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4 proposed groundfish fishery
management plan amendment, and to
draft reports to be presented to the
Pacific Fishery Management Council
during its April 8-11. 1986 meeting in
Eureka, CA. For further information
contact Joseph C. Greenley, Executive
Director, Pacific Fishery Management
Council, Metro Ct")ter. Suite 420. 2000
S.\W. First Avenue, Portland, Or 97201:
telphone (303) 22i b ’32.

Jaied: February 20, 1986,
Richard 8. Roe,

! etor, Offfce of Fiskhenes ’V(‘I’U;t el
Netione! Marine Fisherios Service.

[FR Qoc. 864322 Filed 2-27-86, 8:45 am]
BILLING CCDE 3510-22-M

Pacific Fishery Alanagement Council;
Pubiic Meetings

AGENCY: Naticnal Marine Fisheries
Service. NOAA, Commerce..

The Pacific Fishery Management
Council and its advisorv bodies will
convene public meetings. March 16-13,
1986. at the Holiday Inn Portland-
Airport, 8439 NE. Columbia Boulevard.
Purtland, OR, as follows:

On March 10, the Council meeting will
convene at 1 pam. with @ closed session
(not open to the public), to discuss
litigation and personnel matiers. The
open session will begin at 2 pan. with
administrative mastlers, including
appointment of a new member to the
Groundfish Mana :nmem Team and the
slat the FY 86 budget. The Council
will review the 1685 <dlrmn fisheries
and the status of the stocks, as well as
hear recommendations frem the
Scientific and Statistical Commmee
(8521, the Salimon Advisory Subpanel
(S/ \S‘ the public. the states. and the
Nationu] Marine Fisheries Service on
the 1987 fisheries and the 1986 stock
abundanee.

On March 11, the Council will
tentatively :‘dop* 1986 salmon
management apvor s for analysis by the
Salmon Plan Development Team
(SPT). and receive a summary of 1987
salmon plan amendment issues. The
Council witl also review groundfish
menagement issues and take action on
experimental fishing permit

Dy lications, drafls of the groundfish
pian amendment package, and foreign
fishing applications. There will be a
public comment period at 4:30 p.m.

On March 12, the Council will
continue consideration of administrative
matters including the FY 87 data
collection needs for Council-related
activities and the Council/National
Oceanic and Atmospheric

Admiristration Task Group evaluation
of the Magnuson Fishery Conservation
and Managenient Act implementation.
The Gouncil will alse hear a repor! of its
Habitat Committee and public
comments on a habitat policy privrto
final adoption.

On March 13, the Council will hear the
analysis and comments of the SPDT.
SSC, SAS. public. and stales on the
senal 1986 saimon nanage:?”
oplions befare linal adoption of
mansanment options for public hearings.

Muetings of the Council's H\(,. SAS
SPUT, habitzt. foreign fishing. and
budget committecs will be held in the
same location commencing the
afterncon of March 9 through the
evening of March i3 Detziled agendas
ol all meetings will be available for the
pu’mv on February 21. For further
information contact ]osevh C. Greeniey.
Executive Director. Pacific Fisharv
Management Council. NMeatro Center
2000 Q W. First AW‘mP Portland. UR
97:201; telephone: (503) 221-6352.

Dated: February 20, 1856,

Richard 3. Roe.
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Intent To Frepare a Drait
Environmental Impact Staternient and
Marzagement Plan for 3 Possible
National Marine Sanctuary of Norfoik
Canyon; Announcement of Norfofk
Canyon as an Active Candidate and
Suspension of Ten Fathom Ledge/Big
Rock From Consideration as a
National Marine Sanctuary

AGENCY: National Ocean Service '\‘OS}.
National Qceunic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA). Commerce.
ACTION \'ohr"

SUMMARY: NOAA s announcing \n"f/s’k
Canyon (60 miles off the coast of
Virginia) as an Active Candidate for
designation as g National Marine
Sunctuary. and its intend to prepare an
emvironmental impact statement on the
preeosal to designate. A nolice
suhicduling & scoping meeting will he
publishied at g later date.

On September 17, 1485, NOAA
iniliated preliminary consultation on
two sites as potential national marine
sanctuaries. (Preliminary Consullation is
the first step loward designation ol a
national marine sanctiary.) The sites
wese Norfolk Canyon and Ten Fathom
Ledge/Big Rock. On November 18, 1985
the period for public comment ended.
NOA has reviewed and considered

public comments on both sites and is
continuing the process for designating
Norfulk Canvon: A draft management
plan and draft cuvironmental fpact
stetement will be prepared. NOAA is
2lso annvuncing tha! due to a backlog of
Aative Candidates it will not proceed
with further evaluation of Ten Fathom
Ledue/Big Rock at this time. The site
will remain on the Site Evaluation List
for tuture consideration,

FCR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
N Edward Lindelof Senior Policy
Analyut, Senctuary Prograrms Division,
Qe of Urmn and Coastal Reseurce
Muanagement, Nalicnal Qceanic and
;\.mos;‘n(:nu Administration, 3300
Wiitehaven Stiee! NW., Washinaten,
DO 207258 {202) 63-4-3230.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFOGRMATION:

