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Dear Dr. Lundb%rgz 

I am pledtsad to present you with a aopy of Children with Uandioaps and Their 
Families, based on material presentad reoently at the U.S. Publfa Health 
Service IUSPHS) Surgson General’s Workshop held at the Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia. More than 170 health oar% providers, financial %x%cutlves, 
legislative aided, and par%nts mot to formulate recommendations .%onc%rning the 
o&re of children with disabling conditions and their families. 

Although ventilator-d%pendent ohlldrcn were used as ths models for the 
discussions, the reoommendationa have impliaatlons for nationwide care of all 
children with disabilities, The recasmendations foouaed on ways to ameliorate 
legialativ% and finanoial barriers to home care and on ways to organize and 
aoordlnate existim  oommunitg resources. 

Many of these reoommendatlons, as might be expeoted, affeot phyaiciana and 
other health care personnel. Coordinating the highly sophlstlaat%d and 
ap%aial lz%d m%dioal/surgiaal allied health, and supportive professional team 
to dstarmine and provide ths most appropriate care for teohnology-dependent 
children in the least raatriative environment emerged as a high priority 
during the workshop. 

Representatives from the American Medioal Association (AMA) indioated that a 
number of the reommmdations relate to priority aotivities in which the AMA 
ia currently involved or in whiah it 1s plannlng to become involvad, 
Speuifioally cited were the Medioal Information Network (NgT), with its 
potential for inoorporating medlaal and referral fnformation on disabling 
oonditions affsoting ohildren, and the, Health Policy Agenda for ths Ameriaan 
People, with its potential far foousfng appropriate attention on planning to 
meet the health c5are needs of the chronically ill and of disabled persona. 

X  understand that both of these aotivitlee are still in the developmental 
stagas. It may, therefore, be dmirabls for representatives from the Ameriaan 
Medical Assoaiation and from the Offlo% of the Surgeon General to meet to 
discuss how we may beat cooperate and ooordinata to accomplish our mutual 
obJectives. If such a n%eting seems as doairabla to you as it doea to mc, I 
hope that it oan be arranged as soon as possible. 
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In any event, the American Media& Azmxiaticm in to be comenfied for the 
attentLon it is Pooustng on laeetfng the immediate health cam needs of all 
persons with disablng canditions. t understand that the AMA has been an 
active participant in activltlts of the International and Wational Year of 
Dfsabled fsraona, in addition to its ongoing activi.tles f.n health care and 
eduoation. I hops that the AhtA will. focus special attsntfon on a special 
group with speciftl needs: the raillion dolbr hahiea. 

Sincerely yaurs~ 

C. Everett itoop, F4.D. 
Surgpxm Cenera1. 

bee : Dr. Vince Hutckins 
Dr. Hannah Hedrick 

Prepared by:CEKoop:vsd, 4/7/83 
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