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UTILIZATION OF SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS:
SUMMARY OF NONMEDICAL STATISTICS

W. Frank Lewis, Division of Health Resources Ulilization Statistics

INTRODUCTION

This report presents estimates on the utili-
zation of short-stay hospitals in the United States
based on information collected in the Hospital
Discharge Survey, a continuous nationwide survey
conducted by the National Center for Health
Statistics, Data were abstracted from about
225,000 hospital records of inpatients discharged
from 424 hospitals that participated in the survey.

Results of the survey permit generation of
four basic types of reports: nonmedical, diag-
nostic, surgical, and patient charges, They are
published in Series 13 of the Vilal and Health
Statistics reports and as selected supplements
of Monthly Vital Statistics Reports.1-23 Egti-
mates shown in this report are for non-Federal
short-stay hospital patients, excluding newborn
infants, discharged during 1973, Nonmedicaldata
are presented on the number and rate of dis-
charges and of days of care and average length
of stay for patients discharged, by age, sex, and
color and by geographic region, bed size, and

type of ownership (control) of hospitals,

Another program of NCHS, the Health Inter-
view Survey (HIS), also collects information on
hospitalization, The estimates provided by HIS
are generally lower for number of discharges
and greater for average lengths of stay than HDS
estimates because of differences in collection
procedures, population sampled, and definitions.
Data from HIS are published in Series 10 reports,

This nonmedical report will be divided pri-

marily into three areas: an analysis of hospital
discharges, an analysis of days of care and
length of stay, and some comparisons between
the four regions of selected variables, Since the
estimates are based on a sample of discharges
from participating hospitals rather than on all
discharges from all short-stay hospitals, they
are subject to sampling error, Tables and graphs
of approximate sampling errors and instructions
for their use are given in the section "'Reliability
of Estimates" in appendix I.

Appendix Il contains definitions of terms
relating to hospitalization and the character-
istics of patients and of hospitals surveyed. Since
several of these terms have specialized meaning
in the Hospital Discharge Survey, familiarity
with the definitions will aid in interpreting the
data,

SELECTED FINDINGS

An estimated 32,1 million inpatients were
discharged from non-Federal short-stay hos-
pitals in 1973. These patients received an esti-
mated 249.4 million days of care, with an aver-
age length of stay of 7.8 days per hospital epi-
sode, The annual rate of days of care per 1,000
persons in the civilian noninstitutionalized popu-
lation was 1,211.6, and there was an annual dis-
charge rate of 156.1 per 1,000 persons. Approxi-
mately three-fourths (72.3 percent) of the dis-
charges in 1973 were from voluntary nonprofit



hospitals. State and local government hospitals
accounted for 20.6 percent of the discharges
and proprietary hospitals for only 7.0 percent,

Patients under 15 years of age accounted
for 12.2 percent of all discharges and had a
rate of discharge per 1,000 population of 70.8.
This contrasted with the population 65 years of
age and over, whose rate of discharge was 341,8
per 1,000 population, Differences in hospital
utilization by sex were also noted. Rates of dis-
charge and of days of care were higher for fe-
males than for males, The discharge rate for
females of 180.9 per 1,000 population was 40
percent higher than that for males, 129.2 per
1,000 population, but with hospitalization for
deliveries excluded the discharge rate for fe-
males was only 17 percent higher than the rate
for males, For the group under 15 years of
age, however, the discharge rate for males was
higher than that for females, 78.8 compared to
62,4 per 1,000 population,

Hospitalization utilization figures by color
are grouped in the categories ""white," "all other /'
and "color not stated," Since the number of dis-
charges for whom color was not stated is slightly
larger than the all other group, data analysis by
color must be interpreted with caution, Based on
the estimates of patients discharged for whom
color was stated, patients identified as white
outnumbered those in the all other group by about
7 to 1, As a group white patients were older than
all other patients, but each age-sex group had
shorter average lengths of stay than did the cor-
responding group of all other patients,

The age distribution within hospitals varied
by the size of the hospital, The smallest hos-
pitals had proportionately fewer patients 15-64
years of age than did the largest hospitals, in
which only 17,6 percent of the patients were aged
65 years and over, Average length of stay in-
creased with hospital size from 6.4 days in the
smallest hospitals to 8,8 days in hospitals with
500 beds or more,

Regional differences were apparent in num-
ber of discharges, ranging from 5,0 million in
the West Region to 10.0 million in the North
Central Region, Average length of stay was long-
est in the Northeast Region, 9,0 days, and short-
est in the West, where length of stay averaged
only 6.4 days,

DISCHARGES AND
DISCHARGE RATES

Age and Sex

Patients under 15 years of age accounted for
an estimated 3.9 million discharges, or 12,2 per-
cent of all discharged patients from short-stay
hospitals in 1973, Of these, 1.8 percent were
less than 1 year old, 3.8 percent were 1-4 years
old, and 6.7 percent were from 5-14 years of
age (figure 1), The discharge rate for the group
under 15 years of age was the lowest for any age
group, with a rate of 70.8 per 1,000 population
(table A). In contrast, the discharge rate for
persons 65 years and older was 341,8 per 1,000
population,

Males 65 years and over were discharged
at a rate of 367.0 per 1,000, compared to the
lower rate for females of 323.5 per 1,000. For
the total of all age groups, however, discharge
rates for females excluding deliveries were
higher than those for males, 151,8 versus 129.2
per 1,000. There were more male than female
discharges in each age bracket under 15 years
of age. At under 1 year of age male discharges

AGE

Under 1 year
1-4 years ...

G-14 years ...,

16-44 years ....cverrennnn

45-64 years ...

! o,
........
vl

65 years and over ...

Both
sexes

Mate Famale

Figure 1. Percent distribution of patients discharged from short-
stay hospitals by age, aceording to sex: United States, 1973.



Table A. Number and rate of discharges and of days of care and average length of stay
{ggspatients discharged f£rom short-stay hospitals, by age and sex: United States,
Female
Both
Age 1 Male
sexes Including | Excluding
deliveries | deliveries
Number of discharges in thousands

All ageS~=rmememmmmcccmmemccecn e - 32,125 12,835 19,266 16,173
Under 15 yearsSe-m=-ccwsmcmcuccmmcanccaancoce 3,933 2,231 1,700 1,685
15=44 yearsS=e=semcccmmcccrnoe e e e e ———— 13,482 3,873 9,598 6,524
45-64 yearS=e=mecmmmamcncecnccmcn e a e 7,772 3,637 4,131 4,126
65 years and over-=--s-mce—cacmccancnecan- 6,937 3,094 3,837 3,837

Rate of discharges per 1,000 population
All agesme~=--rcmecmcmccnncan—en———— 156.1 129.2 180.9 151.8
Under 15 years=s~w-ncucmccmcacacmancancca— 70.8 78.8 62.4 61.8
15«44 years~—=s-~ermecmecncmcccona e n——— 154.4 91.7 212.9 44,7
4564 yearsmmecmsccmemmmmc e nccncn e ———— 182.2 179.1 185.0 184.8
65 years and over------smmcencscmccecaneo—. 341.8 367.0 323.5 323.5

Number of days of care in thousands
All ageSmm=mmmmcemcm e m .- 249,339 |} 105,911 143,271 130,869
Under 15 yearS«--mmemscccmmecacmacccncnnn= 17,884 10,006 7,861 7,811
15-44 yearS~-me-—mecmcmccmamaccmacen———aan 76,732 26,337 50,324 37,989
45-64 yearsm=wme—mamcmcnmmcncccnn e e ————— 70,828 33,761 37,025 37,007
65 years and QvVer-~=-sc=mscecsceacccean~—- 83,944 35,807 48,061 48,061
Rate of days of care per 1,000 population
All agegm-c-mcamcrcmmmcmcnemn e —— .- 1,211.6|| 1,066.5 1,344.9 1,228.5
Under 15 years--~-=-ac-u=- mmmem e ———— 321.9 353.4 288.5 286.7
15-44 yeargm-mmmecmmmacacccnccccn e — e ———— 878.5 623.3 1,116.1 842.6
45-64 yearS=mmmmmemsncmn e e ———— 1,661,0) 1,662.3 1,658.0 1,657.2
65 years and over--e~e--em-cemame- ———————— 4,136,411 4,247.1 4,051.7 4,051.7
Average length of stay in days

All ages-mce-masmccmmesccc—e—acca——— 7.8 8.3 7.4 8.1
Under 15 years=mmmemmmammcmecac——ccomceoaa 4.5 4.5 4.6 4.6
15-44 years—wememmmemcmammaecacmcmcm—n—na—— 5.7 6.8 5.2 5.8
45-64 years==wseammemcmmamcecmam——————————— 9.1 9.3 9.0 9.0
65 years and over=e==-ms-eecmnemcecc—e-no- 12.1 11.6 12.5 12.5

1Figures include data for sex not stated.



outnumbered female 337,000 to 243,000; at ages
1-4 years, 703,000 to 510,000; and at ages 5-14
years, 1,191,000 to 947,000 (table 17), Within
these young age groups there was a higher per-
cent of the total male discharges than of the
female discharges (figure 1), with 17.4 percent
of the male discharges in the age group under
15 years compared to 8.8 percent for females.
As shown in table A, the rates for males and
for females, excluding deliveries, increased with
increasing age.

Color

Data for patients discharged are shown by
color in table 1 according to the three categories
"white," "all other,' and "color not stated.” An
estimated 24.4 million white patients and 3.6
million patients in the all other group were dis-
charged from short-stay hospitals in 1973, white
patients outnumbering all other patients by about
7 to 1, Color was not stated on the medical rec-
ord summary sheets for about 4.1 million pa-

AGE

Under 15 years

15-44 years  .iveeesrreenns

LI RV — N

65 years and over

- Color not
White All other stated

Figure 2. Percent distribution of patients discharged from short-
stay hospitals by age, according to color: United States, 1973.

tients, a number greater than that for patients
identified as all other. The age and sex distri-
bution of those for whom color was not stated
suggests that they were proportional by color
to those for whom it was stated.

There was a higher proportion of white
patients than all other patients 45 years and
over, 48,2 percent and 30.8 percent, respec-
tively, Approximately 1 in 4 of the estimated
white patients were age 65 and over, compared
to 1 in 8 patients other than white (figure 2),

The group of white patients was composed
of 41 percent males and 59 percent females,
compared with 36 percent males and 64 percent
females in the all other category. A smaller
percentage of white females than of all other
females hospitalized for deliveries accounted
for most of this difference.

Bed Size of Hospital

For all hospital sizes the percent of dis-
charges under 15 years of age during 1973 was
approximately the same, between 11 and 13 per-
cent; however, patients differed appreciably in
the percent distributions for three age groups
15 years and older according to hospital size
(table 3). The smallest hospitals had propor-
tionately fewer discharged patients aged 15-64
years old than did the largest hospitals, On the
other hand, for the age group 65 years and over,
the smallest hospitals had more patients dis-
charged (26.6 percent) than the largest hospitals
had (17.6 percent). In other words, the smaller
the hospital the more likely it was that a larger
percent of its discharged patients would be found
in the oldest age group, and the larger the hos-
pital the larger the relative percent of patients
to be found in the age group 15-64 years,

This age and hospital size trend was true
for males and, with the exception of the age group
45-64 years, for females, The percents of female
discharges 45-64 years old were essentially the
same (21.6, 19.6, 20.9, 22.3, 22.3) for each size
hospital, When deliveries were excluded, the
trend of increased percent of patients 45-64
years old with increased size of hospital was
only slightly apparent (24.9, 23.7, 25.0, 26.6,
27.1),



Type of Ownership of Hospital

Voluntary nonprofit hospitals (operated by
church or other nonprofit organizations) cared
for 23,2 million patients in 1973, or 72 percent
of all patients discharged from short-stay hos-~
pitals (table 4), Government hospitals (controlled
by State or local government) accounted for 6.6
million discharges, or 21 percent of all patients,
and proprietary hospitals discharged 2,3 million,
or 7 percent, There were differences among the
ownership categories in the percent distributions
by age and for each sex, The relative proportion
of male to female discharges varied with the
type of hospital, with government hospitals re-
cording 45 percent more female discharges than
male (3,923,000 and 2,705,000, respectively),
and voluntary and proprietary hospitals both
showing approximately a 51 percent difference,
When deliveries are excluded, the number of dis-
charges for females is around 26 percent greater
than that for males for the total of all types of
hospitals, There was a noticeable difference
between voluntary and government hospitals in
the proportion of their patients aged 15-44years,
with government hospitals having 45.1 percent
and voluntary hospitals only 41.1 percent of
their patients in this age group.

DAYS OF CARE
AND LENGTH OF STAY

Age and Sex

The rates of days of care by age group
ranged from 229,3 days per 1,000 population
aged 5-14 years to 5,616.1 days for persons 75
years and over (table 6), Starting with age group
5-14 years, the days of care rate increased with
each advance in age, Age groups under 15 years
represented 7.2 percent of all days of care; ages
15-44, 30,7 percent; ages 45-64, 28,4 percent;
and ages 65 and over, 33,7 percent of all days
of care,

The average length of stay for patients dis-
charged during 1973 was 7.8 days (table 9). Av-
erage length of stay increased with each suc-
cessive age group from 4.5 days for patients
under age 15 to 12,1 days for patients aged 65

years and over, About two-thirds of all patients
were discharged within a week (table 7).

The days of care rates per 1,000 population
were lower for females than for males under 15
and over 54 years of age (table 6). Deliveries
exerted less influence on the days of care rate
than on the rate of discharges for females be-
cause of the relatively short average length of
stay. The average length of stay for females
aged 15-44 years is lowered by approximately
half a day when deliveries are included, Gener-
ally speaking, females 15-64 years of age had
shorter lengths of stay than males had, and fe-
males aged 65 and over had longer lengths of
stay (table 9).

Color

Differences between the age and sex dis-
tributions of days of care utilized by white and
all other patients for whom color was stated are
found in table 8, Patients under age 15 years in
the all other group used a larger proportion
(11.5 percent) of days of care than did white
patients in this age group, who used 6.5 per-
cent. Among white patients, approximately 35
percent of the days of care were provided for
patients under 45 years of age; among all others
about 54 percent were provided for this age
group, For ages 65years and over white patients—
both men and women—used a considerably larger
percent of days of care thandidall other patients,
35.8 percent for white patients and 20.8 percent
for all other patients.

There was little difference in the average
length of stay for all discharges by color, with
white patients averaging 7.8 days and all other
patients 8.0 days per stay (table 9), This is be-
cause white discharges had a larger percent
of older patients with longer hospital stays than
the all other group had. For every age and sex
group, however, the average stay was signifi-
cantly shorter for white patients than for all
others. Regardless of color status, males had
a longer length of stay than females including
deliveries had, All other males averaged ap-
proximately 1 day longer than all other females
when deliveries are excluded, primarily because
of the 8,5-day average length of stay for males
aged 15-44 years, White males and those with



color not stated had approximately the same
lengths of stay as females excluding deliveries
had.

