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Performance rating Critical element 
ratings 

Exceptional Contrib-
utor.

At least 8E; None 
below S. 

Superior Contributor .. At least 6E; None 
below S. 

Meritorious Contrib-
utor.

At least 4E; None 
below S. 

Significant Contributor At least 3E; Up to 
2M. 

Contributor ................ Up to 3M. 
Marginal Contributor 4 or more M. 
Unsatisfactory ........... 1 or more U. 

An employee with unsatisfactory 
performance in one or more critical 
elements is considered unsatisfactory 
overall and is given a performance 
improvement plan and an opportunity 
to improve. If the employee’s 
performance remains unsatisfactory at 
the end of an opportunity to improve, 
the supervisor initiates appropriate 
follow-up action, i.e., reassignment, 
proposed change to a lower pay band, 
or proposed removal. 

3. Performance Pay Decisions: The 
subsection titled ‘‘Performance Pay 
Decisions’’ (62 FR 54612) is replaced 
with the following: 

Performance Pay Decisions 

Annually, the NIST Director 
determines the amount of a unit of 
increase, or ‘‘I,’’ based on a percentage 
of the mid-point salary for each pay 
band of each career path. The 
percentage may vary by career path and 
by pay bands within a career path. 
Performance pay increases are linked 
directly to performance ratings. An 
employee with an overall performance 
rating of Exceptional Contributor 
receives a performance pay increase 
equal to five units of increase, or 5 × ‘‘I.’’ 
A Superior Contributor receives a 
performance pay increase equal to 3 × 
‘‘I.’’ A Meritorious Contributor receives 
a performance pay increase equal to 2 × 
‘‘I.’’ A Significant Contributor receives a 
performance pay increase equal to ‘‘I.’’ 
The actual dollar amount of a 
performance pay increase depends upon 
an employee’s career path and pay 
band. Employees may not receive an 
increase that causes their salary to 
exceed the maximum rate for their pay 
band. 

Employees with Contributor, Marginal 
Contributor, and Unsatisfactory ratings 
do not receive performance pay 
increases. 

[FR Doc. E8–16066 Filed 7–14–08; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Institute of Standards and 
Technology 

Request for Nominations for Members 
To Serve on National Institute of 
Standards and Technology Federal 
Advisory Committees 

AGENCY: National Institute of Standards 
and Technology, Department of 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The National Institute of 
Standards and Technology (NIST) 
invites and requests nomination of 
individuals for appointment to its eight 
existing Federal Advisory Committees: 
Technology Innovation Program 
Advisory Committee, Board of 
Overseers of the Malcolm Baldrige 
National Quality Award, Judges Panel of 
the Malcolm Baldrige National Quality 
Award, Information Security and 
Privacy Advisory Board, Manufacturing 
Extension Partnership Advisory Board, 
National Construction Safety Team 
Advisory Committee, Advisory 
Committee on Earthquake Hazards 
Reduction, and Visiting Committee on 
Advanced Technology. NIST will 
consider nominations received in 
response to this notice for appointment 
to the Committees, in addition to 
nominations already received. 
DATES: Nominations for all committees 
will be accepted on an ongoing basis 
and will be considered as and when 
vacancies arise. 
ADDRESSES: See below. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Technology Innovation Program (TIP) 
Advisory Board 

Addresses: Please submit nominations 
to Mr. Marc Stanley, National Institute 
of Standards and Technology, 100 
Bureau Drive, Mail Stop 4700, 
Gaithersburg, MD 20899–4700. 
Nominations may also be submitted via 
FAX to 301–869–1150. Additional 
information regarding the committee, 
including its charter may be found on 
its electronic home page at: http:// 
www.nist.gov/tip. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Marc Stanley, National Institute of 
Standards and Technology, 100 Bureau 
Drive, Mail Stop 4700, Gaithersburg, 
MD 20899–4700; telephone 301–975– 
2162, fax 301–869–1150; or via e-mail at 
marc.stanley@nist.gov. 

Committee Information: The Board 
will consist of ten members appointed 
by the Director of NIST, at least seven 
of whom shall be from United States 
industry, chosen to reflect the wide 

diversity of technical disciplines and 
industrial sectors represented in TIP 
projects. No member will be an 
employee of the Federal Government. 

The Board will function solely as an 
advisory body, in compliance with the 
provisions of the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act. 

Authority: 15 U.S.C 278n(k), as amended 
by the America COMPETES Act (Pub. L. 110– 
69), Federal Advisory Committee Act: 5 
U.S.C. App. 2. 

