
T he Food Quality  Protection 
Act (FQPA) instructs USDA 
and the U.S. Environmental

Protection Agency (EPA) to
obtain pesticide use data on
major and minor crops. Of par-
ticular importance at this time
are use data for the organophos-
phates, carbamates, and possible
carcinogens. These classes of
pesticides have been identified as
top priority at EPA for the toler-
ance reassessment process.
These same pesticides are also
vital in the production of many
crops. 

Because some of these uses
may be cancelled, it is important
to identify the current situation,
future needs, and what research
efforts are needed to meet these
needs. To better determine
where future research efforts
should lead, it is necessary first
to identify areas of critical need
(i.e., those crops that have few if
any alternative control measures
available). 

USDA Crop Profiles provide
up-to-date research-based infor-
mation on crop production
methods and pest management
strategies, based on regional or
state-specific production
systems. These Profiles provide
the complete production story
for a commodity and a look at
current research activities direct-
ed at finding replacement strate-
gies for the pesticides of
concern. 

Today these Profiles and the
newly developing pest manage-
ment strategic plans comprise
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the largest body of useful crop
production information available
at any source. While originally
conceived to meet the needs of
the EPA to address the issues of
potential pesticide losses through
the reassessment process, the
Profiles provide useful research-
based information on crop pro-
duction and pest management
nationwide. 

The Profiles are currently the
first-line tool used by the EPA in
reassessment activities. In addi-
tion, U.S. global trading partners
use USDA Crop Profiles and pest
management strategic plans for
information on pesticide- and
pest-related issues that could
affect importation of agricultural
commodities into the United
States. 

The Web-based Crop Profiles
may be found online at
http://www.pmcenters.org.
They are part of an effort by the
USDA Pest Management Centers
to provide information critical to
pest management needs in the
United States. 

The USDA Pest Management Cen-
ters are funded through grants from
CSREES.

TAny findings, conclusions, or opinions expressed by individuals in this
research report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent
the policies of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Publication of this
factsheet does not imply recommendation or endorsement by USDA over
other research reports not mentioned.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or
family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons
with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of pro-
gram information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact
USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil
Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA
is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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