available to FAO information contained in the
record maintained under subsection (a);

(2) promptly notify FAO of changes in such information;
(3) promptly notify FAO of additions to or deletions from

the record, and the reason for any deletion;
(4) convey to FAO information relating to any permit

granted under section 104(b)(3), including the vessel’s identity,
owner or operator, and factors relevant to the Secretary’s deter-
mination to issue the permit;

16 USC 5504.

Regulations.

Regulations.



20914 Federal Register / Vol. 73, No. 75 / Thursday, April 17, 2008 / Notices 

update their own individual 
information on the internet at http:// 
www.beaconregistration.noaa.gov. User 
ID and user password are set-up with 
initial Web registration or with a first 
visit to the Web site. 

CONTESTING RECORD PROCEDURES: 
Individual beacon owners have access 

to their database file and have the 
ability to update or correct information. 
Other issues are addressed by the 
system manager who can be contacted at 
the above address. 

RECORD SOURCE CATEGORIES: 
The individual on whom the record is 

maintained provides information to 
NOAA by either the website or mail. 
Existing registrations can be updated 
according to the above processes, by a 
phone call from the beacon owner, or by 
rescue coordination center controllers 
when updated information is collected 
while processing a case. 

EXEMPTIONS CLAIMED FOR THE SYSTEM: 
None. 
Dated: April 11, 2003. 

Brenda Dolan, 
Department of Commerce, Freedom of 
Information/Privacy Act Officer. 
[FR Doc. E8–8241 Filed 4–16–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–HR–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) 

[Docket No. 080404520–8522–01] 

Privacy Act of 1974; System of 
Records 

AGENCY: Department of Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of a new Privacy Act 
System of Records: COMMERCE/ 
NOAA–19, Permits and Registrations for 
United States Federally Regulated 
Fisheries. 

SUMMARY: This notice announces the 
Department of Commerce’s 
(Department’s) proposal for a new 
system of records under the Privacy Act. 
NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) is creating a new 
system of records for permits and non- 
permit registrations for use with a 
variety of fisheries management 
programs. Information will be collected 
from individuals under the authority of 
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, the 
High Seas Fishing Compliance Act, the 
American Fisheries Act, the Tuna 
Conventions Act of 1950, the Atlantic 
Coastal Fisheries Cooperative 

Management Act, the Atlantic Tunas 
Convention Authorization Act, the 
Northern Pacific Halibut Act, the 
Antarctic Marine Living Resources 
Convention Act, International Fisheries 
Regulations regarding U.S. Vessels 
Fishing in Colombian Treaty Waters, 
and the Marine Mammal Protection Act. 
This new record system is necessary to 
identify participants in the fisheries and 
to evaluate the qualifications of the 
applicants. 

DATES: To be considered, written 
comments must be submitted on or 
before May 19, 2008. Unless comments 
are received, the new system of records 
will become effective as proposed on 
the date of publication of a subsequent 
notice in the Federal Register. 

ADDRESSES: Comments may be mailed 
to: Ted Hawes, Team Leader, Northeast 
Permits Team, NOAA’s National Marine 
Fisheries Service, Northeast Regional 
Office, One Blackburn Drive, 
Gloucester, MA 01930. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ted 
Hawes, Team Leader, Northeast Permits 
Team, NOAA’s National Marine 
Fisheries Service, Northeast Regional 
Office, One Blackburn Drive, 
Gloucester, MA 01930. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS is 
creating a new system of records for 
permit and non-permit registrations for 
use with a variety of fisheries 
management programs. NMFS requires 
the use of permits or registrations by 
participants in U.S. federally regulated 
fisheries. Information collections would 
be requested from individuals under the 
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act, the High Seas Fishing Compliance 
Act, the American Fisheries Act, the 
Atlantic Coastal Fisheries Cooperative 
Management Act, the Tuna Conventions 
Act of 1950, the Atlantic Tunas 
Convention Authorization Act, the 
Northern Pacific Halibut Act, the 
Antarctic Marine Living Resources 
Convention Act, and the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act. The collection 
of information is necessary to identify 
participants in these fisheries and to 
evaluate the qualifications of the 
applicants. NMFS would collect 
information from individuals in order to 
issue, renew, or transfer fishing permits 
or to make non-permit registrations. The 
authority for the mandatory collection 
of the Tax Identification Number 
(Employer Identification Number or 
Social Security Number) is the Debt 
Collection Improvement Act, 31 U.S.C. 
7701. 

COMMERCE/NOAA–19 

SYSTEM NAME: 
Permits and Registrations for United 

States Federally Regulated Fisheries. 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION: 
None. 

