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SUPPORTING STATEMENT  
EMERGENCY BEACON REGISTRATIONS  

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0295 
 
 

A. JUSTIFICATION  
 
1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. 
 
The United States, Canada, France and Russia operate the Search and Rescue Satellite-Aided Tracking 
(COSPAS*/SARSAT), a satellite system with equipment that can detect and locate ships, aircraft and 
individuals in distress if an emergency radio beacon is being carried.  This system is used to detect both 
analog, 121.5/243 MHZ, and digitally encoded signals in the 406.010-406.100 MHz range, coming 
from these emergency beacons.  The 121.500/243 MHz signals are virtually indistinguishable from one 
beacon to the next, but the 406.010-406.100 MHz beacons transmit a unique identifier, making possible 
the ability to combine previously collected data associated with that beacon and transmit this vital data 
along with the beacon’s position to the appropriate rescue coordination center.  
 
Persons buying 406.010-406.100 MHz emergency radio beacons are required to register them with 
NOAA prior to installation. These requirements are contained in Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) regulations at 47 CFR 80.1061, 47 CFR 87.199 and 47 CFR 95.1402.  
 
The registration data is used to facilitate a rescue and to suppress the costly consequences of false 
alarms, which if unsuppressed would initiate the launch of a rescue mission and thereby deplete 
limited resources and possibly result in the loss of lives.  This is accomplished through the use of the 
data provided to the rescue forces from the data base maintained by the NOAA’s United States 
Mission Control Center (USMCC) for Search and Rescue, to verify via a phone call or radio broadcast 
to the “distressed” element or an alternate party provided in the registration data. Other data provides 
rescuers with descriptive material of the element in distress. The registration information must be kept 
up-to-date.  Vessel and aircraft owners must notify NOAA if the vessel, aircraft, or beacon changes 
ownership.  
 
Four registration forms are used. The EPIRB (Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon) form is 
used for nautical beacons. The ELT (Emergency Locator Transmitter) form is used for aircraft beacons. 
The PLB (Personal Locator Beacon) is used to register portable beacons carried by individuals. Ship 
Security Alerting System (SSAS) beacons are carried aboard ships, are similar to EPIRBs and are used 
in the event of an emergency situation such as piracy or terrorism.    
 
2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be used.  
 
The information is required prior to the date the beacon is expected to be put in service.  The 
information will be entered into the data base within 48 hours of receipt.  Verification of the  

*Cosmicheskaya Systyema Poiska Aariynyich Sudov, which loosely translates into:  “The Space 
System for the Search of Vessels in Distress”. 
 
 

http://www.gpoaccess.gov/cfr/
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/cfr/
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/cfr/


information is required on a two (2) year recurring cycle or until the beacon is reported to have been  
removed from service and deactivated. Currently, approximately 195, 500 registrations are active, 
including approximately 35,000 new registrations in the past year, and the same number of new 
registrations is expected in each of the next three years. 
 
Each entry is intended to provide rescue forces with information to assist them to either avoid the 
launch of a rescue mission, as in the case of an unintended beacon activation, sometimes referred to as 
a false alert, or rapidly and efficiently execute a rescue, whether it be on land or sea. In the case of the 
PLB, some rather specific questions are asked concerning whether the person plans to use the beacon, 
while hunting, fishing, or hiking. This information also helps an emergency team to know what to 
look for in an emergency: someone in the mountains hunting, hurt on a trail, near a stream or lake, etc.  
 
3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of 
information technology.  
 
Respondents may either: 1) obtain the forms electronically via the Internet at 
https://beaconregistration.noaa.gov, download, complete, sign and mail or fax or 2) register directly on 
the website, in which case the signature requirement is waived. 
 
4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.  
 
The beacons, for which the FCC has mandated registration with NOAA, are essentially specialized 
radio transmitters.  The information, as collected from the operators of these transmitters, does not exist 
in its entirety anywhere else but in the NOAA data base maintained by the USMCC. Purchasers are not 
required by law to complete a beacon manufacturer’s owner warranty registration and such 
registrations, in any case, would not include all purchasers nor necessarily all the vital information 
required in the mandated registration.   
 
5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe the 
methods used to minimize burden.  
 
The collection will not have a significant impact on small entities such as a small businesses, 
organizations, or government bodies.   
 
6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is not 
conducted or is conducted less frequently.  
 
The consequences of not having the information could delay the rescue of individuals in danger. 
Rescues that are delayed could result in the loss of lives. The information provided in the registration 
forms allow rescue center personnel to rapidly sort out the true or most likely true emergency 
situations from the non-emergency activations and respond accordingly.  
 
7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.  
 
This collection is consistent with OMB guidelines.  



 
8. Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the 
information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments received in 
response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those 
comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their views on 
the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and recordkeeping, 
disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be recorded, disclosed, or 
reported.  
 
A Federal Register Notice, published on October 25, 2007, solicited public comment on this 
renewal.  No comments were received.  
 
Meetings are held on an annual basis, or more frequently if needed, with the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) 
and the U.S. Air Force (USAF) and the beacon manufacturers, in order to ensure all parties’ awareness 
of, or agreement to, program or product changes.  
 
9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees.  
 
No payments or gifts are made.  
 
10.  Describe any assurance or confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.  
 
No assurance of confidentiality is provided to respondents. 
 
11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual 
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered private.  
 
No sensitive questions are asked.  
 
12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.  
 
The number of annually anticipated new respondents is 35,000. Currently there are 195,020 
registrations (including 35,000 new ones in the past year). With renewal required every two years, 
we expect half (97,510) of the currently registered entities to renew in the next three years. Thus, 
each year we estimate 132,510 (97,510 + 35,000) registrations.  
 
The average response time per registration is 15 minutes or less.  The total annual response time 
estimated is 33,125 hours (132,510 x 15 minutes/60 minutes).  

 
The estimate is based on the time it would take to enter readily available information such as name,  
address, telephone number, radio call sign, type of vessel/aircraft, etc.   
 
 
 
 



13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-keepers 
resulting from the collection.  
 
The annualized cost to respondents is $20,102 for postage. Sixty-three per cent of respondents are 
estimated to submit registration forms electronically. The remaining thirty-seven per cent (49,029) mail 
or fax the forms, with the average estimated cost of $0.41. The overall average cost per response, 
including on line submissions, would be $0.15. 
 
14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.  
 
The annualized cost to the Federal government is $246,700:                      

Data entry and mail handling: $200,000 
Mailing envelopes: $4,800 
Postage:  $40,700 
Hardware and expendables: $1,200. 

 
15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or 14 of 
the OMB 83-I.  
 
Previously, 20,000 responses and respondents were counted in the calculations for this collection of 
information. Those were new responses only – the person calculating the burden did not include 
renewal of existing registrations. Based on increased activity, we are now estimating an additional 
15,000 registrations per year, and also including the renewal registrations. Thus, of the 112,510 
response increase, 15,000 is due to increased activity, and 97,510 is based on renewals of current 
registrations, not counted previously. Hours have increased in proportion to the additional responses: an 
additional 28,125. 
 
