NOTICE OF OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ACTION

Date 02/14/2008

Department of Commerce

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
FOR CERTIFYING OFFICIAL: Barry West

FOR CLEARANCE OFFICER: Diana Hynek

In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act, OMB has taken action on your request received
11/14/2007

ACTION REQUESTED: Extension without change of a currently approved collection
TYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED: Regular

ICR REFERENCE NUMBER: 200710-0648-003

AGENCY ICR TRACKING NUMBER:

TITLE: Tag Recapture Card

LIST OF INFORMATION COLLECTIONS: See next page

OMB ACTION: Approved without change

OMB CONTROL NUMBER: 0648-0259

The agency is required to display the OMB Control Number and inform respondents of its legal significance in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

EXPIRATION DATE: 02/28/2011 DISCONTINUE DATE:

BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS COSTS
Previous 240 8 0
New 240 8 0
Difference

Change due to New Statute

Change due to Agency Discretion

Change due to Agency Adjustment

Change Due to Potential Violation of the PRA

o O O o
o O O o
o O O o

TERMS OF CLEARANCE:

OMB Authorizing Official: Kevin F. Neyland
Deputy Administrator,
Office Of Information And Regulatory Affairs
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PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y our agency's
Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement, and any
additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro om 10102,
725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
1. Agency/Subagency originating request 2. OMB control number b.[ ] None
DOC/NOAA SEFSC a. 0648 . 0259
3. Type of information collection (check one) 4. Type of review requested (check one)
a. [l 1] Regular submission
a.[ ] New Collection b. Emergency - Approval requested by / /
c. Delegated

b.[ ] Revision of a currently approved collection
c. [I 1] Extension of a currently approved collection

d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

5. Small entities ) o o
Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities? [ ] Yes [ 1] No

6. Requested expiration date
a. [| 1] Three years from approval date b. [ ] Other Specify:_ [/

7.Tile  Tag Recapture Card

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable)

9. Keywords "Fisheries"and"Fishing"

10. Abstract

The primary objectives of a tagging program are to obtain scientific information on fish growth and movements necessary to ¢
stock assessment and management. This is accomplished by the random recapture of tagged fish by fishermen and the sub

voluntary submission of the appropriate data.

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")

a. _P_Individuals or households d. Farms
b. Business or other for-profite. Federal Government
c. Not-for-profit institutions ~ f. State, Local or Tribal Government

12. Obligation to respond (check one)
a. [1 1] Voluntary
b.[ ]Required to obtain or retain benefits
c.[ ]Mandatory

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden
a. Number of respondents
b. Total annual responses
1. Percentage of these responses
collected electronically
c. Total annual hours requested
d. Current OMB inventory
e. Difference
f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change
2. Adjustment

240

%

(@) ecl[oc] (@)

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of
dollars)
a. Total annualized capital/startup costs

b. Total annual costs (O&M)

c. Total annualized cost requested

d. Current OMB inventory

ololo|o|O

e. Difference

f. Explanation of difference

1. Program change
2. Adjustment

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")

a. ___ Application for benefits e. X Program planning or management
b. __ Program evaluation f._P Research

c. __ General purpose statistics g.___ Regulatory or compliance

d. __ Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)

a. [ ] Recordkeeping b.[ ] Third party disclosure

c. [ ] Reporting
1./ 1] On occasion 2.[ ]Weekly 3.[ 1 Monthly
4.[ ]Quarterly 5. ]Semi-annually 6.[ ]Annually
7.[ ]1Biennially  8.[ ]Other (describe)

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods
[ ] Yes [ 1] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
the content of this submission)

Eric Orbesen
(305)361-4253

Name:
Phone:

OMB 83-I

10/95



19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
() It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I

10/95




Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,

head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)

Signature Date
signedby Emily Menashes 10/09/2007
Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer
Signature Date
signedby SarahBrabson 10/12/2007

10/95



SUPPORTING STATEMENT
TAG RECAPTURE CARD
OMB CONTROL NO.: 0648-0259
A. JUSTIFICATION

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

The Cooperative Game Fish Tagging Program (CGFTP) was initiated in 1971 as part of a
comprehensive research program resulting from passage of the Migratory Game Fish Study Act
of 1959 ( P.L. 86-359) and other legislative acts under which the National Marine Fisheries
Service operates, including U.S.C. 16, Section 760e. The CGFTP is now known as the
Cooperative Tagging Center (CTC). The CTC attempts to determine the migratory patterns and
other biological information of billfish, tunas, red drum, tarpon, amberjack, cobia, king mackerel
and numerous other species by having fishermen tag and release their catch, so that fish can be
subsequently recaptured.

Tagging and releasing fish is a voluntary activity. However, for the program to provide useful
scientific data, certain information is required. Information on the actual tagging is needed and
the “Tag Issue Report” is the form used by the fishermen to report a tagged fish. That form is

approved under Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Control No.: 0648-0247.

The “Tag Recapture Card”, OMB Control No.: 0648-0259, is used by fishermen to provide
information on the capture of fish that have been tagged. Forms are distributed to various fishing
boat captains. If a tagged fish is caught, the Tag Recapture Card is completed and mailed to the
Southeast Fisheries Science Center. The data on the fish is recorded and matched with the data
that was reported on the Issue Report. In some instances, the angler may not have a card or
simply prefers to phone in a tag recapture rather than fill out and mail the card to the CTC. The
estimated burden includes all (both mail and phone) recapture reports.

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.

