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AUSTIN — US. Surgeon
General C. Everett Koop has
predicted that the annual na-
tinnal health hill for AIDS vic-
tims will reach $16 billion by
1991,

Some 51,0M Americans are ex-
pected to die from AIDS that year
alane, Koop said Thursday.

“1f vou take all the costs, disrup-
tion of services and time Jost from
emplovinent in 1991, you will see a
total bill for America of £70 billion.”
Koop said after a speech to a joint
session of the Legislature,

By 1991, Koop said, 16000 of the
2500 AIDS victims in the United
States are expected 1o be Texans,
Some 4,400 Texans will be diagnosed
Tor XTDR THACTEar 2 SOMNC 200
will die, he said. .

“If yuu have a monogamous rela-
tionship, keep it. If nat, find it,” the
surpeon gencral warned.

“Sot only is this discase doubling
esvery 13 months, it is no longer a dis-
vase 0f certain groups of people that

-1 1rank mMost wi-our-popuhyt oy thmicd
i» ihe case,” Koop said, adding:

“11 is no Jonger 3 discase of white
homesexuals or IV (intravenous)
(rug users, but has jumped into the
lat:rosexual population.

\ittionally, he said, heterosexuals
make uAp only 4 percemt of all re-

wed AIDS cases, about 1,220 out of

2.900 Cases.

“Our statisticlans estimate the
number of AIDS cases will increase
Yfold over the next five years —
and that’s a steep curve,” Koop said.

“However, they say the number of
AIDS cases involving heterosexual
peoeple will increase 20-foid — and

One out of 12 Americans are His-
punic, while one out of seven Hispan-
s are AIDS victims, Koop said.

He attributed the disproportionate
rumbser of AIDS cases a minor-
ities to a high incidence of ve-
tiwys drug use fn many inner cities.

Recause there is no cure for AIDS,
Kuap called for either sexual abst-
nence or monogamy.

e also ;l;:c\‘:)co?lcd condom use for
any sex outsi monogamy,

Although health and insurance
costs are expected to skyrocket,
RKoop said money alone will not solve
the problem.

“You have 10 have * and ded-
u)mimt; and l:‘d‘ai‘?l and have 3 coali-
tion of people willing to get together
to get things done,” he uﬁt

State Health Commissioner Rob-
crlt Bernstein has asked for about
$15 mulhon in additional funds over
each of the next two years (o fund
ADS education, counseling and
screening in Texas,

“If we get that money. 1 will be
happy.” he said.

-rnstein, asked what would hap-
pen if the Texas Health Department
tailed to the funds because of a
projected $4.8 billion budzet shortfall
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cycle, said: : .

“Somehow.!mmﬂ-'
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a member of the House C

ommities
‘on Public Health, sald the gtate at

this time does not have the finances

to adequately fund the department's

request for AIDS education and

sponsible sex education should start
at an ecarl

“1 ‘ﬁlghe that, like any-
thing else, the younger you can teach
your child mmsihmy. the better
off you are the more control you
le;n have over your child’s behavior,”

The Appropriations Commitice is
expected {0 vote soon on a rider to
the Heslth Department’s budget to
spend $1.2 million on AIDS education
and prevention in fiscal {ear 1968,
and another $2.2 million in 1989.

Rep. Ciro Rodriguez, D-San Anto-
nio, a member of the House Commit-
tee on Public Health, said that other
states spend much more, :

*The n:‘t‘izucs are alarming”

2z

that's a very steep curve,” he added.

Blacks and Hispanics make up & wlt:\rl S .‘.7“{3.‘.';“ to sn epidemic
dispre nate share of current situation,” Madla sa L
AIDS victims. Koop said. . “I'm not sure the ment of

Siatistics show one oul of cipght Health has the financial resources al-
Americans are black, while one out located to #t and none is being sug-
«f four AIDS victims are black, he gested to address those ma“
sait may have some in the next few days,

but that's to be secn™