Miscellaneous costs have increased overall due to increased responses counted, but also, a greater 
percentage of registrations are on line. In the previous submission, costs were based on the 20,000 new 
registrations only, and fifty per cent of those (10,000) were submitted on line. The average cost per the 
10,000 was $0.80 (calculations not shown), and thus, averaged over all responses, $0.40. Of the 
132,510 annual submissions (new and renewing) now estimated, sixty-three are submitted on line, 
leaving thirty-seven per cent (49,029) paying postage or fax costs. We are assuming an average cost of 
$0.41 per each of the 49,029, or an average over the 132,510 responses of $0.15. The difference 
between the currently estimated total cost of $20,102 and $8,000 is due to: 1) A total increase in mailed 
or faxed registrations, from 10,000 to 49,029 and 2) to an adjusted average cost for mailed or faxed 
registrations, from $0.80 to $0.41. The additional 39,029 mailed or faxed registrations at the previously 
estimated cost of $0.80 would have increased the total cost by $31,223. However, decreasing the 
average cost to $0.41 balanced this increase by a decrease of $19,085 , leaving a net increase of 
$12,138. 
 
16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and 
publication.  
 
There is no intention to publicly disseminate or publish the information collected.  The sole intended 
purpose for collecting the information is to assist rescue forces to efficiently and effectively carry out 
their life saving mission.  



 
17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.  
 
N/A.  
 
18. Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the OMB 83-
I.  
 
There are no exceptions.  
 
B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS  
This collection does not employ statistical methods.  



Official 406 MHz ELT Registration Form

Telephone

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

Area Code

Area Code

Area Code

Area Code

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Telephone

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

Area Code

Area Code

Area Code

Area Code

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Beacon ID (Unique Identifier Number)
ELT Information

(15 digit character ID provided by ELT manufacturer)

ELT Manufacturer ________________________________ Model No. ___________________________________________

EPIRB InformationELT Registration
New ELT Registration Replacement of ELT Decal
Renewal of ELT Registration Check here if this ELT is a replacement for a previously registered ELT. 
Change of ELT Information or Ownership Please enter the old ELT unique ID number ______________________

Aircraft Information

Emergency Contact Information (Please indicate someone other than the owner)

Name of Primary 24-Hour Emergency Contact: Name of Alternate 24-Hour Emergency Contact: 

__________________________________________________ ________________________________________________

If you have any questions about this form or with ELT registration in general, please call 1-888-212-SAVE (7283) or 301-817-4515. 
For information on the U.S. Search & Rescue Satellite-Aided Tracking system, please visit: www.sarsat.noaa.gov

OMB Auth. (0648-0295) Expires: 31JAN2008

Owner/Operator Information
Name______________________________________________

Mailing Address______________________________________

___________________________________________________

City  _____________________ State/Province _____________

ZIP (Postal) Code __________  Country ___________________

(Last, First, Middle Initial)
E-mail ___________________________________________

Registration (Tail) Number__________________________
Usage

Commercial Non-commercial 
Government Military Government Non-military 

Type
Single-engine Propeller      Single-engine Jet      Multi-engine Propeller

Multi-engine Jet      Helicopter      Other _________________________

Aircraft Manufacturer ______________________________
Model ___________________Color __________________ 
Seating Capacity _________________________________

Radio Equipment (Check all that apply)
VHF         MF           HF           SSB         Other ___________________

Survival Equipment
Deployable _____________________________________

Fixed __________________________________________

Principal Airport __________________________________
________________________  ________________________

Additional Data ___________________________________
________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Telephone

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

Area Code

Area Code

Area Code

Area Code

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Signature __________________________________________     Date ____________________________________________

Mail or Fax to:
NOAA/SARSAT
NSOF, E/SP3
4231 Suitland Road

       Suitland, MD 20746

Fax No. 301-817-4565

Describe and List Quantity

Describe and List Quantity

Save Time! Register your beacon online at: www.beaconregistration.noaa.gov

City State



Important Notice - Please Read Before Completing Registration

Registration is an important facet for all Cospas-Sarsat 406 MHz emergency beacons. Not only is it required by Federal
Regulations but the information you furnish is used by Search And Rescue (SAR) agencies in the event of beacon
activation. The registration information is an important tool to assist the United States Coast Guard, United States Air
Force, and other SAR agencies in locating and quickly responding to you, your vessel, or your aircraft. Failure to register 
your beacon may delay a rescue response. Accurate, up-to-date registration information will also be used to conserve 
resources by helping to eliminate false alert deployments, as an inadvertent activation can be resolved with a phone call.

There is no charge for beacon registration. This is a service provided by the U.S. National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

All online registrations will be entered into the National 406 MHz Beacon Registration Database on the same day of entry. 
Registration forms received via postal mail will be entered within 2 business days of receipt. For online registrations, a 
confirmation letter with your completed registration information form will be sent immediately via e-mail or fax (if provided). 
Confirmation letters sent via postal mail should arrive within two weeks. Once your registration confirmation is received, 
please review all information. Any changes or updates to your registration information can be done via the internet, fax, 
e-mail or postal mail. If you do not receive your registration confirmation from NOAA on the same day you submit it over 
the internet or within two weeks if you submit it by postal mail, please call NOAA toll-free at: 1-888-212-SAVE (7283) or 
301-817-4515 for assistance.

After initial registration (or re-registration) you will receive a NOAA Proof of Registration Decal by postal mail. This decal is 
to be affixed to the beacon and should be placed in such a way that it is clearly visible. If for some reason you do not 
receive the registration decal within two weeks, please call NOAA toll-free at: 1-888-212-SAVE (7283) or 301-817-4515.

Failure to register, re-register (as required every two years), or to notify NOAA of any changes to the status of your
406 MHz beacon could result in penalties and/or fines being issued under Federal Law. The owner or user of the beacon is 
required to notify NOAA of any changes to the registration information at any time. By submitting this registration the owner, 
operator, or legally authorized agent declares under penalty of law that all information in the registration information is true, 
accurate, and complete. Providing information that is knowingly false or inaccurate may be punishable under Federal 
Statutes. Solicitation of this information is authorized by Title 47 - Parts 80, 87, and 95 of the U.S. Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR). Additional registration forms can be found on the NOAA-SARSAT website at: www.sarsat.noaa.gov or 
at: www.beaconregistration.noaa.gov.

Please note, NOAA will complement or update your registration information accordingly if your registration has expired
and credible information is provided from SAR sources. NOAA will also seek information from other databases to update 
and/or complement the existing information for an expired beacon registration.  Although the information provided will 
become a matter of public record, there is no intent to circulate beyond its intended purpose, i.e., to assist SAR agencies in 
carrying out their mission. Public reporting burden for the collection of this information is estimated to average 15 minutes 
per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, and completing and reviewing 
the collection of information. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any 
person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. Comments regarding this 
burden or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden should be sent to:

NOAA/SARSAT
NSOF, E/SP3
4231 Suitland Road
Suitland, MD 20746

Or call: 1-888-212-SAVE (7283) or 301-817-4515

Finally, false alerts remain a chief concern for SAR agencies. We ask that you carefully refer to the beacon’s user manual 
for instructions on properly operating, installing, testing, performing required maintenance, and/or stowage of your beacon. 
We find that these are important factors in reducing the number of false alerts. Please use the utmost care at all times!



