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Dear Colleague: 

This week, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) released its annual report, 
HW/AIDS Suweillance ReportZases ofH7Vlnfeciion andA D S  in the UnitedStutes and 
Dependent Areas, 2006 Vol 18.This reportpresentsdatafor cases of HJV infection and AIDS 
reportedto CDC through June 2007.We recognize this report is being issued later than n o d  in 
the data cycle, due to unavoidable delays. We appreciate your patience and support as we 
transition to a new electronic HllV/AIDS reporting system. 

This report contains estimatednumbers of cases of HIVlAIDS from the 38 areas (33 states and 5 
dependent areas) that have had confidential name-based HIV iafection reporting since at least 
2003. Awrding to the number of reported A D S  cases, these 33 states represent approximately 
63%of the epidemic in the 50 states and the District of Columbia. 

The 2006 HW/AIDS Sz~~eil lmceReport is orgaaized into 5 d o n s :  (1) cases of W/AIDS and 
AIDS, (2) deaths of persons with AIDS, (3) persons living withHTV/AIDS,  AIDS, or HTV 
idkction (not AIDS), (4) length of survival after AZDS diagnosis, and (5) reportsof cases of 
HIVIAID$, AIDS, and HTV infection (notA I D S ) .  

Key conclusions of this report include 
African Americans and gay and bisexual men of all races continuetobemost severely 
affected. 
From 2003 through2006, the estimatednumber of HIVIAIDS cases in the 33 states with 
confidentid name-basedHIV infection reportingremained stable. 
From 2002 through2006, the estimatednumber of newly diagnosedAZDS cases inthe 50 
states and the District of CoYumbiaremained stable,while theestimatednumber of deaths of 
personswitb GIDS decreased. 

Although the total number of new cases of HIVIAIDS remainedstable, W prevalence (i-e.,the 
number of persons living with HIVJAIDS)increasedsteadily from 2003 through 2006. It is 
important to note that HIV prevalence differs h m HIV incidence,which reflects the annual 
number of new HIV infectionseach year. CDC is currently working with states to implementthe 
ikst national system for estimatingHIV incidence based on direct measurement:of new HIV 
infectionsthat will provide a critical missing piece in tracking the U.S. epidemic. Inaddition, 
data from this new system, when available, will provide the clearestpicture to date ofHIV 
infections in the U.S. and, over time, will allow us to better target prevention efforts and measure 
progress inpopulations at highestrisk. 



Page 2 -kColleague 

Inthe inter@ data onestimated HIV diagnosesprovide the best indication of the impact of the 
epidemic. It is importantto note that e*tsd HIV diagnoses do not necessarily represent new 
infdons. This is because some individuals with new HlV diagnoses were infected recently, 
while others were infectedmany years ago. 

Also plmw note that Table 16 contains data on reported cases of HIV infhoa The table titled 
"Reported cases ofHlV infection(not AIDS), by area of mid-, 2006 and c u m W v d 5  
statm and 5 U.S. dependent areas with c o n f i d d  m e - h a d  HTV M d o n  reporting"reflects 
an increasein the number ofstates withconfdentialname-- HIV infectionreporting from 
2005 to2006. These data donot represent an increase in HIV diagnosesor HIV 
incidence. In2005, CDC receivedreportedcases ofKZV infection fbm 38 states and 5 
dependent areas-In2006, CDC e v e d  reported cases of HtV infection h m  45 ststesand 5 
dependent areas.This in- in the number ofstates repdughas resdkd inan increase in the 
number of reportedcaxs ofHlV from35,537 in 2005 b 52,878 in2006. 

ThisW / A l D SSuweillance Report conkms that more than25 years into the AIDS epidemic, 
HIV continues to exact a tremendoustoll in the United States. While the total number ofnew 

* 

cases ofW f A I D S  d stablethrough 2006, certainpopulationsremaindkpmportionately 
affected srmch asAiYcatl Americans and gay and b k d  men of aLl m.While the2006 
adysis has not yet been findi7adfor young (aged 13-24) black men who have sex with men, 
2005 data suggest thispopukhonmay be particularly vulnerable, udmcuring the need for 
expandedaccess toHIV prevention servicesfor everyone at risk We h q x  thisreport will be 
useful to you aswe continueto work together to reducethe umcqbible b& ofHTVIAIDS. 
The HIVALDS Suweillapree Remrt is available on the CDC HIVIAIDS Web site at 
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$&f and fGi=t at 

Tharzk you for your continuedcommitmentto HIVIAIDS prevention. 

Sincerely, 

Robert S. Janssen, ~ . d d  
Director, 
Division ofW / A I D S  Prevention 
Nrttional Center for WIVIALDS, Viral Hqmtitis, STD and 
TB Prevention 