Board of Overseers of the Malcolm 
Baldrige National Quality Award 

ADDRESSES: Please submit nominations 
to Harry Hertz, Director, Baldrige 
National Quality Program, NIST, 100 
Bureau Drive, Mail Stop 1020, 
Gaithersburg, MD 20899–1020. 
Nominations may also be submitted via 
FAX to 301–975–4967. Additional 
information regarding the Committee, 
including its charter, current 
membership list, and executive 
summary may be found on its electronic 
home page at: http:// 
www.baldrige.nist.gov. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Harry Hertz, Director, Baldrige National 
Quality Program and Designated Federal 
Officer, NIST, 100 Bureau Drive, Mail 
Stop 1020, Gaithersburg, MD 20899– 
1020; telephone 301–975–2361; FAX 
301–948–4967; or via e-mail at 
harry.hertz@nist.gov. 

Committee Information: The Board 
was established in accordance with 15 
U.S.C. 3711a(d)(2)(B), pursuant to the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 
U.S.C. App. 2). 

Objectives and Duties 

1. The Board shall review the work of 
the private sector contractor(s), which 
assists the Director of the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology 
(NIST) in administering the Award. The 
Board will make such suggestions for 
the improvement of the Award process 
as it deems necessary. 

2. The Board shall provide a written 
annual report on the results of Award 
activities to the Director of NIST, along 
with its recommendations for the 
improvement of the Award process. 

3. The Board will function solely as 
an advisory committee under the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act. 

4. The Board will report to the 
Director of NIST. 

Membership 

1. The Board will consist of 
approximately eleven members selected 
on a clear, standardized basis, in 
accordance with applicable Department 
of Commerce guidance, and for their 
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preeminence in the field of 
organizational performance 
management. There will be a balanced 
representation from U.S. service, 
manufacturing, education, health care 
industries, and the nonprofit sector. 

2. The Board will be appointed by the 
Secretary of Commerce and will serve at 
the discretion of the Secretary. The term 
of office of each Board member shall be 
three years. All terms will commence on 
March 1 and end of February 28 of the 
appropriate year. 

Miscellaneous 
1. Members of the Board shall serve 

without compensation, but may, upon 
request, be reimbursed travel expenses, 
including per diem, as authorized by 5 
U.S.C. 5701 et seq. 

2. The Board will meet twice 
annually, except that additional 
meetings may be called as deemed 
necessary by the NIST Director or by the 
Chairperson. Meetings are usually one 
day in duration. 

3. Board meetings are open to the 
public. Board members do not have 
access to classified or proprietary 
information in connection with their 
Board duties. 

Nomination Information 
1. Nominations are sought from the 

private and public sector as described 
above. 

2. Nominees should have established 
records of distinguished service and 
shall be familiar with the quality 
improvement operations of 
manufacturing companies, service 
companies, small businesses, education, 
health care, and nonprofits. The 
category (field of eminence) for which 
the candidate is qualified should be 
specified in the nomination letter. 
Nominations for a particular category 
should come from organizations or 
individuals within that category. A 
summary of the candidate’s 
qualifications should be included with 
the nomination, including (where 
applicable) current or former service on 
Federal advisory boards and Federal 
employment. In addition, each 
nomination letter should state that the 
person agrees to the nomination, 
acknowledges the responsibilities of 
serving on the Board, and will actively 
participate in good faith in the tasks of 
the Board. Besides participation at 
meetings, it is desired that members be 
able to devote the equivalent of seven 
days between meetings to either 
developing or researching topics of 
potential interest, and so forth, in 
furtherance of their Board duties. 

3. The Department of Commerce is 
committed to equal opportunity in the 

workplace and seeks a broad-based and 
diverse Board membership. 

Judges Panel of the Malcolm Baldrige 
National Quality Award 

ADDRESSES: Please submit nominations 
to Harry Hertz, Director, Baldrige 
National Quality Program, NIST, 100 
Bureau Drive, Mail Stop 1020, 
Gaithersburg, MD 20899–1020. 
Nominations may also be submitted via 
FAX to 301–975–4967. Additional 
information regarding the Committee, 
including its charter, current 
membership list, and executive 
summary may be found on its electronic 
home page at: http:// 
www.baldrige.nist.gov. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Harry Hertz, Director, Baldrige National 
Quality Program and Designated Federal 
Official, NIST, 100 Bureau Drive, Mail 
Stop 1020, Gaithersburg, MD 20899– 
1020; telephone 301–975–2361; FAX 
301–975–4967; or via e-mail at 
harry.hertz@nist.gov. 

Committee Information: The Judges 
Panel was established in accordance 
with 15 U.S.C. 3711a(d)(1) and the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 
U.S.C. App. 2). 

Objectives and Duties 
1. The Judges Panel will ensure the 

integrity of the Malcolm Baldrige 
National Quality Award selection 
process by reviewing the results of 
examiners’ scoring of written 
applications, and then voting on which 
applicants merit site visits by examiners 
to verify the accuracy of claims made by 
applicants. 