Telephone

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

Area Code

Area Code

Area Code

Area Code

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Telephone

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

Area Code

Area Code

Area Code

Area Code

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Telephone

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

Area Code

Area Code

Area Code

Area Code

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Owner/Operator Information
Name______________________________________________

Mailing Address ______________________________________

___________________________________________________

City  _____________________ State/Province _____________

ZIP (Postal) Code __________  Country ___________________

E-mail ______________________________________________

(Last, First, Middle Initial)

Official 406 MHz EPIRB Registration Form

Category I (Automatic Deployment)
Category II (Manual Deployment)

EPIRB Information Beacon ID (Unique Identifier Number)

(15 digit character ID provided by EPIRB manufacturer)

Vessel Information

Mail or Fax to:
NOAA/SARSAT

NSOF, E/SP3
4231 Suitland Road

       Suitland, MD 20746

Fax No. 301-817-4565

If you have any questions about this form or with EPIRB registration in general, please call 1-888-212-SAVE (7283) or 301-817-4515. 
For information on the U.S. Search & Rescue Satellite-Aided Tracking system, please visit: www.sarsat.noaa.gov

EPIRB InformationEPIRB Registration
New EPIRB Registration Replacement of EPIRB Decal
Renewal of EPIRB Registration Check here if this EPIRB is a replacement for a previously registered EPIRB. 
Change of EPIRB Information or Ownership Please enter the old EPIRB unique ID number ________________________

Crew and Passengers

Marina/Dock

Usage: Commercial Non-commercial 
Government Military Government Non-military

Type
Sail: Number of Masts ____________________
Power:   Fishing        Tug        Cargo        Tanker        Pleasure Craft

Other ____________________ 

Non-power:      Life Boat       Life Raft      Other__________________

Vessel Name _____________________________________ 
Vessel Color____________

Survival Craft(s) on Vessel:  Life Boat _____  Life Raft _____

Is your EPIRB equipped with a Simplified Voyage 
Data Recorder (SVDR)?

Radio Equipment (Check all that apply)
VHF         MF           HF           SSB         Other ___________________

Vessel Telephone Numbers
Radio Call Sign ______________INMARSAT _____________________ 
Cellular ____________________ MMSI Number ___________________

Federal / State Registration Number __________________

Length Overall (ft) ____________Capacity _____________

Homeport ________________________________________

________________________  ________________________

Additional Data ___________________________________

_________________________________________________

No. of
City State

Emergency Contact Information (Please indicate someone other than the owner)

Name of Primary 24-Hour Emergency Contact: Name of Alternate 24-Hour Emergency Contact: 
__________________________________________________ ________________________________________________

EPIRB Manufacturer __________________________________
Model No. ________________________________________

Signature __________________________________________ Date ____________________________________________

Save Time! Register your beacon online at: www.beaconregistration.noaa.gov

No. of

Yes No

OMB Auth. (0648-0295) Expires: 31JAN2008



Important Notice - Please Read Before Completing Registration

Registration is an important facet for all Cospas-Sarsat 406 MHz emergency beacons. Not only is it required by Federal
Regulations but the information you furnish is used by Search And Rescue (SAR) agencies in the event of beacon
activation. The registration information is an important tool to assist the United States Coast Guard, United States Air
Force, and other SAR agencies in locating and quickly responding to you, your vessel, or your aircraft. Failure to register 
your beacon may delay a rescue response. Accurate, up-to-date registration information will also be used to conserve 
resources by helping to eliminate false alert deployments, as an inadvertent activation can be resolved with a phone call.

There is no charge for beacon registration. This is a service provided by the U.S. National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

All online registrations will be entered into the National 406 MHz Beacon Registration Database on the same day of entry. 
Registration forms received via postal mail will be entered within 2 business days of receipt. For online registrations, a 
confirmation letter with your completed registration information form will be sent immediately via e-mail or fax (if provided). 
Confirmation letters sent via postal mail should arrive within two weeks. Once your registration confirmation is received, 
please review all information. Any changes or updates to your registration information can be done via the internet, fax, 
e-mail or postal mail. If you do not receive your registration confirmation from NOAA on the same day you submit it over 
the internet or within two weeks if you submit it by postal mail, please call NOAA toll-free at: 1-888-212-SAVE (7283) or 
301-817-4515 for assistance.

After initial registration (or re-registration) you will receive a NOAA Proof of Registration Decal by postal mail. This decal is 
to be affixed to the beacon and should be placed in such a way that it is clearly visible. If for some reason you do not 
receive the registration decal within two weeks, please call NOAA toll-free at: 1-888-212-SAVE (7283) or 301-817-4515.

Failure to register, re-register (as required every two years), or to notify NOAA of any changes to the status of your
406 MHz beacon could result in penalties and/or fines being issued under Federal Law. The owner or user of the beacon is 
required to notify NOAA of any changes to the registration information at any time. By submitting this registration the owner, 
operator, or legally authorized agent declares under penalty of law that all information in the registration information is true, 
accurate, and complete. Providing information that is knowingly false or inaccurate may be punishable under Federal 
Statutes. Solicitation of this information is authorized by Title 47 - Parts 80, 87, and 95 of the U.S. Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR). Additional registration forms can be found on the NOAA-SARSAT website at: www.sarsat.noaa.gov or 
at: www.beaconregistration.noaa.gov.

Please note, NOAA will complement or update your registration information accordingly if your registration has expired
and credible information is provided from SAR sources. NOAA will also seek information from other databases to update 
and/or complement the existing information for an expired beacon registration.  Although the information provided will 
become a matter of public record, there is no intent to circulate beyond its intended purpose, i.e., to assist SAR agencies in 
carrying out their mission. Public reporting burden for the collection of this information is estimated to average 15 minutes 
per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, and completing and reviewing 
the collection of information. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any 
person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. Comments regarding this 
burden or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden should be sent to:

NOAA/SARSAT
NSOF, E/SP3
4231 Suitland Road
Suitland, MD 20746

Or call: 1-888-212-SAVE (7283) or 301-817-4515

Finally, false alerts remain a chief concern for SAR agencies. We ask that you carefully refer to the beacon’s user manual 
for instructions on properly operating, installing, testing, performing required maintenance, and/or stowage of your beacon. 
We find that these are important factors in reducing the number of false alerts. Please use the utmost care at all times!