SYSTEM LOCATIONS: 
NMFS Northeast Region, One 

Blackburn Drive, Gloucester, MA 01930 
(includes Atlantic Highly Migratory 
Species (HMS) Tuna Dealer permits). 

NMFS Southeast Region, 263 13th 
Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701 
(includes Atlantic HMS International 
Trade Permit, shark and swordfish 
vessel permits, shark and swordfish 
dealer permits). 

NMFS Northwest Region, Sustainable 
Fisheries Division, 7600 Sand Point 
Way NE., Bldg. #1, Seattle, WA 98115. 

NMFS Southwest Region, 501 West 
Ocean Boulevard, Suite 4200, Long 
Beach, CA 90802. 

NMFS Southwest Fisheries Science 
Center, 8604 La Jolla Shores Drive, La 
Jolla, CA 92037 (Pacific Highly 
Migratory Species database only). 

NMFS Pacific Islands Region, 1601 
Kapiolani Boulevard, Suite 1110, 
Honolulu, HI 96814. 

NMFS Alaska Region, 709 West Ninth 
Street, Juneau, AK 99802–1668. 

NMFS Office of Science and 
Technology, 1315 East West Highway, 
12th Floor, Silver Spring, MD 20910 
(National Saltwater Angler Registry, 
High Seas Fishing Compliance Act, and 
Antarctic Marine Living Resources 
harvesting permit data). 

NMFS Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
P.O. Drawer 1207, Pascagoula, MS 
39567 (Antarctic Marine Living 
Resources import permit data). 

NMFS Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
1315 East West Highway, Room 13130, 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 (Atlantic HMS 
Tuna vessel permits, HMS Angling 
Permit, HMS Charter/headboat permits 
database). 

CATEGORIES OF INDIVIDUALS COVERED BY THE 
SYSTEM: 

Owners or holders of a permit or 
registration as recognized by NMFS, 
owner agents, vessel owners and/or 
operators. Individuals who apply for 
any permit, permit exception, permit 
exemption or regulation exemption, 
registration, dedicated access privilege 
or fishing quota share either initially, 
annually, or by transfer. Applicants 
seeking permission to fish in a manner 
that would otherwise be prohibited in 
order to conduct experimental fishing. 
Owners of processing facilities and/or 
fish dealers. Permit qualifiers (persons 
whose incomes are used for permit 
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qualification). Allocation assignees 
under a Southeast Region individual 
fishing quota. 

CATEGORIES OF RECORDS IN THE SYSTEM: 

THIS INFORMATION IS COLLECTED AND/OR 
MAINTAINED BY ALL REGIONS AND DIVISIONS: 

Current permit number, permit status 
information, type of application, name 
of applicant and of other individuals on 
application (vessel owner(s), owner’s 
agent, operator, dealer, corporation 
members), and position in company (if 
applicable), corporation name, date of 
incorporation and articles of 
incorporation (if applicable), date of 
birth, address, telephone numbers 
(business, cell and/or fax), U.S. Coast 
Guard Certificate of Documentation 
number or state vessel registration 
number and date of expiration, Vessel 
Monitoring System (VMS) activation 
certification, vessel name, vessel 
function, vessel characteristics (length, 
breadth, external markings, hull or 
superstructure color), gross and net 
tonnage, type of construction, fuel 
capacity and type, horsepower (engine, 
pump), type of product storage. The Tax 
Identification Number (TIN) (Employer 
Identification Number (EIN) or Social 
Security Number (SSN)) is required for 
all permits, under the authority of the 
Debt Collection Improvement Act 
(DCIA), 31 U.S.C. 7701. The primary 
purpose for requesting the TIN is for the 
collection and reporting on any 
delinquent amounts arising out of such 
person’s relationship with the 
government pursuant to the DCIA. 

It is required in subsection (c)(1) that 
each person doing business with NMFS 
is to furnish their taxpayer identifying 
number. For purposes of administering 
the various NMFS fisheries permit and 
registration programs, a person shall be 
considered to be doing business with a 
federal agency including but not limited 
to if the person is an applicant for, or 
recipient of, a federal license, permit, 
right-of-way, grant, or benefit payment 
administered by the agency or insurance 
administered by the agency pursuant to 
subsection (c)(2)(B) of the DCIA. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IS COLLECTED AND/OR 
MAINTAINED BY INDIVIDUAL REGIONS AND 
DIVISIONS: 

