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TO COORDINATORSOF REGIONAL}~DICALPROGRAMS,REGIONM HEALTHADMINISTRATORS,
‘AND 01’HER ORGANIZATIONSCONCERNEDWITHARTHRITIS

SUBJECT: Summariesof arthritisprogramsfundedin 1974by RegionalMedical
Programs.

This transmitsa copyof the summariesof pilotarthritisprograms,ftinded

I.astyear througha specialone-yearappropriationearmarkof $4.5mill~.ens,

foryour informationanduse.

arthritisprogramandproject

statusof the fundedprograms

Thesereportswere preparedin Novemberby

directorsat out request. Theypresentthe

duringor immediatelyfollowingstartupacti-

vities,and containinformationwhichmay be usefulto many individuals

workingin the areaof arthritisdiseases.

The developmentand distributionof thesesummariesrespondsin part to

recommendationsof theNationalAdvisoryCouncilon RegionalMedicalPro-

gramswhen it rec~mmended,in conjunctionwith pilotarthritisprogramgrant

approvalsin June 1974,thattheprogrambe providedoverallcoordination,

The Councilalsourgedthatmechanismsbe developedforprogramreporting,
4

informationexchange,andevaluation.We havebeen unableto respondfully

to theseCouncilrecommendationsin the faceof staffreductions,theimmi-

nentphase-outof theDivisionof RegionalMedicalPrograms(DRMP),and the

expectedterminationof theRegionalMedicalPrograms(RMPts)@

In orderto developa more adequateresponseto the Councilrsrecommendations,

a conferenceof arthritisprogramleaderswas convenedat KansasCity,Missouri,

on January19 - 20, 1975. The conferencewas sponsoredby the 29 RMPISoperatin~



approvedarthritisprograms,theArthritisFoundation,and theAmerican

Academyof OrthopedicSurgeons.hostsof the conferencewere theKansas

W, and theKan6asCityDivision,ArthritisFoundation.The program

summariesprovidedbackgroundfor

conferees,alongwith information

Theconferenceoutcomewas a body

thedeliberationsof themore than100

developedby themduringthe conference.

of resolutionscallingfor actionsby

programparticipantsand associateson aspectsof the arthritisprogram,

includingways to recordand assessthe program,projectreportingand

evaluation,activitycoordination,and opportunitiesfor obtainingcon-

tinuitysupport.

We presentlyanticipate

reflectdiscussionsand

you withintwomonths.

thatthe conferencereport,whichwill fully

resolutions,canbe developedand transmittedto

.
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