Save Time! Register your beacon online at: www.beaconregistration.noaa.gov Mail or Fax to:
NOAA/SARSAT

NSOF, E/SP3
4231 Suitland Road

        Suitland, MD 20746

Fax No. 301-817-4565
Official 406 MHz PLB Registration Form

Telephone

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

Area Code

Area Code

Area Code

Area Code

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Telephone

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

Area Code

Area Code

Area Code

Area Code

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Telephone

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

Area Code

Area Code

Area Code

Area Code

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Owner/Operator Information
Name______________________________________________

Mailing Address ______________________________________

___________________________________________________

City  _____________________ State/Province _____________

ZIP (Postal) Code __________  Country ___________________

E-mail ______________________________________________

(Last, First, Middle Initial)

General Use Data

Emergency Contact Information (Please indicate someone other than the owner)

Name of Primary 24-Hour Emergency Contact: Name of Alternate 24-Hour Emergency Contact: 
__________________________________________________ ________________________________________________

OMB (0648-0295) Expires: 31JAN 2008

Beacon ID (Unique Identifier Number)
PLB Information

(15 digit character ID provided by PLB manufacturer)

PLB Manufacturer ________________________________ Model No. ___________________________________________

Signature __________________________________________       Date ___________________________________________

EPIRB InformationPLB Registration
New PLB Registration Replacement of PLB Decal
Renewal of PLB Registration Check here if this PLB is a replacement for a previously registered PLB. 
Change of PLB Information or Ownership Please enter the old PLB unique ID number __________________________ 

Usage
Commercial Non-commercial Government Military      Government Non-military     

Specific Usage
Hiking      Hunting      Fishing      Other ____________________

Type
Land Vehicle      Boat      Aircraft      None      Other ____________________

Additional Data 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you have any questions about this form or with PLB registration in general, please call 1-888-212-SAVE (7283) or 301-817-4515. 
For information on the U.S. Search & Rescue Satellite-Aided Tracking system, please visit: www.sarsat.noaa.gov



Important Notice - Please Read Before Completing Registration

Registration is an important facet for all Cospas-Sarsat 406 MHz emergency beacons. Not only is it required by Federal
Regulations but the information you furnish is used by Search And Rescue (SAR) agencies in the event of beacon
activation. The registration information is an important tool to assist the United States Coast Guard, United States Air
Force, and other SAR agencies in locating and quickly responding to you, your vessel, or your aircraft. Failure to register 
your beacon may delay a rescue response. Accurate, up-to-date registration information will also be used to conserve 
resources by helping to eliminate false alert deployments, as an inadvertent activation can be resolved with a phone call.

There is no charge for beacon registration. This is a service provided by the U.S. National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

All online registrations will be entered into the National 406 MHz Beacon Registration Database on the same day of entry. 
Registration forms received via postal mail will be entered within 2 business days of receipt. For online registrations, a 
confirmation letter with your completed registration information form will be sent immediately via e-mail or fax (if provided). 
Confirmation letters sent via postal mail should arrive within two weeks. Once your registration confirmation is received, 
please review all information. Any changes or updates to your registration information can be done via the internet, fax, 
e-mail or postal mail. If you do not receive your registration confirmation from NOAA on the same day you submit it over 
the internet or within two weeks if you submit it by postal mail, please call NOAA toll-free at: 1-888-212-SAVE (7283) or 
301-817-4515 for assistance.

After initial registration (or re-registration) you will receive a NOAA Proof of Registration Decal by postal mail. This decal is 
to be affixed to the beacon and should be placed in such a way that it is clearly visible. If for some reason you do not 
receive the registration decal within two weeks, please call NOAA toll-free at: 1-888-212-SAVE (7283) or 301-817-4515.

Failure to register, re-register (as required every two years), or to notify NOAA of any changes to the status of your
406 MHz beacon could result in penalties and/or fines being issued under Federal Law. The owner or user of the beacon is 
required to notify NOAA of any changes to the registration information at any time. By submitting this registration the owner, 
operator, or legally authorized agent declares under penalty of law that all information in the registration information is true, 
accurate, and complete. Providing information that is knowingly false or inaccurate may be punishable under Federal 
Statutes. Solicitation of this information is authorized by Title 47 - Parts 80, 87, and 95 of the U.S. Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR). Additional registration forms can be found on the NOAA-SARSAT website at: www.sarsat.noaa.gov or 
at: www.beaconregistration.noaa.gov.

Please note, NOAA will complement or update your registration information accordingly if your registration has expired
and credible information is provided from SAR sources. NOAA will also seek information from other databases to update 
and/or complement the existing information for an expired beacon registration.  Although the information provided will 
become a matter of public record, there is no intent to circulate beyond its intended purpose, i.e., to assist SAR agencies in 
carrying out their mission. Public reporting burden for the collection of this information is estimated to average 15 minutes 
per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, and completing and reviewing 
the collection of information. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any 
person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. Comments regarding this 
burden or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden should be sent to:

NOAA/SARSAT
NSOF, E/SP3
4231 Suitland Road
Suitland, MD 20746

Or call: 1-888-212-SAVE (7283) or 301-817-4515

Finally, false alerts remain a chief concern for SAR agencies. We ask that you carefully refer to the beacon’s user manual 
for instructions on properly operating, installing, testing, performing required maintenance, and/or stowage of your beacon. 
We find that these are important factors in reducing the number of false alerts. Please use the utmost care at all times!



Official 406 MHz Ship Security Alert System 
(SSAS) Beacon Registration Form

Save Time! Register your beacon online at: www.beaconregistration.noaa.gov Mail or Fax to:
NOAA/SARSAT
NSOF, E/SP3

4231 Suitland Road
       Suitland, MD 20746

Fax No. 301-817-4565

Telephone

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

Area Code

Area Code

Area Code

Area Code

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Telephone

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

Area Code

Area Code

Area Code

Area Code

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Telephone

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

( )_____________________

Area Code

Area Code

Area Code

Area Code

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Home Work Cellular Fax Other

Owner/Operator Information
Name______________________________________________

Mailing Address ______________________________________

___________________________________________________

City  _____________________ State/Province _____________

ZIP (Postal) Code __________  Country ___________________

E-mail ______________________________________________

(Last, First, Middle Initial)

SSAS Information Beacon ID (Unique Identifier Number)

(15 digit character ID provided by SSAS manufacturer)

Vessel Information

If you have any questions about this form or with SSAS registration in general, please call 1-888-212-SAVE (7283) or 301-817-4515. 
For information on the U.S. Search & Rescue Satellite-Aided Tracking system, please visit: www.sarsat.noaa.gov

OMB (0648-0295) Expires: 31JAN2008

SSAS Registration
New SSAS Registration Replacement of SSAS Decal
Renewal of SSAS Registration Check here if this SSAS is a replacement for a previously registered SSAS. 
Change of SSAS Information or Ownership Please enter the old SSAS unique ID number ________________________

Crew and Passengers

Marina/Dock

Usage
Commercial Non-commercial 
Government Military Government Non-military

Type
Sail: Number of Masts ____________________
Power:   Fishing        Tug        Cargo        Tanker        Pleasure Craft

