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Golden-cheeked Warbler Habitat Assessment

Current Habitat

The ranch has one patch of habitat, the bulk of which meets the TPWD guidelines for “likely
to be” GCW habitat and a small portion of which meets the criteria for “may be” GCW habitat.
The patch (patch 1.1 — see map on next page) encompasses 90 acres and is on slopes with
primarily northern and southwestern aspects, as well as flat plateaus. The highest quality (i.e.,
“likely to be”) habitat is on the upper third of the north facing slope, as well as in the southeast
corner of the ranch near two deep canyon systems that are just outside the ranch boundaries.
These high quality habitat areas consist of Spanish oak (Quercus buckleyi) — Ashe juniper
(Juniperus ashei) forest with cover values in the range of 80 to 90 percent. Ashe junipers
reach heights of 28 feet and mature Spanish oaks reach heights of 35 feet. Large numbers of
Spanish oak seedlings are present in the herbaceous layer indicating both excellent recruitment
and relatively low densities of white-tailed deer. The balance of habitat consists of mixed oak
— Ashe juniper woodlands and forests with cover values ranging from 50 to 90 percent.
Spanish and shin oak (Q. sinuata var. breviloba) are the most common oaks (canopy heights
generally in the range of 18 to 25 feet) with live oak (Q. fusiformis) found in patches, primarily
on the plateau tops (canopy heights generally in the range of 16 to 24 feet).

Total acreage of existing GCW habitat = 90 acres
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