(Copy)
rZ21-14%th Bt. 2outh Eeet,
ODatober 17, 1213.
Dear friend Lounice:
So everybody hee the "Flu" et Heskell? 1 wiekL to S

goodnese liss Keck &nd kre. McK. would get it &and iie with

it. Reslly, it would be euch & gzood riddsnce, &nd not much
lost either 4 As many &£ 90 people dile every dsy here
with ihe "Flu". Soldiere toc, are dying by the dozens. So

far, Felicity, C. Zene, &nd I &re the only onee of the Indian
girle who heve not ned it, We certainly conslder gurgelves
lueky too, believe me. Xatherine and I Just returned lust
Sundey evening from Camp Humphreye "Somewher in Virginia®
where we volunteered to help pnurse sgldlers sigh with ths
Influenze. We were there st the Camn ten days smong some of
the wvery worss cases and yet we did net contraet it.
intended staying muel: lenger than we Aid, but the work wes

entirely too kRerd for ue, and &nyway the EBolilers ware 211

getting better, =so we ceme home %o Testl up & bit. we wer

i

dey nursee snd stetloned in the O0ffleer's barrsecke Jor Elx
laye and then tranzferredi to the Privete's burrtcke oI
hosritel snd were there four dsaye hefors we ceéme b ck. A4All
nurses were reyuired to work twelve honre g day--we workerd
from eeven in the morning until seven Bt night, wits oniy &

short tims for luncheon snd dinner.
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Beligve me, we wera slwuye pglad when night coume becsuse we
gure did gel tired. We had the sctusl Practiecal nureing to
§o==just like the other nurses ned, and were glven r eertein
nuitber of wards with three or four paetients in erch of them to
logk efter. Our chisf duties were 1o give medicines to the
catiente, teke temnerstiuree, fix ice npacke, feed them st
"eatine time™, rub their back or chest with camyhorated eweatl
pil, mske egp-nogs, and a whole string of other thinge I can't
begin to game. I 1likad the work Juet fine, but it was too
hard, not beilnz used to it. Then I was in the Officer'e
barrscke, four of the officere of whom I had charge, died.

iwo of tiem were married snd cslled for their wife nesrly sll
the time. It wee sure pitiful to cee them Aie. I wae rignt
in the warde slona with them eack time, ant 0Ohl The firet
cgne ineal died sure unnerved me--1L had to 3o to the nurses’
yuertiers and cry it out. The other three were not £0 bed.
Reslly, Loulase, Orderlies cesrried the Jead scliieres ont on
streteherse at tle rete of two every three hourg for the firet
two dsye were theie. Two Germen epies, poeing s doctores,
were ctught giving theee Influenzs germs to t'e soldiers &nd
they were shot lset Saturday merning &t sunrise. It is =ueh

& hoerrible thiag, it is kerd to believe, Bnd yet such things

Leopan glmoet every Aay in Washington,
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Hepereled calle come from the Hed Crose for aurses to
Ao digtriet work rignt here in.D. C. I wolunteered sgsin,
but &8 yet I héve not been cailed snd em walling, Reslly,

they &re certeinly "nerd up"™ for nurses--even me pen volunteer

88 & auree in £ camp or in Wagsbington. There sre s=boul
8700 eoldiers statioconed st Potonmec Park right her inm D, C.
jvet 8 short distence from the Interior builfing where I
worik, and this morning's paper s&id thaet the desths ut
thie Perk weie incireeeing, so if fortuse favore ne,;, I may

find mys=elf there belore the week ip ended. 1 heve o

very dear sgoldier friend wno ie etetioned there--Lisut.

Gentril by nsme. "Dwae so fuany how we fire

LA

t metl.

I wee completely loet ir £t. Louie &t the Union etation

(On my way to Di C.) &nd eimply hod no idee where I was
going-~Jjust wendering around the ststion to oaes mwey my

4% hre. there waiting for wmy train. Finally, lhthﬂught

0f sending 0dlle a teleg-em 2o she could bes &t the stetion
t0 meel me. I went to the Poste)l office right there in the

Sletion sud this soldier was stending there waiting to send

g itelegram teo. 1 waited, waited, end waited mud could not
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get In to geund one, so 1T picked wup my suit case and fraveling
baz end stsried towarde the Ladies' Waiting roowm. Instead
nof teWing my owa treveling bep, I 18ft mine end aicked up

this spldier's beg. They were as nuch &8like a= two pezs, and
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I wes g0 tired I never tool specisl notice, but I thought I
hsd my own bag. When I opened it to get out my comb and
powdar--behold! There woe 8 kit-beag fully equiped £nd 2
knitted Ewester in it, plue & few other trianksie’. I knew
then, whose sag I had, so checked my suli caee gnd stertcd oud
to look for thie soldier &nd exchange begs, as 1 thouzh? he
hed mine. After wmlking around 45 minutes I Dberan to
despair of sver finding him and stertied back to the Lediss
room &nfd I ceme upon him sitting in one cormer. 1 recogaized
my bag right awey and went to exzchenge. Hs was slmply Eo
tiekled to get his beg beck he almost syneezed the life out
of my hand when he sghook it. I had my c=rd and destinstion
tzcked on the handle fo oy baz, s¢ he found out where
I wee going without ftelling him--snd as fete would have it--
he wae going to D. C. too, B0 we traveled iLle rest of the

way together. He 1f & perfect gentlemen, snd sure ilreated
me nice on the wey. Since I am loosted here, he has lLesn
lown to our house twice to see me gince I came buck from
Camp Humphreye, and ne gure wante me to come down 1o Polom&c