2. The Judges Panel will ensure that 
individuals on site visit teams for the 
Award finalists have no conflict of 
interest with respect to the finalists. The 
Panel will also review recommendations 
from site visits and recommend Award 
recipients. 

3. The Judges Panel will function 
solely as an advisory body, and will 
comply with the provisions of the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act. 

4. The Panel will report to the 
Director of NIST. 

Membership 
1. The Judges Panel is composed of at 

least nine, and not more than twelve, 
members selected on a clear, 
standardized basis, in accordance with 
applicable Department of Commerce 
guidance. There will be a balanced 
representation from U.S. service and 
manufacturing industries, education, 
health care, and nonprofits and will 
include members familiar with 
performance improvement in their area 
of business. 

2. The Judges Panel will be appointed 
by the Secretary of Commerce and will 
serve at the discretion of the Secretary. 
The term of office of each Panel member 
shall be three years. All terms will 
commence on March 1 and end on 
February 28 of the appropriate year. 

Miscellaneous 
1. Members of the Judges Panel shall 

serve without compensation, but may, 
upon request, be reimbursed travel 
expenses, including per diem, as 
authorized by 5 U.S.C. 5701 et seq. 

2. The Judges Panel will meet three 
times per year. Additional meetings may 
be called as deemed necessary by the 
NIST Director or by the Chairperson. 
Meetings are usually one to four days in 
duration. In addition, each Judge must 
attend an annual three-day Examiner 
training course. 

3. Committee meetings are closed to 
the public pursuant to Section 10(d) of 
the Federal Advisory Committee Act, 5 
U.S.C. App. 2, as amended by Section 
5(c) of the Government in the Sunshine 
Act, Public Law 94–409, and in 
accordance with Section 552b(c)(4) of 
Title 5, United States Code. Since the 
members of the Judges Panel examine 
records and discuss Award applicant 
data, the meetings are likely to disclose 
trade secrets and commercial or 
financial information obtained from a 
person that may be privileged or 
confidential. 

Nomination Information 
1. Nominations are sought from all 

U.S. service and manufacturing 
industries, education, health care, and 
nonprofits as described above. 

2. Nominees should have established 
records of distinguished service and 
shall be familiar with the performance 
improvement operations of 
manufacturing companies, service 
companies, small businesses, education, 
health care, and nonprofit organizations. 
The category (field of eminence) for 
which the candidate is qualified should 
be specified in the nomination letter. 
Nominations for a particular category 
should come from organizations or 
individuals within that category. A 
summary of the candidate’s 
qualifications should be included with 
the nomination, including (where 
applicable) current or former service on 
federal advisory boards and federal 
employment. In addition, each 
nomination letter should state that the 
person agrees to the nomination, 
acknowledge the responsibilities of 
serving on the Judges Panel, and will 
actively participate in good faith in the 
tasks of the Judges Panel. Besides 
participation at meetings, it is desired 
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that members be either developing or 
researching topics of potential interest, 
reading Baldrige applications, and so 
forth, in furtherance of their Committee 
duties. 

3. The Department of Commerce is 
committed to equal opportunity in the 
workplace and seeks a broad-based and 
diverse Judges Panel membership. 

Information Security and Privacy 
Advisory Board (ISPAB) 

ADDRESSES: Please submit nominations 
to Pauline Bowen, NIST, 100 Bureau 
Drive, Mail Stop 8930, Gaithersburg, 
MD 20899–8930. Nominations may also 
be submitted via fax to 301–975–4007, 
Attn: ISPAB Nominations. Additional 
information regarding the Board, 
including its charter and current 
membership list, may be found on its 
electronic home page at: http:// 
csrc.nist.gov/ispab/. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Pauline Bowen, ISPAB Designated 
Federal Official, NIST, 100 Bureau 
Drive, Mail Stop 8930, Gaithersburg, 
MD 20899–8930; telephone 301–975– 
2938; fax 301–975–8670; or via e-mail at 
pauline.bowen@nist.gov. 

Committee Information: The ISPAB 
was originally chartered as the 
Computer System Security and Privacy 
Advisory Board (CSSPAB) by the 
Department of Commerce pursuant to 
the Computer Security Act of 1987 (Pub. 
L. 100–235). As a result of the E- 
Government Act of 2002 (Pub. L. 107– 
347), Title III, the Federal Information 
Security Management Act of 2002, 
Section 21 of the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology Act (15 
U.S.C. 278g–4) the Board’s charter was 
amended. This amendment included the 
name change of the Board. 

Objectives and Duties 

The objectives and duties of the 
ISPAB are: 

1. To identify emerging managerial, 
technical, administrative, and physical 
safeguard issues relative to information 
security and privacy. 