Information on each species is used by National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to determine
migratory patterns, distance traveled, stock boundaries, and age and growth data. These data are
necessary inputs for developing management criteria by regional fishery management councils,
states and NMFS. The Tag Recapture Cards are necessary to facilitate the volunteer fishermen in
recording when and where the fish was tagged, the species, its estimated length and weight, tag
number, and information about the person who tagged the fish. Failure to obtain this data would
make management decisions much more difficult and would be contrary to the NMFS policy
objectives. Without receiving recapture information, the release information is of little value.


http://law.justia.com/us/codes/title16/16usc760e.html
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological technigues or other forms of
information technology.

No other satisfactory method of obtaining movement and other tag related information on fishes
has been identified given the fact cards are often completed on small vessels.

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.

No duplication was evident during consultations with other conservation agencies.

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden.

The collection does not involve small businesses.

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

The usefulness of this program would be compromised if the collection of these data did not take
place on a continual basis. It would be impossible to track trends in fish movement, stock
definitions, and growth rates. In addition, operating the program on a less than annual frequency
would have an adverse effect on the voluntary participation rate.

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB quidelines.

No special circumstances are required.

8. Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the
information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments received
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those
comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and
recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be
recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A Federal Register Notice soliciting comments was published on June 6, 2007. No comments
were received.

The NMFS has sole Federal authority to obtain these data. However, consultations take place on
a continuous basis with fishery commissions and other agencies in the eastern United States,
Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands and other participating nations throughout the Atlantic Ocean.
In practice, individual states have deferred to the NMFS effort because of its expertise, its
broader geological range of coverage, and the long established cooperation of fishermen and
their organizations.



9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

As an incentive for participating in the CTC tagging program, we provide fishermen who
recapture a tagged fish CTC baseball caps. Tag history is made available to fishermen involved
with each tag.

10. Describe any assurance or confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, requlation, or agency policy.

All data are confidential in accordance with National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) Administrative Order (NAO) 216-100, Protection of Confidential Fisheries Statistics.

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered

private.

No sensitive questions are asked.

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

We estimate that approximately two minutes are required to complete the Recapture Card (by
either mail or phone). Thus, the total burden on the public is estimated to be 8 hours.

Estimated responses per year 240
Mean time/response X_2 minutes
Total Hours 8
Hourly rate $10.00
Total hours X 8
Total labor cost $80.00

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in #12

above).

There is no start-up or other cost to the public.

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

240 responses x $10.00 per hour* x $1.55 (overhead, printing, mailing) = $3,720.00
15 cards printed/year x $3.15 per card = $47.25

240 hats x $5.85/hat = $1,404

Total cost = $5,171.25

* Undergraduate student contractor rates for data entry



15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or
14 of the OMB 83-1.

There are no changes.

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

A summary of tagging effort is produced annually. Data are used in scientific studies, journal
articles, and stock assessments conducted by NMFS.

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

Not applicable.

18. Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the
OMB 83-I.

Not applicable.

B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

Statistical methods are not used.



FRONT OF CARD

OMB Control No.: 0648-0259; Expiration Date: 11/30/2007

TAG RECAPTURE CARD

SPECIES:
TAG NUMBER:
DATE RECAPTURED:
LOCATION/COUNTRY RECAPTURED:
LENGTH (inches/centimeters): (lower jaw fork length)
WEIGHT (pounds/kilograms): SEX: male  female
FISHING GEAR:
NAMES OF BOAT AND CAPTAIN/ANGLER:
9. ADDRESS OF (8) ABOVE:
10. PHONE OF (8) ABOVE:
11. HAS FISH BEEN SAVED (FREEZING) SO IT CAN BE SAMPLED?
YES NO
THERE IS AN EXTRA REWARD FOR A FROZEN FISH. CALL COLLECT
(305) 361-4248 (Daytime)
(305) 589-0944 (Night/Weekends)

e ol

12. COMMENTS

BACK OF CARD

IN ORDER TO OBTAIN REWAED, REMOVE TAG FROM FISH, CUT METAL PART OFF, AND MAIL TAG AND THIS CARD IN
ENVELOPE TO:

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
75 VIRGINIA BEACH DRIVE
MIAMI, FLORIDA 33149
US.A.

OR

YOUR LOCAL FISHERY OFFICER

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average two (2) minutes per response,
including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data
needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate
of any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to Eric Orbesen,
NMFS, 75 Virginia Beach Drive, Miami, FL 33149 U.S.A.




The requested tag recapture information is needed to aid NOAA in the management of marine
fisheries. The information will be used to determine migratory patterns and other biological
information on the species tagged. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is
estimated to average 2 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions,
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and
reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any
other suggestions for reducing this burden to Eric Orbesen, National Marine Fisheries Service,
eric.orbesen@noaa.gov or 305-361-4253.

Your response is voluntary and will be treated confidentially under NOAA Administrative Order
216-100. Notwithstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to,
nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information
subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information
displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.



[Reorg. Plan No. 4 of 1970, 3 C.F.R. xx (1970), reprinted in 84 Stat. 2090-93 (1970), and in 35 Fed. Reg. 15627-30 (1970), and reprinted with amendments in
5U.S.C. app. at 1557-61 (1994)]

Reorganization Plan No. 4 of 1970

Prepared by the President and transmitted to the Senate and the House of Representatives in Congress assembled, July 9, 1970, pursuant to the provisions of
chapter 9 of title 5 of the United States Code."

YEffective October 3, 1970, under the provisions of 5 U.S.C. 906.

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION

SECTION 1. Transfers to Secretary of Commerce. The following are hereby transferred to the Secretary of Commerce

(a) All functions vested by law in the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries of the Department of the Interior or in its head, together with all
functions vested by law in the Secretary of the Interior or the Department of the Interior which are administered through that Bureau or are primarily
related to the Bureau, exclusive of functions with respect to (1) Great Lakes fishery research and activities related to the Great Lakes Fisheries Commission,
(2) Missouri River Reservoir research, (3) the Gulf Breeze Biological Laboratory of the said Bureau at Gulf Breeze, Florida, and (4) Trans-Alaska pipeline

investigations.
(b) The functions vested in the Secretary of the Interior by the Act of September 22, 1959 (Public Law 86-359, 73 Stat. 642, 16 U.S.C. 760e-
760g; relating to migratory marine species of game fish).

