
Selected Definitions from the Virginia Administrative Code 
CHAPTER 210 ~ VIRGINIA WATER PROTECTION PERMIT PROGRAM REGULATION  

 
"Aquatic environment" means surface waters and the habitat they provide, including both plant and animal 
communities.  

 
"Best management practices (BMPs)" means a schedule of activities, prohibition of practices, maintenance 
procedures and other management practices that prevent or reduce the pollution of surface waters.  

 
"Compensation" or "compensatory mitigation" means actions taken that provide some form of substitute 
aquatic resource for the impacted aquatic resource.  

 
"Discharge" means, when used without qualification, a discharge of a pollutant, or any addition of any 
pollutant or combination of pollutants, to state waters or waters of the contiguous zone or ocean other than 
a discharge from a vessel or other floating craft when being used as a means of transportation.  

 
"Draining" means human-induced activities such as ditching, excavation, installation of tile drains, 
hydrologic modification by surface water runoff diversion, pumping water from wells, or similar activities 
such that the activities have the effect of artificially dewatering the wetland or altering its hydroperiod.  

 
"Dredging" means a form of excavation in which material is removed or relocated from beneath surface 
waters.  

 
"Excavate" or "excavation" means ditching, dredging, or mechanized removal of earth, soil or rock.  

 
"Fill" means replacing portions of surface water with upland, or changing the bottom elevation of a surface 
water for any purpose, by placement of any pollutant or material including but not limited to rock, sand, 
earth, and man-made materials and debris.  

 
"Impacts" means results caused by human-induced activities conducted in surface waters, as specified in 
§62.1-44.15:20 A of the Code of Virginia.  

 
"Joint Permit Application (JPA)" means an application form that is used to apply for permits from the Norfolk 
District Army Corps of Engineers, the Virginia Marine Resources Commission, the Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality, and local wetland boards for work in waters of the United States and in surface 
waters of Virginia.  

 
"Mitigation" means sequentially avoiding and minimizing impacts to the maximum extent practicable, and 
then compensating for remaining unavoidable impacts of a proposed action.  

 
"Mitigation bank" means a site providing off-site, consolidated compensatory mitigation that is developed 
and approved in accordance with all applicable federal and state laws or regulations for the establishment, 
use and operation of mitigation banks, and is operating under a signed banking agreement.  

 
"Mitigation banking" means compensating for unavoidable wetland or stream losses in advance of 
development actions through the sale, purchase or use of credits from a mitigation bank.  

 
"State waters" means all water, on the surface and under the ground, wholly or partially within or bordering 
the Commonwealth or within its jurisdiction, including wetlands.  
 
"Surface water" means all state waters that are not ground water as defined in §62.1-255 of the Code of 
Virginia. 
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