2. To advise the NIST, the Secretary 
of Commerce and the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget on 
information security and privacy issues 
pertaining to Federal Government 
information systems, including 
thorough review of proposed standards 
and guidelines developed by NIST. 

3. To annually report its findings to 
the Secretary of Commerce, the Director 
of the Office of Management and 
Budget, the Director of the National 
Security Agency, and the appropriate 
committees of the Congress. 

4. To function solely as an advisory 
body, in accordance with the provisions 
of the Federal Advisory Committee Act. 

Membership 

The ISPAB is comprised of twelve 
members, in addition to the 
Chairperson. The membership of the 
Board includes: 

1. Four members from outside the 
Federal Government eminent in the 
information technology industry, at 
least one of whom is representative of 
small or medium sized companies in 
such industries. 

2. Four members from outside the 
Federal Government who are eminent in 
the field of information technology, or 
related disciplines, but who are not 
employed by or representative of a 
producer of information technology 
equipment; and 

3. Four members from the Federal 
Government who have information 
system management experience, 
including experience in information 
security and privacy; at least one of 
these members shall be from the 
National Security Agency. 

Miscellaneous 

Members of the ISPAB who are not 
full-time employees of the Federal 
government are not paid for their 
service, but will, upon request, be 
allowed travel expenses in accordance 
with subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 
5, United States Code, while otherwise 
performing duties at the request of the 
Board Chairperson, while away from 
their homes or a regular place of 
business. 

Meetings of the Board are usually two 
to three days in duration and are usually 
held quarterly. The meetings primarily 
take place in the Washington, DC, 
metropolitan area but may be held at 
such locations and at such time and 
place as determined by the majority of 
the Board. 

Board meetings are open to the public 
and members of the press usually 
attend. Members do not have access to 
classified or proprietary information in 
connection with their Board duties. 

Nomination Information 

Nominations are being accepted in all 
three categories described above. 

Nominees should have specific 
experience related to information 
security or electronic privacy issues, 
particularly as they pertain to Federal 
information technology. Letters of 
nomination should include the category 
of membership for which the candidate 
is applying and a summary of the 
candidate’s qualifications for that 
specific category. Also include (where 

applicable) current or former service on 
Federal advisory boards and any Federal 
employment. Each nomination letter 
should state that the person agrees to 
the nomination, acknowledges the 
responsibilities of serving on the ISPAB, 
and that they will actively participate in 
good faith in the tasks of the ISPAB. 

Besides participation at meetings, it is 
desired that members be able to devote 
a minimum of two days between 
meetings to developing draft issue 
papers, researching topics of potential 
interest, and so forth in furtherance of 
their Board duties. 

Selection of ISPAB members will not 
be limited to individuals who are 
nominated. Nominations that are 
received and meet the requirements will 
be kept on file to be reviewed as Board 
vacancies occur. 

Nominees must be U.S. citizens. 
The Department of Commerce is 

committed to equal opportunity in the 
workplace and seeks a broad-based and 
diverse ISPAB membership. 

Manufacturing Extension Partnership 
(MEP) Advisory Board 

ADDRESSES: Please submit nominations 
to Ms. Karen Lellock, National Institute 
of Standards and Technology, 100 
Bureau Drive, Mail Stop 4800, 
Gaithersburg, MD 20899–4800. 
Nominations may also be submitted via 
fax to 301–963–6556. Additional 
information regarding the Board, 
including its charter may be found on 
its electronic home page at: http:// 
www.mep.nist.gov/about-mep/mep- 
advisory-board.htm. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms. 
Karen Lellock, National Institute of 
Standards and Technology, 100 Bureau 
Drive, Mail Stop 4800, Gaithersburg, 
MD 20899–4800; telephone 301–975– 
4269, fax 301–963–6556; or via e-mail at 
karen.lellock@nist.gov. 

Committee Information: The Board 
will advise the Director of the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology 
(NIST) on MEP programs, plans, and 
policies, assess the soundness of MEP 
plans and strategies, and assess current 
performance against MEP program 
plans. 

The Board will consist of ten 
individuals appointed by the Director of 
the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST) and broadly 
representing stakeholders. 

The Board will function solely as an 
advisory body, in compliance with the 
provisions of the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act. 