Northeast Region 

For transferable permits: Hair and eye 
color, height and weight, ID-sized 
photograph, medical records for 
resolution of permit dispute, 
enforcement actions, court and legal 
documents, and permit sanction notices 
filed by General Counsel, credit card 
and/or checking account numbers, 
cancelled checks, tax returns, internal 

permit number specific to each limited 
entry permit, baseline specifications on 
limited entry permit, country, captain’s 
license, State and Federal Dealer 
Numbers (if applicable), coast on which 
dealer does business, processing sector, 
facilities where fish received, vessel 
landing receipts and records, dealer 
purchase receipts, bills of sale, type of 
vessel registration, NMFS unique vessel 
ID, year vessel built, hailing port, 
hailing port state, principal port, 
principal state, vessel operations type 
(catching and/or processing: For at-sea 
processing permit), fish hold capacity, 
passenger capacity, VMS status, crew 
size, fishery type, fishery management 
plan and category, maximum days at 
sea, quota allocation and shares, 
regional fishery management 
organization, species or species code, 
type of gear, gear code and rank, buoy 
and trap/pot color, number of tags 
assigned to vessel, number of traps, 
dredge size and number. 

Southeast Region 
Fee payment information, business 

e-mail address, Web site, gender, hair 
and eye color, height and weight, ID- 
sized photograph, Dunn and Bradstreet 
Corporation Number, NMFS internal 
identification number, county, country, 
marriage certificate, divorce decree, 
death certificate, trust documents, 
probated will, enforcement actions, 
court and legal documents, and permit 
sanction notices filed by General 
Counsel, name of vessel permit 
applicant if not owner, and relationship 
to owner, type of vessel ownership, 
captain’s license, original permit, permit 
payment information, name of permit 
transferor and number of permit before 
transfer, permit and vessel sale price 
(for permit transfers), date of permit 
transfer signature, notarized sale and 
lease agreement with lease start and end 
dates if applicable, income or license 
qualifier for certain fisheries, Income 
Qualification Affidavit for income 
qualified fisheries, U.S. importer 
number, State and Federal Dealer 
Numbers (if applicable), plant name and 
operator, hull identification number, 
hailing port and hailing port state, year 
vessel built, location where vessel built, 
fish hold capacity, live well capacity, 
radio call sign, vessel communication 
types and numbers, crew size, passenger 
capacity, fishery type, quota shares, 
vessel landing receipts and records, bills 
of sale, processing facility where fish are 
received, gear type, species/gear 
endorsements, buoy/trap color code, 
number of traps, trap tag number series, 
trap dimensions, trap mesh size, 
designated fishing zone, aquaculture 
reports, site description, material 

deposited and harvested, value of 
material, Highly Migratory Species 
workshop certificate, informational 
telephone calls recorded with member 
of public’s knowledge, for customer 
service evaluation and constituent 
statement records. 

Atlantic Highly Migratory Species 
Business e-mail, Web site, Dunn and 

Bradstreet Corporation Number, 
percent/rank of ownership interest, 
lease start/end date, income or license 
qualifier for certain fisheries, U.S. 
Importer Number (dealers), State and 
Federal Dealer Numbers (if applicable), 
processing facility where fish are 
received, type of vessel registration, hull 
identification number, passenger 
capacity, crew size, hailing port, hailing 
port state, principal port, principal port 
state, fish hold capacity, year vessel 
built, fishery type, species or species 
code, type of fishing gear, gear code. 

Northwest Region 
Fee payment information, business e- 

mail address, NMFS internal 
identification number, ownership rank 
if applicable, permit payment 
information, credit card and/or checking 
account numbers, canceled checks, tax 
returns, divorce decree, marriage 
certificate, city and state where married, 
death certificate, probated will, trust 
documents, medical records for 
emergency transfer of certain permits 
only, enforcement actions, court and 
legal documents, and permit sanction 
notices filed by General Counsel, name 
of permit transferor and number of 
permit before transfer, period of permit 
lease, permit price, location where 
vessel built, fishery type, quota shares, 
species and gear endorsements, gear 
code, amount of landed fish or 
processed fish product, operation as 
mother ship with start and end date. 

Southwest Region 
Business e-mail address, applicant’s 

name and relationship to owner or 
owner manager if not owner or operator, 
country, Dunn and Bradstreet 
Corporation Number, other federal, state 
and commercial licenses held by 
operator, name of permit transferor and 
number of permit before transfer, type of 
vessel (commercial fishing, charter), 
vessel photograph, hull identification 
number, hailing port, hailing port state, 
principal port, principal port state, year 
vessel built, where vessel built, 
maximum vessel speed, fish hold 
capacity, processing equipment, 
passenger capacity, crew size, 
international radio call sign, Vessel 
Monitoring System (VMS) status, 
dolphin safety gear on board, previous 
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vessel flag, previous vessel name and 
effective dates, species/gear 
endorsements, fishery type, type of 
fishing gear, gear code, fishing status 
(active or inactive), intent to make 
intentional purse seine sets on marine 
mammals, date, location, and provider 
of most recent tuna purse seine marine 
mammal skipper workshop. 

