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UTILIZATION

OF SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS
SUMMARY OF NONMEDICAL STATISTICS

W. Frank Lewis, Division of Health Resources Utilization Statistics

INTRODUCTION

This report presents estimates on the utiliza-
tion of short-stay hospitals in the United States
based on information collected in the Hospital
Discharge Survey, a continuous nationwide
survey conducted by the National Center for
Health Statistics. Data were abstracted from
about 225,000 hospital records of inpatients
discharged from the 424 hospitals that partici-
pated in the survey. '

Results of the survey permit generation of
four basic types of reports—monmedical, diag-
nostic, surgical, and patient charges—that are
published in Series 13 of Vital and Health
Statistics and as selected supplements of
Monthly Vital Statistics Reports.}-183 Data
shown in this report are nonmedical data on
patients, excluding newborn infants, discharged
from non-Federal short-stay hospitals during
1972. Estimates are presented on the number
and rate of discharges and days of care and on
average length of stay for patients discharged, by
age, sex, color, geographic region, bed size, and
type of ownership (control) of hospitals.

This report has three focuses: (1) an analysis
of hospital discharges, (2) an analysis of days of
care and length of stay, and (3) some regional
comparisons of the data by selected variables
(tables 1-17 and figures 1-6). Since the estimates
are based on a sample of discharges from partici-
pating hospitals rather than on all discharges
from all short-stay hospitals, they are subject to
sampling error. Tables and graphs of approxi-
mate sampling errors and instructions for their

use are given in the section, “Reliability of Esti-
mates” in appendix I.

Appendix II contains definitions of terms
relating to hospitalization and to the character-
istics of patients and of hospitals surveyed. Since
several of these terms have specialized meaning
in the Hospital Discharge Survey, familiarity
with the definitions will aid in interpreting the
data.

SELECTED FINDINGS

An estimated 31.6 million inpatients, with an
estimated 245.1 million days of care and an
average length of stay of 7.7 days per hospital
episode, were discharged from non-Federal
short-stay hospitals in 1972. In terms of annual
rates, the rate of days of care per 1,000 civilian
noninstitutionalized population was 1,199.9,
and the discharge rate was 154.9 per 1,000. Of
the discharges in 1972, 72.8 percent were from
voluntary nonprofit hospitals, 21.1 were from
State and local government hospitals, and only
6.1 were from proprietary hospitals.

When compared by age, rates of discharge
ranged from 73.7 per 1,000 population for
patients under age 15 (13.2 percent of all
discharges) to 332.9 per 1,000 for patients aged
65 years and over. A comparison by sex shows
rates of discharge and of days of care to be
higher for females than for males. When deliver-
ies are included, the discharge rate for females
(179.7 per 1,000 population) was 41 percent
higher than that for males (127.8 per 1,000);
excluding deliveries, however, the rate was only



17 percent higher. Only at the two age extremes
(under 15 years and 65 years and over) was the
rate for males (81.6 and 360.8, respectively)
higher than that for females (65.3 and 312.3,
including and excluding deliveries, respectively).

Hospitalization utilization figures by color are
grouped in the categories “white,” “all other,”
and “color not stated.” Since the number of
discharged patients for whom color was not
stated is slightly larger than that for the all other
group, data analysis by color must be inter-
preted with caution. Based on estimates of
patients discharged for whom color was stated,
those identified as white outnumbered the all
other group by about 7 to 1. As a group, white
patients were older than all other patients, but
those in each age-sex group had shorter average
lengths of stay than the all other group.

Age distribution within hospitals varied by
size of hospital. The smallest hospitals had
proportionately more patients aged 65 years and
over than the largest hospitals, where only 16.7
percent of the patients were 65 years and over.
Average length of stay increased with hospital
size from 6.3 days in the smallest hospitals to
9.0 days in hospitals with 500 beds or more.

Regional differences were apparent in number
of discharges, ranging from 4.9 million in the
West Region to 10.2 million in the South.
Average length of stay was longest in the
Northeast Region, 9.1 days, and lowest in the
West, where length of stay averaged only 6.3
days.

DISCHARGES AND DISCHARGE RATES
Age and Sex

Patients under 15 years of age accounted for
an estimated 4.2 million discharges, or 13.2
percent of all patients discharged from short-
stay hospitals in 1972. Of these, 2.3 percent
were under 1 year, 3.9 percent were 1-4 years,
and 7.0 percent were 5-14 years of age (figure
1). The discharge rate for the group under 15
years of age (73.7 discharges per 1,000 popula-
tion) was lower than that for any other age
group shown in table A. In contrast, the
discharge rate for persons 65 years and over was
832.9 discharges per 1,000 population.

. PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
- 34

AGE

T

............ Ll lg 5.7

45-64 years

65 years and over ... [£21.0

Both sexes  Male

SEX

Figure 1. Percent distl;ibution of patients discharged fr_om
short-stay hospitals by age, according to sex: United States,
1972, '

Males 65 years and over were discharged at a
rate of 360.8 per 1,000 population compared
with the lower rate for females of 312.3 per
1,000. For all age groups, however, discharge
rates for females (excluding deliveries) were -
higher than those for males, 149.2 versus 127.8 -
per 1,000 population. There were more male
than female discharges in each age group under
15 years of age. At under 1 year of age, males
outnumbered females 423,000 to 301,000; at
age 1-4 years, 717,000 to 526,000; and at ages
5-14 vyears, 1,214,000 to 988,000 (table 17).
Within these young age groups there was a
higher percentage of the total male population
than of the female population (figure 1), with
18.7 percent of the male discharges in the age
group under 15 years compared with 9.6 percent
of females.