Authority: 15 U.S.C. 278k(e) and the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act: 5 U.S.C. 
App. 2. 
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National Construction Safety Team 
Advisory Committee 

ADDRESSES: Please submit nominations 
to Stephen Cauffman, National 
Construction Safety Team Advisory 
Committee, National Institute of 
Standards and Technology, 100 Bureau 
Drive, Mail Stop 8611, Gaithersburg, 
MD 20899–8611. Nominations may also 
be submitted via fax to 301–869–6275. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Stephen Cauffman, National 
Construction Safety Team Advisory 
Committee, National Institute of 
Standards and Technology, 100 Bureau 
Drive, Mail Stop 8611, Gaithersburg, 
MD 20899–8611, telephone 301–975– 
6051, fax 301–869–6275; or via e-mail at 
stephen.cauffman@nist.gov. 

Committee Information: The 
Committee was established in 
accordance with the National 
Construction Safety Team Act, Public 
Law 107–231 and the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App. 2). 

Objectives and Duties 

1. The Committee shall advise the 
Director of the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology (NIST) on 
carrying out the National Construction 
Safety Team Act (Act), review and 
provide advice on the procedures 
developed under section 2(c)(1) of the 
Act, and review and provide advice on 
the reports issued under section 8 of the 
Act. 

2. The Committee functions solely as 
an advisory body, in accordance with 
the provisions of the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act. 

3. The Committee shall report to the 
Director of NIST. 

4. The Committee shall provide a 
written annual report, through the 
Director of the NIST Building and Fire 
Research Laboratory (BFRL) and the 
Director of NIST, to the Secretary of 
Commerce for submission to the 
Congress, to be due at a date to be 
agreed upon by the Committee and the 
Director of NIST. Such report will 
provide an evaluation of National 
Construction Safety Team activities, 
along with recommendations to improve 
the operation and effectiveness of 
National Construction Safety Teams, 
and an assessment of the 
implementation of the 
recommendations of the National 
Construction Safety Teams and of the 
Committee. In addition, the Committee 
may provide reports at strategic stages of 
an investigation, at its discretion or at 
the request of the Director of NIST, 
through the Director of the BFRL and 
the Director of NIST, to the Secretary of 
Commerce. 

Membership 

1. The Committee will be composed 
of not fewer than five nor more than ten 
members that reflect a wide balance of 
the diversity of technical disciplines 
and competencies involved in the 
National Construction Safety Teams 
investigations. Members shall be 
selected on the basis of established 
records of distinguished service in their 
professional community and their 
knowledge of issues affecting the 
National Construction Safety Teams. 

2. The Director of the NIST shall 
appoint the members of the Committee, 
and they will be selected on a clear, 
standardized basis, in accordance with 
applicable Department of Commerce 
guidance. 

Miscellaneous 

1. Members of the Committee will not 
be paid for their services, but will, upon 
request, be allowed travel and per diem 
expenses in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 
5701 et seq., while attending meetings 
of the Committee or of its 
subcommittees, or while otherwise 
performing duties at the request of the 
chairperson, while away from their 
homes or a regular place of business. 

2. The Committee will meet at least 
once per year at the call of the Chair. 
Additional meetings may be called 
whenever one-third or more of the 
members so request it in writing or 
whenever the Chair or the Director of 
NIST requests a meeting. 

Nomination Information 

1. Nominations are sought from all 
fields involved in issues affecting 
National Construction Safety Teams. 

2. Nominees should have established 
records of distinguished service. The 
field of expertise that the candidate 
represents he/she is qualified for should 
be specified in the nomination letter. 
Nominations for a particular field 
should come from organizations or 
individuals within that field. A 
summary of the candidate’s 
qualifications should be included with 
the nomination, including (where 
applicable) current or former service on 
Federal advisory boards and Federal 
employment. In addition, each 
nomination letter should state that the 
candidate agrees to the nomination, 
acknowledges the responsibilities of 
serving on the Committee, and will 
actively participate in good faith in the 
tasks of the Committee. 

3. The Department of Commerce is 
committed to equal opportunity in the 
workplace and seeks a broad-based and 
diverse Committee membership. 

Advisory Committee on Earthquake 
Hazards Reduction (ACEHR) 

ADDRESSES: Please submit nominations 
to Tina Faecke, Administrative Officer, 
National Earthquake Hazards Reduction 
Program, National Institute of Standards 
and Technology, 100 Bureau Drive, Mail 
Stop 8630, Gaithersburg, MD 20899– 
8630. Nominations may also be 
submitted via fax to 301–975–5433 or e- 
mail at tina.faecke@nist.gov. Additional 
information regarding the Committee, 
including its charter and executive 
summary may be found on its electronic 
home page at: http://www.nehrp.gov. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr. 
Jack Hayes, Director, National 
Earthquake Hazards Reduction Program, 
National Institute of Standards and 
Technology, 100 Bureau Drive, Mail 
Stop 8610, Gaithersburg, MD 20899– 
8610, telephone 301–975–5640, fax 
301–975–4032; or via e-mail at 
jack.hayes@nist.gov. 