Pacific Islands Region 
Photograph identification, 

citizenship, credit card and/or checking 
account numbers, cancelled checks, 
owner of checking account from which 
permit fees paid, enforcement actions, 
court and legal documents, and permit 
sanction notices filed by General 
Counsel, name of permit transferor and 
number of permit before transfer, 
International Maritime Organization 
number, NMFS vessel identification 
number, international radio call sign, 
year vessel built, location where vessel 
built, fishery type, percent of ownership 
interest, ownership and catch history as 
basis for exemption eligibility, days at 
sea allocations, quota shares, vessel 
landing receipts and records, dealer 
purchase receipts, bills of sale. 

Alaska Region 
Business e-mail address, country, 

NMFS internal identification number, 
citizenship, reference names, owner 
beneficiary, death certificate, marriage 
certificate, divorce decree, trust 
documents, probated will, medical 
information for emergency transfer of 
certain permits only, enforcement 
actions, court and legal documents, and 
permit sanction notices filed by General 
Counsel, credit card and/or bank 
account numbers, canceled checks, tax 
returns, name of Alaska Native tribe, 
community of residence, fishery 
community organization, community 
governing body contact person, 
nonprofit name, community represented 
by nonprofit, cooperative representative, 
percent of ownership interest, permit 
restrictions, quota type, names of other 
quota holders if affiliated with any 
cooperative member receiving quota 
against cap, names and relationship of 
permit transferor and transferee, transfer 
eligibility certificate, sector and region 
before transfer, relationship of transferor 
and transferee, reason for transfer, 
broker’s name and fee, lien information 
(if applicable), quota transfer costs, 
permit financing source, permit fee, 
sale/lease agreement, period of lease, 
agreement to return shares (if 
applicable), for crab rationalization: 
affidavit that right of first refusal 
contracts were signed, number of units 
and pounds of fish transferred, 
applicable dealer license numbers, 

processing plant name and 
identification, operation type and 
operator, type of vessel registration, 
State of Alaska registration number, 
NMFS vessel identification number, 
hull identification number, hailing port 
and hailing port state, numbers of 
existing permits if applicable to current 
application, documentation of loss or 
destruction of a vessel, list of vessels in 
a vessel cooperative, vessel operations 
type in terms of catching and/or 
processing, species/gear endorsements 
for fisheries requiring vessel monitoring 
systems, fishery type, species or species 
code, fishery management plan, days at 
sea allocations, quota shares, type of 
fishing gear, gear code, vessel landing 
receipts and records, bills of sale, 
delivery receipts, dealer purchase 
receipts, processing sector and facility 
where fish are received, statement from 
processor that there is a market for 
rockfish received from applicant for 
entry level harvester permit. 

High Seas Fishing Compliance Act 
Citizenship, internal identification 

number, percent/rank of ownership 
interest, hull identification number, 
vessel photograph, type of vessel 
registration, year vessel built, where 
vessel built, fish hold capacity, hailing 
port, hailing port state, crew size, 
international radio call sign, previous 
vessel flag, previous vessel name, 
fishery type, fishery management plan, 
regional fishery management 
organization, type of fishing gear, gear 
code. 

Antarctic Marine Living Resources 
Nationality, type of vessel 

(commercial fishing, charter), where 
vessel built, year vessel built, fish hold 
capacity, International Maritime 
Organization number (if issued), vessel 
communication types and serial 
numbers, details of tamper-proof VMS 
elements, ice classification, processing 
equipment, international radio call sign, 
foreign vessel flag, previous vessel flag, 
previous vessel name, permit number of 
supporting foreign vessel, crew size, 
species code, type of fishing gear, 
information on the known and 
anticipated impacts of bottom trawling 
gear on vulnerable marine ecosystems, 
and the products to be derived from an 
anticipated catch of krill. 

National Saltwater Angler Registry 
Program 

Name, TIN, address, telephone 
number, designation as owner or 
operator of for-hire vessel, vessel name 
and registration/documentation number 
and a statement of the region(s) in 
which the registrant fishes. 

AUTHORITIES FOR MAINTENANCE OF THE SYSTEM: 

Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, 16 
U.S.C. 1801 et seq. (Magnuson-Stevens 
Act); High Seas Fishing Compliance Act 
of 1995, 16 U.S.C. 5501 et seq; 
International Fisheries Regulations: 
Vessels of the United States Fishing in 
Colombian Treaty Waters: 50 CFR 
300.120; the American Fisheries Act, 
Title II, Public Law No. 105–277; the 
Atlantic Coastal Fisheries Cooperative 
Management Act of 1993, 16 U.S.C. 
5101–5108, as amended 1996; the Tuna 
Conventions Act of 1950, 16 U.S.C. 951– 
961; the Atlantic Tunas Convention 
Authorization Act, 16 U.S.C., Chapter 
16A; the Northern Pacific Halibut Act of 
1982, 16 U.S.C. 773 et seq. (Halibut 
Act), the Antarctic Marine Living 
Resources Convention Act of 1984, 16 
U.S.C. 2431–2444; the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act, 16 U.S.C. 1361; and the 
Debt Collection Improvement Act, 31 
U.S.C. 7701. 

