February 28, 2007

TECHNEWS - 2007

TechNews is a guide to share and gather technical information relative to Fire Program Analysis (FPA) quickly.
Until the FPA system prototype is completed and approval is given to move forward, the information and
requests in the TechNews are intended to help fire planning units prepare for implementation.

Information may include: data management, deadlines, project events and software version release dates. The
intended audiences are staff within the Fire Planning Units (FPUs) using the new system.

The purpose of this TechNews is to:

* ldentify some of the data that the FPA system is expected to use, and the source of those data.
* Urge the FPUs to inventory existing data to determine whether the data should be updated or corrected.
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REMOTE AUTOMATED WEATHER STATIONS (RAWS):

Early 2004, the Fire Program Analysis project established an agreement with Desert Research Institute (DRI) to
perform QC/QA (Quality Control and Quality Assurance) on all Fire Planning Unit (FPU) identified weather
station data sets.

DRI made enhancements to their original data product based on user response. A complete list of FPU DRI
weather data is available on the FPA website at: http://www.fpa.nifc.gov/Implementation/TechInfo/index.html .
The spreadsheet is also organized by FPU.

Recently, FPA received inquiries whether additional RAWS could be added to the list that DRI is using as the
basis for FPA weather.

Yes, RAWS can be added, but FPA must receive notification by March 9, 2007.

* Toadd RAWS: please copy the header in the spreadsheet posted on the FPA website (link provided
above), complete all the fields, and then email the form to hroose@blim.gov .