Committee Information: The 
Committee was established on June 27, 
2006, in accordance with the National 
Earthquake Hazards Reduction Program 
Reauthorization Act, Pub. L. 108–360 
and the Federal Advisory Committee 
Act (5 U.S.C. App. 2). 

Objectives and Duties 

1. The Committee will assess trends 
and developments in the science and 
engineering of earthquake hazards 
reduction, effectiveness of the Program 
in carrying out the activities under 
section 103(a)(2) of the Act, the need to 
revise the Program, the management, 
coordination, implementation, and 
activities of the Program. 

2. The Committee functions solely as 
an advisory body, in accordance with 
the provisions of the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act. 

3. The Committee shall report to the 
Director of NIST. 

4. Not later than one year after the 
first meeting of the Committee, and at 
least once every two years thereafter, the 
Committee shall report to the Director of 
NIST, on its findings of the assessments 
and its recommendations for ways to 
improve the Program. In developing 
recommendations, the Committee shall 
consider the recommendations of the 
United States Geological Survey 
Scientific Earthquake Studies Advisory 
Committee. 

Membership 

1. The Committee will consist of not 
fewer than 11 nor more than 15 
members, who reflect a wide diversity 
of technical disciplines, competencies, 
and communities involved in 
earthquake hazards reduction. Members 
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shall be selected on the basis of 
established records of distinguished 
service in their professional community 
and their knowledge of issues affecting 
the National Earthquake Hazards 
Reduction Program. 

2. The Director of NIST shall appoint 
the members of the Committee, and they 
will be selected on a clear, standardized 
basis, in accordance with applicable 
Department of Commerce guidance. 

3. The term of office of each member 
of the Committee shall be three years, 
except that vacancy appointments shall 
be for the remainder of the unexpired 
term of the vacancy and that the initial 
members shall have staggered terms 
such that the committee will have 
approximately 1⁄3 new or reappointed 
members each year. 

4. No committee member may be an 
‘‘employee’’ as defined in 
subparagraphs (A) through (F) of section 
7342(a)(1) of Title 5 of the United States 
Code. 

Miscellaneous 

1. Members of the Committee will not 
be compensated for their services, but 
will, upon request, be allowed travel 
and per diem expenses in accordance 
with 5 U.S.C. 5701 et seq., while 
attending meetings of the Committee or 
of its subcommittees, or while otherwise 
performing duties at the request of the 
chairperson, while away from their 
homes or a regular place of business. 

2. Members of the Committee shall 
serve as Special Government Employees 
and are required to file an annual 
Executive Branch Confidential Financial 
Disclosure Report. 

3. The Committee shall meet at least 
once per year. Additional meetings may 
be called whenever the Director of NIST 
requests a meeting. 

4. Committee meetings are open to the 
public. 

Nomination Information 

1. Nominations are sought from 
industry and other communities having 
an interest in the National Earthquake 
Hazards Reduction Program, such as, 
but not limited to, research and 
academic institutions, industry 
standards development organizations, 
state and local government bodies, and 
financial communities, who are 
qualified to provide advice on 
earthquake hazards reduction and 
represent all related scientific, 
architectural, and engineering 
disciplines. 

2. Nominees should have established 
records of distinguished service. The 
field of expertise that the candidate 
represents should be specified in the 
nomination letter. Nominations for a 

particular field should come from 
organizations or individuals within that 
field. A summary of the candidate’s 
qualifications should be included with 
the nomination, including (where 
applicable) current or former service on 
federal advisory boards and federal 
employment. In addition, each 
nomination letter should state that the 
person agrees to the nomination, 
acknowledges the responsibilities of 
serving on the Committee, and will 
actively participate in good faith in the 
tasks of the Committee. 

3. The Department of Commerce is 
committed to equal opportunity in the 
workplace and seeks a broad-based and 
diverse Committee membership. 

Visiting Committee on Advanced 
Technology (VCAT) 

ADDRESSES: Please submit nominations 
to Gail Ehrlich, Visiting Committee on 
Advanced Technology, National 
Institute of Standards and Technology, 
100 Bureau Drive, Mail Stop 1060, 
Gaithersburg, MD 20899–1060. 
Nominations may also be submitted via 
fax to 301–216–0529. Additional 
information regarding the Committee, 
including its charter, current 
membership list, and executive 
summary may be found on the NIST 
Web site at: http://www.nist.gov/ 
director/vcat/vcat.htm. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Gail 
Ehrlich, Visiting Committee on 
Advanced Technology, National 
Institute of Standards and Technology, 
100 Bureau Drive, Mail Stop 1060, 
Gaithersburg, MD 20899–1060, 
telephone 301–975–2149, fax 301–216– 
0529; or via e-mail at 
gail.ehrlich@nist.gov. 