Bed Size of Hospital

Days of care in the hospital-size groups
also varied by age, For patients aged 65 years
and over, reported days of care ranged from 26,8
percent of total days of care in the largest hos-
pitals to 42.4 percent in the smallest hospitals
(table 12), Days of care for patients ages 15-44
was 26,0 percent of the total in hospitals with
fewer than 100 beds and 34.2 percent in those
with 500 beds or more,

Average length of stay increased as age
and hospital size increased, ranging from 6.4
days in the smallest hospitals to 8.8 days in the
largest hospitals and from 4.5 days for the
youngest group to 12,1 days for the oldest group.
This was true for both sexes (table 13), The
shortest length of stay, 3.7 days, was for the age
group under 15 discharged from hospitals with
6-99 beds. The longest length of stay was 13.4
days for the group 65 years and over discharged
from hospitals with 500 beds or more,

The pattern of length of stay increasing with
size of hospital was true for each of the four
regions, The trend was most evident in the North-
east Region, where average length of stay in the
largest hospitals exceeded that in the smallest
hospitals by 2,4 days (table 16), This trend was
more pronounced for males than for females,
regardless of delivery status, in each of the
four regions, For the male episodes in the 15-44
age group, the average length of stay in the
largest hospitals was between 53 and 96 percent
longer thanm that in the smallest hospitals in each
of the regions.

Type of Ownership of Hospital

The 249,4 million days of care utilized in
1973 were distributed by ownership of hospital
as follows: voluntary nonprofit hospitals provided
184.9 million days, or 74.1 percent; government
hospitals 49.4 million days, or 19.8 percent; and
proprietary hospitals 15,1 million days, or 6.1
percent (table 14),

The relative proportion of days of care

provided to males and to females varied con-
siderably among the three types of hospitals,
In government hospitals, the number of days of
care provided for females including deliveries
was 22 percent greater thanthe number for males;
in voluntary nonprofit hospitals, the number of
days of care was 38 percent greater for females
than for males; and in proprietary hospitals, the
number of days of care was 54 percent greater
for females than for males,

Average length of stay was consistently
shorter in proprietary hospitals than in voluntary
nonprofit hospitals for both sexes and all age
groups. Average length of stay in government
hospitals was shorter than in voluntary nonprofit
hospitals for all age groups except under 15
years, where average length of stay was longer
in the government hospitals (table 15), For all
age groups, the average length of stay in pro-
prietary hospitals was shorter than in the other
hospital ownership groups for both sexes, ex-
cluding deliveries.

The difference between length of stay for
males and for females including deliveries was
small for proprietary hospitals and approximately
1 day for voluntary nonprofit and government
hospitals, The average length of stay was about
the same for both sexes with deliveries excluded.
In the group 15-44 years old, the average length
of stay for males varied between half a day and
2 days longer than that for females, regardless
of delivery status, for voluntary nonprofit and
government hospitals,

GEOGRAPHIC REGION
Age and Sex

The number of discharges in 1973 for geo-
graphic regions ranged from 5.0 million in the
West Region to 10.0 million in the Noxth Central
Region (table 5), The number of discharges per
1,000 population ranged from an estimated 141.4
in the West Region to 175.7 in the North Central
Region; among the age groups the greatest rela-
tive difference is found in the under 15 group,
with discharge rates of 59.3 and 84.8 per 1,000
population in the West and North Central Regions,
respectively (table B),



Table B. Rate of discharges and of days of care and average length of stay for pa-
tients discharged from short-stay hospitals, by age and geographic region: United
States, 1973

All North
Age regions u Northeast Central South West
Rate of discharges per 1,000 population
All ageS-e=wscmcmmcmecccccacnan 156.1 " 148.6 175.7 153.6 141.4

Under 15 years=m=—e-ccacccumcnaccacaa 70.8 66.6 84,8 67.8 59.3

15~44 yearssee—meecaocacmcncecaccanax 154.4 145,7 170.7 155,0 139.4

45-64 yearSe=cmemmcccmcmccceccn e ca—.— 182.3 166.8 211.7 173.7 174.1

65 years and over-===escsmcccccccanaa 341.8 310.9 374.4 345.,9 325.6

Rate of days of care per 1,000 population
All ageg=emw=a S T ] -=|1,211.6 “ 1,329.1 11,408.9 [1,119.2 903.0

Under 15 years—=-=ec~ecccccacamncnana 321.9 339.3 383.5 312.3 217.9

15-44 yearsm=-==smocmmccccmcaccanaaa- 878.5 915.,2 | 1,006.8 843.2 655.3

45-64 yearS-m—s-smmcmcmmc—cccmcaaacaa 1,661.0 1,786.6 11,992.5 | 1,474.9 | 1,275.3

65 years and OvVer-~-mmeccrccenmcccane- 4,136.4 4,441.3 } 4,653.7 | 3,832,1 | 3,344.4

Average length of stay in days
All ages===~==~ meemememecsm—————— 7.8, 9.0 8.0 7.3 6.4

Under 15 yearse-=ewremancmcccnceanaaa 4.5 5.1 4.5 4.6 3.7

1544 yearges=smamu=x e emtm e —————— 5.7 6.3 6.0 5.4 4.7

4564 yearg=mmmemecaemean e —————— 9.1 10.7 9.4 8.5 7.3

65 years and over-~-me=-acecccecemecw- 12,1 14.3 12.4 11.1 10.3

The number of days of care per 1,000 popu-
lation followed a similar pattern, being lowest
in the West Region and highest in the North Cen-
tral Region. The rates were 903.0 days and
1,408,9 days, respectively, a difference of 56.0
percent, For patients under age 15 years, these
two regions differed even more significantly,
with the days of care per 1,000 in the North Cen-
tral Region (383.5) being 76 percent higher than
the rate in the West Region (217.9 days of care).

Average length of stay in days was highest
in the Northeast Region and again lowest in the
West Region, 9.0 days and 6.4 days, respectively.
This pattern was consistent for all age groups,
with the difference between the Northeast and
the West Regions being greatest in age groups
45 years and over.

The average length of stay by sex showed
the same age and regional trends, Length of
stay for both sexes was longest in the Northeast

Region for the age group 65 years and over and
shortest in the West Region for the group less
than 15 years, Average length of stay for males
was slightly longer than that for females in all
regions, Females 65 years and over in each of
the four regions had longer stays than did males
in this age group (table 11),

Color

Color differences in the rate of discharges
were found among the regions. The Northeast
Region had the highest proportion of white dis-
charges (83.4 percent) and the North Central
Region the lowest (70,1 percent) (figure 3), The
South had the smallest proportion of its patients
in the category of color not stated, 6,0 percent,
in contrast to the North Central Region, which
had 22.3 percent listed as not stated,

Deliveries represented a smaller proportion



COLOR

Not stated ...

All other ...

North
Northeast South West Central

REGION

Figure 3. Percent distribution of patients discharged from short-
stay hospitals by color, according to geographic region: United
States, 1973,

of white patients than of all other patients hos-
pitalized, 8.8 percent and 14.8 percent, respec-
tively (figure 4). For all regions, deliveries
represerited a smaller proportion of the total
discharges for white patients than for all others,

Average length of stay by color also varied
among regions, In the Northeast and South Regions
white patients had shorter stays than all others
(figure 5), but the North Central and West Regions
showed stays for whites and all others to be
about the same,

Excluding deliveries, 48.2 percent of the
white patients were 45 years of age and over in
all regions (figure 6), whereas only 30.8 percent
of all other patients were 45 years or older.

For the population 15 years and over, re-
gional differences were found among all other
discharges in the 15-44 age group. Over 65 per-
cent of the discharges of all other patients in
the Northeast and North Central Regions were
in this age group, contrasted to the South and
West, which had only 62.6 and 60.0 percent, re-
spectively, of their all other discharges in this
age group (table C).

All other

REGION

All regions ... N
Ry 14.8

North Central ... R
S 150

y 168

Northeast
123

........... i\l\%

N\ }
L | l ] |

PERCENT

Figure 4. Deliveries as a percent of total discharges from short-
stay hospitals, by geographic region and color: United States,
1973.
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Figure 5. Average iength of stay for patients discharged from
short-stay hospitals, by geographic region and color: United
States, 1973.



Table C. Number and percent distribution of patients 15 years of age and over dis-
charged from short-stay hospitals by age, according to geographic region and color:
United States, 1973

. . Color Color
Geogrggglg :eglon Total White oﬁiér not Total White oﬁiér not
g stated stated

Number of discharges

in thousands Percent distribution

United States

15 years and over- 28,191 {121,503 | 3,092 | 3,597 100.0 “ 100,0 | 100.0 100.0

l

15-44 years==-wewame- 13,482 || 9,727} 1,977 1 1,778 47.8 {4745.2 63.7 49,4

45-64 years—=—~=wem=- 7,772 }f 6,160 664 949 27.6 28,7 | 21.5 26.4

65 years and over---- 6,937 || 5,616 451 870 24,6 26.1 | 14.6 24,2
Northeast

15 years and over- 6,370 || 5,323 646 401 100.0 } 100.0 | 100.0 100.0

15-44 yearg==-mee=e~= 2,960} 2,319 424 217 46.5 43,6 | 65.6 54.1
45-64 years~=—=ee~—u- 1,828 || 1,569 150 109 28.7 29.5 ] 23.2 27.2
65 years and over=-~-~- 1,582 || 1,435 72 75 24.8 27.0 | 11,1 18.7

North Central
15 years and over- 8,657 || 6,088 648 | 1,921 100.0 || 100.0 | 100.0 100.0

15-44 yearg====am=w=- 4,109 |t 2,716 440 954 47 .4 44.6 | 67.9 49,7

45-64 yearg=emw==m=- - 2,438 || 1,792 140 506 28.1 29.4 | 21.6 26.3

65 years and over---- 2,110 |} 1,580 69 461 24.4 25.6 | 10.6 24,0
South

15 years and over- 8,698 || 6,751 | 1,400 547 100.0 || 100.0 |100.0 100.0

15-44 yeafs ---------- 4,243 || 3,130 877 236 48.8 46.4 | 62.6 43,1
45-64 yearge=w=-=ma=- 2,250 {{ 1,846 277 127 25.9 27.3 | 19.8 23.2
65 years and over==-- 2,206 || 1,775 247 184 25,3 26.3 | 17.7 33,6
West

15 years and over- 4,463 || 3,340 397 727 100.0 || 100.0 |100.0 100.0
15=44 yearg=wemmene==- 2,168 || 1,561 236 371 48.6 46.7 | 60.0 51,0
45-64 yearg=s-e====n-= 1,256 953 97 207 28.1 28.5 | 24.5 28.5
65 years and over---- 1,039 826 64 149 23,3 24,7 | 16.1 20.5




Table D. Average length of stay for patients 15 years of age and over discharged from
short-stay hospitals, by geographic region, age, and color: United States, 1973

. I
Geographic region and age Total || White oﬁﬁér Co;g:tggt
United States Average length of stay in days
15 years and OVer=c-=e-mveccoccmmonnencaaanaaa-" 8.2 8.3 8.3 7.7
15-44 yearse=-escccccacananmcnacccccmcr et e c e caaa 5.7 5.6 6.2 5.6
45-64 years---mmm-memmcccmmmcmmccmmccemc e ccam———— 9.1 9.0 11l.1 8.4
65 years and OVer--ec--mmmmccsmcccmaccccccnamcronaaaan- 12.1 12.1| 13.4 11..3
Northeast
15 years and OVer---=ceecccmccmmccmmcmc e 9.5 9.5| 10.3 8.4
15-44 years—-e-m=—crmoccmc e cc e ccm e - 6.3 6.0 8.0 5.9
45-64 yearSe=-mmemmmcmamcmccmmcema e c—— e — e c e ————— 10.7 10.5 13.1 9.8
65 years and OvVer-=eececrmcmmccmccccncccnmmrrone————- 14.3 4.1} 18.4 13.6
North Central
15 years and OVer-=e-===ce-ccoccmccmocecocanaa— 8.6 8.7 8.5 7.9
15-44 yearse--mem—mccmmcmamc e cc e e cremr e ———— 6.0 6.1 6. 5.8
45-64 yearse-mecmemcmemccmnc e ccc e c e c e — e ——— 9.4 9.4 12.4 8.6
65 years and OVer---mewcmcecccacanecccnrccrrc e ———— 12.4 12.6 | 1l4.4 11.7
South
15 years and overe=-eemmeecccccmcccccmcncn———— 7.7 7.6 7.8 8.4
15-44 yeargme--wm—mmecceccmmccce e dmcc ;e e ;e —an— 5.4 5.3 5.7 6.6
45-64 years~=--me-mmeccecccaanceccccmccerceec e e ———— 8.5 8.21 10.5 8.8
65 years and OVer=-wermececmccmacccmccaccmce—c e c———— 11.1 11.0{ 12.3 10.4
West
15 years and OVere-=-e-cmemccmcccacacocaaaaaa- 6.7 6.9 6.5 6.2
15~44 yearse=--mermeecccccmecccecccmecaecmce e nm———— 4.7 4.8 4.8 4.3
45-64 yeargem=-cecmme-mmccmcacmcmccccsmce st c e ———- 7.3 7.3 7.8 7.0
65 years and OVer--ecemececmccccarcmccccccmcnemann——— 10.3 10.3] 10.9 10.1
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Figure 6. Patients aged 45 years and over as a percent of total
discharges from short-stay hospitals, excluding deliveries, by
geographic region and color: United States, 1973.

The average length of stay for all others
varied considerably for the group 65 years and
over among regions, with 10.9 days of care in
the West and 18,4 in the Northeast (table D),

CONCLUSION

Analysis of estimates for 1973 on the utili-
zation of short-stay hospitals in the United States
in terms of age, sex, color, hospital size and
ownership, and region, based on the Hospital
Discharge Survey, can be summarized as follows:

1. Patients under 15 years of age had the
lowest rates of discharges and days of
care per 1,000 population and the short-
est average length of stay of any age
group, Rates of discharges and days of
care and average length of stay increased
with age.

2. Female patients overall had higher dis-
charge and days of care rates than did
male patients, but male rates were high-

er than those of females for age groups
under 15 and 65 years or over. Aver-
age length of stay was generally longer
for males, but it was longer for female
patients aged 65 years and over,

3. White patients were generally older than
patients in the all other category, had a
greater proportion of female patients,
excluding deliveries, and had a shorter
average length of stay for each age and
sex group.

4. Small hospitals tended to have a greater
proportion of their patients in the oldest
age group, and large hospitals had pro-
portionately more of their patients in the
15-64 age group. Average length of stay
was shortest in the smallest hospitals
and increased steadily with hospital size,

5. Voluntary nonprofit hospitals cared for
almost three-quarters of all patients
discharged and reported female dis-
charges 51 percent greater than male,
Voluntary nonprofit hospitals had the
longest average length of stay and pro-
prietary hospitals the shortest.

6., The North Central Region had the high-
est rate of discharges and days of care
per 1,000 population, and the West Region
had the lowest rates, Average length of
stay was also lowest in the West Region.

7. In general, patients under 15 yearsof
age admitted to hospitals with less than
100 beds in the West Region had the
shortest hospital episodes, whereas fe-
male patients 65 years and over admitted
to hospitals with 500 beds or more lo-
cated in the Northeast Region had the
longest average length of stay.

A more complete analysis of the interre-
lationships among these variables and their
effects on reported estimates is not possible
due to the sampling errors inherent in the sta-
tistical design.

000 —
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TABLE 1.