Other ____________________ 

Non-power:      Life Boat       Life Raft      Other__________________

Vessel Name _____________________________________ 

Vessel Color______________________________________
Survival Craft(s) on Vessel   

Life Boat ____________________      Life Raft ____________________ 

Radio Equipment (Check all that apply)
VHF         MF           HF           SSB         Other __________________

Vessel Telephone Numbers
Radio Call Sign ___________ INMARSAT _____________ 
Cellular ________________ MMSI Number ____________

Federal or State Registration Number ________________
Length Overall (ft) ____________Capacity _____________

Homeport ________________________________________

________________________  ________________________

Additional Data ___________________________________

_________________________________________________
No. ofNo. of

City State

Emergency Contact Information (Please indicate someone other than the owner)

Name of Primary 24-Hour Emergency Contact: Name of Alternate 24-Hour Emergency Contact: 
__________________________________________________ ________________________________________________

SSAS Manufacturer __________________________________ Model No. _______________________________________

Signature __________________________________________ Date ____________________________________________



Important Notice - Please Read Before Completing Registration 
 

Registration is an important facet for all Cospas-Sarsat 406 MHz Ship Security Alerting System (SSAS) beacons. Not 
only is it required under Federal Regulations but the information you furnish is used by the United States Coast Guard in 
the event of beacon activation. The registration information is an important tool to assist the Coast Guard in locating and 
responding to your vessel. Failure to register your SSAS beacon may delay a timely response. 
 
There is no charge for registering an SSAS beacon. This is a service provided by the U.S. National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 
 
All online registrations will be entered into the National 406 MHz Beacon Registration Database on the same day of entry. 
Registration forms received via postal mail service will be entered within 2 business days of receipt. For online 
registrations, a confirmation letter with your completed registration information form will be sent immediately via e-mail or 
fax (if provided). Confirmation letters sent via postal mail should arrive within two weeks. Once your registration 
confirmation is received, please review all information. Any changes or updates to your registration information can be 
done via the internet, fax, e-mail or postal mail. If you do not receive your registration confirmation from NOAA on the 
same day you submit it over the internet or within two weeks if you submit it by postal mail, please call NOAA toll-free at: 
1-888-212-SAVE (7283) or 301-817-4515 for assistance. 
 
After initial registration (or re-registration) you will receive a NOAA Proof of Registration Decal by postal mail. This decal 
is not to be affixed to the SSAS beacon. Instead, the decal is required to be maintained in the SSAS Annex to the Vessel 
Security Plan. For those vessels not required to maintain a Vessel Security Plan, please keep the decal on board along 
with your vessel's registration documentation. If for some reason you do not receive the registration decal within two 
weeks, please call NOAA toll-free at: 1-888-212-SAVE (7283) or 301-817-4515 for assistance. 
 
Failure to register, re-register (as required every two years), or to notify NOAA of any changes to the status of your SSAS 
beacon could result in penalties and/or fines being issued. The owner or user of the SSAS beacon is required to notify 
NOAA of any changes to the registration information at any time. By submitting this registration the owner, operator, or 
legally authorized agent declares under penalty of law that all information in this registration information is true, accurate, 
and complete. Providing information that is knowingly false or inaccurate may be punishable under Federal Statutes. 
Solicitation of this information is authorized by Title 47, Part 80 of the U.S. Code of Federal Regulations (CFR). 
Additional registration forms can be found on the NOAA-SARSAT website at: www.sarsat.noaa.gov or at: 
www.beaconregistration.noaa.gov. 
 
Please note, NOAA will complement or update your registration information accordingly if your registration has expired 
and credible information is provided from the Coast Guard. NOAA will also seek information from other databases to 
update and/or complement the existing information for an expired SSAS registration. 
 
Although the information provided will become a matter of public record, there is no intent to circulate the data furnished 
beyond its intended purpose, i.e., to assist the Coast Guard in carrying out its mission. Public reporting burden for the 
collection of this information is estimated to average 15 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing 
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing 
the collection of information. Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any 
person be subjected to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control Number. Comments 
regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden 
should be sent to: 
 
NOAA/SARSAT 
NSOF, E/SP3 
4231 Suitland Road 
Suitland, MD 20746 
 
Or call: 1-888-212-SAVE (7283) or 301-817-4515
 
Finally, false alerts are a significant concern to NOAA and the Coast Guard. We ask that you carefully refer to the SSAS 
beacon user manual for instructions on properly operating, installing, testing, and when performing required maintenance. 
We find that these are important factors in reducing the number of false alerts. Please use the utmost care at all times! 
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into water from a height of 6 meters (20
feet).

(o) The EPIRB must meet the tech-
nical standards when plunged into sea
water at +20 degrees Celsius after stor-
age at a temperature of +50 degrees
Celsius.

(p) If testing of an EPIRB with Coast
Guard coordination is not possible,
brief operational tests are authorized
provided the tests are conducted within
the first five minutes of any hour for
not more than 10 seconds.

(q) The EPIRB must automatically
turn off after 24 hours ±5 percent. It
must be possible to restart the trans-
mission sequence by placing the on-off
switch momentarily in the off position
and returning it to the on position.

(r) The EPIRB must be equipped with
a visual indication of a low battery
condition.

(s) The EPIRB must have a designa-
tion that indicates it is a ‘‘Class C’’
EPIRB.

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 58
FR 33344, June 17, 1993]

§ 80.1059 Special requirements for
Class S EPIRB stations.

(a) A Class S EPIRB station must be
able to float or be permanently secured
to a survival craft.

(b) A Class S EPIRB able to float
must meet the following:

(1) Be watertight and float in calm
water with at least 5 cm (2 in.) of the
EPIRB out of the water and the base of
the antenna at least 5 cm (2 in.) above
the water, with the antenna in a
vertical position completely above the
water surface;

(2) Be ballasted to right itself from a
position 90 degrees from its upright po-
sition in one second or less;

(3) Meet the requirements in § 80.1053
(a)(4) through (9) after free fall into
water 3 times from a height of 20 me-
ters (67 ft.).

(c) A Class S EPIRB intended to be
permanently secured to a survival craft
is not required to float in water.

(d) Additionally, all Class S EPIRB’s
must meet the following:

(1) Be capable only of manual activa-
tion by an on-off switch protected by a
guard to prevent inadvertent oper-
ation;

(2) Be designed to be deployed, its
controls actuated, or its antenna erect-
ed, each by a single action task which
can be performed by either hand;

(3) Meet the requirements in §§ 80.1053
(a)(4) through (a)(8) and (b) through (i)
of this part;

(4) Class S EPIRBs may provide ei-
ther continuous or intermittent oper-
ation. If the EPIRB is designed for
intermittent operation, the duty cycle
must be from 50 to 60 per cent and the
period two minutes plus or minus 12
seconds. In either event, the EPIRB
must meet the power output character-
istics described in § 80.1053(a)(8) of this
part;

(5) If testing of an EPIRB with Coast
Guard coordination is not possible,
brief operational tests are authorized
provided the tests are conducted within
the first five minutes of any hour and
are not longer than three audio sweeps
or one second whichever is longer;

(6) Have a designation that indicates
it is a ‘‘Class S’’ EPIRB.

