Preface

Natural Gas 1996: Issues and Tremusvides a summary of e
the latest data and information relating to the U.S. natural gas
industry, including prices, production, transmission, e
consumption, and financial aspects of the industry. The report
consists of six chapters and seven appendices.

[
Chapter 1 presents a summary of various data trends and key
issues in today’s natural gas industnd examines some of the
emerging trends. Chapters 2 through 6 focus on specific areas
or segments of the industry, discussingome detail the many e
choices and challenges of the current marketplace. Chapter 2
discusses the natural gas transportation market and pipeline
capacity release and turnback issues. Chapter 3 examines tiee
development of natural gas market centers during the past 5
years and how these entities have changed the way business is
transacted in the natural gas marketplace. Chapter 4 looks ®
how natural gas proders have responded to the restructuring
of the interstate pipeline industry and how they have improved
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