(c) The functions vested by law in the Secretary of the Interior, or in the Department of the Interior or in any officer or instrumentality of that
Department, which are administered through the Marine Minerals Technology Center of the Bureau of Mines.

(d) All functions vested in the National Science Foundation by the National Sea Grant College and Program Act of 1966 (80 Stat. 998), as amended
(33 U.S.C. 1121 et seq.).

(e) Those functions vested in the Secretary of Defense or in any officer, employee, or organizational entity of the Department of Defense by the
provision of Public Law 91-144, 83 Stat. 326, under the heading "Operation and maintenance, general™ with respect to "surveys and charting of northern and
northwestern lakes and connecting waters," or by other law, which come under the mission assigned as of July 1, 1969, to the United States Army Engineer
District, Lake Survey, Corps of Engineers, Department of the Army and relate to (1) the conduct of hydrographic surveys of the Great Lakes and their
outflow rivers, Lake Champlain, New York State Barge Canals, and the Minnesota-Ontario border lakes, and the compilation and publication of navigation
charts, including recreational aspects, and the Great Lakes Pilot for the benefit and use of the public, (2) the conception, planning, and conduct of basic
research and development in the fields of water motion, water characteristics, water quantity, and ice and snow, and (3) the publication of data and the
results of research projects in forms useful to the Corps of Engineers and the public, and the operation of a Regional Data Center for the collection,
coordination, analysis, and the furnishing to interested agencies of data relating to water resources of the Great Lakes.

(f) So much of the functions of the transferor officers and agencies referred to in or affected by the foregoing provisions of this section as is
incidental to or necessary for the performance by or under the Secretary of Commerce of the functions transferred by those provisions or relates primarily to
those functions. The transfers to the Secretary of Commerce made by this section shall be deemed to include the transfer of authority, provided by law, to
prescribe regulations relating primarily to the transferred functions.

SEC. 2. Establishment of Administration. (a) There is hereby established in the Department of Commerce an agency which shall be known as
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, hereinafter referred to as the *Administration."

(b) There shall be at the head of the Administration the Administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, hereinafter
referred to as the "Administrator.” The Administrator shall be appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and shall be
compensated at the rate now or hereafter provided for Level 111 of the Executive Schedule Pay Rates (5 U.S.C. 5314).

(c) There shall be in the Administration a Deputy Administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration who shall be appointed
by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and shall be compensated at the rate now or hereafter provided for Level IV of the
Executive Schedule Pay Rates (5 U.S.C. 5315). The Deputy Administrator shall perform such functions as the Administrator shall from time to time assign or
delegate, and shall act as Administrator during the absence or disability of the Administrator or in the event of a vacancy in the office of Administrator.

(d) There shall be in the Administration an Associate Administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration who shall be
appointed by the President , by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and shall be compensated at the rate now or hereafter provided for Level V of the
Executive Schedule Pay Rates (5 U.S.C. 5316). The Associate Administrator shall perform such functions as the Administrator shall from time to time assign
or delegate, and shall act as Administrator during the absence or disability of the Administrator and Deputy Administrator. The office of Associate
Administrator may be filled at the discretion of the President by appointment ( by and with the advice and consent of the Senate) from the active list of the
commissioned officers of the Administration in which case the appointment shall create a vacancy on the active list and while holding the office of Associate
Administrator the officer shall have rank, pay, and allowances not exceeding those of a vice admiral.

(e) There shall be in the Administration three additional officers who shall perform such functions as the Administrator shall from time to time
assign or delegate. Each such officer shall be appointed by the Secretary, subject to the approval of the President, under the classified civil service, shall have
such title as the Secretary shall from time to time determine, and shall receive compensation at the rate now or hereafter provided for Level V of the
Executive Schedule Pay Rates (5 U.S.C. 5316).

(f) The President may appoint in the Administration, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, two commissioned officers to serve at any
one time as the designated heads of two principal constituent organizational entities of the Administration, or the President may designate one such officer as
the head of such an organizational entity and the other as the head of the commissioned corps of the Administration. Any such designation shall create a vacancy
on the active list and the officer while serving under this subsection shall have the rank, pay, and allowances of a rear admiral (upper half).

(9) Any commissioned officer of the Administration who has served under (d) or (f) and is retired while so serving or is retired after the completion

of such service while serving in a lower rank or grade, shall be retired with the rank, pay, and allowances authorized by law for the highest grade and

rank held by him; but any such officer, upon termination of his appointment in a rank above that of captain, shall, unless appointed or assigned to

some other position for which a higher rank or grade is provided, revert to the grade and number he would have occupied had he not served in a rank
above that of captain and such officer shall be an extra number in that grade.

SEC. 3. Performance of transferred functions. The provisions of sections 2 and 4 of Reorganization Plan No. 5 of 1950 (64 Stat. 1263) shall be



applicable to the functions transferred hereunder to the Secretary of Commerce.

SEC. 4 Incidental Transfers. (a) So much of the personnel, property, records, and unexpended balances of appropriations, allocations, and other funds
employed, used, held, available, or to be made available in connection with the functions transferred to the Secretary of Commerce by this reorganization plan
as the Director of the Office of Management and Budget shall determine shall be transferred to the Department of Commerce at such time or times as the
Director shall direct.