(e) Applications for certification
must include a letter from the manu-
facturer stating that the EPIRB meets
the requirements in paragraphs (b) and
(d), or (c) and (d) of this section.

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 56
FR 11517, Mar. 19, 1991; 63 FR 36607, July 7,
1998]

§ 80.1061 Special requirements for
406.025 MHz EPIRBs.

(a) Notwithstanding the provisions in
paragraph (b) of this section, 406.025
MHz EPIRBs must meet all the tech-
nical and performance standards con-
tained in the Radio Technical Commis-
sion for Maritime Services document
titled ‘‘RTCM Recommended Standards
for 406 MHz Satellite Emergency Posi-
tion-Indicating Radiobeacons
(EPIRBs)’’ dated July 31, 1987, with edi-
torial updates of December 31, 1987
(RTCM Recommended Standards). This
RTCM document is incorporated by ref-
erence in accordance with 5 U.S.C.
552(a). The document is available for
inspection at Commission headquarters
in Washington, DC or may be obtained
from the Radio Technical Commission
for Maritime Services, Post Office Box
19087, Washington, DC 20036.

(b) The 406.025 MHz EPIRB must con-
tain as an integral part a ‘‘homing’’
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beacon operating only on 121.500 MHz
that meets all the requirements de-
scribed in the RTCM Recommended
Standards document described in para-
graph (a) of this section. The 121.500
MHz ‘‘homing’’ beacon must have a
continuous duty cycle that may be in-
terrupted during the transmission of
the 406.025 MHz signal only. Addition-
ally, at least 30 percent of the total
power emitted during any transmission
cycle must be contained within plus or
minus 30 Hz of the carrier frequency.

(c) Prior to submitting a certifi-
cation application for a 406 MHz radio-
beacon, the radiobeacon must be cer-
tified by a test facility recognized by
one of the COSPAS/SARSAT Partners
that the equipment satisfies the design
characteristics associated with the
measurement methods described in Ap-
pendix B of the RTCM Recommended
Standards.
Additionally, the radiobeacon must be
certified by a test facility recognized
by the U.S. Coast Guard to certify that
the equipment complies with the U.S.
Coast Guard environmental and oper-
ational requirements associated with
the test procedures described in Appen-
dix A of the RTCM Recommended
Standards. Information regarding the
recognized test facilities may be ob-
tained from Commandant (G–MVI),
U.S. Coast Guard, 2100 2nd Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20593–0001.

(1) After a 406.025 MHz EPIRB has
been certified by the recognized test fa-
cilities the following information must
be submitted in duplicate to the Com-
mandant (G–MVI), U.S. Coast Guard,
2100 2nd Street SW., Washington, DC
20593–0001:

(i) The name of the manufacturer or
grantee and model number of the
EPIRB;

(ii) Copies of the certificate and test
data obtained from the test facility
recognized by a COSPAS/SARSAT
Partner showing that the radiobeacon
complies with the COSPAS/SARSAT
design characteristics associated with
the measurement methods described in
Appendix B of the RTCM Rec-
ommended Standards;

(iii) Copies of the test report and test
data obtained from the test facility
recognized by the U.S. Coast Guard
showing that the radiobeacon complies

with the U.S. Coast Guard environ-
mental and operational characteristics
associated with the measurement
methods described in Appendix A of the
RTCM Recommended Standards; and

(iv) Instruction manuals associated
with the radiobeacon, description of
the test characteristics of the radio-
beacon including assembly drawings,
electrical schematics, description of
parts list, specifications of materials
and the manufacturer’s quality assur-
ance program.

(2) After reviewing the information
described in paragraph (c)(1) of this
section the U.S. Coast Guard will issue
a letter stating whether the radio-
beacon satisfies all RTCM Rec-
ommended Standards.

(d) A certification application for a
406.025 MHz EPIRB submitted to the
Commission must also contain a copy
of the U.S. Coast Guard letter that
states the radiobeacon satisfies all
RTCM Recommended Standards, a
copy of the technical test data, and the
instruction manual(s).

(e) An identification code, issued by
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), the United
States Program Manager for the 406.025
MHz COSPAS/SARSAT satellite sys-
tem, must be programmed in each
EPIRB unit to establish a unique iden-
tification for each EPIRB station. With
each marketable EPIRB unit the man-
ufacturer or grantee must include a
postage pre-paid registration card
printed with the EPIRB identification
code addressed to: NOAA/NESDIS,
SARSAT Operations Division, E/SP3,
Federal Building 4, Washington, DC
20233. The registration card must re-
quest the owner’s name, address, tele-
phone number, type of ship, alternate
emergency contact and include the fol-
lowing statement: ‘‘WARNING—failure
to register this EPIRB with NOAA be-
fore installation could result in a mon-
etary forfeiture being issued to the
owner.’’

(f) To enhance protection of life and
property it is mandatory that each
406.025 MHz EPIRB be registered with
NOAA before installation and that in-
formation be kept up-to-date. There-
fore, in addition to the identification
plate or label requirements contained
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in §§ 2.925, 2.926 and 2.1003 of this chap-
ter, each 406.025 MHz EPIRB must be
provided on the outside with a clearly
discernable permanent plate or label
containing the following statement:
‘‘The owner of this 406.025 MHz EPIRB
must register the NOAA identification
code contained on this label with the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA) whose address is:
NOAA, NOAA/SARSAT Operations Di-
vision, E/SP3, Federal Building 4,
Washington, D.C. 20233.’’ Vessel owners
shall advise NOAA in writing upon
change of vessel or EPIRB ownership,
transfer of EPIRB to another vessel, or
any other change in registration infor-
mation. NOAA will provide registrants
with proof of registration and change
of registration postcards.

(g) For 406.025 MHz EPIRBs whose
identification code can be changed
after manufacture, the identification
code shown on the plate or label must
be easily replaceable using commonly
available tools.

[53 FR 37308, Sept. 26, 1988, as amended at 56
FR 11517, Mar. 19, 1991; 59 FR 35269, July 11,
1994; 63 FR 36607, July 7, 1998]

Subpart W—Global Maritime Dis-
tress and Safety System
(GMDSS)

GENERAL PROVISIONS

This subpart contains the rules applicable
to the Global Maritime Distress and Safety
System (GMDSS). Every ship of the United
States subject to part II of title III of the
Communications Act or the Safety Conven-
tion must comply with the provisions of this
subpart. The rules in this subpart are to be
read in conjunction with the applicable re-
quirements contained elsewhere in this part;
however, in case of conflict, the provisions of
this subpart shall govern with respect to the
GMDSS. For the purposes of this subpart,
distress and safety communications include
distress, urgency, and safety calls and mes-
sages.

SOURCE: 57 FR 9065, Mar. 16, 1992, unless
otherwise noted.

NOTE: No provision of this subpart is in-
tended to eliminate, or in anyway modify,
other requirements contained in this part
with respect to part II of title III of the Com-
munications Act.