NUMBER AND PEPCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED
COLOR AND AGE OF PATIENT, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITED STATES,

1973

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY

FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE
INCLUD- EXCLUD- INCLUD- EXCLUD-

COLTIR AND AGE 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING

SEXES DELIV= DELIV- SEXES DELIV- DELIV-

ERIES ERIES ERIES ERIES

NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
TOTAL IN THOUSANDS
ALL AGESececas 32,125 12,835 19,266 16,173 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeaae 34933 24231 1,700 1,685 12.2 17.4 8.8 10.4
15~44 YEARSecesoans 13,482 3,873 9,598 64524 42.0 30.2 49.8 40.3
45-64 YEARSecsosone T+772 3,637 44131 4,126 2442 2843 2l.4 25.5
65 YEARS AND OVERa. 649937 3,094 3,837 3,837 21.6 24.1 19.9 23,7
HWHITE
ALL AGESevease 244402 9+899 144497 12,350 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeoue 2,898 1,638 1.259 1,255 11.9 16.5 8.7 10.2
15-44 YEARSceenaese 94727 21864 64862 44723 39.9 28.9 4743 38.2
45~64 YEARSeaeesess 64160 24898 3,.261 3,257 2542 29.3 2245 26e4
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 54616 21499 3,116 3,116 23.0 25.2 21.5 25.2
ALL QTHER
ALL AGESecccee 3,619 1,316 24301 1,766 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSasecos 527 305 222 214 1446 23.2 9.7 12.1
15-44 YEARSseesnceee 1,977 505 1,471 945 5446 38.4 63.9 53.5
4564 YEARSeeeseoee 664 296 367 366 18.3 22.5 16.0 20.7
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 451 210 241 241 12.5 16.0 10.5 13.6
COLOR NOT STATED

ALL AGESevesss 44105 1,619 24467 2,056 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeeee 508 288 218 217 12.4 17.8 8.8 10.5
15~44 YEARSceasseee 1,778 504 14265 855 4343 31l.1 51.3 4le6
45-64 YEARSaensesas 949 443 503 503 23.1 27.3 20.4 2445
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 870 385 481 481 2142 23.8 19.5 234

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 2.

GEOGRAPHIC

REGION AND AGE,

NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION CF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM
ACCORDING TO SEX:

UNITED

STATES,

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

SHORT-STAY HNSPITALS BY
1973

FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE
INCLUD- EXCLUD- INCLUD~ EXCLUD-
REGION AND AGE 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING
SEXES DELIV- DELIV- SEXES DELIV~- DELIV-
ERIES ERIES ERIES ERIES
NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
UNITED STATES IN THOUSANDS
ALL AGESeceses 32,125 12,835 19,266 164173 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeceee 34933 24231 1,700 1,685 12.2 17.4 8.8 10.4
15~44 YEARSeoveoses 13,482 34873 9,598 64524 42.0 30.2 49.8 4063
45-64 YEARSeveeooos 4772 31637 44131 4,126 2442 28.3 21l.4 2545
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 6,937 3,094 3,837 3,837 21.6 2441 19.9 23.7
NORTHEAST
ALL AGESceecs e 7,208 24883 44321 3,622 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeeee 837 473 364 361 11.6 16.4 8e4 10.0
15-44 YEARSeeccecsse 24961 823 24135 1,439 4la.1 2846 49.4 39.7
45-6%4 YEARSeeeoveee 1,828 878 949 948 254 30.5 22.0 2642
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 1,582 708 873 873 220 2446 20.2 2441
NDRTH CENTRAL
ALL AGESececsee 99975 %4019 59947 54068 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARS.ecae 1,318 735 581 578 13.2 18.3 9.8 11.4
15-44 YEARSeeeaonse 4+110 14224 2,881 2,007 4le2 30e5 4844 39.6
45-64 YEARSeceoeoce 24438 1,139 14297 1,296 2444 28.3 21.8 25.6
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 24110 921 1,187 1,187 21l.2 22.9 20.0 2344
SOUTH
ALL AGESeceese 9,905 34870 64027 44993 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeesee 1,206 689 516 509 12.2 17.8 8.6 10.2
15-44 YEARSececcs oo 44243 1,169 3,071 24044 4248 30.2 50.9 4049
45~64 YEARSeooecose 24250 1,032 1217 1,215 227 267 20.2 2443
65 YEARS AND OVER «e 24206 979 1+224 1,224 22.3 25.3 20.3 2445
WEST
ALL AGESeececss 5,036 2 1064 24970 24490 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeseess 573 333 239 238 11l.4 16.2 8.0 95
15-44 YEARSeeesoces 2+168 657 1,511 1,033 43.1 31l.8 50.9 41.5
45-64 YEARSeeeoenee 1,256 588 668 667 249 2845 22.5 26.8
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 1,039 486 552 552 20.6 2345 18.6 22.2

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 3.

(DI SCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS.

NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM

BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL AND AGE OF PATIENT, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITED STATES,

1973

EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY

¢ FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE
INCLUD- EXCLUD- INCLUD— EXCLUD—
BED SIZE 0OF 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING
HOSP ITAL AND AGE SEXES DELIV- DELTIV- SEXES DELIV- DELIV~
ERIES ERIES ERIES ERIES
NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
ALL STIZES IN THOUSANDS
ALL AGESeeoeas 32,125 12,835 19,266 16,173 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeease 3,933 24231 1,700 1,685 12.2 17.4 8.8 10.4
1544 YEARSeeaesces 13,482 3,873 9,598 64524 4240 30.2 49.8 40.3
45—64 YEARSeeecases 1,772 34637 44131 449126 2442 28.3 21.4 2545
&5 YEARS AND OVER .. 6,937 3,094 3,837 3,837 21.6 24.1 19.9 23.7
6-99 BEDS
ALL AGESeeeees 6,604 24687 3,912 3,399 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeaees ' 793 450 342 340 12.0 16.7 8.8 10.0
15-44 YEARSeeceacses 2,518 777 1,739 1,228 38.1 28.9 444 36.1
45~64 YEARSesaeeases 1,535 688 846 845 23.2 25.6 21.6 24.9
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 1,759 772 985 985 26.6 28.7 25.2 29.0
100-199 BEDS
ALL AGESeecees 54485 24077 31404 2,812 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeee. 688 391 296 293 12.5 18.8 8.7 10.4
15-44 YEARSesessces 24363 596 1:765 1177 43 .1 28.7 51.8 41.8
45-64 YEARSeceoos oe 1,215 548 666 666 22.1 26.4 19.6 23.7
65 YEARS AND OVER .. 1,220 542 677 677 22.2 26.1 19.9 2441
200-299 BEDS
ALL AGESeseess 5,625 24254 3,365 2,813 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeeee 147 424 323 320 13.3 18.8 9.6 li.4
15~44 YEARSaeaeseee 24370 687 1,680 1,131 4201 30.5 49.9 40.2
45-64 YEARSeeevecon 1,317 613 703 702 23.4 27.2 20.9 25.0
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 1,191 531 660 660 21l.2 23.5 19.6 23.5
200-4SS BEDS
ALL AGESe<eceae 8,228 34293 44930 44138 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDEFR 15 YEARS«.sae 999 565 433 431 12.1 17.2 8.8 10.4
15~44 YEARSeeeeoeas 34449 994 24452 1,663 41 .9 30.2 49.7 40.2
45-64 YEARSecescons 2,104 1,004 1,100 1,099 25.6 30.5 22.3 2646
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 1,676 730 945 945 20 .4 22.2 19.2 22.8
500 BEDS OR MORE
ALL AGESeeeese 6,183 24523 34655 3,011 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeeew 707 401 305 300 1l.4 15.9 8.4 10.0
15-44 YEARScaeaceen 2,783 818 1,963 1,325 45.0 32.4 537 4440
45-64 YEARSeeecacoe 1,602 785 816 815 25.9 31.1 22.3 27.1
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 1,091 519 571 571 17.6 20.6 15.6 19.0

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FNR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.



TABLE 4.

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBDRN INFANTS)

NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY

TYPE OF OWNERSHIP OF HOSPITAL AND AGE OF PATIENT, ACCORDING TDO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1973

FEMALE FEMALE FEMALF FEMALE
INCLUD- EXCLUD- INCLUD~ | EXCLUD~
TYPE OF OWNERSHIP 1/ BQTH MALE ING ING 1/ BCTH MALE ING ING
AND AGE SEXES DELIV- DEL IV~ SEXES DELIV~- DELI V-~
ERIES ERIES ERIES ERIES
NUMBER OF DISCHARGED PATIENTS PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
ALL TYPES IN THOUSANDS
AlLL AGESeecescas 32,125 12,835 19,266 16,173 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeewnes 3,933 24231 1,700 1,685 12.2 17.4 8.8 10.4
15~44 YEARSeecacvnce 13,482 34873 94598 64524 42.0 30.2 49.8 40.3
45-64 YEARSeeeeesoae T+772 34637 44131 44126 24.2 28.3 2l.4 25.5
65 YEARS AND OVER«e. 649937 3,094 3,837 34837 21.6 24,1 19.9 23.7
VOLUNTARY NONPROFIT
ALL AGESececavas 234235 9,233 13,985 11,735 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeceeaoss 24844 1,603 1,239 1,230 12.2 17.4 8.9 10.5
15-44 YEARSeececeovee 9:548 24662 6,877 44639 4la.1 28.8 4942 39.5
45-64 YEARSeeeeacsee 5,730 24681 34046 3,043 2447 29.0 2148 25.9
65 YEARS AND OVER.e. Ssll4 24286 24823 24823 22.0 24.8 20.2 2401
GOVERNMENT
ALL AGESesvecsce 642633 24705 34923 3,191 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSevecese 814 470 344 338 12.3 17.4 8.8 10.6
15-44 YEARSeecevcsce 29993 917 24073 14348 45.1 33.9 528 4243
45—64 YEARSeecccccsoe 14476 699 176 1774 2243 25.8 19.8 2443
65 YEARS AND OVERe«w. 1,350 619 730 730 20.4 22.9 18.6 22.9
PROPRIETARY

ALL AGESseecsee 24256 898 1,358 1,247 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeeseeo 275 158 117 117 12.2 17.6 8e6 9.4
15-44 YEARSecsccsces 941 294 647 536 41.7 32.7 476 4340
45-64 YEARSeeoccecasn 566 257 309 309 25.1 28.6 22.8 24.8
65 YEARS AND OVER... 474 189 284 284 21.0 21.1 20.9 22.8

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 5. NUMBER COF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT=-STAY HOSPITALS AND DAYS OF CARE,

GEOGRAPHIC REGIONs AND BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL: UNITED STATES, 1973

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

BY SEXs AGE,

BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL

SEX, AGE, AND REGION 500 500
ALL 6-99 100~ BEDS ALL 6-99 100~ BEDS
SIZES BEDS 499 OR SIZES BEDS 499 OR
BEDS MORE BEDS MORE
NUMBER CF PATIENTS DISCHARGED NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE
1/ BOTH SEXES IN THOUSANDS IN THOUSANDS
UNITED STATESeeeccecuees | 324125 64604 | 19,4338 64183 ] 249,389 424534 11524151 544704
UNDER 15 YEARSeeccoeoscevcscces 3,933 793 21434 707 17,884 24909 | 104614 44362
1544 YEARSeescenvecoenscsses | 13,482 24518 8,181 24783 T64732 11, 044 | 464964 18,724
45-64 YEARSeeossccsncscsonces T4772 1,535 44636 1,602 70,828 10,527 | 434343 16,958
65 YEARS AND OVERseceavcasces 64937 1,759 4,087 1,091 83,944 18,054 | 51,229 144661
NORTHEASTeeecevsevesacss 7,208 671 54206 1,331 65,047 59153 | 464450 13,444
UNDER 15 YEARSceeeencecaccane 837 68 624 145 44263 286 24983 994
15~44 YEARSevesscasccscosccss 2,961 252 24110 599 18,603 1,179 | 13,042 4,382
45~64 YEARSessavee 1,828 173 1,309 346 19,579 1,397 | 14,060 44122
65 YEARS AND OVER:esccccocose 1,582 178 1,164 241 224602 24291 ] 1643¢€6 31945
NORTH CENTRALecessccnces 9,975 1,448 64269 24258 79,985 10,4080 | 494846 20,060
UNDER 15 YEARSeeseavesaacsses 1,318 172 867 279 54 959 614 3,735 14610
15~44 YEARSeeesesssscenscacna 44110 503 24637 970 244850 29437 | 15,805 64608
45-64 YEARSeeeesecssevccccacce 2,438 347 1,467 624 224948 29534 ( 13,830 64584
65 YEARS AND OVER ececvececcnase 24110 426 1,298 386 264228 49495 | 164476 54257
SOUTHeeeeavecccccnacnnas 9,905 3,091 44822 1,992 72,185 20,109 | 35,169 16,907
UNDER 15 YEARSeeceocccncsncas 1,206 374 595 237 54556 1,550 21474 1,533
15~44 YEARSeaeescecaccacscnne 44243 1,152 2,161 931 23,086 5,068} 11,828 64189
45-64 YEARSeeaeencacscsoscanns 24250 689 1,094 467 19,102 49734 91462 44906
65 YEARS AND OVERceacccscssss 24206 877 972 357 244441 8,757 | 11,405 449279
WESTeeacecavenconconsnns 54036 14394 3,040 602 32,171 7,192 | 20,686 44293
UNDER 15 YEARSeessccscccaccae 573 179 348 46 24106 459 14423 228
15~44 YEARSaedeessacsncnscons 24168 610 1,274 284 10,193 29359 64289 1,545
45~64 YEARSceeessocsscccsccse 1,256 327 765 165 9,200 1,862 5+992 14345
65 YEARS AND OVERwacevesccacs 1,039 278 653 107 10,672 25511 64982 1,179
MALE
UNITED STATESececcsasvess | 12,835 24687 74625 2,523 | 105,911 174428 | 63,819 244665
UNDER 15 YEARSeewcocvasaccace 24231 450 1,380 401 10,006 1,561 64064 24380
1544 YEARSeevesscescaccnssae 3,873 77 24278 818 2649337 3,700 ] 15,603 7:034
45-64 YEARSeeeeccscsvccccnnasce 34637 688 24165 785 33,761 49718 | 20,4541 8,502
65 YEARS AND OVERccevasacecan 3,094 172 1,803 519 35, 807 71449 | 21,610 64749
NORTHEASTeaceeacaccnscas 2,883 298 24053 532 28,027 29145| 19,808 64074
UNDER 15 YEARSeseecacccsnacsce 473 38 355 81 21434 143 1,783 508
15-44 YEARSaeceseoa eeses 823 88 564 171 641458 451 4,300 1,707
45-64 YEARSeecesesaae cscse 878 97 623 158 94639 777 64877 1,986
65 YEARS AND OVERwacoccescace 708 75 511 123 99495 174 64849 1,873

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 5. NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FRCM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS AND DAYS OF CARE,
GEOGRAPHIC REGION,

AND BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL: UNITED STATES, 1973--CON.