(b)  Such further measures and dispositions as the Director of the Office of Management and Budget shall deem to be necessary in order to
effectuate the transfers referred to in subsection (a) of this section shall be carried out in such manner as he shall direct and by such agencies as he shall
designate.

(c) The personnel, property, records, and unexpended balances of the appropriations, allocations, and other funds of the Environmental Science
Services Administration shall become personnel, property, records, and unexpended balances of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration or of such
other organizational entity or entities of the Department of Commerce as the Secretary of Commerce shall determine.

(d) The Commissioned Officer Corps of the Environmental Science Services Administration shall become the Commissioned Officer Corps of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Members of the Corps, including those appointed hereafter, shall be entitled to all rights, privileges, and
benefits heretofore available under any law to commissioned officers of the Environmental Science Services Administration, including those rights,
privileges, and benefits heretofore accorded by law to commissioned officers of the former Coast and Geodetic Survey.

(e) Any personnel, property, records, and unexpended balances of appropriations, allocations, and other funds of the Bureau of Commercial
Fisheries not otherwise transferred shall become personnel, property, records, and unexpended balances of such organizational entity or entities of the
Department of the Interior as the Secretary of the Interior shall determine.

SEC. 5. Interim Oficers. (a) The President may authorize any person who immediately prior to the effective date of this reorganization plan held a
position in the executive branch of the Government to act as Administrator until the office of Administrator is for the first time filled pursuant to the provisions of
this reorganization plan or by recess appointment, as the case may be.

(b) The President may similarly authorize any such person to act as Deputy Administrator and authorize any such person to act as
Associate Administrator.

(c) The President may similarly authorize a member of the former Commissioned Officer Corps of the Environmental Science Services
Administration to act as the head of one principal constituent organizational entity of the Administration.

(d) The President may authorize any person who serves in an acting capacity under the foregoing provisions of this section to receive the
compensation attached to the office in respect of which he so serves. Such compensation, if authorized, shall be in lieu of, but not in addition to, other
compensation from the United States to which such person may be entitled.

SEC. 6. Abolitions. (a) Subject to the provisions of this reorganization plan, the following, exclusive of any functions, are hereby abolished:

(1) The Environmental Science Services Administration in the Department of Commerce (established by Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 1965, 79
Stat.1318), including the offices of Administrator of the Environmental Science Services Administration and Deputy Administrator of the Environmental
Science Services Administration.

(2) The Bureau of Commercial Fisheries in the Department of the Interior (16 U.S.C. 742b), including the office of Director of the Bureau of
Commercial Fisheries.

(b) Such provisions as may be necessary with respect to terminating any outstanding affairs shall be made by the Secretary of Commerce in the case of

the Environmental Science Services Administration and by the Secretary of the Interior in the case of the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries.
[F.R. Doc. 70-13375; Filed Oct. 5, 1970; 8:45 a.m.]



-CITE-
16 USC Sec. 760e

— EXPCITE-
TITLE 16 - CONSERVATION
CHAPTER 9A - PRESERVATION OF FISHERY RESOURCES
— HEAD-
Sec. 760e. Study of migratory game fish; waters; research; purpose
— STATUTE-
The Secretary of Commerce is directed to undertake a comprehensive continuing
study of the migratory marine fish of interest to recreational fishermen of the
United States, including species inhabiting the offshore waters of the United
States and species which migrate through or spend a part of their lives in the
inshore waters of the United States. The study shall include, but not be limited
to, research on migrations, identity of stocks, growth rates, mortality rates,
variations in survival, environmental influences, both natural and artificial,
including pollution, and effects of fishing on the species, for the purpose of
developing wise conservation policies and constructive management activities.
— SOURCE-
(Pub. L. 86-359, Sec. 1, Sept. 22, 1959, 73 Stat. 642; 1970 Reorg. Plan No. 4, Sec.
1(b), eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35 F.R. 15627, 84 Stat. 2090.)

— TRANS-
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS
Transfer of functions to Secretary of Commerce from Secretary of the Interior by
Reorg. Plan No. 4 of 1970, see note set out under section 755 of this title.

- CITE-
16 USC Sec. 760F
— HEAD-
Sec. 760f. Migratory game fish study; authorization to acquire facilities, employ
officers and employees, cooperate with State and other agencies, and to publish
results
— STATUTE-
For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of sections 760e to 760g of this
title, the Secretary of Commerce is authorized (1) to acquire lands, construct
laboratory or other buildings, purchase boats, acquire such other equipment and
apparatus, and to employ such officers and employees as he deems necessary; (2)
to cooperate or contract with State and other institutions and agencies upon such
terms and conditions as he determines to be appropriate; and (3) to make public
the results of such research conducted pursuant to section 760e of this title.
— SOURCE-
(Pub. L. 86-359, Sec. 2, Sept. 22, 1959, 73 Stat. 642; 1970 Reorg. Plan No. 4, Sec.
1(b), eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35 F.R. 15627, 84 Stat. 2090.)
— TRANS-
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS
Transfer of functions to Secretary of Commerce from Secretary of the Interior by
Reorg. Plan No. 4 of 1970, see note set out under section 755 of this title.

- CITE-
16 USC Sec. 760g
— HEAD-
Sec. 760g. Authorization of appropriations for migratory game fish study
— STATUTE-
There are hereby authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary to
carry out the provisions of sections 760e to 760g of this title: Provided, That
no more than $2,700,000 be appropriated for this purpose in any one fiscal year.
— SOURCE-
(Pub. L. 86-359, Sec. 3, Sept. 22, 1959, 73 Stat. 643.)