Purk ae & nurse. He i€ not what one would e2ll Thendsome”™ |

but he is ertainly good-looking, &nd on top o all that--

e ie & CATHOLIC. Sure like it for myself too. All the

girls have soliiere here--Indien zirles slso. Eome of the

L

girle have soldlerse end ssilors too. The bowe are
pertieulsarly erazy aboutl the Indisn girle. They tell us that
the Indian girls sre not so "eaey"” ag the white girle, 80

I guess maybe th: t's their resson.



Weshington ie certainly & beautiful plsce. There ie
e mugh to be said in fevor of it, that if 1 started, I dont
believe 1 should ever get through. 04ile and I heve to pass
by the Capitol, the Union Station, the War Deps:tuwent, the
Peneion Bldg., sud throusgh the noted Lincolh park every
morning to ounr wey to work. The Waeshlngton Monument
(855ft. high) dis witkin walking distance of the Interior
Depertment (whsre we work) eandi we welked there last evening
after woriz, It certsinly is high snd we sre planning to o
up in the elevator =some time to look over the city. We
were going lest evening, but the place is elosed
tempmrarily, on scecount of thise “Fluk.

The Aviestion field is snother very interecsting place.
her. Alr-plainee fly over the cify at all hours of the day
now, &nd sometlimes so low thalt one can heor the noise of the
machines

Bezides Aviatore, we have hundreds of s=oldiers, sailore,
Marines, French "Blue Devile"™ snd even the Fationcel besnd of
Itely ner in VWashingtlon. Dougles Feirbenke znd Gersldine
Farrer are Lere g2leo on the fourth Iiberty Josu campsign
and I wee privileged to take & chance to zeep &t then,

Just yeeterday, Dounglessold ORE MILLIOK DOLLARS WORTE OF
BONDS FOR WASTINZTCN. It wes rumounred that Washington was
golng to feil €o resch 1ts uueta 1n Liberty Bouds on seccount
of having so maay desths end gieh people 1n the elty, but

the way "Doug" is eelling 'em, it doesn't seem &5 if it will.
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A lot of the girls from the Offiee here go outl to gell nonde
but some of %hem dont mske wuch af & success. One of the
Indisn sirle, nemed Cethryne Welech, went ovt last week to
sell bonde and ehs s80ld so meny thet she got escuzed from
the Ofiice for the rest of this wesk to do nothing but eell
bonde. She is & very pretiy zirl--g high achool
gradvate and one year normal. She hae twe brothers in the ermy
—-one is a Capisin and the other & SBargeant. Iaybe jrou
remember seeing Capt. Gus Teleh s picture in the K. 8. Etera--
well thet is Lher brother wnd he is “over there" now.

All the eschools, chureches, thesters, dancinz halls, ete.,
are closed here 2lso. There ig & bill in the Sencte
todey suthorizing g1l the wer-workere te be releassed from
work for the duration of this epidemic. Tt hees not peesed
the house yet, but I eczn't help but hope it does, If it
does, Lutisnt can find plenty of things 2t home to buney
herself with, or ehe might sccidentelly teke a trip to
Potomse Park. Hal Hed

It ie perfectly alright sbout the swester. I dont
expect you to be able to get it while you are guarilined, but
will still ve gled to heve it if you een send it se esoon =e
you &re out of usrtined, It ie rether weold in Feehingtion,
but net sold encugi to wear winter coate yeti, erd my snit
eoat is & 1ittle too thin, so I figured out thet s swenter
would be the thine to heve. Sometiues it 15 ¢0ld enouch Lo

wesr a wrep whils workinz, btut of couree it ie out of juestion

J._
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to work in a hesvy winter comt. However, gend 1T whenaver
you find it copovenient to do zo, &and I will settla wilhh you
ue promplly as possible.

Well Louise, if you are not dead tired resding thie
latter, I'1l) write another like it eome other time. There ig
still & 1ot I could tell you sbout D. C., but it's perring
luneh time snd I want to be rignht ther'‘on the dot, as I alwess
am--to be sure.

Write esgein whenever you find it convenient 1o
do so--glwasye glad to hesr the Haskell news from you.

Sincerely your friend,

[Sizned)] - Lutisnt.

Addrese eame &5 before.




