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Preface

Natural Gas 1996: Issues and Trends provides a summary of ! Chapter 1. “Overview,” Mary E. Carlson (202/586-4749).
the latest data and information relating to the U.S. natural gas
industry, including prices, production, transmission,
consumption, and financial aspects of the industry. The report
consists of six chapters and seven appendices.

Chapter 1 presents a summary of various data trends and key
issues in today’s natural gas industry and examines some of the
emerging trends. Chapters 2 through 6 focus on specific areas
or segments of the industry, discussing in some detail the many
choices and challenges of the current marketplace. Chapter 2
discusses the natural gas transportation market and pipeline
capacity release and turnback issues. Chapter 3 examines the
development of natural gas market centers during the past 5
years and how these entities have changed the way business is
transacted in the natural gas marketplace. Chapter 4 looks at
how natural gas producers have responded to the restructuring
of the interstate pipeline industry and how they have improved
operations to become more efficient in a more competitive
market.  Chapters 5 and 6 focus upon the distribution end of
the natural gas industry, examining first how prices to final
consumers have changed since restructuring, and second, how
State regulatory agencies are dealing with competitive and
operational changes in the intrastate and interstate markets.

Unless otherwise stated, historical data on natural gas
production, consumption, and price through 1995 are from the
Energy Information Administration (EIA) publication, Natural
Gas Annual 1995, DOE/EIA-0131(95) (Washington, DC,
November 1996). Similar annual data for 1996 and monthly
data for 1995 and 1996 are from EIA, Natural Gas Monthly
(NGM), DOE/EIA-0130 (96/11) (Washington, DC, November
1996).

Natural Gas 1996: Issues and Trends was prepared by the
Energy Information Administration, Office of Oil and Gas,
Kenneth A. Vagts, Director (202/586-6401). General
information concerning this report may be obtained from Joan
E. Heinkel, Director of the Reserves and Natural Gas Division
(202/586-4680). Questions on specific sections of the report
may be addressed to the following analysts:

! Chapter 2. “Changes in Firm Transportation Capacity
Contracting,” Barbara Mariner-Volpe (202/586-5878).

! Chapter 3. “The Emergence of Natural Gas Market
Centers,” John H. Herbert (202/586-4360) and James
Tobin (202/586-4835).

! Chapter 4. “Producers in Today’s Competitive Market,”
William A. Trapmann (202/586-6408).

! Chapter 5. “Consumer Prices Reflect Benefits of
Restructuring,”  Margaret J. Jess (202/586-7499).

! Chapter 6. “State Regulators Promote Consumer Choice
in Retail Gas Markets,” Margaret J. Jess (202/586-7499).

The overall scope and content of the report was supervised by
James Tobin. Overall coordination of the report was provided
by James Thompson. Significant analytical contributions were
made by the following individuals:

Christopher L. Ellsworth—Chapters 1 and 6

Jason Feld—Chapter 2

Kevin F. Forbes—Chapter 4

James P. O’Sullivan—Chapter 2

Philip Shambaugh—Chapters 1 and 2

Michael J. Tita—Chapters 1 and 2

James Thompson—Chapter 1

James Todaro—Chapter 1

Lillian (Willie) Young—Chapter 1.

Editorial support was provided by Ann C. Whitfield and Willie
Young. Desktop publishing support was provided by
Margareta Bennett.
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