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SUBJEC’r: Arthritisprogram in Maryland W.

A joint telepiloneconversationwas held with Dr. Edward Davells,
CoordinatorMM, and Dr. Mary Betty Stevens,rheumatologistat .Johns
Hopkins, and Chairwomanof the MRMP arthritisapplicationcommittee.
This committeewas formed after a meetingwith Johns Hopkins,Md. Univ.
Medical School, and the State Departmentof Health and Hygiene to
discuss the DW arthritisguidelines,and MRMP response. The committee
to draw up the arthritisapplicationis comprisedof a representative
from each of the medical schools,and a member of the Medical Advisory
Board of the state’sArthritisFoundation.

The problem discussed: The guidelinescan be read in a number of ways.
One responsewould be an operational,patient treatmentactivity. ~other,
and the one favoredby Maryland, would be a program design/development
approach,using these one-timeRMP funds to acceleratethe Region’s
program from its present status, to a comprehensivearthritisprogram to
be realized3 - 5 years hence. Much of the activitywould be developing
support,and identifyingand negotiatinginstitutional,and other linkages
requiredfor a truly comprehensive,Statewideprogram.

I advisedDr. Stevens,and Dr. Davens that I felt that their approachwas
quite appropriate,and that the merit of their proposalwould not necessar-
ily be diminishedbecause it was not addressedprimarily to imediate treat-
ment activities. I urged them to fully explain the planningand development’
which has already occurred,and to clearly define this one-yearW
activityin the contextof the larger, and longer-termgoal on which they
are already embarked.


