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White Plains, Greene County, Georgia, June 1941
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Garden adjacent to the dugout home of Jack Whinery, homesteader
Pie Town, New Mexico, September 1940
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Mrs. Holley holding her baby while playing Forty-two at party after
literary society meeting

Pie Town, New Mexico, June 1940
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Women workers employed as wipers in the roundhouse
. having lunch in their rest room, Chicago and Northwest
Railway Company
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Approximately one dozen photographers were employed by the Farm Security Administration (FSA),
and its successor agency, the Office of War Information (OWI), from 1935 through 1944. The original
goal of the government project was to record through documentary photographs the ravages of the
Depression on America's rural population and were intended to spur Congress and the American
public to support government relief efforts. Over the years, with an improved economy, increased
industrialization, and the onset of World War Il, the photographs increasingly focused on an America
that was productive, beautiful, and determined. The photographs originally intended to have a narrow

focus developed into a noteworthy broader national record.

In additions to their documentary and historic value, the color images in the FSA/OWI Collection
provide a remarkable opportunity to study the early use of color film as it was employed by a
dedicated group of professional photographers -- who generally took black-and-white images. It is
revealing to compare monochrome and color images taken on the same shoot, or to identify particular
landscapes or subjects that caught the photographer's eye in such a way that he or she chose to use
the medium of color to best represent their essence.