(DISCHARGES FRGM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

BY SEXs AGE,

BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL

SEXy AGEs AND REGION 500 500
ALL 6-99 100- BEDS ALL 6-99 100- BEDS
SIZES BEDS 499 OR SIZES BEDS 499 CR
BEDS MORE BEDS MORE
NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE
MALE--CON. IN THOUSANDS IN THOUSANDS
NORTH CENTRAL.ceaccccoca 44019 586 24480 953 334673 49119 [ 204360 9+ 194
UNDER 15 YEARSecavececsccocse 735 94 483 158 3,389 342 24122 926
1544 YEARScscascccscsncscscconses 1,224 157 73 294 84520 825 54232 24463
45-64 YEARSeescsoscosccvcscace 1,139 150 667 322 10,881 1,113 64338 3,431
65 YEARS AND OVERevsccvceccce 921 185 557 179 10,883 1,839 61668 24375
SOUTHeeee escaanccccnacsee 3,870 1,243 1,846 782 30,153 8,194 | 14,578 7,382
UNDER 15 YEARSeceeccavevcccccs 689 213 340 136 3,080 819 1,455 806
1544 YEARSeesvececccscccccss 1,169 345 562 262 7,667 1,628 3,773 24266
45-64 YEARSewecenocevaccccsnes 1,032 302 509 221 8,750 2,039 44339 24372
65 YEARS AND OVEReevecccaccee 979 383 434 163 10,656 34707 5,011 1,939
WESTeeevscseocacnnsscaces 21064 561 1,247 256 14,058 2,971 9,073 2,015
UNDER 15 YEARSececcescnccscen 333 105 | + 202 27 1,102 257 704 141
15~44 YEARSeeesovcncsacancsas 657 187 379 91 3,692 796 24298 598
45—-64 YEARSececeoecccccnccanse 588 139 365 84 449491 789 2,988 714
65 YEARS AND OVER cevecenccsnse 486 131 301 54 49773 1,129 3,082 563
FEMALE INCLUDING DELIVERIES
UNITED STATES<secccccnes| 19,266 3,912 {11,699 3,655} 143,271 25053 | 88,4222 294996
UNDER 15 YEARSeccescsccccccee 1,700 342 1,052 305 74861 1,346 44535 1,981
15-44 YEARSeesecscocecnsscces 94598 1,739 5896 1,963 504324 7,335 | 31,316 11,672
45-64 YEARSeeescecccccsscovas 44131 846 241469 816 37,025 59805 | 22,780 8,440
65 YEARS AND OVEReseescaccses 3,837 985 24282 571 484061 10,567 | 29,591 7,903
NURTHEAST............... 44321 374 3,150 798 364979 3,008 | 264614 74357
UNDER 15 YEARSeceecccccaccnas 364 31 269 65 1,827 143 1,198 486
15~44 YEARSwecosccccansncccne 24135 164 14544 427 12,129 127 8,733 21669
45-64 YEARSeevesavscsccccccns 949 76 685 188 99927 620 7,178 2+129
65 YEARS AND OVERececocacocne 873 103 652 118 13,095 1,517 94505 24073
NORTH CENTRALesscevcacce 51947 861 3,+783 1,302 464226 59953 | 294430 10,843
UNDER 15 YEARSeeccecnccsaccss 581 78 383 120 24557 272 1,601 684
15-44 YEARSececcoccccosccvccnss 2,881 346 1,861 675 164291 1,608 | 104548 44136
4564 YEARSecescosccecsccscns 1,297 196 799 301 12,048 1,420 7,483 39145
65 YEARS AND OVER cccccccccces 1,187 241 740 206 15,329 24653 9,798 2,878
SOUTHe e eecaccccccncsacne 69027 1,845 21972 1y 210 41,990 11,903 [ 20,568 94519
UNDER 15 YEARSecceovacacscccns 516 160 254 101 24473 729 1,017 727
1544 YEARScecccvcsceascscccace 34071 806 14597 668 15,406 34438 84046 3,921
45-64 YEARSeeesnccscssacsascee 1,217 386 584 246 104341 24691 5,115 24534
65 YEARS AND OVERcecvecescnca 14224 494 537 194 13,771 Sy 046 69389 24336



TABLE 5. NUMBER CF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FRCM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS AND DAYS OF CARE, BY

GEOGRAPHIC REGION,

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS.

AND BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL:

UNITED STATES,

1973--CON.

EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

SEX

s+ AGE,

BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL

SEXy AGEy AND REGION 500 500

ALL 6~99 100~ BEDS ALL 6-99 100~ BEDS

SIZES BEDS 499 OR SIZES BEDS 499 OR

BEDS MORE BEDS MORE

FEMALE INCLUDING NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE
DEL TVERIES—CCN. IN THOUSANDS IN THOUSANDS
WESTesececsccsccncecacnne 24970 832 1,793 345 18,076 49188 | 114610 24278
UNDER 15 YEARSesewecceccceacee 239 4 146 19 1,003 201 718 84
15-44 YEARSecececacssccccccnce 1,511 423 895 192 64498 1,562 3,989 946
45-64 YEARSeeeseccccncccnccan 668 188 400 80 4,709 1,073 3,004 631
65 YEARS AND OVEReeecoscncsas 552 147 352 53 51866 1,351 3,899 616
FEMALE EXCLUDING DELIVERIES

UNTITED STATESeescesceeces | 164173 3,399 9,763 3,011 | 130,869 234368 | 80,271 279230
UNDER 15 YEARSeeececeecccccan 1,685 340 1,045 300 7,811 1,340 44510 1,961
15-44 YEARSceeccecocccavecoce 64524 1,228 3,971 1,325 37,989 5,659 | 23,398 8,932
45—64 YEARSeceveocsccccccccce 44126 845 21466 815 37,007 59802 | 224771 8+434
65 YEARS AND OVEReccccecencse 3,837 985 24282 571 48,061 10,567 | 29,591 74903
NORTHEASTeecaecasccccese 3,622 322 24620 680 33,718 2,805 | 24,149 64764
UNDER 15 YEARSececosesncnccccs 361 31 267 63 1,816 143 1,193 480
15-44 YEARSeecceececcecccccae 1,439 112 1,016 311 8,886 524 64278 2,084
45-64 YEARSceaeccccsecccssccce 948 76 684 188 9,920 620 74173 24128
65 YEARS AND OVERceevencacacs 873 103 652 118 13,095 1,517 9+505 24073
NORTH CENTRALcceeccscaes 5,068 764 3,221 1,084 424273 59561 | 264860 9,852
UNDER 15 YEARSeeecescescanaae 578 78 381 119 24546 271 1459 681
15-44 YEARSceeesececvensccsnce 24007 248 1,301 458 12,355 1,217 7,987 3,152
45-64 YEARScecsecccccccncanne 1,296 196 799 301 124042 1,419 7.481 3s142
65 YEARS AND OVEReeeecceccces 1,187 241 740 206 15,329 24653 9,798 2,878
SOUTHe veecccceccacsscces 44993 1,608 21419 965 384335 11,199} 18,592 81544
UNDER 15 YEARScesacecscscccne 509 159 251 99 24451 726 1,008 717
15-44 YEARSceeceossscccncsonas 24044 571 1,047 427 11,777 2,739 64081 29957
45-64 YEARSeesaeee enceas 1,215 386 584 246 10,337 29689 5¢114 24534
65 YEARS AND OVEReeeseesacsse 1,224 494 537 194 13,771 5,046 64389 24336
WESTeecensccccsnaccnncas 2+490 705 14503 282 164543 3,803 10,670 2,070
UNDER 15 YEARS4ecevccsccvccce 238 73 145 19 999 200 716 84
15~44 YEARSeacesessnsescsccee 1,033 297 606 130 44971 1,179 34052 739
45-64 YEARSeeeesocccccscccnne 667 187 400 80 4y 707 1,073 34003 631
65 YEARS AND OVEReecceccecscses 552 147 352 53 5,866 1,351 3,899 616
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TABLE 6.

TALS BY SEX AND AGE: UNITED STATES, 1973

NUMBERy PERCENT DISTRIBUTION, AND RATE OF DAYS OF CARE,
BEDS OCCUPIED DAILY, AND AVERAGE LENGTH QOF STAY

AVERAGE NUMBER

OF HOSPITAL

FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPI-

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

DAYS OF CARE

1/ NUMBER OF

SEX AND AGE HOSPITAL BEDS AVERAGE
NUMBER RATE PER OCCUPIED LENGTH OF
IN PERCENT 1,000 DAILY STAY IN DAYS
THOUSANDS DISTRIBUTION POPULATION

2/ BOTH SEXES

ALL AGESecscscccess 249,389 100.0 1,211.6 331.9 7.8
UNDER 1 YEARececoveccsse 3,708 1.5 1,205.2 330.2 6e4
1-4 YEARSceacsccscccccee 5,266 2.1 386.5 105.9 4e3
5=14 YEARScececsesccnccee 84910 3.6 2293 62.8 4e2
15-24 YEARSeecosoceccnnse 25,504 10.2 684.8 187.6 4.8
25-34 YEARSeeecconnccsce 254994 10.4 936.0 256.4 545
3544 YEARSeesvecoccease 254234 10.1 1+130.2 309. 6 7.3
45-54 YEARSceeovescosvsens 334408 13.4 1,417.0 38842 8.4
55«64 YEARSeceeaces . 37+420 15.0 1,962.8 537.7 9.8
6574 YEARSeeesecccncacs 424357 17.0 3428645 900.4 11.4
75 YEARS AND OVERweccoses 41,587 16.7 5:616.1 1,538.7 13.0

MALE

ALL AGESecencccaces 105,911 100.0 1,066.5 292.2 8.3
UNDER 1 YEAReeceacesceas 2,089 2.0 1,328.3 363.9 6.2
1-4 YEARSceseecsacccacss 2,902 2.7 41745 114.4 4al
514 YEARSceceoceaccoscss 5,014 47 253.4 69.4 42
1524 YEARSeeecccoccocsss 8,471 8.0 467.6 128.1 6.0
25~34 YEARSeeccececcesna 714992 Te5 596.0 163.3 6.6
35-44 YEARSececeocsccase 9,875 9.3 920.6 252.2 7.9
45-54 YEARSeeessccsccensn 14,949 l4.1 1,319.4 361.5 8.7
55-64 YEARSeeeccscvcccses 18,812 17.8 2:094.9 573.9 9.8
65-T4 YEARSceocesvcccascs 19,735 18.6 3, 524.7 965.7 11.0
75 YEARS AND OVEReeesesee 16,073 15.2 55675.3 1, 554.9 12.4

FEMALE

ALL AGESececcccasse 143,271 100.0 1,344.9 368.5 Tet
UNDER 1 YEAR<avscoaoscns 1,616 l.1 1,074.4 294.4 6.7
1-4 YEARSecceoceccccccee 24358 1.6 353.3 96.8 46
5~14 YEARSceessosvscosase 3,887 2.7 203.8 55.8 4q1
15-24 YEARSeeecosvocscecs 17,010 11.9 889.3 243.6 403
25~34%4 YEARSeeeoeccescens 17,997 12.6 14253.3 343.4 Sel
35-44 YEARSeececovaccses 15,317 10.7 1,320.3 361.7 7.0
45-54 YEARSceeosvaccncee 18,448 12.9 1,506.3 412.7 8.3
55«64 YEARSeeevssevccnsce 18,577 13.0 1,842.0 504.7 9.8
65=T4 YEARSeeeocees 224578 15.8 3,097.6 848.7 11.7
75 YEARS AND OVERcececcaee 254483 17.8 54 572.5 1, 526.7 13.4

1/ EXPRESSED AS DAILY NUMBER OF BEDS OCCUPIED PER 100,000 CIVILIAN, NONINSTITUTIONALIZED POPU-

LATION.

2/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH
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TABLE 7. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED

AGE AND LENGYH OF STAY, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1973

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY

FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE
INCLUD—| EXCLUD- INCLUD- | EXCLUD~
AGE AND LENGTH 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING
OF STAY SEXES DEL IV~ DELIV- SEXES DELIV~ DELIV-
ERIES ERIES ERIES ERIES
NUMBER OF DISCHARGED PATIENTS PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
ALL AGES IN THOUSANDS
ALL STAYSeeesoces 324125 12,835 19,266 16,173 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
LESS THAN 1 DAYeeeoooe 834 319 514 508 246 2.5 2.7 3.1
1l DAYececcoasacancnense 24428 1,066 1,359 1,275 T.6 8.3 7.1 7.9
2 DAYSecceccccccccccas 44713 1,821 24889 2+ 450 14,7 14.2 15.0 15.2
3 DAYSeesacsnccccscsces 3,990 1,335 24653 1,666 12.4 10.4 13.8 10.3
4 DAYSeececsccsccccacne 3,398 1,213 2,184 1,364 10.6 9.4 11.3 8.4
5~6 DAYSeovocecnscnvsee 44672 1,883 2+784 24259 14.5 1447 14.5 14.0
7-8 DAYSeceecccocscasne 3,316 1,330 1,985 1,825 10.3 10.4 10.3 11.3
9-10 DAYSeeesanenscccs 24210 905 1,303 1,264 6.9 7.0 6.8 T.8
11-20 DAYSecceccecsses 44456 2,003 2+449 24424 13.9 15.6 12.7 15.0
2130 DAYSeeeeccccecee 1,227 566 660 657 3.8 4ol 3.4 4el
31 DAYS OR MOREecacees 881 395 484 480 2.7 3.1 2.5 3.0
UNDER 15 YEARS
ALL STAYSecewoseeo 3,933 24231 1,700 1,685 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
LESS THAN 1 DAYeeecaee 152 90 63 63 3.9 4.0 3.7 3.7
1 DAYeevccncncccnccnsn 655 394 301 300 17.7 17.7 17.7 17.8
2 DAYSeseccascescceces 1,104 601 503 500 28.1 26.9 29.6 29.7
3 DAYSeececsvcsscccase 504 296 208 202 12.8 13.3 12.2 12.0
4 DAYSeeevaccccscnscns 364 213 150 147 9.2 9.5 8.9 8.7
5=6 DAYSeeeseccescacee 474 274 199 197 12.0 12.3 11.7 11.7
T—8 DAYSeecesescecasaee 229 133 97 97 5.8 5.9 5.7 5.7
9=10 DAYSecocacescense 125 69 56 56 3.2 3.1 3.3 3.3
11-20 DAYSeeeccecasnsee 196 110 86 86 5.0 5.0 Sel 5.1
21-30 DAYSeccevccacnce 48 28 20 20 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2
31 DAYS OR MOREeeesces 42 24 19 19 1.1 l.1 l.1 l.1
15-44% YEARS
ALL STAYSeeeeosee 13,482 3,873 94598 64524 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
LESS THAN 1 DAYeaeocoe 435 111 325 318 3.2 2.9 3.4 49
1l DAYceeoeesccccaccnse 1,168 377 789 706 8.7 9.7 8.2 10.8
2 DAYSeeecenoscnancass 24355 640 1,713 1,277 17.5 16.5 17.8 19.6
3 DAYSeecescascsccscsee 24290 492 1,797 815 17.0 12.7 18.7 12.5
" DAYS....O........Q.- 1'864 443 1'421 605 13.8 11.4 14.8 9.3
56 DAYSeeeeececacoans 2,085 630 1,453 930 15.5 16.3 15.1 14.3
T—8 DAYSeeeoccccccccss 14242 380 861 701 9.2 9.8 9.0 10.7
9—~10 DAYSeceeccacnacas 661 215 445 406 4.9 5.6 4e6 6.2
11-20 DAYSesaccccscnce 994 401 592 567 T4 10.4 6.2 8.7
21-30 DAYSeceaccacacae 211 99 112 109 1.6 2.6 1.2 1.7
31 DAYS OR MOREeessecee 177 85 91 87 1.3 2.2 0.9 1.3

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE

Te

AGE AND LENGTH OF STAY,

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT—STAY HOSPITALS.