§ 80.1065 Applicability.

(a) The regulations contained in
§ 80.1119 apply to public coast stations
and coast earth stations as of February
1, 1992.

(b) The regulations contained within
this subpart apply to all passenger
ships regardless of size and cargo ships
of 300 tons gross tonnage and upwards
as follows:

(1) Ships must comply with
§§ 80.1085(a)(4) and 80.1085(a)(6) not later
than August 1, 1993.

(2) Ships constructed on or after Feb-
ruary 1, 1992, must comply with § 80.1095
as of that date. All other ships must
comply with § 80.1095 as of February 1,
1995.

(3) Ships constructed on or after Feb-
ruary 1, 1995, must comply with all re-
quirements of this subpart.

(4) Ships constructed before February
1, 1995, must comply with all require-
ments of this subpart as of February 1,
1999.

(5) During the period between Feb-
ruary 1, 1992, and February 1, 1999, all
ships must comply with:

(i) The requirements of this subpart;
(ii) The requirements of chapter IV of

the International Convention for the
Safety of Life at Sea, 1974, in force
prior to February 1, 1992 (see subparts
Q and R of this part); or

(iii) The requirements of either
§ 80.836 or § 80.933.

(6) The expression ‘‘ships con-
structed’’ means ‘‘ships the keels of
which are laid, or construction
identificable with a specific ship begins
and assembly of that ship has com-
menced comprising at least 50 tons
gross tonnage or 1% of the estimated
mass f all structural material, which-
ever is less.

(c) The requirements of this subpart
do not modify the requirements for
ships navigated on the Great Lakes or
small passenger boats. The require-
ments contained in the Agreement Be-
tween the United States of America
and Canada for Promotion of Safety on
the Great Lakes by Means of Radio,
1973, continue to apply (see subpart T
of this part). The requirements con-
tained in part III of title III of the
Communications Act continue to apply
(see subpart S of this part).
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(b) The frequency 243.000 MHz is an
emergency and distress frequency
available for use by survival craft sta-
tions, ELTs and equipment used for
survival purposes which are also
equipped to transmit on the frequency
121.500 MHz. Use of 243.000 MHz must be
limited to transmission of signals and
communications for survival purposes.
In the case of ELTs use of A3E, A3X or
NON emission is permitted.

[53 FR 28940, Aug. 1, 1988, as amended at 56
FR 11518, Mar. 19, 1991; 58 FR 30128, May 26,
1993]

§ 87.197 ELT test procedures.
ELT testing must avoid outside radi-

ation. Bench and ground tests con-
ducted outside of an RF-shielded enclo-
sure must be conducted with the ELT
terminated into a dummy load.

§ 87.199 Special requirements for
406.025 MHz ELTs.

(a) Except for the spurious emission
limits specified in § 87.139(h), 406.025
MHz ELTs must meet all the technical
and performance standards contained
in the Radio Technical Commission for
Aeronautics document titled ‘‘Min-
imum Operational Performance Stand-
ards 406 MHz Emergency Locator
Transmitters (ELT)’’ Document No
RTCA/DO–204 dated September 29, 1989.
This RTCA document is incorporated
by reference in accordance with 5
U.S.C. 552(a), and 1 CFR part 51. Copies
of the document are available and may
be obtained from the Radio Technical
Commission of Aeronautics, One
McPherson Square, 1425 K Street NW.,
Washington, DC, 20005. The document
is available for inspection at Commis-
sion headquarters at 445 12th Street,
SW., Washington, DC 20554. Copies may
also be inspected at the Office of the
Federal Register, 800 North Capital
Street NW., suite 700, Washington, DC.

(b) The 406.025 MHz ELT must con-
tain as an integral part a homing bea-
con operating only on 121.500 MHz that
meets all the requirements described in
the RTCA Recommended Standards
document described in paragraph (a) of
this section. The 121.500 MHz homing
beacon must have a continuous duty
cycle that may be interrupted during
the transmission of the 406.025 MHz sig-
nal only.

(c) Prior to verification of a 406.025
MHz ELT, the ELT must be certified
by a test facility recognized by one of
the COSPAS/SARSAT Partners that
the equipment satisfies the design
characteristics associated with the
COSPAS/SARSAT document COSPAS/
SARSAT 406 MHz Distress Beacon Type
Approval Standard (C/S T.007). Addi-
tionally, an independent test facility
must certify that the ELT complies
with the electrical and environmental
standards associated with the RTCA
Recommended Standards.

(d) The procedures for verification
are contained in subpart J of part 2 of
this chapter.

(e) An identification code, issued by
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), the United
States Program Manager for the 406.025
MHz COSPAS/SARSAT satellite sys-
tem, must be programmed in each ELT
unit to establish a unique identifica-
tion for each ELT station. With each
marketable ELT unit the manufacturer
or grantee must include a postage pre-
paid registration card printed with the
ELT identification code addressed to:
NOAA/NESDIS, SARSAT Operations
Division, E/SP3, Federal Building 4,
Washington, DC 20233. The registration
card must request the owner’s name,
address, telephone number, type of air-
craft, alternate emergency contact and
include the following statement:
‘‘WARNING—failure to register this
ELT with NOAA before installation
could result in a monetary forfeiture
being issued to the owner.’’

(f) To enhance protection of life and
property it is mandatory that each
406.025 MHz ELT must be registered
with NOAA before installation and
that information be kept up-to-date. In
addition to the identification plate or
label requirements contained in §§ 2.925,
2.926 and 2.1003 of this chapter, each
406.025 MHz ELT must be provided on
the outside with a clearly discernable
permanent plate or label containing
the following statement: ‘‘The owner of
this 406.025 MHz ELT must register the
NOAA identification code contained on
this label with the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) whose address is: NOAA,
NOAA/SARSAT Operations Division, E/
SP3, Federal Building 4, Washington,
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D.C. 20233.’’ Aircraft owners shall ad-
vise NOAA in writing upon change of
aircraft or ELT ownership, or any
other change in registration informa-
tion. Fleet operators must notify
NOAA upon transfer of ELT to another
aircraft outside of the owners control,
or an other change in registration in-
formation. NOAA will provide reg-
istrants with proof of registration and
change of registration postcards.

(g) For 406.025 MHz ELTs whose iden-
tification code can be changed after
manufacture, the identification code
shown on the plant or label must be
easily replaceable using commonly
available tools.

[58 FR 30128, May 26, 1993, as amended at 59
FR 35269, July 11, 1994; 63 FR 36608, July 7,
1998; 65 FR 58467, Sept. 29, 2000]

Subpart G—Aeronautical Advisory
Stations (Unicoms)

§ 87.213 Scope of service.
(a) An aeronautical advisory station

(unicom) must provide service to any
aircraft station upon request and with-
out discrimination. A unicom must
provide impartial information con-
cerning available ground services.