1. Background

Title Ul of the NMarine Protection,
Research, and Sanciuaries Act of 1672
as amended. 16 U.S.C. 1431 ef seqg. (the
Act), antharizes the Seeretary of
Commerce to designiate ocean waters, as
far seaward os the outer edee of the
continanial sheif and over which the
United Stales exercizes ;nrm‘v stion,
consistont with international taw. as
national marine sunctuaries, The
prrpose of designating national maiine
'lv'h aries is to protect and manoye
distinotive areas uf the marine
environment for those conservation,
recreational, or'mgx(.al historical,
roseatrch, educational or aesthetic
vaiues which give these creas spucial
nationi:l significance. The Act is
administered by the Nuational Oceanic

and /\!"‘~‘SY"‘("IC Administration
l\f“/[\ A) thr'()ngh the Office of Qo
and Coastel Resource Minage ‘.u.!
TQCRM). Sanctuary Program Division
{SP)

The 1984 amendments to the Act (Tule
1 oi Pub. L. 88498, codified to 16 1LS.C.
1131-1439). made several changes in the
process for designating Natienal Marine
Q.n cluaries. NOAA Is currenily
modifving its PIOgran: operaling
reselations at 15 CE'R Part 320 (o retiect
these chang gos. in the interim, where
there is @ conflict Between the curtent

wulations and the 1484 amendiments,
NOAA will telv on the statutory
Iments. Since the 1434
amendiments do not require the
Prelimingry Consultation or Active
Candidale stages in the marine
sanctuary designation process, NOAA
will no longer conduct a formaj
Preliminary Consultation or Active
Candidate roview. Instead. NOAA will
issue a natice informing the public of its
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intent to prepare an EIS on a proposed
designation of an Active Candidate
selected from the Site Evaluation List
(SEL).

NOAA began its consideration of
Norfolk Canyon and Ten Fathom Ledge/
Big Rock under its current operating
regulations at 15 CFR 922.39(1). On
September 17, 1985, NOAA published a
notice (50 FR 37760) announcing
preliminary consultation and seeking
public comment for these two sites. The
public comment period closed on
November 18, 1985.

1I. Selection of Norfolk Canyon as an
Active Candidate

Norfolk Canyon is located
approximately 60 miles off the coast of
Virginia. The center of the Canyon head
is approximately latitude 37°03.3° W,
longitude 74°38.4" W. The Canyon head
is about 16 to 19 km long and 6 km wide
near the shelf break,

Natural Resources

Norfolk Canyon is the southern-most
submarine canyon is a series of the
prominent deep water features along the
eastern continental margin of the United
States. It is an excellent biogeographic
representation of this habitat and has
two distinguishing features which other
East Coast canvon sites lack: (1) The
physiographic location is in a non-
glaciated area that is influenced by a
major drainage system (Chesapeake
Bay), and (2) the site is the habitat of
several alcyonarid and scleractinid
corals, including Primnoe reseda.

The geology of the Canyon is
characterized by deep V-shaped valleys
and steep, rocky and often unstable
walls and swift current. Despite these
physical features, Norfolk Canyon
supports an abundance of marine life, of
which its huge Alcyanarian tree corals
and “pueblo villages" (i.e., areas along
the canyon wall where large
invertebrates and some finfish dig
extensive depressions, caves and
burrows for their lodging) are especially
prominent. For a more detailed
discussion of the site’s natural
resources, please see 50 FR 37760
announcing Prelimary Consultation.

Human Uses

Major human activities pursued on the
eastern continental margin include
commercial and recreational fisheries,
mineral resources development, ocean
dumping and military operations.
Norfolk Canyon is not heavily fished for
commercial purposes but the area is
used by recreational fishermen who fish
for white marlin (Teptrapturus aibidus).

No mineral resources are currently
mined in the vicinity of Norfolk Canyon.

Those resources with the greatest near-
term potential for development are oil
and gas. Upcoming lease sale number
111 in the Mid-Atlantic area is
tentatively scheduled for November
1986.

Although no ocean disposal of wastes
is occuring at present in Norfolk
Canyon, the area has becn used
previously for the dumping of
radioactive wastes. There are two
former dumpsites, one located at about
the 1000-meter isobath, the other, more
exiensive, lying at depths between
about 2000 and 2500 meters. Both occur
on or near the axis of the Canyon.

Summary of Comments

A total of eight comments were
received on the September 12, 1985
notice. Reviewers included Federal and
state agencies, representatives of the oil
and gas industry., representatives of the
fishing industry, environmental and
public interest groups, and members of
the public. All comments received are
on file at the Sanctuary Programs
Division, Office of Ocean and Coastal
Resource Management, 2001 Wisconsin
Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20235,
The comments are available for review
at that office.

All reviewers supported listing the
Norfolk Canvon as an Active Candidate
and proceeding with our evaluation.
Amoco Corporation and the Offshore
Operators Committee noted that until a
boudary has been determined it was
difficult to determine the significance of
the proposal and that this information
should be provided prior to selection as
an active candidate. The Department of
the Interior questioned how Norfolk
Canyon was selected when it is not on
NOAA'’s Site Evaluation List.

NOAA's Response.

In response to the boundary comment,
at this early stage in reviewing a site as
a potential national marine sanctuary,
NOAA does not have sufficient
information to formulate specific
boundary alternatives. As part of
developing a draft environmental impact
statement and management plan, NOAA
will identify several boundary
alternatives, including its preferred
alternative, for public review and
comment.

In response to the Department of the
Interior comment, as explained in the
original notice for comment, Norfolk
Canyon is eligible for consideration
because it had already been under
consideration for designation by NOAA
at the time of development of the SEL
and therefore was grandfathered into
the SEL process. At the time of
development of the SEL the following
sites were under consideration for

designation by NOAA: Cordell Bank
(California); Norfolk Canyon (South
Atlantic); La Parguera (Puerto Rico):
Monterey Bay (California); Hawaiian
waters: and Fagatele Bay (American
Samoa). The scientific teams
responsible for making SEL
Recommendations were instructed not
to consider these sites for SEL listing
since they had already been selected by
NOAA for further evaluation. At that
time a contract had been awarded to
synthesize information on the physical
and biological features of Norfolk
Canvon. This site is therefore the last of
the pre-SEL Candidates to be actively
considered. ;

Subsequent Actions

NQOAA intends to prepare a draft
environmental impact statement (DEIS)
including a resource assessment report
and draft management plan on the
designation of the area as a National
Marine Sanctuary. A scoping meeting
will be held prior to preparation of the
draflt management plan and DEIS and a
notice of its date, time and location will
be published in the Federal Register. A
public hearing on the DEIS Will be
couducted. A final environmental
impact statement and management plan
will be prepared. In undertaking the
analvsis for the DEIS, NOAA will
consider the factors required in
determining if a site meets the
Designation Standards outlined in
section 303(a) of the 1984 amendments
to the Act and will consult with
Congress, other affected agencies and
the appropriate Regional Fishery
Management Council(s).

After the final environmental impact
statement, subsequent steps include a
determination by the Secretary of
Commerce that the site meets the
Designation Standards, and designation
by the Secretary. Congress then has the
opportunity to disapprove the
designation. Opportunities for public
comment exist throughout this process
and will be advertised in the local
media, and other appropriate channels.

I11. Suspension of Ten Fathom lLedge/
Big Rock From Further Consideration as
a Potential National Marine Sanctuary.

The September 17, 1985 notice of
Preliminary Consultation included the
Ten Fathom Ledge/Big Rock site. NOAA
received ten letters and petitions.
Reviewers included Federal and state
agencies, representatives of the fishing
industry, environmental and public
interest groups, dive groups and
members of the public. All comments
received are on file at the Sanctuary
Programs Division, Office of Qcean and
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Dated: Februa-v 24, 1984
Peter L. Tweedt,
Iirecton, e af Ocegn o " Conatad
Nesource Mepegement.
('R Do, 864572 Filed 2-27-56, 845 ain
BILLING CODE 3510-08-M

National Technical Information
Service

Government-Owned Inventions:
Availability for Licensing

The insemions listed below are
by agencies of the ULS,
Government and are available o
licensing in the VLS. in accordance with
S.C. 207 to achieve expedi an
commercialization of rusu’!x of federally
funded research and development.
Poreign patentsare bled on eelected
eventinns to oxtend market coverae
tor 1LA, companies and mav alse Lo
available for cetsing

Techmeal and Leensing imdormation
e speafic inventions may be obtiined
Ly writing to: Office of Vederal Patent
Licensing, US Department of
Commerce, PO, Un\ 16 Sprinefiehd,

v ied

spv

Kitps

Vireinia 22151,
Please cite the numbi and Utie of
tivenivons e antecest,

Douglas ). Campion,
(Mrpee .
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Method for Controthing Yellow
Nutsedage Using Duceinia
Canahcuinta

SN G-3818,058 (4.548,804; Date Filed: 03/
RUFAtE!

Visuai-Ol{actory Habitat Mimic for
Assessment of Frait Fly Response to
Behiavior-Modifying Chemicals

SN B6-620,815 (4,545,236} Date Filed: 06/
15/84

Device for Simuiating Stress on
Packages During Coupling of
Riilcars

SN 6-625.272
27784
Hide Transfer Apparatus
SN (-638,827 (4.538,008) Date Filed: 08/
08/84

Agents to Produce Durable Press Low
Formaldehyde Release Cellulosic
Textiles: Etherified N,N-
BISiHydrexymethyl)-Carbamates

SN 6-554.554 (4,554.442) Dute Filed: 01/
24785
Aliquot Part Locator
SN 6-785.639  Date Filed: 1\)/08 ‘85
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Department of the Air Force
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Sonic Flow Plate
SN 6-375.640 (4.548.661) Date Filed: 05/
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Method for Assembling a
Multiconductor Flat Cable
SN 6-393,267 {4.539.864) Date Filed: 06/
20/82
Adjustable Balance Weight for
Rotating Shaft
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