Committee Information: The VCAT 
was established in accordance with 15 
U.S.C. 278 and the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App. 2). 

Objectives and Duties 

1. The Committee shall review and 
make recommendations regarding 
general policy for NIST, its organization, 
its budget, and its programs, within the 
framework of applicable national 
policies as set forth by the President and 
the Congress. 

2. The Committee functions solely as 
an advisory body, in accordance with 
the provisions of the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act. 

3. The Committee shall report to the 
Director of NIST. 

4. The Committee shall provide a 
written annual report, through the 
Director of NIST, to the Secretary of 
Commerce for submission to the 
Congress no later than 30 days after the 

submittal to Congress of the President’s 
annual budget request in each year. 
Such report shall deal essentially, 
though not necessarily exclusively, with 
policy issues or matters which affect the 
Institute, or with which the Committee 
in its official role as the private sector 
policy advisor of the Institute is 
concerned. Each such report shall 
identify areas of program emphasis for 
the Institute of potential importance to 
the long-term competitiveness of the 
United States industry, which could be 
used to assist the United States 
enterprises and United States industrial 
joint research and development 
ventures. Such report also shall 
comment on the programmatic planning 
document and updates thereto 
submitted to Congress under 
subsections (c) and (d) of section 23 of 
the NIST Act (15 U.S.C. 278i). The 
Committee shall submit to the Secretary 
and Congress such additional reports on 
specific policy matters as it deems 
appropriate. 

Membership 
1. The Committee is composed of 

fifteen members that provide 
representation of a cross-section of 
traditional and emerging United States 
industries. Members shall be selected 
solely on the basis of established 
records of distinguished service and 
shall be eminent in such fields as 
business, research, new product 
development, engineering, labor, 
education, management consulting, 
environment, and international 
relations. No employee of the Federal 
Government shall serve as a member of 
the Committee. 

2. The Director of the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology 
shall appoint the members of the 
Committee, and they will be selected on 
a clear, standardized basis, in 
accordance with applicable Department 
of Commerce guidance. 

Miscellaneous 
1. Members of the VCAT are not paid 

for their service, but will, upon request, 
be allowed travel expenses in 
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 5701 et seq., 
while attending meetings of the 
Committee or of its subcommittees, or 
while otherwise performing duties at 
the request of the chairperson, while 
away from their homes or a regular 
place of business. 

2. Meetings of the VCAT take place at 
the NIST headquarters in Gaithersburg, 
Maryland, and once each year at the 
NIST site in Boulder, Colorado. 
Meetings are one or two days in 
duration and are held at least twice each 
year. 
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3. Committee meetings are open to the 
public. 

Nomination Information 

1. Nominations are sought from all 
fields described above. 

2. Nominees should have established 
records of distinguished service and 
shall be eminent in fields such as 
business, research, new product 
development, engineering, labor, 
education, management consulting, 
environment and international relations. 
The category (field of eminence) for 
which the candidate is qualified should 
be specified in the nomination letter. 
Nominations for a particular category 
should come from organizations or 
individuals within that category. A 
summary of the candidate’s 
qualifications should be included with 
the nomination, including (where 
applicable) current or former service on 
federal advisory boards and federal 
employment. In addition, each 
nomination letter should state that the 
candidate agrees to the nomination, 
acknowledges the responsibilities of 
serving on the VCAT, and will actively 
participate in good faith in the tasks of 
the VCAT. Besides participation in one- 
or two-day meetings held at least twice 
each year, it is desired that members be 
able to devote the equivalent of two 
days between meetings to either 
developing or researching topics of 
potential interest, and so forth in 
furtherance of the Committee duties. 

3. The Department of Commerce is 
committed to equal opportunity in the 
workplace and seeks a broad-based and 
diverse VCAT membership. 

Dated: July 8, 2008. 
James M. Turner, 
Deputy Director. 
[FR Doc. E8–16064 Filed 7–14–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Institute of Standards and 
Technology 

[Docket No.: 080626784–8786–01] 

RIN 0693–ZA82 

Technology Innovation Program (TIP) 
Notice of Availability of Funds and 
Announcement of Public Meetings 
(Proposers’ Conferences) 

AGENCY: National Institute of Standards 
and Technology (NIST), Department of 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The National Institute of 
Standards and Technology’s (NIST) 