UNITED STATES,

1973--CIN.

EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY
ACCORDING TO SEX:

FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE
INCLUD—| EXCLUD- INCLUD- | EXCLUD-
AGE AND LENGTH 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING
OF STAY SEXES DELIV- DELIV- SEXES DELIV- DELIV-
ERIES ERIES ERIES ERIES
NUMBER OF DISCHARGED PATIENTS PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
45-64 YEARS IN THOUSANDS
ALL STAYSeecooeces 74772 34637 44131 44126 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
LESS THAN 1 DAYaeeeooee 154 70 84 84 2.0 1.9 2.0 2.0
1 DAYeeocoosnconsccacasn 357 188 169 168 4.6 5.2 4.1 4el
2 DAYSeeeccecscscnsnnes 849 383 465 465 10.9 10.5 11.3 11.3
3 DAYSecescccccscncccne 733 334 399 399 94 9.2 9a7 9.7
4 DAYSeeeevncncacccees 676 324 351 350 8.7 8.9 8.5 8.5
56 DAYSeeccossccccscasns 1,180 565 614 614 15.2 15.5 14.9 14.9
T7—8 DAYSeeceancsssccecone 976 431 544 544 12.6 11.9 13.2 13.2
9-10 DAYSecevccacassee 753 323 430 429 9.7 8.9 10.4 10.4
11-20 DAYSecocasecccne 1,472 709 763 763 18.9 19.5 18.5 18.5
21-30 DAYSecevencscssee 382 192 191 191 449 5.3 4.6 4e6
31 DAYS OR MOREeaceces 240 119 120 120 3.1 3.3 2.9 2.9
65 YEARS AND OVER

ALL STAYSceececas 64937 3,094 3,837 3,837 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
LESS THAN 1 DAYeeceaao 92 49 43 43 1.3 1.6 l.1 l.1
1 DAY.eecoscccccnsanas 207 106 101 101 3.0 3e4 2.6 2.6
2 DAYSeeecnccsccsccnasee 406 197 208 208 5.9 6.4 5.4 Sa&
3 DAYScecceaoncanssccee 463 213 249 249 6.7 6.9 6.5 6e5
4 DAYSeevesevsssceccne 494 233 262 262 7.1 7.5 6.8 6.8
5-6 DAYSeeeacevaccoases 933 415 518 518 13.5 13.4 13.5 13.5
T7—8 DAYSececosccscsncne 870 386 484 484 12.5 12.5 12.6 12.6
9=10 DAYSeecccevcscesee 672 298 373 373 9.7 9.6 9.7 9.7
11-20 DAYSeseeceacccce 1,793 783 1,008 1,008 25.8 25.3 2643 2643
21-30 DAYSeeeccccccnns 585 247 338 338 8.4 8.0 8.8 8.8
31 DAYS OR MOREsecwsee 422 167 254 254 6.1 S5e4 6.6 6e6

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 8. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF DAYS OF CARE FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY
HOSPITALS BY COLOR AND AGE OF PATIENTs ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1973

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

FEMALE | FEMALE FEMALE| FEMALE
INCLUD- | EXCLUD- INCLUD- | EXCLUD-
COLOR AND AGE 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING
SEXES DEL IV~ DELIV=- SEXES DELIV- DELIV-
ERIES ERIES ERIES ERIES
: NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
! TOTAL’ IN THOUSANDS
ALL AGESecceencne | 2494389 105,911 143,271 | 130,869 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeeesces | 171884 10,006 7,861 7,811 7.2 9.4 5.5 6.0
1544 YEARSceecocveavee 76,732 264337 50,324 37,989 30.8 2449 35.1 29.0
45-64 YEARSeececsscsee | 704828 33,761| 37,025| 37,007 28+4 31.9 25.8 28.3
65 YEARS AND OVER eeeee | 83,944 35,807 | 48,061 | 48,061 33.7 33.8 33.5 36.7
WHITE

ALL AGESaceecesees | 190,331 814304 | 108,968 | 1004335 100.,0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeeeenee | 12,361 74064 5,295 5,279 6.5 8.7 4.9 5.3
1544 YEARSescecceeese | 549437 18,778 | 35,644 | 27,042 28.6 23.1 32.7 27.0
45-64 YEARSeaeeeeeease | 551467 26,464 | 28,991 | 28,976 29.1 32.5 26.6 28.9
65 YEARS AND OVEReescee 68,067 284998 39,038 39,038 35.8 35.7 35.8 38.9

ALL OTHER
ALL AGESececeeses | 29,082 12,380 | 164694 | 144572 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeewsccee 3,331 1,810 1,521 1,492 11.5 14.6 9.1 10.2
15-44 YEARSeesscecease | 12,338 4,278 8,059 54969 42.4 3446 48.3 41.0
45-64 YEARSeecacasasss 7,369 3,535 3,829 3,826 25.3 28.6 22.9 2643
65 YEARS AND OVEReesae 6,043 24757 3,285 3,285 20.8 22.3 19.7 22.5
COLOR NOT STATED

ALL AGESeccaccsee 29,975 12,228 17,609 15,961 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeesoaas 2,192 1,132 1,045 1,040 7.3 9.3 5.9 6.5
1544 YEARSeececceccesee 9,957 3,282 64621 44979 33.2 26.8 37.6 31.2
45-64 YEARSceceoacosese 72992 3,762 4 4205 44204 2667 30.8 23.9 2603
65 YEARS AND OVEReevee 9,834 4,052 5,738 5,738 32.8 33.1 32.6 36.0

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.



TABLE 9. AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY CNLOR, AGE,
AND SEX: UNITED STATES, 1973

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

FEMALE FEMALE
COLOR AND AGE 1/ BOTH MALE INCLUD ING EXCLUDING
SEXES DEL IVERIES DELIVERIES

TCTAL AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY IN DAYS *

ALL AGFSececscsceccsscsovccscsccnnse T8 8.3 Te4 8.l
UNDER 15 YEARSeececeesesceccscccncsscons 445 45 4e6 4eb
1544 YEARSesecccsescsccscccaccccocccasne 5.7 6.8 5.2 5.8
4564 YEARSeeeesccsccossscsscccnscscccnsse 9.1 9.3 9.0 9.0
65 YEARS AND OVEReeeesccscccvccccccssos 12.1 11.6 12.5 12.5

WHITE
ALL AGESscecccccccccenssccassnccse Te8 8.2 7.5 8.1
UNDER 15 YEARSecececscaccscsccsccoccanas 43 443 442 4e2
15~44 YEARSessecccccenccvccscccvcccccces 5.6 . 6.6 5.2 57
45-64 YEARSeeveccscocccane 9.0 9.1 8.9 8.9
65 YEARS AND OVERcecevcvesssvescccsccne 12.1 11.6 12.5 12.5
ALL OTHER
ALL AGESeecsceccscccccrcsscscscnces 8.0 94 T.3 8.3
UNDER 15 YEARS<escessvsccccncscoccccace 6.3 5.9 6.8 7.0
15-44 YEARSccecescenececccenscascccacsesn 6.2 8e5 5.5 6.3
45-64 YEARScoeoseseccscccccsscecsssceane 11l.1 11.9 10.4 10.4
65 YEARS AND OVEReeecccecscecccccccnccsa 13.4 13.1 13.7 13.7
COLOR NOT STATED

ALL AGESeecsccccocccccvscevccccces Te3 7.6 7.1 T.8
UNDER 15 YEARSeeceaccocccscccncccccnces 4.3 3.9 4e 8 4e8
15-44 YEARSeeesccceseccocsecsensecscccnss 546 6.5 542 5.8
45-64 YEARSeeoses csoncnccnccscscconcocnae 8e4 8e5 8e4 8.4
65 YEARS AND NVER ceesvsccaccccccccccene 11.3 10.5 11.9 11.9

1/ INCLUDES DI SCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 10. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF DAYS OF CARE FMR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY

HOSPITALS BY GEOGRAPHIC REGION AND AGE,

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS.

ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1973

EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE
INCLUD- | EXCLUD- INCLUD- | EXCLUD~
REGION AND AGE 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING
SEXES DELIV- DELIV~ SEXES DELIV~ DELIV~
ERIES ERIES ERIES ERIES
NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE P PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
UNITED STATES IN THOUSANDS
ALL AGEScesceecsees | 249,389 105,911 | 143,271 | 130,869 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDEP 15 YEARSeensceee 17,884 10,006 7+861 74811 T2 9.4 5«5 6.0
15-44 YEARSceaceoseace T64732 264337 504324 37,989 30.8 249 35.1 29.0
45-64 YEARSeceassosocee 70828 33,761 374025 37,007 28.4 31.9 25.8 2843
65 YEARS AMD OVER eewes 834944 35,807 485061 48,061 33.7 33.8 33.5 36.7
NORTHEAST
ALL AGESeacenacse 65,047 28,027 36,9979 33,718 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSseececee 449263 24434 1,827 1,816 6.6 8.7 4.9 Se4&
15~44 YEARSeeeecccssce 18,603 64458 12,129 8,886 28 46 23.0 32.8 26.4
45-64 YEARSeeanocacase 19,579 9,639 94927 9,920 30.1 34.4 26.8 29.4
65 YEARS AND OVER<seee 22,602 94495 13,095 13,095 34.7 33.9 35.4 38.8
NORTH CENTRAL
ALL AGESescsccnae 79,985 33,673 464226 424273 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeececee 54959 3,389 24557 24546 T4 10.1 5.5 6.0
1544 YEARSseoeesoncse 2449850 8,520 164291 12,355 3l.1 253 35.2 2942
45-64 YEARSeaeaeo secnce 224948 10,881 12,048 12,042 28.7 32.3 26.1 28¢5
65 YEARS AND OVEReseee 26,4228 10,883 15,329 15,329 32.8 32.3 33.2 36.3
SOuTH
ALL AGESescscecae | 72,185 304153 41,990 | 28,335 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSesocense 54556 3,080 24473 24451 Te7 10.2 5.9 6.4
1544 YEARSeescccacsscs 23,086 T7+667 15,406 11,777 32.0 25.4 367 30.7
45=64 YEARSeceoesoscces 19,102 8,750 10,341 10,337 2645 29.0 24.6 27.0
65 YEARS AND OVEReewee 244441 104656 13,771 13,771 33.9 35.3 32.8 35.9
WEST

ALL AGESeccceveaece 32,17 144058 18,076 164543 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeecescoses 24106 1,102 1,003 999 6.5 7.8 546 6.0
1544 YEARSecevsoscscee 10,193 34692 64498 44971 31.7 26.3 35.9 30.0
45-64 YEARSeeunea 9,200 44491 44709 44707 28.6 31.9 26.0 28.5
65 YEARS AND OVERsecee 10,672 44773 54866 54866 33.2 34.0 32.5 3545

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 11. AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY GEOGRAPHIC

REGIONy AGE,

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT~STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

AND SEX: UNITED STATES,

1973

REGION AND AGE

1/ BOTH
SEXES

MALE

FEMALE
INCLUDING
DEL IVERIES

FEMALE
EXCLUDING
DELIVERIES

UNITED STATES

ALL AGESceccveccscsccocascsccnnccosasnsssoanse

UNDER 15 YEARSeececccececccccccccccssscccnnsanasn
1544 YEARSeeceeccsocccascascacsvosesnscaaccnsnanas

4564 YEARSeeveeececesccceccesscncesseccscasnace

65 YEARS AND OVERescccccacsccscccccocsaccnasnnee
NORTHEAST
ALL AGEScecevecccncsccescnscscccsassssnanns

UNDER 15 YEARScececccaaccavecscncccessancancance
1544 YEARSeaevecenccecvecccacosccnnoncccscaccncna
45=64 YEARSeecesccccecescscocacvccccnsacasnccnsce

65 YEARS AND OVEReeseecsccccccasvecacacnacnsssses
NORTH CENTRAL
ALL AGESeceeccencccvcscscccoccnccesasascacnane

UNDEF 15 YEARSeueeesacccccesncscsccnsccccconncsae

15-44 YEARSaeecsacescnvcoscsccsanccsscsncsscsccns

45—64 YEARSeaeescecscscscceccacscocscocscsnnsccas

65 YEARS AND OVER evecccsccccacecscccncssascannsse

SOUTH

ALL AGESeesesecccscosnesccsccvssacacnsccancs

UNDER 15 YEARSucueecsceccoscascccnccscacsnnnncns
15-44 YEARSeeeesceccccccccccccscsscccasvsccacone

45~64 YEARSecevescecsscconesssscascsaccssssccans

65 YEARS AND OVERceecsccconceccnccscasasscsscsce
WEST

ALL AGESeeecvvsccccesocvcccesccncaascccansce

UNDER 15 YEARSeceecacsccscccacsccnsssesnsasssnee

1544 YEARScessasveccescscccccncaccnsccnconsonne
45-64 YEARSecevececvsnccvcsncsecascocacacasscanne

65 YEARS AND OVER ceeccecccasovacccccsasansoacccee

AVERAGE LENGTH

NF STAY IN DAYS

-
SO0 WM
s & & 3
W~ W

5«0
5.7
10.5
15.0

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOF WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 12. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF DAYS OF CARE FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY
HOSPITALS BY BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL AND AGE OF PATIENT, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1973
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE
BED SIZE INCLUD—-| EXCLUD- INCLUD— | EXCLUD-
OF HOSPITAL 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING
AND AGE SEXES DELIV- DELIV- SEXES DELIV- DELIV-
ERIES ERIES ERIES ERIES
NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
ALL SIZES IN THOUSANDS
ALl AGESeeeeveees | 249,389 105,911 | 143,271 | 130,869 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeeocese 17,884 10,006 74861 7,811 T.2 9.4 5.5 6.0
15-44 YEARSeaeececances 764732 264337 50,324 37,989 30.8 2449 35.1 29.0
45-64 YEARSececscoccne 70,828 33,4761 37,025 37,007 28e4 31.9 25.8 28.3
65 YEARS AND OVER.eeee 834944 35,807 48,061 48,061 33.7 33.8 33.5 36.7
6~SS BEDS
ALL AGESescccssse 424534 17,428 254053 23,4368 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeseescsee 24909 1,561 14346 1,340 6.8 9.0 5.4 Se7
15-44 YEARSeaweeeevsene 11,4044 3,700 74335 5,659 26.0 21.2 29.3 2442
45-64 YEARSeeeaososuee 10,527 4,718 54805 5,802 247 27.1 23.2 24.8
65 YFARS AND OVEReaaes 18,054 71449 10,567 10,567 42.4 42.7 4242 4542
100-19S BEDS
ALL AGESecscecesee 39,727 15,857 234844 21,591 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSueecoees 2,813 1,586 1,224 1,216 Tel 10.0 5.1 5.6
15-44 YEARSeeeevoosees 12,103 34557 8,537 64,294 30.5 22.4 35.8 29.1
45-64 YEARSewessoscsae 10,221 44500 5,715 54713 25.7 28.4 2440 2645
65 YEARS AND OVEReeeee 14,590 65214 8,368 8,368 36.7 39.2 35.1 38.8
200-26S BEDS
ALL AGESeecececsee 43,152 184422 244,685 224467 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeecesess 34149 1,864 1,279 1,270 T.3 10.1 542 5.7
15-44 YEARSeeeeesvccce 13,568 49649 84892 64685 3l.4 2542 36.0 29.8
45-64 YEARSaecacecsaee 12,112 5,818 6,285 64282 28.1 31.6 25.5 28.0
65 YEARS AND OVERws oo 14,324 6,091 8,230 8,230 33.2 33.1 33.3 36.6
300-4S9 BEDS
ALL AGESeieccecnse 69,271 29,540 39,693 364212 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSessoeeee 44652 24614 2,032 24024 6.7 8.8 5.1 5.6
1544 YEARSceceocovcee 214294 T+397 13,887 10,419 30.7 25.0 35.0 28.8
45-64 YEARSeeceescsecse 21,011 10,223 10,780 10,776 30.3 34.6 27.2 29.8
65 YFARS AND OVEReeeae 22,315 9,305 12,993 12,993 32.2 31.5 32.7 35.9
500 BEDS OR MORFE
ALL AGESeeeccecse 544,704 244665 294996 274230 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARS«eaoeseae 44362 24380 1,981 1,961 8.0 9.7 6.6 Te2
1544 YEARSeeweoecacas 18,724 74034 11,672 8,932 34.2 28.5 38.9 32.8
45—64 YEARSaeeeecenasns 164958 8,502 84440 81434 31.0 34.5 28.1 31.0
65 YEARS AND OVEReceee 14,661 64749 7,903 74903 26.8 27.4 2643 29.0

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE

DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATFD.
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TABLE 13.

AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS
OF HOSPITAL, AGE OF PATIENT, AND SEX: UNITED STATES,

1973

BY BED SIZE

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

FEMALE FEMALE
BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL AND AGE 1/ BOTH MALE INCLUDING EXCLUDING
SEXES DEL IVERIES DELIVERIES
ALL SIZES AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY IN DAY

ALl AGESe cecscsscccncccccvcsacscsne 7.8 843 Te4 8.1

UNDER 15 YEARSceseecscccescccavscacsacsna 45 4e5 4e6 4e6

15-44 YEARSeeeescscccocsscccncnssccancoe 567 6.8 5.2 5.8

45-64 YEARSeeeeecasscsscvencccccecancans 9.1 9.3 9.0 9.0

65 YEARS AND OVER cescenccccscccvncccscce 12.1 11.6 12.5 12.5

6—-GS BEDS

ALL AGESeceescccaccscscccessccccse 6.4 65 64 6.9

UNDER 15 YEARSececceccsscsccccsecccncnce 3.7 3.5 3.9 3.9

15-44 YEARSceceeccascscccvccccceacnccase 4o 4.8 4e2 4.6

4564 YEARSeceeecanecsnccsscnccccnnscace 6.9 6.9 6.9 6.9

65 YEARS AND OVERecccceccccscnvccscccee 10.3 9.6 10.7 10.7
100-199 BEDS

ALL AGESeeeecccccsccccscccrcacccnce T.2 Te6 7.0 T.7

UNDER 15 YEARSeeceescceccconccccacscnce 4el 441 4a1 4e2

15-44 YEARSaceeeccesnccccncescccnsccnne 5.1 6.0 4a8 5.3

45-64 YEARSeeacesvccssccccccscccacancnns 8e4 8.2 8.6 8.6

65 YEARS AND OVERvececsesvaccsccccacncons 12.0 11.5 12.4 12.4
200-299 BEDS

ALL AGESecceevencccccccnccscannsens T7 8.2 Ta3 8.0

UNDER 15 YEARSceaveccanccccscssesccosnnse 4e2 4o 4.0 4.0

15-44 YEARSeececesecscscccnscoccsscnncs 547 6.8 5.3 5.9

45-64 YEARSecececcscccecessccncscvcncane 9.2 9.5 8.9 9.0

65 YEARS AND OVEReeecescccscscccacccccsne 12.0 11.5 12.5 12.5
300-49S BEDS

ALL AGESevecvsccssccscecncescscsasas 84 9.0 8.1 8.8

UNDER 15 YEARSecesovvacesssaascsccascse 4.7 4e6 4e 7 4.7

1544 YEARSececscvccasae 6.2 Te4 507 6.3

45—64 YEARSeeaeesvccsccsacsscccccscccane 10.0 10.2 9.8 9.8

65 YEARS AND OVERveescecncccacscccananse 13.3 12.7 13.8 13.8

500 BEDS CR MORE

ALL AGESeccecvnscesocscccncscccnssne 8.8 9.8 8.2 9.0

UNDER 15 YEARSeceeeesesccacsacscsoacnscave 6.2 5.9 6e5 645

15-44 YEARScececescccnsccncnsacncsscncncacs 6.7 8.6 5.9 6e7

45-64 YEARSeceeeocacecccnccscccssncanne 10.6 10.8 10.3 10.3

65 YEARS AND OVER cessccsccsncecasccscse 13.4 13.0 13.9 13.9

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH
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TABLE 14 NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF DAYS OF CARE FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY

HOSP ITALS BY TYPE OF OWNERSHIP OF HOSPITAL AND AGE OF PATIENT, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITED STATES,
1973
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT~STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)
FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE
TYPE OF INCLUD~ | EXCLUD- INCLUD~ | EXCLUD-
OWNERSHIP AND 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING
AGE SEXES DELIV- DELIV- SEXES DELIV- DELIV-
ERIES ERIES ERIES ERIES
NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
ALL TYPES IN THOUSANDS
ALL AGESeeesesecea | 249,389 105,911 | 143,271 | 130,869 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeceveee 17,884 10,006 7+861 7+811 Te2 9.4 5.5 6.0
15~44 YEARSeeececcssccs 76,732 264337 50,324 37,989 30.8 24.9 35.1 29.0
4564 YEARSeeaeeocasse 704828 33,761 37,025 37,007 2844 31.9 25.8 28.3
65 YEARS AND OVEReeese 83,944 35,807 48,061 484061 33.7 33.8 33.5 36.7
VOLUNTARY NONPROFIT
ALL AGESeassenecss | 184,924 77,706 | 107,061 97,709 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeecoseae 12,855 74110 5,728 54699 7.0 9.2 5.4 5.8
15-44 YEARSceescsceces 55,065 18,087 364921 27,610 29.8 23.3 34.5 28.3
45-64 YEARSeeaseccccen 53,204 254348 27,828 274815 28.8 32.6 26.0 2845
65 YEARS AND QOVERweees 63,801 27,4160 36,4585 364585 34.5 35.0 34.2 37.4
GOVERNMENT
ALL AGESeceeceasce 494377 22,261 27,068 244415 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSsecocecs 44,086 249345 1,740 1,722 8.3 10.5 6.4 7.1
15-44 YEARSeceesvssess 16,910 65715 10,182 74552 34.2 30.2 37.6 30.9
45-64 YEARScaeeccsones 13,214 64407 64793 64788 26.8 28.8 25.1 27.8
65 YEARS AND OVERveses 15,167 64794 8,354 8,354 30.7 30.5 30.9 34,2
PRCPRIETARY
ALL AGESceceacess 15,087 54944 9,141 84745 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeccessae 944 551 392 391 6.3 9.3 4.3 4.5
15-44 YEARSeecesavncsee 44758 1,535 3,222 24827 31.5 25.8 35.2 32.3
45-64 YEARSeeeeeccncne 44410 24005 2+404 21404 29.2 33.7 26.3 27.5
65 YEARS AND OVEReceae 44976 1,853 3,123 34123 33.0 31.2 34,2 35.7

1/ INCLUDES DI SCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 15. AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BRY TYPE OF
OWNERSHIP OF HOSPITAL, AGE OF PATIENT, AND SEX: UNITED STATESy 1973
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT~STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)
FEMALE FEMALE
TYPE OF OWNERSHIP AND AGE 1/ BOTH MALE INCLUDING EXCLUDING
SEXES DEL IVERIES DELIVERIES
ALL TYPES AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY IN DAYS
ALL AGESeececccccccccceccccssnnces 7.8 8.3 Te4 8.1
UNDER 15 YEARSieeccooccoccosscccccccnase 4e5 445 4.6 4eb
1544 YEARSeeeesecvcscsccanssscscscacns 5.7 6.8 5.2 5.8
45-64 YEARSeceeeansccccocosccscscccccnce 9.1 9.3 9.0 9.0
65 YEARS AND OVER scvecevcsccsccsscocccce 12.1 11.6 12.5 12.5
VOLUNTARY NONPROFIT
ALL AGESecccvscesccsacssccsacconcnccae 8.0 8.4 1.7 8.3
UNDER 15 YEARSeccsesccacvccsccacacsccas 445 4ot 406 4a6
15-44 YEARSeesoaccecscssscncnscccccccscs 5.8 6.8 5.4 6.0
45—64 YEARSeececeacocscssccccccscoscncne 9.3 9.5 Sel 9.1
65 YEARS AND OVER seccvsccccccsccconcnns 12.5 11.9 13.0 13.0
GOVERNMENT
ALL AGESseesceccscescoccccsscacens T4 8.2 669 Te7
UNDER 15 YEARSecesecscccscvecccsscccscee 5.0 540 5.1 501
15-44 YEARSeeecesssccccccccscscvsacnsnne 57 7.3 4e9 5.6
45-64 YEARSceeesesccccccsscccacscsocanas 8.9 9.2 8.8 8.8
65 YEARS AND OVERcececovecccccssnsnance 11.2 11.0 1l.4 11.4
PRCPRIE TARY
ALL AGESecsscccccccsvsscccccsccnce 6.7 646 6.7 7.0
UNDER 15 YEARSecveevccccssscevcosccscss 3e4 3.5 3a4 3.3
1544 YEARSeecececcccsocesccsccccnsacnse 5.1 5.2 5.0 5.3
45-64 YEARSeeeeeeveossccecccccncossanses 7.8 7.8 7.8 T.8
65 YEARS AND OVER ecvccccccccwnccvcncnnce 10.5 9.8 11.0 11.0

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH
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TABLE 16« AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY SEX, AGE,
GEOGRAPHIC REGION, AND BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL: UNITED STATES, 1973
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)
NORTHEAST NORTH CENTRAL SOUTH WEST
SEX AND AGE TCTAL 500 500 500 500
6-99 | 100~ | BEDS| 6-99 | 100- | BEDS | 6-99 | 100- | BEDS 100~ | BEDS
BEDS | 499 OR BEDS | 499 OR BEDS | 499 OR 499 OR
BEDS | MORE BEDS | MORE BEDS | MORE BEDS | MORE
1/ BOTH SEXES AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY IN DAYS

ALL AGESesee 7.8 Te7 8.9 10.1 70 8.0 8.9 6e5 7.3 8.5 6.8 Tel

UNDER 15 YEARS.ee 445 4a2 4.8 6.8 3.6 443 5.8 4ol 4a2 6.5 4.1 4.9

15-44 YEARSeesoece S5« 7 4o 6.2 7.3 448 6.0 6.8 b4 5.5 6.6 4.9 5.4

45-64 YEARSeceees 9.1 8e1 {107 11.9 7.3 G4 | 10.6 649 846 | 105 T.8 8.2

65+ YEARSeeseesee 12.1 1249 | l4el | 164 | 1046 | 127 | 136 | 10.0 | 11.7 | 12.0 10.7 | 11.0

MALE

ALL AGESeee. 8.3 1.2 9.6 | l1l.4 7.0 8.2 9.6 6.6 7.9 9.4 7.3 7.9

UNDER 15 YEARS... 4.5 3.8 5.0 6.3 3.6 4ol 5.9 3.8 4.3 5.9 3.5 5.3

15-44 YEARSeesese 6.8 51 T«6 | 10.0 53 6.8 84 4o 6.7 8.6 6.1 6.6

45-64 YEARS 9.3 8.0 |11.0 12.6 T4 9.5 | 10.7 6.8 8.5| 10.7 8.2 8.5

65+ YEARSeececeooa 11.6 104 | 1344 | 153 | 10.0 | 12.0 | 13.2 9e7 | 1145 | 119 10.2 | 10.3
FEMALE INCLUD-
ING DELIVERIES

ALL AGESeses T4 8.1 8e4 9.2 6.9 7.8 8.3 6.5 6.9 7.9 6.5 6.6

UNDER 15 YEARSees 4e6 47 4e5 T.5 3.5 4a2 5.7 4.6 4.0 T2 4.9 4o

1544 YEARSeeeeee 5.2 bo& 5.7 6.2 4e6 547 6.1 4.3 5.0 5.9 4.5 4.9

45~64 YEARSceoass S.0 8.2 [10.5 | 11.3 Te2 94 | 10.4 7.0 8.8 | 10.3 7«5 7.8

65+ YEARScececeen 12.5 14.7 [14.6 | 17.6 | 11.0 |13.2 1} 13.9 | 10.2 |11.9 | 12.1 1l.1 |11.6
EEMALE EXCLUD—
ING DELIVERIES

ALL AGESeeae 8.1 8.7 9.2 9.9 7.3 8.3 9.1 7.0 Te7 8.9 7.1 7.3

UNDER 15 YEARS... 446 4e7 445 Teb 3.5 4a2 5.7 4.6 4.0 T2 4.9 4o

15-44 YEARS.ceeaee 5.8 4.7 6.2 6.7 49 6.1 6.9 4.8 5.8 6.9 5.0 5.7

45-6%4 YEARSeesces 9.0 8.2 |10.5 | 11.3 7.2 9.4 | 10.5 7.0 8.8 | 10.3 7.5 7.9

65+ YEARSeeeceene 12.5 1447 |14e6 | 176 | 11.0 |[13.2 | 13.9 |10.2 [11.9 | 12.1 1l1.1 | 11.6

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 17. NUMBER, PERCENT DISTRIBUTION,

TALSs BY SEX AND AGE:

UNITED STATES,

1973

AND RATE QF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HNSPI-

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT~STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

SEX AND AGE

DISCHARGED PATIENTS

NUMBER
IN
THOUSANDS

PERCENT
DISTR IBUTION

RATE PER
1,000
POPULATION

1/ BCTH SEXES

ALL AGESeeeeccccccccccsvscsnsoccccascsonccce

UNDER 1 YEARceecesseccccocsncecssscsvscsnscansncne
1-4 YEARSeeeceeecccacsccnsassscecnsancccssssscccs
5-14 YEARScceeseecascccsssnvncncacnscccccocvasccce
15-24 YEARSeeeccacocescscancsscscsccsnscoscscacsae