PURPOSE(S): 

This information will allow NMFS to 
identify owners and holders of permits 
and non-permit registrations, identify 
vessel owners and operators, evaluate 
requests by applicants and current 
participants, or agency actions, related 
to the issuance, renewal, transfer, 
revocation, suspension or modification 
of a permit or registration. 

ROUTINE USES OF RECORDS MAINTAINED IN THE 
SYSTEM, INCLUDING CATEGORIES OF USERS AND 
THE PURPOSE OF SUCH USES: 

These records may be disclosed as 
follows. 

1. In the event that a system of records 
maintained by the Department to carry 
out its functions indicates a violation or 
potential violation of law or contract, 
whether civil, criminal or regulatory in 
nature and whether arising by general 
statute or particular program statute or 
contract, rule, regulation, or order 
issued pursuant thereto, or the necessity 
to protect an interest of the Department, 
the relevant records in the system of 
records may be referred to the 
appropriate agency, whether federal, 
state, local, or foreign, charged with the 
responsibility of investigating or 
prosecuting such violation or charged 
with enforcing or implementing the 
statute or contract, rule, regulation, or 
order issued pursuant thereto, or 
protecting the interest of the 
Department. 

2. A record from this system of 
records may be disclosed in the course 
of presenting evidence to a court, 
magistrate, or administrative tribunal, 
including disclosures to opposing 
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counsel in the course of settlement 
negotiations. 

3. A record in this system of records 
may be disclosed to a Member of 
Congress submitting a request involving 
an individual when the individual has 
requested assistance from the Member 
with respect to the subject matter of the 
record. 

4. A record in this system of records 
may be disclosed to the Department of 
Justice in connection with determining 
whether the Freedom of Information Act 
(5 U.S.C. 552) requires disclosure 
thereof. 

5. A record in this system will be 
disclosed to the Department of Treasury 
for the purpose of reporting and 
recouping delinquent debts owed the 
United States pursuant to the Debt 
Collection Improvement Act of 1996. 

6. A record in this system may be 
disclosed to the Department of 
Homeland Security for the purpose of 
determining the admissibility of certain 
seafood imports into the United States. 

7. A record in this system of records 
may be disclosed to a contractor of the 
Department having need for the 
information in the performance of the 
contract but not operating a system of 
records within the meaning of 5 U.S.C. 
552a(m). 

8. A record in this system of records 
may be disclosed to approved persons at 
the state or interstate level within the 
applicable Marine Fisheries 
Commission for the purpose of co- 
managing a fishery or for making 
determinations about eligibility for 
permits when state data are all or part 
of the basis for the permits. 

9. A record in this system of records 
may be disclosed to the applicable 
Fishery Management Council (Council) 
staff and contractors tasked with the 
development of analyses to support 
Council decisions about Fishery 
Management Programs. 

10. A record in this system of records 
may be disclosed to the applicable 
NMFS Observer Program for purpose of 
identifying current permit owners and 
vessels and making a random 
assignment of observers to vessels in a 
given fishing season. 

11. A record in this system of records 
may be disclosed to the applicable 
Regional or International Fisheries 
Management Body for the purpose of 
identifying current permit owners and 
vessels pursuant to applicable statutes 
or regulations and/or conservation and 
management measures adopted by a 
Regional or International Fisheries 
Management Body, such as: the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations, Commission for the 
Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living 

Resources, Inter-American Tropical 
Tuna Commission, International Pacific 
Halibut Commission, and International 
Commission for the Conservation of 
Atlantic Tunas. 

12. A record in this system of records 
may be disclosed to appropriate 
agencies, entities, and persons when: (1) 
It is suspected or confirmed that the 
security or confidentiality of 
information in the system of records has 
been compromised; (2) the Department 
has determined that, as a result of the 
suspected or confirmed compromise, 
there is a risk of harm to economic or 
property interests, identity theft or 
fraud, or harm to the security or 
integrity of this system or other systems 
or programs (whether maintained by the 
Department or another agency or entity) 
that rely upon the compromised 
information; and (3) the disclosure 
made to such agencies, entities, and 
persons is reasonably necessary to assist 
in connection with the Department’s 
efforts to respond to the suspected or 
confirmed compromise and prevent, 
minimize, or remedy such harm. 

