CLIMATE
Tracking CO,: A Global Climate Record
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effectiveness of their Just over 50 years ago, Charles Keeling plotted the first data
carbon emission points on his graph from data collected at both locations. Keeling, an

atmospheric scientist at Scripps Institute of Oceanography, along
with colleague Roger Revelle and others, were in pursuit of a theo-
. retical model speculating that
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reduction efforts.

200¢ 2015 mation Analysis Center (CDIAC),
one of many portals for these
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example of climate change requests for the Mauna Loa CO,
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The “Keeling Curve,” an iconic

to CDIAC.

Keeling’s work stimulated formation of an international global
climate observations network, which provides valuable input
into assessments of global climate change, most notably, the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Assessments.

Expanding on the Mauna Loa record, ESRL researchers developed
a new tool, CarbonTracker, which visualizes global CO, measure-
ments. Released in 2007, CarbonTracker is of interest to corporate
and government sectors that seek to evaluate the effectiveness
of efforts to reduce or store carbon emissions. CarbonTracker is a
NOAA contribution to the North American Carbon Program.

Learn More:
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