Technology Innovation Program (TIP) 
announces that it will hold a single 
fiscal year 2008 competition and is 
soliciting high-risk, high-reward 
research and development proposals for 
financial assistance. TIP also announces 
that it will hold public meetings 
(Proposers’ Conferences) for all 
interested parties. TIP is soliciting 
proposals under this fiscal year 2008 
competition in one area of critical 
national need entitled ‘‘Civil 
Infrastructure’’ as described in the 
Program Description section below. 
DATES: The due date for submission of 
proposals is 3 p.m. Eastern Time, 
Thursday, September 4, 2008. This 
deadline applies to any mode of 
proposal submission, including hand- 
delivery, courier, express mailing, and 
electronic. Do not wait until the last 
minute to submit a proposal. TIP will 
not make any allowances for late 
submissions, including incomplete 
Grants.gov registration or delays by 
guaranteed overnight couriers. To avoid 
any potential processing backlogs due to 
last minute registrations, proposers are 
strongly encouraged to start their 
Grants.gov registration process at least 
four weeks prior to the proposal 
submission due date. Review, selection, 
and award processing is expected to be 
completed by the end of November 
2008. 
ADDRESSES: Proposals must be 
submitted to TIP as follows: 

Paper submission: Send to National 
Institute of Standards and Technology, 
Technology Innovation Program, 100 
Bureau Drive, Stop 4701, Gaithersburg, 
MD 20899–4701. 

Electronic submission: http:// 
www.grants.gov. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Barbara Lambis at 301–975–4447 or by 
e-mail at barbara.lambis@nist.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Additional Information. The full 
Federal Funding Opportunity (FFO) 
announcement for this request for 
proposals is available at http:// 
www.grants.gov. The full FFO 
announcement text can also be accessed 
on the TIP Web site at http:// 
www.nist.gov/tip/helpful.html. The June 
2008 Technology Innovation Program 
Proposal Preparation Kit is also 
available at http://www.nist.gov/tip/ 
helpful.html. The TIP Proposal 
Preparation Kit must be used to prepare 
a TIP proposal. The TIP implementing 
regulations are published at 15 CFR Part 
296, 73 FR 35,913 (June 25, 2008), and 
included in the TIP Proposal 
Preparation Kit as Appendix B. 

Public Meetings (Proposers’ 
Conferences). TIP is holding public 

meetings (Proposers’ Conferences) at 
several locations around the country. 
Proposers’ conferences will provide 
general information regarding TIP, 
guidance on preparing proposals, and 
the opportunity for questions and 
answers. Proprietary technical 
discussions about specific project ideas 
with NIST staff are not permitted at 
these conferences or at any time before 
submitting the proposal to TIP. 
Therefore, you should not expect to 
have proprietary issues addressed at 
proposers’ conferences. Also, NIST/TIP 
staff will not critique or provide 
feedback on project ideas while they are 
being developed by a proposer. 
However, NIST/TIP staff will answer 
questions about the TIP eligibility and 
cost-sharing requirements, evaluation 
and award criteria, selection process, 
and the general characteristics of a 
competitive TIP proposal at the 
proposers’ conferences and by phone 
and e-mail. Attendance at TIP 
proposers’ conferences is not required. 

TIP Proposers’ Conferences are being 
held at the following dates, times, and 
locations: 

July 16, 2008, 9 a.m.–1 p.m. Central 
Time: St. Louis Airport Marriott, 10700 
Pear Tree Lane, St. Louis, MO (314– 
253–5121). 

July 16, 2008, 9 a.m.–1 p.m. Central 
Time: Renaissance Houston, 6 
Greenway Plaza, East Houston, TX 
(713–850–2310). 

July 17, 2008, 9 a.m.–1 p.m. Eastern 
Time: Holiday Inn Atlanta Airport 
North, 1380 Virginia Avenue, Atlanta, 
GA (404–838–0029). 

July 17, 2008, 9 a.m.–1 p.m. Pacific 
Time: Holiday Inn Portland Airport, 
8439 North East Columbia Boulevard, 
Portland, OR (503–914–5253). 

July 18, 2008, 9 a.m.–1 p.m. Pacific 
Time: Doubletree San Jose, 2050 
Gateway Place, San Jose, CA (408–437– 
2124). 

July 21, 2008, 1 p.m.–5 p.m. Eastern 
Time: Boston Courtyard Downtown, 275 
Tremont Street, Boston, MA (781–537– 
5594). 

July 22, 2008, 9 a.m.–1 p.m. Eastern 
Time: NIST Red Auditorium, 100 
Bureau Drive, Gaithersburg, MD (301– 
975–8910). Pre-registration is required 
by 5 p.m. Eastern Time on July 16, 2008 
for the Proposers’ Conference being held 
at NIST Gaithersburg, MD only. Due to 
increased security at NIST, no on-site 
registrations will be accepted and all 
attendees must be pre-registered. Photo 
identification must be presented at the 
NIST main gate to be admitted to the 
July 17, 2008 conference. Attendees 
must wear their conference badge at all 
times while on the NIST campus. Same 
day registration will be allowed at the 
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