DISCLOSURE TO CONSUMER REPORTING 
AGENCIES: 

Disclosure to consumer reporting 
agencies pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
552a(b)(12) may be made from this 
system to ‘‘consumer reporting 
agencies’’ as defined in the Fair Credit 
Reporting Act (15 U.S.C. 1681a(f)) and 
the Federal Claims Collection Act of 
1966 (31 U.S.C. 3701(a)(3)). 

POLICIES AND PRACTICES FOR STORING, 
RETRIEVING, ACCESSING, RETAINING AND 
DISPOSING OF RECORDS IN THE SYSTEM: 

STORAGE: 
Computerized database; CDs; paper 

records stored in file folders in locked 
metal cabinets and/or locked rooms. 

RETRIEVABILITY: 

Records are organized and retrieved 
by NMFS internal identification 
number, name of entity, permit number, 
vessel name or identification number, or 
plant name. Records can be accessed by 
any file element or any combination 
thereof. 

SAFEGUARDS: 

The system of records is stored in a 
building with doors that are locked 
during and after business hours. Visitors 
to the facility must register with security 
guards and must be accompanied by 
federal personnel at all times. Records 
are stored in a locked room and/or a 
locked file cabinet. Electronic records 
containing Privacy Act information are 
protected by a user identification/ 
password. The user identification/ 

password is issued to individuals as 
authorized by authorized personnel. 

All electronic information 
disseminated by NOAA adheres to the 
standards set out in Appendix III, 
Security of Automated Information 
Resources, OMB Circular A–130; the 
Computer Security Act (15 U.S.C. 278g– 
3 and 278g–4); and the Government 
Information Security Reform Act, Public 
Law 106–398; and follows NIST SP 
800–18, Guide for Developing Security 
Plans for Federal Information Systems; 
NIST SP 800–26, Security Self- 
Assessment Guide for Information 
Technology Systems; and NIST SP 800– 
53, Recommended Security Controls for 
Federal Information Systems. 

RETENTION AND DISPOSAL: 
All records are retained and disposed 

of in accordance with National Archive 
and Records Administration regulations 
(36 CFR Chapter XII, Subchapter B— 
Records Management); Departmental 
directives and comprehensive records 
schedules; NOAA Administrative Order 
205–01; and the NMFS Records 
Disposition Schedule, Chapter 1500. 

SYSTEM MANAGER(S) AND ADDRESSES: 
Division Chief, Fisheries Statistics 

Office, NMFS Northeast Region, NMFS 
Northeast Region, One Blackburn Drive, 
Gloucester, MA 01930. 

Assistant Regional Administrator for 
Operations, Management, and 
Information Services, NMFS Southeast 
Region, 263 13th Avenue South, St. 
Petersburg, FL 33701. 

Permit Team Leader, NMFS 
Northwest Region, Sustainable Fisheries 
Division, 7600 Sand Point Way NE., 
Bldg. #1, Seattle, WA 98115. 

Assistant Regional Administrator and 
Tuna Dolphin Policy Analyst, NMFS 
Southwest Region, 501 West Ocean 
Boulevard, Suite 4200, Long Beach, CA 
90802. 

Information/Permit Specialist, 
Sustainable Fisheries Division, NMFS 
Pacific Islands Region, 1601 Kapiolani 
Boulevard, Suite 1110, Honolulu, HI 
96814. 

Regional Administrator, NMFS Alaska 
Region, 709 West Ninth Street, Juneau, 
AK 99801. 

High Seas Fishing Compliance Act: 
Fishery Management Specialist, Office 
of International Affairs (F/IA), NMFS, 
1315 East-West Highway, Room 12604, 
Silver Spring, MD 20910. 

AMLR harvesting permits: Foreign 
Affairs Specialist for International 
Science, NMFS Office of Science and 
Technology, 1315 East-West Highway, 
Room 12350, Silver Spring, MD 20910. 

AMLR dealer permits: Import Control 
Officer, NMFS Office of Sustainable 
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Fisheries, P.O. Drawer 1207, Pascagoula, 
MS 39567. 

National Saltwater Angler Registry: 
Fish Biologist, Office of Science and 
Technology, Fisheries Statistics 
Division NMFS, 1315 East-West 
Highway, Room 12423, Silver Spring, 
MD 20910. 

NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE: 

Individuals seeking to determine 
whether information about themselves 
is contained in this system should 
address written inquiries to the national 
or regional Privacy Act Officer: 

Privacy Act Officer, NOAA, 1315 
East-West Highway, Room 10641, Silver 
Spring, MD 20910. 

Privacy Act Officer, NMFS, 1315 East- 
West Highway, Room 13706, Silver 
Spring, MD 20910. 