2534 YEARSweceeeascacccscsvcncccccanscscsccananes

3544 YEARSeecsseoccccsnncsccsassssscncsccccansas
45-54
55-64

65=74 YEARScoaeaasscesccccccsvsncsancnccccncsscsce

75 YEARS AND OVEReeeeecccccccccconcccccscccnssnne

YEARSceceveosscencccccscncccscscscscnnascnsce

YEARSeevececaccaccscscccscscesnsscccncsccns

MALE

ALL AGESeesccccccacsccocsvecccscccccnnncccscns

UNDER 1 YEARceeaevesceacsnscsssacsveccacncsascocsne
14 YEARScevoenovcoscscosccncncencscsovscssancsananse
5-14 YEARS.-.-...-on-o---o-.-..---o-.0--.-.-.-.0.
1524 YEARSceeeeecesscccsecccncccccccccscscscccaas
25-34
35-44
45~54
55-64
65~ T4 YEARSceeesasoncsccancsnssacacacsncccccasnes

75 YEARS AND OVERccecocscccsccccoscscasocccscnsace

YEARSecceaencesesseccancsscncncncnasacancan
YEARScececossnccsscccnsccsvcccvansccncvannace
YEAR Sceecvescccnccccscccccncscnossccncccnsss

YEARSceeneesccasssccccecccncscocascasscvens

FEMALE

ALL AGESecsaseccncncccscsccsnsnscncscscccccsns

UNDER 1 YEARceeencavevvsoscncscccsccacacscncccnnancse
1~4 YEARSeceeececsvcsccacacccsesccsccccsoscccnnsnae

5=14 YEARSeeescescccsccnccctcccccannsocconccnncse

15-24
25-34
35-44
45-54
55-64
65-T74 YEARSeeeucaceacacaanssesseascasccssncosassen
75 YEARS AND OVEReeeeecescesnssnnsssssasssncaases

YEARSeeeosecccncsacescccscscasascncsnaccsnce
YEARSceecasensascseccscscscccssccccnncacccnss
YEARScceecssacvnssseccccccncsvsocancancanse
YEARSceecsesccccccacnncsasncsacccccssansnse

YEARSeeeeesvcccccnscancsnccccscccanvssscesnne

32,125

100.0

15641

580
1,214
24139
54323
49723
34436
3,956
2,817
3,728
34209

12,835

[« JEN
« & @
~N O~

16.
14,
10.7
12.3
l1.9
11.6
10.0

100.0

18846
89.1
5541

142.9

170.1

153.9

167.8

200.2

289.3

433,3

129.2

337
, 702
1,191
1,404
1,215
1,254
1,718
1,919
1,795
1,299

19,266

246
5«5
9.3
10.9
9.5
9.8
13.4
15.0
14.0
10.1

100.0

2144
101.1

60.2

T7.5

90.6
117.0
151.6
213.7
320.6
458.8

180.9

243

510

947
3,916
34507
24175
24235
1,896
1,931
1,907

1.3
246
4.9
20.3
18.2
11.3
11.6
9.8
10.0
9.9

161.3
T6e4
49.7

204.7

264.2

187.5

182.5

188.0

264.9

417.0

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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APPENDIX |
TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS

Statistical Design of the Hospital
Discharge Survey

Scope of the survey,—The scope of the Hospital
Discharge Survey (HDS) encompasses patients dis-
charged from noninstitutional hospitals which have
six beds or more for inpatient use, are located in the
50 States and the District of Columbia, and have an
average length of stay of less than 30 days. Although
all discharges of inpatients from these hospitals are
within the scope of the survey, all newborn infants
are excluded from this report.

Sampling frame and bed size of hospital, -—The
universe (sampling frame) for the HDS consists of
short-stay hospitals, excluding military and Veterans
Administration hospitals, that are included in the
Master Facility Inventory of Hospitals and Institutions
(MFI), A detailed description of how the MFI was
developed, its content, plans for maintaining it, and
procedures for assessing the completeness of its
coverage is published in an earlier report.!”

There were 7,407 hospitals in the universe. The
distribution of short-stay hospitals by bed size and
region in the universe and in the HDS sample is shown
in table I, The sample for 1973 consisted of 497 hos-
pitals, of which 31 were ruled out of scope of the 1973
survey because they failed to meet the definition of a
short-stay hospiral and of which 42 refused to partici-
pate. Estimates are based on a sample of about
225,000 abstracts from the remaining 424 hospitals
that participated in 1973,

Sample design,~-All hospitals with 1,000 beds or
more in the universe of short-stay hospitals were
selected with certainty in the sample, All hospitals
with less than 1,000 beds were stratified, the primary
strata being the 24 bed-size-by-region classes shown
in table 1, Within each of these 24 primary strata,
the allocation of the hospitals was made through
a controlled-selection technique so that hospitals in
the sample would be properly distributed with regard
to ownership and geographic division, Sample hos-
pitals were drawn with probabilities ranging from
certainty for the largest hospitals to 1 in 40 for the
smallest hospitals.

NOTE: The list of references follows ‘the text.

The within-hospital sampling ratio for selecting
discharges varied inversely with the probability of
selection of the hospital. The smallest sampling frac-
tion of discharged patients was taken in the largest
hospitals, and the largest fraction was taken in the
smallest hospitals, This was done to compensate for
the fact that hospitals were selected with probabilities
proportionate to their size class and to assure that
the overall probability of selecting a discharge would
be approximately the same in all hospitals,

In all hospitals the daily listing sheet of discharges
was the frame from which the subsamples of dis-
charges were selected within the sample hospitals,
The sample discharges were selected by a random
technique, usually on the basis of the terminal digit(s)
of the patient's medical record number—a number
assigned when the patient was admitted to the hos-
pital, If the hospital's daily discharge listing did not
show the medical record numbers, the sample was
selected by starting with a randomly selected dis-
charge and taking every ki discharge thereafter.

Estimation,—Statistics produced by the HDS are
derived by a complex procedure. The basic unit of
estimation is the sample patient abstract, The esti-
mating procedure used to produce essentially unbiased
national estimates has three principal components:
(1) inflation of reciprocals of the probabilities of
sample selection, (2) adjustment for nonresponse, and
(3) ratio adjustments to fixed totals, These components
are described in appendix I of two earlier publi-
cations, 12

Data Collection and Processing

Data collection.-—Depending on the study procedure
agreed upon with the hospital administrator, the sample
selection and the transcription of information from the
hospital records to the abstract forms were performed
by either the hospital staff or representatives of the
National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS), or by
both. In more than three-fourths of the hospitals that
participated in the HDS during 1973, this work was
performed by the medical records department of the
hospital, In the remaining hospitals, nearly all the
work was performed by personnel of the U.S, Bureau
of the Census acting for NCHS,
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Table I. Distribution of short-stay hospitals in the universe (MFI) and in the Hospital Discharge
Survey sample, and the number of hospitals that participated in the survey, by size of hospital

and geographic region: United States, 1973

Size of hospital reé%g;ns Northeast ngiigl South West

All sizes Number of hospitals

UNiversemm = e e e e e e 7,407 1,146 2,064 2,832 ] 1,365

Total sample-==me oo oo e 497 129 146 148 74

Number participating--------cmcommcmcaaomuaoo 424 115 128 118 63
6-49 beds

UNiver S @mm = e e o e e e e e e e 3,304 209 8651 1,549 681

Total sample--=-cccama-- 64 7 18 26 13

Number participating 43 5 15 14 9
50-99 beds

Universe-m = —m e e e 1,746 293 467 642 344

Total sample-———r——mo oo e 72 13 19 27 13

Number participating-----remececmcccmmancanaaan 61 10 16 24 1l
100-199 beds

UNiverse===— = m e e e e 1,224 288 392 365 179

Total sample-—-—=c—cmom e e 103 26 31 32 14

Number participating-------cecmemoomm e 91 26 26 25 14
200-299 beds

Universes-=eeceaamm oo 583 191 158 140 94

Total sample---wmemcmmcocm e ccmee——eean 89 30 26 19 14

Number participating-------rmemaammoccammaae e 76 27 23 14 12
300-499 beds

Universe=~rm - oe e e e e 397 111 131 102 53

Total sample-=-=mmeemcmm oo 93 25 30 26 12

Number participatinge----=weeecmeommmannao 84 23 28 24 9
500-999 beds

Universe-—— - - mo e emmeeee o 135 45 48 29 13

Total sample-—-crcemomm e 58 19 19 13 7

Number participating---eecmcccmmccccmcmmccmeas 51 15 17 12 7

1,000 beds or more

Universe-==--eemcmmmcc e m ;e —— 18 9 3 5 1

Total sample-—--m—co e e 18 9 3 5 1

Number participating---=-eemeocmacmmameccccaa 18 9 3 5 1

For nearly all survey hospitals, data were tran-
scribed from hospital records to the form shown in
figure I,

Data processing and editing of data.--Shipments
of completed abstract forms for each sample hos-
pital, along with sample selection control sheets,
were transmitted to NCHS for processing, Every ship-
ment of abstracts was reviewed; each abstract form
was checked for completeness; and, when necessary,
problems were referred to the hospitals for clarifi-
cation and correction,

Final editing was done by computer inspection
of the demographic data compared with the category
code assigned to each abstract, If the patient's sex
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was left blank, it was coded and tabulated as "not
stated,"

Very few rejects were encountered, Those found
were corrected by inspection of data on the computer
tape, If age was left blank, it was imputed by assign-
ing the patient an age consjistent withthe ages of other
patients with the same category code, If the dates of
admission or discharge were not given, and if they
could not be obtained from the monthly sample listing
sheet transmitted by the sample hospital, a length of
stay was imputed by assigning the patient a stay con-
sistent with the stays of other patients of the same
age, Other missing demographic items were coded
and tabulated as "not stated.”



Figure I. Medical Abstract for the Hospital Discharge Survey.

HSM-88-1 Form Approved
9/70 O.M.B. No. 68-R0520

CONFIDENTIAL - All information which would permit identification of an individual or of an establishment will be heid confideatial, will be used
oaly by persons engaged in and for the purposes of the sutvey and will not be disclosed or released to other persons or used fot any other purpose.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
Public Health Service
Health Services and Mentol Health Administration
National Center for Health Stotistics

MEDICAL ABSTRACT — HOSPITAL DISCHARGE SURVEY

I. Patient Identification

1. Hospital number. 4. Date of admission
Month Day Year
2. HDS number .
5. Date of discharge
3. Medical record number..... — Month Day Year
Il. Patient Characteristics
1. Date of birth; 2. Age (complete ONLY 1 [Jyears
Month Day Year if date of birth not given):
Unite 2 (T months
30 days
3. Sex: 1[JMale 2 []Female
4. Race or color: 1 [Jwhite 2 ] Negro 3 [J Other nonwhite 4[] **Nonwhite" 5 [ Not stated

5. Marital status: 1[JMaried 2[JSingle 3 [Jwidowed 4[]Divorced 5 [JSeparated 6 [JNot stated

6. Discharge status: 1[J Alive 2 [ Dead

Ill. Diagnoses and Operations

1. Final diagnoses:

[ see reverse side

2. Operations:

[ see reverse side

Completed by Date

FOR NCHS USE ONLY

Diagnoses

Operations
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Table II, Civilian noninstitutionalized popula-
tion, by age and sex: United States, July 1,
1973

[Consistent with Current Population Reports, Series P-25, No. 500.

Numbers in thousands ]

Age Total Male |Female
Totaleme=a=u- 205,836 || 99,3071 106,529
0-14 years-=e-- 55,559 || 28,313] 27,246
Under 1 year------- 3,077 | 1,573 1,504
1-4 years---------- 13,626 6,952 6,674
5~14 years=-=-=w=n- 38,856 || 19,787 19,069
15-44 yearge--- 87,3421 42,253} 45,088
15-24 years---emmnn 37,245 18,117} 19,127
25-34 years-------- 27,770 13,410 14,360
35-44 yearse--m=-e= 22,327 || 10,726 11.601
45-64 years---- 42,641) 20,310 22,331
45-54 years-——-w--- 23,577 1 11,330 12,247
55-64 years-------- 19,065|| 8,980 10,085
65 years and
OVer-~---eeee- 20,29 (1 8,431] 11,862
65-74 years----—w-- 12,888 5,599 7,289
75 years and over-- 7,405} 2,832 4,573

Table III.

Civilian noninstitutionalized population, by sex, geographic

Population Estimates

The base populations used in computing rates are
unpublished estimates for the U.S, civilian noninstitu-
tionalized population as of July 1973 provided by the
U.S. Bureau of the Census,

The population estimates for the United States by
age and sex (table II) and by age, sex, and geographic
region (table IiI) are consistent with the estimates of
the civilian population published by the U.S, Bureau of
the Census in Curvent Population Reports, Series P-25.
However, they are not official population estimates
of the U,S. Bureau of the Census, Estimates of the
regional populations by age and sex were provided by
the U.S, Bureau of the Census specifically for use in
the HDS for computing rates,

General Qualifications

Rounding of numbers.—Estimates of the number
of discharges and number of days of care were round-
ed to the nearest thousand for tabular presentation,
Percents and rates were calculated on the basis of
unrounded estimates, Due to rounding, detailed figures
within tables do not always add to totals.

Patient chavacteristics not stated, —Age and/or
sex was not stated for less than 1 percent of all 1973
discharges, However, color was not stated for ap-
proximately 13 percent of the patients discharged

region, and age: United

States, July 1, 1973
[Consistent with Current Population Reports, Series P-25, No. 500. Numbers in thousands |

. . All 0-14 15-44 45-64 65 years
Sex and geographic region ages years years years and over
Both sexes

United States-----—cmm—m—mmmemmmmmmoen 205,836 55,559 | 87,342 | 42,641 20,294
Northeast---rmmecwmccmrc e 48,940 12,565 20,327 10,959 5,089
North Central--mee-ccmcccmcmcmcc e ccccem—— 56,772 15,538 24,681 11,517 5,636
SOUERm mm mmmmom oo 641499 170791| 27.379 | 12,951 6,378
WEStmmm oo LITIIITTIIT 357625 90666 | 15554 | 7.214 3,191

Male

United States-----cmmcccmmccccccaccama 99,307 28,313 42,253 20,310 8,431
Northeasteneemmmcmmmmcmcc e mc e e e e m—a 23,494 6,413 9,850 5,165 2,067
NOTED COnELALe—m oo mmem e mm oo mm o 27640 7,926 | 11,811 |  5.540 2,363
SOUth=mrrreamc;cemc— e cmeemc e e e ————————— 30,878 9,049 13,072 6,102 2,655
WeSt-mmmcmem e mm e e am—a e — e — e ———————— 17,294 4,925 7,520 3,503 1,346

Female :

United StatesSe----mcommcmmcmmmccccaaa 106,529 27,246 45,088 22,331 11,862
NOTEREASEnmmmmmm e mmmm o m e e 25,444 6,151 | 10,478 | 5,793 3,022
North Centrale-e-eemem—mmceecmomac——omom—- 29,131 77612 | 12.270 52977 32272
SOUEhm = o m e 331621 8,742 | 14,307 | 6,849 3,723
S 18,331 4761 8033 | 3712 1,845




during each year. The proportion of sample hos-
pital records with color not stated varied consider-
ably among the sample hospitals,

Reliability of Estimates

Estimates from sample surveys such as the HDS
are subject to two types of errors—measurement or
nonsampling errors, and sampling errors, Measure-
ment errors can occur in a complete count or census
as well as in a sample survey. Sampling errors, on
the other hand, occur because a sample instead of a
complete count is taken,

Measurement errors,—These include errors due
to hospital nonresponse, missing abstracts, informa-
tion incompletely or inaccurately recorded on abstract
forms, and processing errors, Some of these have
been discussed in earlier sections,

Sampling errors.-~The standard error in this
survey is primarily a measure of the sampling vari-
ability that occurs by chance because the estimates
are based on a sample of short-stay hospitals rather
than on all discharges from all short-stay hospitals.

