
Psychology is Science

Opportunities for Graduate 
Study



Psychology Subfields
Figure 2: Doctoral Degrees Awarded by Selected Psychology Subfield

(2006-2007)
N = 4,986

49.8

10.6 10.3
6.5 5.7 4.5 4.4 4.4 3.8

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

Clinical

Counseling/Comm.
School/Educ.

Developmental
Neuroscience/Biol.
Social/Personality
Cognitive

Experimental
I/O

Subfield

%
 o

f T
ot

al



All Psychology is Science 
All Psychology Subfields are Scientific

• Clinical Psychology
– Practice – see clients & engage in 

treatment.
– Research – conduct research on same 

problem area.
– Example: Alzheimer's disease

• See clients & assess behavioral abilities.
• Research effectiveness of different treatment 

options.



All Psychology is Science 
All Psychology Subfields are Scientific

• Psychology – new view.
– Traditional subfields are being replaced.

• Psychology organized around problem 
areas.
– Most problem areas include opportunities 

for both clinical & research activity.



All Psychology is Science 
All Psychology Subfields are Scientific

• Examples:
– Clinical Psychology:

• Clinical conditions, i.e. schizophrenia, 
depression.

– Developmental Psychology:
• Period of lifespan?

– Compare age groups.
– Concentrate on one age group.



General Scientific Approaches

• Neuroscience
– Understand brain and CNS mechanisms 

underlying behavior.
• Genetics

– Understand principles & methodologies of 
behavioral genetics.

• Quantitative
– Understand statistical & mathematical 

approaches to data & modeling. 



Emerging Scientific Settings

• Interdisciplinary centers & institutes.
– Different backgrounds working on one 

problem.
• International networks.

– Sharing expertise of individuals in several 
countries.

• Integrative approach.
– Teams integrating basic research with 

practical applications.



Emerging Educational Trends
• Multiple perspectives.

– May be based on obtaining more than one 
advanced degree.

• International perspective.
– May require living/studying in another 

country.
• Awareness of paradigm change with 

emergence of new knowledge.



Summary
• Think in terms of problem of interest rather than 

traditional psychology subfield.
– Language development in children vs. developmental 

psychology.
• Consider the approach to the problem that interests 

you.
– Neuroscience.
– Genetic.
– Quantitative.

• Look for educational experiences that advance these 
interests.
– Interdisciplinary institute, international experience as part of 

your graduate education.
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			Source:  Graduate Study in Psychology 2009


			Prepared by APA Office of Graduate and Postgraduate Education and Training
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Figure 6: Internship Placement by Program Type (2006-2007)
N (accredited) = 3,207 students; 293 programs
N (other) = 277 students; 42 programs
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			Source:  2005 Doctorate Employment Survey. APA Center for Psychology Workforce Analysis and Research.


			Prepared by APA Center for Psychology Workforce Analysis and Research. 2008.
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Figure 10: Graduate School Debt for Recent Doctorate Recipients (2005)
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			Source:  Graduate Study in Psychology 2009


			Prepared by APA Office of Graduate and Postgraduate Education and Training
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Figure 9: Median Tuition by Type of Institution/Residency (2006-2007)
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			Source:  Graduate Study in Psychology 2009


			Prepared by APA Office of Graduate and Postgraduate Education and Training
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Figure 8: % Applicants Admitted to Graduate Programs by Selected Psychology Subfield (2006-2007)
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			Source:  Graduate Study in Psychology 2009


			Prepared by APA Office of Graduate and Postgraduate Education and Training
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Figure 7: Mean Rating of Importance of Various Admissions Criteria
(2006-2007)
High Importance = 3; No Importance = 0
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Figure 4: Employment and Outcomes of Doctorate Recipients (2006-2007)
N=1,554
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Figure 5: Employment and Outcomes of PhD & PsyD Recipients (2006-2007)
N (PhD) = 575; N (PsyD) = 197
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Figure 3: Employment and Outcomes of Masters Recipients (2006-2007)
N=3,060


31.5359477124


30.8169934641


19.1830065359


6.5359477124


5.9477124183


4.1176470588


1.862745098









All Psychology is Science

All Psychology Subfields are Scientific

		Clinical Psychology

		Practice – see clients & engage in treatment.

		Research – conduct research on same problem area.

		Example: Alzheimer's disease

		See clients & assess behavioral abilities.

		Research effectiveness of different treatment options.

		









All Psychology is Science

All Psychology Subfields are Scientific

		Psychology – new view.

		Traditional subfields are being replaced.

		Psychology organized around problem areas.

		Most problem areas include opportunities for both clinical & research activity.









All Psychology is Science

All Psychology Subfields are Scientific

		Examples:

		Clinical Psychology:

		Clinical conditions, i.e. schizophrenia, depression.

		Developmental Psychology:

		Period of lifespan?

		Compare age groups.

		Concentrate on one age group.











General Scientific Approaches

		Neuroscience

		Understand brain and CNS mechanisms underlying behavior.

		Genetics

		Understand principles & methodologies of behavioral genetics.

		Quantitative

		Understand statistical & mathematical approaches to data & modeling. 









Emerging Scientific Settings

		Interdisciplinary centers & institutes.

		Different backgrounds working on one problem.

		International networks.

		Sharing expertise of individuals in several countries.

		Integrative approach.

		Teams integrating basic research with practical applications.









Emerging Educational Trends

		Multiple perspectives.

		May be based on obtaining more than one advanced degree.

		International perspective.

		May require living/studying in another country.

		Awareness of paradigm change with emergence of new knowledge.









Summary

		Think in terms of problem of interest rather than traditional psychology subfield.

		Language development in children vs. developmental psychology.

		Consider the approach to the problem that interests you.

		Neuroscience.

		Genetic.

		Quantitative.

		Look for educational experiences that advance these interests.

		Interdisciplinary institute, international experience as part of your graduate education.
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