Privacy Act Officer, NMFS Northeast 
Region, One Blackburn Drive, 
Gloucester, MA 01930. 

Privacy Act Officer, NMFS Southeast 
Region, 263 13th Avenue South, St. 
Petersburg, FL 33701. 

Privacy Act Officer, NMFS Northwest 
Region, 7600 Sand Point Way NE., Bldg. 
#1, Seattle, WA 98115. 

Privacy Act Officer, NMFS Southwest 
Region, 501 West Ocean Boulevard, 
Suite 4200, Long Beach, CA 90802. 

Privacy Act Officer, NMFS Pacific 
Islands Region, 1601 Kapiolani 
Boulevard, Suite 1110, Honolulu, HI 
96814. 

Privacy Act Officer, NMFS Alaska 
Region, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK 
99802, or delivered to the Federal 
Building, 709 West 9th Street, Juneau, 
AK 99801. 

Written requests must be signed by 
the requesting individual. Requestor 
must make the request in writing and 
provide his/her name, address, and date 
of the request and record sought. All 
such requests must comply with the 
inquiry provisions of the Department’s 
Privacy Act rules which appear at 15 
CFR part 4, Appendix A. 

RECORD ACCESS PROCEDURES: 

Requests for access to records 
maintained in this system of records 
should be addressed to the same address 
given in the Notification section above. 
Note: Complete records for jointly 
owned permits are made accessible to 
each owner upon his/her request. 

CONTESTING RECORD PROCEDURES: 

The Department’s rules for access, for 
contesting contents, and appealing 
initial determinations by the individual 
concerned are provided for in 15 CFR 
part 4, Appendix A. 

RECORD SOURCE CATEGORIES: 
Information in this system will be 

collected from individuals applying for 
a permit or registration or from an entity 
supplying related documentation 
regarding an application, permit, or 
registration. 

EXEMPTION CLAIMS FOR SYSTEM: 

None. 
Dated: April 11, 2008. 

Brenda Dolan, 
Department of Commerce, Freedom of 
Information/Privacy Act Officer. 
[FR Doc. E8–8257 Filed 4–16–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XH25 

Taking and Importing Marine 
Mammals; Navy Training and 
Research, Development, Testing, and 
Evaluation Activities Conducted Within 
the Southern California Range 
Complex 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; receipt of application for 
letter of authorization; request for 
comments and information. 

SUMMARY: NMFS has received a request 
from the U.S. Navy (Navy) for 
authorization to take marine mammals 
incidental to military readiness training 
events and research, development, 
testing and evaluation (RDT&E) to be 
conducted in the Southern California 
Range Complex (SOCAL) for the period 
beginning January 2009 and ending 
January 2014. Pursuant to the 
implementing regulations of the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), NMFS 
is announcing our receipt of the Navy’s 
request for the development and 
implementation of regulations 
governing the incidental taking of 
marine mammals and inviting 
information, suggestions, and comments 
on the Navy’s application and request. 
DATES: Comments and information must 
be received no later than May 19, 2008. 
ADDRESSES: Comments on the 
application should be addressed to 
Michael Payne, Chief, Permits, 
Conservation and Education Division, 
Office of Protected Resources, National 
Marine Fisheries Service, 1315 East- 
West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 
20910–3225. The mailbox address for 

providing email comments is 
PR1.050107L@noaa.gov. NMFS is not 
responsible for e-mail comments sent to 
addresses other than the one provided 
here. Comments sent via e-mail, 
including all attachments, must not 
exceed a 10–megabyte file size. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jolie 
Harrison, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, (301) 713–2289, ext. 166. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Availability 

A copy of the Navy’s application may 
be obtained by writing to the address 
specified above (See ADDRESSES), 
telephoning the contact listed above (see 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT), or 
visiting the internet at: http:// 
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/ 
incidental.htm. The Navy’s Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) 
for SOCAL was made available to the 
public on April 4, 2008, and may be 
viewed at http:// 
www.socalrangecomplexeis.com/. 
Because NMFS is participating as a 
cooperating agency in the development 
of the Navy’s DEIS for SOCAL, NMFS 
staff will be present at the associated 
public meetings and prepared to discuss 
NMFS’ participation in the development 
of the EIS as well as the MMPA process 
for the issuance of incidental take 
authorizations. The dates and times of 
the public meetings may be viewed at: 
http://www.socalrangecomplexeis.com/. 

Background 

In the case of military readiness 
activities, sections 101(a)(5)(A) and (D) 
of the MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) 
direct the Secretary of Commerce 
(Secretary) to allow, upon request, the 
incidental, but not intentional taking of 
marine mammals by U.S. citizens who 
engage in a specified activity (other than 
commercial fishing) if certain findings 
are made and regulations are issued or, 
if the taking is limited to harassment, 
notice of a proposed authorization is 
provided to the public for review. 