From the U.S. Code Online via GPO Access

[ wais.access.gpo.-gov]

[Laws in effect as of January 3, 2005]

[Document not affected by Public Laws enacted between January 3, 2005 and June 19, 2006]
[CITE: 16USC1881c]

TITLE 16--CONSERVATION
CHAPTER 38--FISHERY CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT SUBCHAPTER V--FISHERY MONITORING AND
RESEARCH Sec. 1881c. Fisheries research

(a) In general

The Secretary shall initiate and maintain, in cooperation with the Councils, a comprehensive program of
fishery research to carry out and further the purposes, policy, and provisions of this chapter. Such program
shall be designed to acquire knowledge and information, including statistics, on fishery conservation and
management and on the economics and social characteristics of the fisheries.
(b) Strategic plan

Within one year after October 11, 1996, and at least every 3 years thereafter, the Secretary shall develop
and publish in the Federal Register a strategic plan for fisheries research for the 5 years immediately
following such publication. The plan shall--

(1) identify and describe a comprehensive program with a limited number of priority objectives for
research in each of the areas specified in subsection (c) of this section;

(2) indicate goals and timetables for the program described in paragraph (1);

(3) provide a role for commercial fishermen in such research, including involvement in field
testing;

(4) provide for collection and dissemination, in a timely manner, of complete and accurate
information concerning fishing activities, catch, effort, stock assessments, and other research conducted
under this section; and

(5) be developed in cooperation with the Councils and affected States, and provide for coordination
with the Councils, affected States, and other research entities.

(c) Areas of research
Areas of research are as follows:
(1) Research to support fishery conservation and management, including but not limited to, biological
research concerning the abundance and life history parameters of stocks of fish, the interdependence of
fisheries or stocks of fish, the identification of essential fish habitat, the impact of pollution on fish
populations, the impact of wetland and estuarine degradation, and other factors affecting the abundance and
availability of fish.
(2) Conservation engineering research, including the study of fish behavior and the development and
testing of new gear technology and fishing techniques to minimize bycatch and any adverse effects on essential
fish habitat and promote efficient harvest of target species.
(3) Research on the fisheries, including the social, cultural, and economic relationships among fishing
vessel owners, crew, United States fish processors, associated shoreside labor, seafood markets and fishing
communities.
(4) Information management research, including the development of a fishery information base and an
information management system under section 1881 of this title that will permit the full use of information
in the support of effective fishery conservation and management.
(d) Public notice

In developing the plan required under subsection (a) of this section, the Secretary shall consult with
relevant Federal, State, and international agencies, scientific and technical experts, and other interested
persons, public and private, and shall publish a proposed plan in the Federal Register for the purpose of receiving
public comment on the plan. The Secretary shall ensure that affected commercial fishermen are actively involved in
the development of the portion of the plan pertaining to conservation engineering research. Upon final publication
in the Federal Register, the plan shall be submitted by the Secretary to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on Resources of the House of Representatives.

(Pub. L. 94-265, title IV, Sec. 404, as added Pub. L. 104-297, title Il, Sec. 205, Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat.

3609.)
Prior Provisions

A prior section 404 of Pub. L. 94-265, amended section 1362 of this title and enacted provisions formerly set
out as a note under section 1362 of this title, prior to being amended generally by Pub. L. 104-297.
Study of Contribution of Bycatch to Charitable Organizations
Section 208 of Pub. L. 104-297, as amended by Pub. L. 104-208, div. A, title I, Sec. 101(a) [title 11, Sec.
211(b)], Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009, 3009-41, provided that:
~~(a) Study.--The Secretary of Commerce shall conduct a study of the contribution of bycatch to charitable
organizations by commercial fishermen. The study shall include determinations of--
“7(1) the amount of bycatch that is contributed each year to charitable organizations by commercial
fishermen;
“7(2) the economic benefits to commercial fishermen from those contributions; and
“7(3) the impact on fisheries of the availability of those benefits.
“~(b) Report.--Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this Act [Oct. 11, 1996], the Secretary of
Commerce shall submit to the Congress a report containing determinations made in the study under subsection (a)-
~~(c) Bycatch Defined.--In this section the term “bycatch® has the meaning given that term in section 3 of
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act [16 U.S.C. 1802], as amended by section 102 of this
Act. **
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NAO 216-100

PROTECTION OF CONFIDENTIAL FISHERIES STATISTICS Eff: 7/18/94; Iss: 7/26/94

SECTION 1. PURPOSE.

. 01 This Order:

a.prescribes policies and procedures for protecting the confidentiality of data submitted
to and collected by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)/National

Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) as authorized or required by law;

b.informs authorized users of their obligations for maintaining the confidentiality
of data received by NMFS;

c. provides for operational safeguards to maintain the security of data; and

d.states the penalties provided by law for disclosure of confidential data.

SECTION 2. SCOPE.

This Order covers all confidential data received, collected, maintained, or used by NMFS.
SECTION 3. DEFINITIONS.

. 01 Access to data means the freedom or ability to use data, conditioned by a statement
of nondisclosure and penalties for unauthorized use.

. 02 Aggregate or summary form means data structured so that the identity of the
submitter cannot be determined either from the present release of the data or in
combination with other releases.

. 03 Agreement refers to all binding forms of mutual commitment under a stated set of
conditions to achieve a specific objective.

. 04 Assistant Administrator means the Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA,
or a designee authorized to have access to confidential

data.

. 05 Authorized Use/User.

a. Authorized use is that specific use authorized under the governing statute,
regulation, order, contract or agreement.

b. An authorized user is any person who, having the need to collect or use confidential
data in the performance of an official activity, has read this Order and has signed a
statement of nondisclosure affirming the user's understanding of NMFS obligations with

1



respect to confidential data and the penalties for unauthorized use and disclosure.

. 06 Confidential data means data that are identifiable with any person, accepted by the
Secretary, and prohibited by law from being disclosed to the public. The term "as used”
does not convey data sensitivity for national security purposes [See Executive Order (E.O.)
12356 dated April 2, 1982].

. 07 Data refers to information used as a basis for reasoning, discussion, or calculation that
a person may submit, either voluntarily or as required by statute or regulation.

. 08 GC means the Office of General Counsel, NOAA.

. 09 Person means any individual (whether or not a citizen or national of the United
States), any corporation, partnership, association, or other entity (whether or not organized
or existing under the laws of any State), and any Federal, State, local, or foreign
government or any entity of such governments, including Regional Fishery Management
Councils (Councils).

.10 Public means any person who is not an authorized user.

.11 Region means NMFS Regional field offices, Fisheries Science Centers, and associated
laboratories.

.12 Source document means the document, paper, or electronic format on which data are
originally recorded.

.13 State employee means any member of a State agency responsible for developing and
monitoring the State's program for fisheries or Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA)
program.

. 14 Submitter means any person or the agent of any person who provides data to
NMFS either voluntarily or as required by statute or regulation.

SECTION 4. POLICY.
For data subject to this Order, it is NMFS policy that:

a. confidential data shall only be disclosed to the public if required by the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 552, the Privacy Act, 5 U.S.C. 552a, or by court order.
Disclosure of data pursuant to a subpoena issued by an agency of competent jurisdiction is
a lawful disclosure. Disclosure pursuant to a subpoena must be approved by GC;

b. individual identifiers shall be retained with data, unless the permanent deletion is
consistent with the needs of NMFS and good scientific practice

[See Section 6.02c]; and

c. a notice is required on all report forms requesting data and must comply with 5 U.S.C.
552a(e)(3) and Paperwork Reduction Act requirements in NAO 216-8, Information
Collections and Requirements Needing Office of Management and Budget Clearance. [See
E.O. 12600 of June 23, 1987, for additional information regarding the rights of submitters
to designate commercial confidential data at the time of submission.]

SECTION 5. OPERATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES.

. 01 The Regional Director of each region (or, in the case of headquarters, each Office
2



Director) has the responsibility to maintain the confidentiality of all data collected,
maintained, and disclosed by the respective region.

. 02 Each region shall submit to the Assistant Administrator specific procedures
governing the collection, maintenance, and disclosure of confidential data. These
documents shall be compiled as regional handbooks following the guidelines and
standards:

a. handbooks are to be developed in detail to ensure the maintenance of confidential data
on a functional basis in each region; and

b. handbooks shall be coordinated through the National Data Management Committee (a
NMFS group established by the Assistant Administrator to develop data management
policies and procedures) and reviewed annually. The regional handbooks will address, at
minimum, the contents of Sections 6-7.

SECTION 6. PROCEDURES.

. 01 Data Collection. To collect data, the Secretary may use Federal employees,
contractor employees, or, pursuant to an agreement, State employees.

a. General Requirements.

1. Personnel authorized to collect Federal data must maintain all documents
containing confidential data in secure facilities; and

2. may not disclose confidential data, whether recorded or not, to anyone not authorized
to receive and handle such data.

b. Specific Requirements.

1. Each Federal or contractor employee collecting or processing confidential data will be
required to read, date, and sign a statement of nondisclosure, that affirms the
employee's understanding of NMFS obligations with respect to confidential data and the
penalties for unauthorized use and disclosure of the data. Upon signature, the
employee's name will be placed on record as an "authorized user," and the employee will
be issued certification.

2. Data collected by a contractor must be transferred timely to authorized Federal
employees; no copies of these data may be retained by the contractor. NMFS may permit
contractors to retain aggregated data. A data return clause shall be included in the
agreement. All procedures applicable to Federal employees must be followed by contractor

employees collecting data with Federal authority.

3. Under agreements with the State, each State data collector collecting confidential data
will sign a statement at least as protective as the one signed by Federal employees, which
affirms that the signer understands the applicable procedures and regulations and the
penalties for unauthorized disclosure.

.02 Maintenance.

a. Maintenance is defined as the procedures required to keep confidential data secure from
the time the source documents are received by NMFS to their ultimate disposition,
regardless of format. [See National Institute of Standards and Technology "Computer
Security Publications, List 91" for guidance.]



b. Specific procedures in regional handbooks must deal with the following minimum security
requirements, as well as any others that may be necessary because of the specific data,
equipment, or physical facilities:

1. the establishment of an office or person responsible for evaluating requests for
access to data;

2. the identifications of all persons certified as authorized users. These lists shall be kept
current and reviewed on an annual basis;

3. the issuance of employee security rules that emphasize the confidential status of certain
data and the consequences of unauthorized removal or disclosure;

4. the description of the security procedures used to prevent unauthorized access to and/or
removal of confidential data;

5. the development of a catalog/inventory system of all confidential data received
including: the type of source document; the authority under which each item of data was
collected; any statutory or regulatory restriction(s) which may apply; and routing from the
time of receipt until final disposition; and

6. The development of an appropriate coding system for each set of confidential data so
that access to data that identifies, or could be used to identify, the person or business of the

submitter is controlled by the use of one or more coding system(s). Lists that contain the
codes shall be kept secure.

c. The permanent deletion of individual identifiers from a database shall be addressed on
a case-by-case basis. Identifiers may only be deleted after:

1. future uses of data have thoroughly been evaluated, e.g., the need for individual
landings records for allocating shares under an individual transferable quota program;

2. consultation with the agency(s) collecting data (if other than NMFS), the relevant
Council(s), and NMFS Senior Scientist; and

3. concurrence by the Assistant Administrator has been received prior to deletion.
.03 Access to Data Subject to This Order.

a. General Requirements. In determining whether to grant a request for access to
confidential data, the following information shall be taken into consideration:

1. the specific types of data required;
2. the relevance of the data to the intended uses;
3. whether access will be continuous, infrequent, or one-time;

4. an evaluation of the requester's statement of why aggregate or nonconfidential
summaries of data would not satisfy the requested needs; and

5. the legal framework for the disclosure, in accordance with GC and this Order.

b. Within NMFS. NMFS employees requesting confidential data must have certification as
being authorized users for the particular type of data requested.



c. Councils. Upon written request by the Council Executive Director:

1. "authorized user" status for confidential data collected under the Magnuson Fishery
Conservation and Management Act (Magnuson Act) may be granted to a Council for use
by the Council for conservation and management purposes consistent with the approval of
the Assistant Administrator as described in 50 CFR 603.5;

2. M"authorized user” status for confidential data, collected under the Magnuson Act and
MMPA, will be granted to Council employees who are responsible for Fishery Management
Plan development and monitoring; and

3. Councils that request access to confidential data must submit, on an annual basis, a
copy of their procedures for ensuring the confidentiality of data to the region, or in the case
of intercouncil fisheries, regions. The procedures will be evaluated for their effectiveness
and, if necessary, changes may be recommended. As part of this procedure, an updated
statement of nondisclosure will be included for each employee and member who requires
access to confidential data.

d. States.

1. Requests from States for confidential data shall be directed in writing to the NMFS office
that maintains the source data.

2. Each request will be processed in accordance with any agreement NMFS may have
with the State:

(a) confidential data collected solely under Federal authority will be provided to a State by
NMFS only if the Assistant Administrator finds that the State has authority to protect the
confidentiality of the data comparable to, or more stringent than, NMFS' requirements; and

(b) the State will exercise its authority to limit subsequent access and use of the data to
those uses allowed by authorities under which the data was

collected.

3. If the State has no agreement with NMFS for the collection and exchange of confidential
data, the request shall be treated as a public request and disclosure may be denied
subject to FOIA or the Privacy Act.

4. Where a State has entered into a cooperative exchange agreement with another
State(s), NMFS will facilitate transfer or exchange of State collected data in its possession if:

(a) NMFS has written authorization for data transfer from the head of the collecting State
agency; and

(b) the collecting State has provided NMFS a list of authorized users in the recipient
State(s); and

(c) the collecting State agrees to hold the United States Government harmless for
any suit that may arise from the misuse of the data.

e. Contractors.

1. Pursuant to an agreement with NMFS, a NMFS contractor (including universities, Sea
Grant investigators, etc.) may be granted "authorized user" status consistent with this
Order if the use furthers the mission of NMFS.



2. The region will notify the contractor of its decision on access in writing within 30
calendar days after receipt of the request.

3. Contingent upon approval, the contractor will be provided with details regarding
conditions of data access, any costs involved, formats, timing, and security procedures. If
the request is denied, the reason(s) for denial will be given by the NMFS office involved.
The denial will not preclude NMFS consideration of future requests from the contractor.

4. If access is granted, language in the agreement specifically dealing with confidentiality
of data will be required. The language shall include all of the relevant portions of this Order
and shall prohibit the further disclosure of the data. No data may be retained beyond the
termination date of the agreement; and any disclosure of data derived from the accessed
confidential data must be approved by NMFS.

5. Each agreement shall be reviewed by GC prior to its execution, and shall, to the
extent possible, be consistent with the model agreement contained in Appendix D (Not
included --WebEd).

f. Submitters. The Privacy Act allows for data to be released back to the submitter upon
receipt and verification of a written request stating the data required.

04. Requests for Confidential Data. NMFS is authorized to collect data under various
statutes [See Appendix A (Not include --WebEd)]. Two types of statutes govern the
disclosure of confidential data collected by the Federal Government, those that contain
specific and non-discretionary language within the Act, and those that provide overall
guidance to the Federal Government. Sections of these Acts that deal with exceptions to
disclosure may be found in Appendix B (Not included -- WebEd).

a. Magnuson Act and MMPA.

1. Data collected under 16 U.S.C. 1853 (a) or (b), and 16 U.S.C. 1383a (c),(d),(e),(f),or
(h) will be handled in the following manner:

(a) data will only be disclosed to Federal employees and Council employees who are
responsible for management plan development and monitoring; State employees pursuant
to an agreement with the Secretary that prevents public disclosure of the identity or business
of any person; a Council for conservation and management purposes [not applicable for
MMPA data] or when required by court order. [See 50 CFR 229.10 and part 603];

(b) Council advisory groups are not permitted access to such confidential data [See 50
CFR 601.27(b)1;

(c) requests from States that do not have an agreement with the Secretary will be
processed in accordance with the Privacy Act or FOIA; and

(d) data collected by an observer under 16 U.S.C. 1853 (a) or (b) are not considered to
have been "submitted to the Secretary by any person,"” and therefore are not confidential
under Section 6.04.a of this Order. Data collected by an observer may be withheld from
disclosure under the Privacy Act, or subsections (b)(3),(4),(5),(6), or (7) of FOIA.

2. Confidential data submitted to the Secretary under other Sections of the Magnuson Act
or MMPA may only be disclosed in accordance with the Privacy Act or FOIA. Types of data
and the collection authority may include among others:

(a) Processed Product Data -- 16 U.S.C. 1854(e);

(b) Fish Meal and Oil, Monthly -- 16 U.S.C. 1854(e);
6



(c) Data Collected Under State Authority and Provided to NMFS -- 16 U.S.C. 1854(e);
and

(d) Tuna-Dolphin Observer Program -- 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.

b. South Pacific Tuna Act. Data collected under South Pacific Tuna Act 16 U.S.C. 973j is
protected from disclosure to the public in accordance with section 973j(b).

c. Other Statutes. Confidential data collected under other NMFS programs as authorized
by statutes other than South Pacific Tuna Act (16 U.S.C 973j), MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et
seq.), and Magnuson Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), may only be disclosed to the public in
accordance with the Privacy Act and FOIA. Types of data and the collection authority may
include among others:

(1) Monthly Cold Storage Fish Report -- 16 U.S.C. 742(a);

(2) Market News Data -- 16 U.S.C. 742(a); and

(3) Seafood Inspection Data -- 7 U.S.C. 1621 et seq.

d. Special Procedures.

1. Cold Storage Summary Reports. NMFS publishes monthly cold storage holdings of
fishery products. Advance knowledge of the content of

these reports could give those who trade in the products an opportunity to gain competitive
advantage. Therefore, in addition to the confidential protection provided to individual
reports, the monthly summary report will not be disclosed to the public until 3:00 p.m.
Eastern Time of the official release date. Release dates for these data are published 1 year in
advance in November, and can be obtained from the NMFS Fisheries Statistics Division.

2. Surplus commodity purchases by USDA. NMFS and the Department of Agriculture
(USDA) have an interagency agreement relating to the purchase of surplus fishery
products. NMFS is responsible for providing confidential data and recommendations to the
USDA regarding these purchases. Advance knowledge of these data could cause a
competitive advantage or disadvantage to the general public, fishing industry, and the
program. Therefore, all NMFS personnel engaged in the surplus commodity purchase
program will be required to sign a specific "USDA Responsibility Statement.”" A copy will be
maintained in the Office of Trade Services.

3. Agreements for Disclosure of Confidential Data. A letter of agreement may
authorize the disclosure of confidential data when both the Government and the submitter
agree to disclosure of the data. The need to provide security for the data will vary
depending on the type of data collected and the form of the disclosure. Disclosure can be
undertaken if all the following conditions are met:

(a) the person has agreed in writing to the disclosure and is aware that disclosure is
irrevocable;

(b) the recipient has been informed in writing of the sensitivity of the data; and
(c) the wording of the agreement has been approved by GC.

. 05 Disposal. NAO 205-1, NOAA Records Management Program, shall govern the
disposition of records covered under this Order.



SECTION 7. PENALTIES.

. 01 Civil and Criminal. Persons who make unauthorized disclosure of confidential data
may be subject to civil penalties or criminal prosecution under:

a. Trade Secrets Act (18 U.S.C. 1905);
b. Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a(i)(1));

c. Magnuson Act (16 U.S.C. 1858); and
d. MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1375).

. 02 Conflict of Interest. Employees are prohibited by Department of Commerce
employee conduct regulations [15 CFR part 0] and by ethics regulations applicable to the
Executive Branch [5 CFR 2635.703] from using nonpublic information subject to this
Order for personal gain, whether or not there is a disclosure to a third party.

. 03 Disciplinary Action. Persons may be subject to disciplinary action, including
removal, for failure to comply with this Order. Prohibited activities include, but are not
limited to, unlawful disclosure or use of the data, and failure to comply with
implementing regulations or statutory prohibitions relating to the collection,
maintenance, use and disclosure of data covered by this Order.

SECTION 8. EFFECT ON OTHER ISSUANCES. None.
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6. 0648—-0399, Limits on Applications
of Take Prohibitions (Threatened
Salmonids);

7. 0648-0402, Application and
Reports for Scientific Research and
Enhancement Permits under the
Endangered Species Act;

8. 0648-0463, Pacific Islands Region
Coral Reef Ecosystems Permit Form;

9. 0648—-0490, Pacific Islands Region
Permit Family of Forms;

10. 0648-0471, Highly Migratory
Species Scientific Research Permits,
Exempted Fishing Permits, and Letters
of Authorization; and

11. 0648-0293, Application for
Commercial Fisheries Authorization
under Section 118 of the Marine
Mammal Protection Act.

All but four of these eleven permit
collections currently require some or
most of this information.

The primary purpose of these
revisions is to bring NMFS into
compliance with the Debt Collection
Improvement Act (DCIA) of 1996, 31
U.S.C. Section 7701. This action is in
line with the Department of Commerce
Interim Final Rule 0648—-AA24 (April
16, 2007), which revises and replaces
Department of Commerce debt
collection regulations to conform to the
DCIA.

In addition, this action will add to the
developing consistency of permit
requirements across NMFS regions and
divisions, ultimately reducing the
public’s burden in completing these
forms (a significant number of vessels
fish in more than one region or
division).

This action will add no burden or cost
to the public. There should be no
research or retrieval required for any of
the information. As the information will
be added to existing forms, no
additional transmission costs will be
incurred.

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before August 6, 2007.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Diana Hynek, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6625,
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be

collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of these information
collections; they also will become a
matter of public record.

Dated: May 31, 2007.
Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. E7-10870 Filed 6-5-07; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Tag Recapture
Card

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before August 6, 2007.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Diana Hynek, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6625,
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Eric S. Orbesen, 800—437—
3936 or Eric.Orbesen@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
I. Abstract

The primary objectives of a tagging
program are to obtain scientific
information on fish growth and
movements necessary to assist in stock
assessment and management. This is
accomplished by the random recapture
of tagged fish by fishermen and the

subsequent voluntary submission of the
appropriate data.

II. Method of Collection

The recapture cards will be sent out
to the constituents who will fill in the
cards with the pertinent information
when and if they recapture a tagged fish
and mail the cards back to our offices.

II1. Data

OMB Number: 0648-0259.

Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission.

Affected Public: Individuals or
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
30.

Estimated Time per Response: 2
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 1.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $0.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: May 31, 2007.
Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. E7-10875 Filed 6-5-07; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Pacific Tuna
Fisheries Logbook

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
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