(b)(1) Unicom transmissions must be
limited to the necessities of safe and
expeditious operation of aircraft such
as condition of runways, types of fuel
available, wind conditions, weather in-
formation, dispatching, or other nec-
essary information. At any airport at
which a control tower, control tower
remote communications outlet station
(RCO) or FAA flight service station is
located, unicoms must not transmit in-
formation pertaining to the conditions
of runways, wind conditions, or weath-
er information during the hours of op-
eration of the control tower, RCO or
FAA service station.

(2) On a secondary basis, unicoms
may transmit communications which
pertain to the efficient portal-to-portal
transit of an aircraft, such as requests
for ground transportation, food or lodg-
ing.

(3) Communications between unicoms
and air carrier must be limited to the
necessities of safety of life and prop-
erty.

(4) Unicoms may communicate with
aeronautical utility stations and

ground vehicles concerning runway
conditions and safety hazards on the
airport when neither a control tower
nor FAA flight service station is in op-
eration.

(c) Unicoms must not be used for air
traffic control (ATC) purposes other
than to relay ATC information between
the pilot and air traffic controller. Re-
laying of ATC information is limited to
the following:

(1) Revisions of proposed departure
time;

(2) Takeoff, arrival or flight plan can-
cellation time;

(3) ATC clearances, provided a letter
of agreement is obtained from the FAA
by the licensee of the unicom.

[53 FR 28940, Aug. 1, 1988, as amended at 55
FR 30464, July 26, 1990]

§ 87.215 Supplemental eligibility.

(a) A unicom and any associated dis-
patch or control points must be located
on the airport to be served.

(b) Only one unicom will be author-
ized to operate at an airport which
does not have a control tower, RCO or
FAA flight service station. At an air-
port which has a part-time or full-time
control tower, RCO or FAA flight serv-
ice station, the one unicom limitation
does not apply and the airport operator
and all aviation services organizations
may be licensed to operate a unicom on
the assigned frequency.

(c) At an airport where only one
unicom may be licensed, when the
Commission believes that the unicom
has been abandoned or has ceased oper-
ation, another unicom may be licensed
on an interim basis pending final deter-
mination of the status of the original
unicom. An applicant for an interim li-
cense must notify the present licensee
and must comply with the notice re-
quirements of paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion.

(d) An applicant for a unicom license,
renewal or modification of frequency
assignment at an airport which does
not have a control tower, RCO or FAA
flight service station must notify in
writing the owner of the airport and all
aviation service organizations located
at the airport. The notice must include
the applicant’s name and address, the
name of the airport and a statement
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US Code : Title 47, Section 151

US Code as of: 01/23/00

Sec. 151. Purposes of chapter; Federal Communications Commission created 

For the purpose of regulating interstate and foreign commerce in communication by wire and radio so as 
to make available, so far as possible, to all the people of the United States, without discrimination on the 
basis of race, color, religion, national origin, or sex, a rapid, efficient, Nation-wide, and world-wide wire 
and radio communication service with adequate facilities at reasonable charges, for the purpose of the 
national defense, for the purpose of promoting safety of life and property through the use of wire and 
radio communications, and for the purpose of securing a more effective execution of this policy by 
centralizing authority heretofore granted by law to several agencies and by granting additional authority 
with respect to interstate and foreign commerce in wire and radio communication, there is created a 
commission to be known as the ''Federal Communications Commission'', which shall be constituted as 
hereinafter provided, and which shall execute and enforce the provisions of this chapter. 

http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/47/151.text.html [6/14/2001 9:41:26 AM]
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each set of comments by the date 
specified above. The Department will 
consider all comments received by the 
close of the comment period. Comments 
received after the end of the comment 
period will be considered, if possible, 
but their consideration cannot be 
assured. The Department will not accept 
comments accompanied by a request 
that a part or all of the material be 
treated confidentially because of its 
business proprietary nature or for any 
other reason. The Department will 
return such comments and materials to 
the persons submitting the comments 
and will not consider them in its 
development of a targeted dumping 
analysis. The Department requires that 
comments be submitted in written form. 
The Department also requests 
submission of comments in electronic 
form to accompany the required paper 
copies. Comments filed in electronic 
form should be submitted either by e– 
mail to the webmaster below, or on CD– 
ROM, as comments submitted on 
diskettes are likely to be damaged by 
postal radiation treatment. 

Comments received in electronic form 
will be made available to the public in 
Portable Document Format (PDF) on the 
Internet at the Import Administration 
website at the following address: http:/ 
ia.ita.doc.gov. Any questions 
concerning file formatting, document 
conversion, access on the Internet, or 
other electronic filing issues should be 
addressed to Andrew Lee Beller, Import 
Administration Webmaster, at (202) 
482–0866, email address: webmaster– 
support@ita.doc.gov. 

Dated: October 17, 2007. 
David M. Spooner, 
Assistant Secretary for Import 
Administration. 
[FR Doc. E7–21045 Filed 10–24–07; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–DS–S 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Emergency 
Beacon Registrations 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 

proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before December 24, 
2007. 

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Jeffrey Shoup, 301–817–3806 
or Jeffrey.Shoup@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

An international system exists to use 
satellites to detect and locate ships, 
aircraft, or individuals in distress if they 
are equipped with an emergency radio 
beacon. Persons purchasing a digital, 
distress beacon, operating in the 
frequency range of 406.000 to 406.100 
MHz, must register it with NOAA. The 
data provided by registration can assist 
in identifying who is in trouble and in 
suppressing false alarms. 

II. Method of Collection 

Paper and online registration is 
available. 

III. Data 

OMB Number: 0648–0295. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission. 
Affected Public: Individuals or 

households; business or other for profit 
organizations; not-for-profit institutions; 
state, local or tribal governments. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
20,000. 

Estimated Time per Response: 20 
minutes. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 6,667. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $8,200. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 

burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: October 19, 2007. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. E7–21026 Filed 10–24–07; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XD48 

U.S. Climate Change Science Program 
Synthesis and Assessment Product 
Draft Report 4.7 ‘‘Impacts of Climate 
Change and Variability on 
Transportation Systems and 
Infrastructure: Gulf Coast Study’’ 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Department of Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of availability and 
request for public comments. 

SUMMARY: The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration publishes 
this notice to announce a 45-day public 
comment period for the draft report 
titled, U.S. Climate Change Science 
Program Synthesis and Assessment 
Product 4.7: ‘‘Impacts of Climate Change 
and Variability on Transportation 
Systems and Infrastructure: Gulf Coast 
Study.’’ 

This draft document is being released 
solely for the purpose of pre- 
dissemination peer review under 
applicable information quality 
guidelines. This document has not been 
formally disseminated by NOAA. It does 
not represent and should not be 
construed to represent any Agency 
policy or determination. After 
consideration of comments received on 
the draft report, a revised version along 
with the comments received will be 
published on the CCSP web site. 
DATES: Comments must be received by 
December 10, 2007. 
ADDRESSES: The draft Synthesis and 
Assessment Product 4.7: ‘‘Impacts of 
Climate Change and Variability on 
Transportation Systems and 
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