The relative standard error of an estimate is ob-
tained by dividing the standard error of the estimate
by the estimate itself and is expressed as a percent-
age of the estimate,

The chances are about 68 out of 100 that the value
obtained in a complete enumeration is contained in
the interval represented by the estimate plus and
minus one standard error of the estimate, 95 out of
100 for two standard errors, and 99 out of 100 for
2 1/2 standard errors, Applying the illustration at
the bottom of figure II, the chances are about 68
out of 100 that the value that would be obtained in a
complete enumeration is contained in the interval
4,243,000 £ 5.0 percent of 4,243,000 (between 4,030,850
and 4,455, 150); 99 out of 100 for the interval 4,243,000
+ 5.0 percent of 4,243,000, multiplied by 2.5.

The standard error of one statistic is generally
different from that of another even when the two come
from the same survey. To derive standard errors
that would be applicable to a wide variety of statistics
and that could be prepared at a moderate cost, a
number of approximations were required. As a result,
figure II and tables IV and V provide general standard

Figure il. Approximate relative standard errors of estimated numbers of patients discharged for patient characteristics, by geographic region and/or
size of hospital, type of ownership, and for all hospitals.
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lllustration of use of figure II: As shown in table 2, an estimated 4,243,000 patients aged 15-44 years were discharged during 1973 within the South
Region. The relative standard error of this estimate as read from the line “Region and/or size groups™ is approximately 5.0 percent: the standard

error of 4,243,000 is 212,150 (5.0 percent of 4,243,000},
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errors for a wide variety of estimates rather than the
specific error for any statistic.

The relative standard errors and approximate
standard errors of percentages that have been pre-
pared for this report are applicable to estimates of
discharges and days of care for patient characteristics
(age, sex, color, marital status, and discharge status,
and cross-classifications, e.g., age by sex) cross-
classified by one of three hospital groupings as follows:
(1) by region (e:g., Northeast) and/or by size (e.g.,
6-99 beds), (2) by type of ownership (e.g., government),
or (3) by hospitals summed over all regions, size, and
ownership groups (all hospitals), The particular figure
or table to which one refers to obtain a sampling error
is contingent upon both the type of estimate (e.g., dis-
charges) and the hospital grouping with which the
patient characteristic(s) is cross-classified, The pro-~
cedures that apply are as follows:

1. Approximate relative standard errors of esti-
mated number of discharges are obtained from
the curves shown in figure II,

2. Approximate relative standard errors of esti-
mated number of days of care are obtained
from the curves shown in figure IIL

3. Approximate standard errors of estimated per-
centages of discharges when the character-
istic(s) used to form the numerator of the per-
centage is a subclass of the denominator are
shown in table 1V,

4, Approximate standard errors of estimatedper-
centages of days of care when the character-
istic(s) used to form the numerator of the per-
centage is a subclass of the denominator are
shown in table V.

Approximate standard errors of average lengths
of stay can be calculated as in the following example:
Suppose the standard error (aR:) of the average length
of stay during 1973 for males aged 15-44 years for
all hospitals is desired. The estimated number of
discharges for this statistic is 3,873,000 (table 1) and
the estimated number of days of care is 26,337,000
(table 10).

Figure !11. Approximate relative standard errors of estimated numbers of days of care for patient characteristics, by geographic region and/or size of
hospital, type of ownership, and for all hospitals.
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lllustration of use of figure /11: As shown in table 14, an estimated 4,758,000 days of care during 1973 were provided to patients aged 15-44 years in
proprietary hospitals. The relative standard error of this estimate as read from the line “Ownership groups’ is approximately 17.0 percent: the stand-

ard error is 808,860 (17.0 percent of 4,758,000).
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Table IV. Approximate standard errors of per-
centages shown in this report for discharges:
Patient characteristics classified by geograph-
ic region and for all hospitals

[Standard errors for patient characteristics classified by size of hospital
are 1/ times and by type of ownership are 3'% times the standard
errors shown in this table]

Table V. Approximate standard errors of per-
centages shown in this report for days of care:
Patient characteristics classified by geograph-
ic region and for all hospitals

[Standard errors for patient characteristics classified by size of hospital
are 1% times and by type of ownership are 2% times the standard
errors shown in this table]

Estimated percent

Number of
discharges
(base of 2 4 10 20| 30
percent) or| or} or| or]| or| 50
981 96} 90| 80| 70

Estimated percent

Number of(days
of care (base
of percent) gr f;r gg 201 30

or or 50
98 96 90 80 70

Standard error expressed
in percentage points
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WU NERENN

Illustration of use of table IV: Table 1 shows
that 29.3 percent of the 9,899,000 white male

patients discharged during 1973 from all hos-
pitals were aged 45-64 years. Linear interpola-
tion between the values shown in table IV will
yileld an approximate standard error of 0.5 per-
cent for an estimate of 29.3 percent with a base
of 9,899,000.

, Number of days of care
R'=

Let
Number of discharges
. X’ 26,337,000
¥’ " 73,873,000 - 08 days.

The relative standard error (I{(,) of 26,337,000 (from

all hospitals curve in figure IlI) is 2.9 percent or
.029; v;(,z =.029% . The relative standard error (Vy,) of

3,873,000 (from all hospitals curve in figure II) is
3.2 percent or .032; 1(,,2 =.032% The sample correlation

coefficient (r) which measures the closeness of the
relation between the estimated number of days of care

Standard error expressed
in percentage points

1,000,000--~---= 1.8] 2.6] 4.0} 5.2| 6.0] 6.5
2,000,000---=-=- 1.3| 1.8] 2.8] 3.7} 4.2| 4.6
6,000, 000-====mx 0.7] 1.0 1.6] 2.1 2.4| 2.7
10,000, 000=~=--- 0.6 0.8| 1.2{ 1.6} 1.9 2.1
20,000,000---~-~= 0.4] 0.6| 0.9| 1.2| 1.3| 1.5
60,000, 000-----~- 0.2| 0.3} 0.5] 0.7 0.8] 0.8
100,000,000~~~ 0.2} 0.3] 0.4] 0.5] 0.6 0.7
200,000, 000----- 0.1 0.2| 0.3]| 0.4] 0.4| 0.5
300,000,000~~~ 0.1]0.1] 0.2] 0.3} 0.3| 0.2

Illustration of use of table V: Table 12 shows
that of the 24,655,000 days of care provided for
males discharged during 1973 from hospitals with
500 beds or more, 27.4 percent of the days were
utilized by patients 65 years and over. Linear
interpolation between the values shown in table
V will yield an approximate standard error of
1.9 percent for anestimate of 27.4 percent with
a base of 24,655,000.

and the estimated number of discharges has been com-
puted to be .75,
VR'2 = x/z +Vyl2 —2r Vi Vi

=.0292 + 0322-1.5(.029x .032)

.00078 + .00102 ~.00134

.00046

".00046 =.0214

opt = R'VRI =6.8x.0214=0.15 days‘

Vir

000 —
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APPENDIX I

DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT

Terms Relating to Hospitalization

Patient,—A person who is formally admitted tothe
inpatient service of a short-stay hospital for obser-
vation, care, diagnosis, or treatment. In this report
the number of patients refers to the number of dis-
charges during 1973 including multiple discharges of
the same individual (if any) from one short-stay
hospital or more. All newborn infants, defined as those
admitted by birth to the hospital, are excluded from
this report, "Inpatient" and "patient'" are used syn-
onymously,

Patients under 1 year of age.~—Includes infants
admitted on the day of birth, directly or by transfer
from another medical facility, with or without mention
of a disease, disorder, or immaturity,

Discharge.—The formal release of an inpatient
by a hospital, that is, the termination of a period of
hospitalization by death or by disposition to place of
residence, nursing home, or another hospital, In this
report, ''discharges' and ''patients (or inpatients)
discharged' are used synonymously,

Discharge vate,—The ratio of the number of
hospital discharges (inpatients) during a year to the
number of persons in the civilian noninstitutionalized
population as of July 1 of that year,

Days of care.-—The total number of inpatient
days accumulated at time of discharge by patients
discharged from short-stay hospitals during 1973,
A stay of less than 1 day (inpatient admission and
discharge on the same day) is counted as 1 day in
the summation of total days of care. For patients
admitted and discharged on different days, the number
of days of care is computed by counting all days from
(and including) the date of admission to (but not
including) the date of discharge.

Rate of days of care.-——The ratio of the number of
inpatient days accumulated at time of discharge by
patients discharged from short-stay hospitals during
a year to the number of persons in the civilian non-
institutionalized population as of July 1 of that year.

Average length of stay. —The total number of
inpatient days accumulated at time of discharge by
patients discharged during 1973 divided by the number
of patients discharged. "Average stay," '"duration of
stay," and "length of stay" are used interchangeably,
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Hospitals and Hospital Characteristics

Short-stay hospitals,-~General and short-term °
special hospitals having six beds or more for inpatient
use and an average (mean) length of stay of less than
30 days, Military and Veterans Administration hospitals
and hospital units of institutions are not included,
"Hospitals" and ''short-stay hospitals" are used syn-
onymously.

Size of hospital,—~Measured by the number of beds,
cribs, and pediatric bassinets regularly maintained
(set up and staffed for use) for inpatients; bassinets
for newborn infants are not included, In this repoxrt the
classification of hospitals by bed size is based on the
number of beds at or near midyear reported by the
hospitals,

Location of hospitals.—See "Geographic region."

Type of ownership of hospital.— Refers to the type
of organization that controls and operatesthe hospital,
In this report the classification of hospitals by type of
ownership is based on responses provided by sample
hospitals, The hospitals are grouped as follows:

1. Voluntary hospitals, Hospitals operated by a church
or another nonprofit organization,

2, Government hospitals, Hospitals operated by State
and local governments,

3, Proprietary hospitals, Hospitals controlled by in-
dividuals, partnerships, or corporations for profit.

Demographic Terms

Age.—Refers to age at last birthday prior to
admission to the hospital inpatient service, (Newborn
infants are not included.)

Color.—In this report patients are classified into
two groups, '‘white' and "all other." The all other
classification includes all categories other than white,
some of which are too small for statistical purposes
to be presented separately. White includes Mexican
and Puerto Rican unless specifically identified as all
other,

Geographic vregion.—In this report hospitals are
classified by location according to the four geographic
regions of the United States which correspond to those
used by the U,S, Bureau of the Census:



Region

Northeast

States
Included

Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Con-
necticut, New York, New Jersey,
and Pennsylvania

North Central--- Michigan, Ohio, Illinois, Indiana,  West
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Mis-
souri, North Dakota, South Dakota,
Nebraska, and Kansas
— Q000 —

veU.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1976~ 210-981:49

Delaware, Maryland, District of Co-
lumbia, Virginia, West Virginia,
North Carolina, South Carolina,
Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, Ten-
nessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Ar-
kansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and
Texas

Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado,
New Mezxico, Arizona, Utah, Nevada,
Washington, Oregon, California,
Hawaii, and Alaska
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Series 1.

Series 2.

Series 3.

Series 4.

Series 10.

Series 11,

Series 12.

Series 13.

Series 14.

Series 20.

Series 21.

Sertes 22,

Series 23,

VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS PUBLICATIONS SERIES

Formerly Public Health Service Publication No. 1000

Programs and Collection Procedures.—Reports which describe the general programs of the National
Center for Health Statistics and its offices and divisions, data collection methods used, definitions, and
other material necessary for understanding the data.

Data Evaluation and Methods Research.—Studies of new statistical methodology including experimental
tests of new survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection methods, new analytical techniques,
objective evaluations of reliability of collected data, contributions to statistical theory.

Analytical Studies.—Reports presenting analytical or interpretive studies based on vital and health
statistics, carrying the analysis further than the expository types of reports in the other series.

Documents and Committee Reports.—Final reports of major committees concerned with vital and
health statistics, and documents such as recommended model vital registration laws and revised birth
and death certificates.

Data from the Health Interview Survey.—Statistics on illness; accidental injuries; disability; use of
hospital, medical, dental, and other services; and other health-related topics, based on data collected in
a continuing national household interview survey. '

Data from the Health Examination Survey.—Data from direct examination, testing, and measurement
of national samples of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population provide the basis for two types of
reports: (1) estimates of the medically defined prevalence of $pecific diseases in the United States and
the distributions of the population with respect to physical, physiological, and psychological charac-
teristics; and (2) analysis of relationships among the various measurements without reference to an
explicit finite universe of persons.

Data from the Institutionalized Population Surveys.—Discontinued effective 1975. Future reports from
these surveys will be in Series 13.

Data on Health Resources Utilization.-Statistics on the utilization of heaith manpower and facilities
providing long-term care, ambulatory care, hospital care, and family planning services.

Data on Health Resources: Manpower and Facilities. —Statistics on the numbers, geographic distrib-
ution, and characteristics of health resources including physicians, dentists, nurses, other health occu-
pations, hospitals, nursing homes, and outpatient facilities.

Data on Mortality. ~Various statistics on mortality other than as included in regular annual or monthly
reports. Special analyses by cause of death, age, and other demographic variables; geographic and time
series analyses; and statistics on characteristics of deaths not available from the vital records, based on
sample surveys of those records.

Data on Natality, Marriage, and Divorce. —Various statistics on natality, marriage, and divorce other
than as included in regular annual or monthly reports. Special analyses by demographic variables;
geographic and time series analyses; studies of fertility; and statistics on characteristics of births not
available from the vital records, based on sample surveys of those records.

Data from the National Mortality and Natality Survevs.—Discontinued effective 1975. Future reports
from these sample surveys based on vital records will be included in Series 20 and 21, respectively.

Data from the National Survey of Family Growth.—Statistics on fertility, family formation and disso-
lution, family planning, and related maternal and infant health topics derived from a biennial survey of
a nationwide probability sample of ever-married women 1544 years of age.

For a list of titles of reports published in these series, write to:  Scientific and Technical Information Branch

National Center for Health Statistics
Public Health Service, HRA
Rockville, Md. 20852




DHEW Publication No.(HRA) 76-1774
Series 13-No. 23

NCHS2

POSTAGE AND FEES PAID

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEW

HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
Public Health Service

HE
Health Resources Administration W 390
5600 Flshers Lane THIRD CLASS
Rockville, Md. 20852 BLK. RATE

OFFICIAL BUSINESS
Penaity for Private Use, $300

Foi information about the
Vital and Health Statistics
Series call 301-443-NCHS.




	CONTENTS
	INTRODUCTION
	SELECTED FINDINGS
	DISCHARGES AND DISCHARGE RATES
	DAYS OF CARE AND LENGTH OF STAY
	GEOGRAPHIC REGION
	CONCLUSION
	REFERENCES
	LIST OF DETAILED TABLES
	APPENDIX I. TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS
	APPENDIX II. DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT

