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Relapse rates for drug-addicted patients are compared with those su!ering from 
diabetes, hypertension, and asthma. Relapse is common and similar across these illnesses 
(as is adherence to medication). Thus, drug addiction should be treated like any other 
chronic illness, with relapse serving as a trigger for renewed intervention.
Source: McLellan et al., JAMA, 284:1689–1695, 2000.
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* nonmedical use
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* 2008 Monitoring the Future data for  
past-year use is unavailable.
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