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7. REGULATIONS AND ADVISORIES

The international, national, and state regulations and guidelines regarding sulfur trioxide and sulfuric acid in

air, water, and other media are summarized in Table 7- 1.

The DHHS (1994) and EPA have not classifed sulfur trioxide or sulfuric acid for carcinogenic effects.

IARC considers occupational exposure to strong inorganic mists containing sulfuric acid to be carcinogenic

to humans (Group 1) (IARC 1992). ACGIH has classified sulfuric acid as a suspected human carcinogen

(Group A2) (ACGIH 1998).

Sulfuric acid is on the list of chemicals in “Toxic Chemicals Subject to Section 3 13 of the Emergency

Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act”’ (EPA 1998f).

The occupational permissible exposure limit (PEL) for sulfuric acid is 1 mg/ m3 (OSHA 1998). The NIOSH

recommended exposure limit (REL) is also 1 mg/m3 (NIOSH 1997). ACGIH recommends a threshold limit

value time-weighted average (TLV-TWA) of 1 mg/m3 and a short-term exposure limit (STEL) of 3 mg/m3

(ACGIH 1998).

No MRLs have been derived for sulfur trioxide or sulfuric acid. EPA has not derived an oral reference dose

(RfD) or an inhalation reference concentration (RfC) for sulfur trioxide or sulfuric acid.