Authorization for incidental takings 
may be granted if NMFS finds that the 
taking will have no more than a 
negligible impact on the species or 
stock(s), will not have an unmitigable 
adverse impact on the availability of the 
species or stock(s) for subsistence uses, 
and that the permissible methods of 
taking and requirements pertaining to 
the mitigation, monitoring and reporting 
of such taking are set forth. 

NMFS has defined ‘‘negligible 
impact’’ in 50 CFR 216.103 as: 

an impact resulting from the specified 
activity that cannot be reasonably expected 
to, and is not reasonably likely to, adversely 
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administrative review, including the 
results of its analysis of arguments made 
in any case or rebuttal briefs. 

These preliminary results of review 
are issued and published in accordance 
with sections 751(a)(1) and 777(i)(1) of 
the Act and 19 CFR 351.221(b)(4). 

Dated: December 31, 2007. 
Susan H. Kuhbach, 
Acting Assistant Secretary for Import 
Administration. 
[FR Doc. E8–179 Filed 1–8–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–DS–S 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

International Trade Administration 

[C–423–809] 

Stainless Steel Plate in Coils from 
Belgium: Extension of Time Limit for 
Preliminary Results of Countervailing 
Duty Administrative Review 

AGENCY: Import Administration, 
International Trade Administration, 
Department of Commerce. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: January 9, 2008. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
David Layton at (202) 482–0371 or 
David Neubacher at (202) 482–5823; 
AD/CVD Operations, Office 1, Import 
Administration, International Trade 
Administration, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, 14th Street and Constitution 
Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20230. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

On June 29, 2007, the Department 
published a notice of initiation of 
administrative review of the 
countervailing duty order on Stainless 
Steel Plate in Coils from Belgium, 
covering the period January 1, 2006, 
through December 31, 2006. See 
Initiation of Antidumping and 
Countervailing Duty Administrative 
Reviews, Request for Revocation in Part 
and Deferral of Administrative Review, 
72 FR 35690 (June 29, 2007). 

Statutory Time Limits 

Section 751(a)(3)(A) of the Tariff Act 
of 1930, as amended (‘‘the Act’’), 
requires the Department of Commerce 
(‘‘the Department’’) to issue the 
preliminary results of an administrative 
review within 245 days after the last day 
of the anniversary month of an order for 
which a review is requested and the 
final results of review within 120 days 
after the date on which the preliminary 
results are published. If it is not 
practicable to complete the review 
within the time period, section 
751(a)(3)(A) of the Act allows the 

Department to extend these deadlines to 
a maximum of 365 days and 180 days, 
respectively. 

Extension of Time Limits for 
Preliminary Results 

This administrative review is 
extraordinarily complicated due to the 
nature of the countervailable subsidy 
practices and the fact that we have not 
conducted an administrative review of 
the countervailing duty order on 
stainless steel plate in coils from 
Belgium since 2001. Because the 
Department requires additional time to 
review, analyze, and possibly verify the 
information, and to issue supplemental 
questionnaires, it is not practicable to 
complete this review within the 
originally anticipated time limit (i.e., by 
January 31, 2008). Therefore, the 
Department is extending the time limit 
for completion of the preliminary 
results to not later than May 30, 2008, 
in accordance with section 751(a)(3)(A) 
of the Act. 

We are issuing and publishing this 
notice in accordance with sections 
751(a)(1) and 777(i)(1) of the Act. 

Dated: January 3, 2008. 
Stephen J. Claeys, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Import 
Administration. 
[FR Doc. E8–180 Filed 1–8–08; 8:45 am] 
Billing Code: 3510–DS–S 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; High Seas Fishing 
Permit Application Information 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before March 10, 2008. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov). 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Robert Dickinson, (301) 713– 
2276 or Bob.Dickinson@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
U.S. vessels that fish on the high seas 

(waters beyond the U.S. exclusive 
economic zone) are required to possess 
a permit issued under the High Seas 
Fishing Compliance Act. Applicants 
must submit information to identify 
their vessels and intended fishing areas. 
The application information is used to 
process applications and to maintain a 
register of vessels authorized to fish on 
the high seas. 

II. Method of Collection 
Paper forms must be mailed to NOAA. 

III. Data 
OMB Control Number: 0648–0304. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission. 
Affected Public: Business or other for- 

profit organizations. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

200. 
Estimated Time per Response: 30 

minutes. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 100. 
Estimated Total Annual Cost to 

Public: $10,000. 

IV. Request for Comments 
Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 

the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: January 4, 2008. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. E8–166 Filed 1–8–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 
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