
NOTICE: 2008 Disaster Programs  
Requires Crop Insurance or NAP  

 
Eligibility “Buy-In” Deadline is September 16, 2008 

 
The recently-enacted Farm Bill legislates 2008 disaster programs covering losses to crops, 
trees/vines/bushes, forage, and other losses due to adverse weather.  These programs require the crops 
you planted, grew, produced or were prevented from planting to have been covered by federal crop 
insurance or FSA’s Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). All of your crops on all of your 
acreage must be covered, not only those acres that suffered losses.   

Due to the late passage of the Farm Bill in May, you will be given an opportunity to “buy-in” to the disaster 
program by paying a $100/crop catastrophic crop insurance or NAP service fee for any 2008 crops that 
are not already covered by crop insurance or NAP.  

This eligibility “buy-in” must be completed by September 16, 2008 at your FSA Office to satisfy the 
requirement for total CI / NAP coverage.  Note that it does not provide you with crop insurance 
indemnities or NAP benefits. Once this requirement is met, you may be eligible for one or more of the 
following programs:   

• Supplemental Revenue Program (SURE):  Covers crop revenue losses from quantity or quality 
deficiencies in disaster declared counties, contiguous counties, or in cases where the overall 
production loss exceeds 50% 

• Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP):  Compensates livestock owners for forage losses due 
to drought.  Additionally, losses due to wildfire will be covered on public lands. 

• Tree Assistance Program (TAP):  Provides for partial reimbursement for replanting, salvage, 
pruning, debris removal and land preparation for orchardists and nursery tree growers if losses 
exceed 15%. 

• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish (EALHF):  Emergency 
relief to producers of livestock (including horses), honey bees, and farm-raised fish.  Covers losses 
from disasters such as adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires not 
adequately covered by any other disaster program.  This program is authorized at the discretion of 
the Secretary. 

Another disaster program authorized by the Farm Bill is the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) for 
livestock deaths in excess of normal mortality.  This is the only disaster program that does not require 
crop insurance or NAP coverage.   

Further details of all of these disaster programs, including signup information, will be provided at a later 
date. Note that additional requirements exist for disaster programs eligibility. 

 

Bottom Line: To be eligible for Disaster Programs in 2008, you must 
pay the fees for the eligibility buy-in at your FSA Office by September 
16, 2008.  Contact your FSA Office for more information. 
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