As shown in table A, the effect of deliveries
can be seen in the trend of discharge rates by
age. The rates for males and for females exclud- -



Table A. Number and rate of discharges and of days of care, and average length of stay for patients discharged from
short-stay hospitals, by age and sex: United States, 1972

Age

Both sexes’

Male

Female

Including
deliveries

Excluding
deliveries

] T -
Under 15 years
15-44 years
45-64 years
BB VEars ANA OVEL v v vt o iv it e rieneararsecasannnnreanans

......................................
.........................................

.........................................

Allages ....ciiiiiinenie i iitnsnnceatansnanannanns
Under 15 years
15-44 years
45-64 years
BOVearsand OVl . v v v vttt ereeaneonnnnaannonsnnns

......................................
-----------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------

Al ages

--------------------------------------

Under 15 years
15-44 years
45-64 years
BByearsand OVeY . ... cittii ittt et a e

.........................................

R I L R I R R R I R I A NI I B

L I T T
Under 15 years
15-44 years
45-64 years
Bbyearsand OVer . ... oiiiet it ie ettt

--------------------------------------
.........................................

.........................................

All ages

Under 15 years
15-44 years
45-64 years
B yearsand OVer . ... oo it ine i iie ittt

-----------------------------------------

Number of discharges in thousands

31,627 12,593 18,996 15,772
4,174 2,354 1,814 1,800
13,331 3,759 9,657 6,353
7,488 3,485 3,993 3,988
6,634 2,995 3,631 3,631

Rate of discharges per 1,000 population

154.9 1278 179.7 149.2

73.7 81.6 65.3 64.8
156.0 910 216.6 144.0
177.2 1738 179.9 179.7
3329 360.8 3123 3123

Number of days of care in thousands

245,060|| 104,037| 140,633 127,658
18,651 10,761 7,851 7,799
75,770 | 25,261 50,393 37,488
69,401 [} 32,751 36,524 36,506
81,2381 35,264 45,865 45,865

Rate of days of care per 1,000 population

1,199.8 1| 1,056.1 1,330.3 1,2075
3295 373.1 282.8 2809
886.8 6115 1,1418 8494

1,642.7 {| 1,633.1 1,645.7 1,644.9

4,076.8 1| 4,248.7 3,944.7 3,944.7

Average length of stay in days
7.7 8.3 74 8.1
45 46 43 4.3
5.7 6.7 5.3 59
9.3 94 9.1 9.2
12.2 11.8 12.6 12.6

1 Figures include data for sex not stated,



ing deliveries increased consistently with increas-
ing age.

Color

Discharge data for patients by color are
shown in table 1 according to the categories
“white,” “all other,” and ‘“‘color not stated.” An
estimated 23.9 million white patients and 3.6
million all other patients for whom color was
reported were discharged from short-stay hos-
pitals in 1972. White patients outnumbered all
other patients by about 7 to 1. Color was not
stated in the medical record summary sheets for
about 4.1 million patients, a number greater
than that for patients identified as all other. The
age-sex distributions of patients for whom color
was not stated suggest that they were propor-
tional in color to those for whom it was stated.

There were more white patients than all other
patients 45 years and over, 47.1 percent and
29.6 percent, respectively. Approximately 1in 5
of the estimated number of white patients was
aged 65 or over compared with 1 in 8 among
patients of races other than white (figure 2).

White patients included 40 percent males and
60 percent females, compared with 36 percent
males and 64 percent females in the all other
category. A smaller percentage of white females
hospitalized for deliveries than all other patients
accounted for most of this difference.

Bed Size of Hospital

For all hospital sizes the percent of patients
under 15 years of age discharged during 1972
was approximately the same, between 13 and 14
percent; however, patients differed appreciably
in the percent distributions for the three age
. groups 15 years and older (table 3). The smallest
hospitals had proportionately fewer discharged
patients aged 15-64 vyears than the largest
hospitals. On the other hand, for the age group
65 years and over, the smallest hospitals had
more patients discharged (25.2 percent) than the
largest hospitals (16.7 percent). In other words,

the smaller the hospital, the more likely that a .

larger percent of its discharged patients would
be found in the oldest age group, and the larger
the hospital, the larger the relative percent of
patients to be found in the age group 15-64
years.

AGE PERCENT DISTRIBUTION

Under 15 years ...

15-44 years.......

65 years and over. . 20.5:

i

S
White Al other
COLOR

Color not stated

Figure 2. Percent distribution of patients discharged from short-
stay hospitals, by color and age: United States, 1972,

This trend by age and hospital size was true
for males and, with the exception of the age
group 45-64 years, for females. The percentages
of female discharges 45-64 years old were
essentially the same (19.9, 19.8, 20.8, 22.1, and
22.4 percent) for each size hospital. When
deliveries were excluded, the trend of increased

- percentage of patients 45-64 years old with

increased hospital size was only slightly apparent
(23.7, 24.0, 25.1, 26.6, and 27.1 percent).

Type of Ownership of Hospital

Voluntary nonprofit hospitals (operated by a
church or other nonprofit organization) cared
for 23.0 million patients in 1972, accounting for
73 percent of all patients discharged from
short-stay hospitals (table 4). Government hos-
pitals (controlled by State or local government)
accounted for 6.7 million discharges, or 21
percent of all patients, and proprietary hospitals
discharged 1.9 million, or 6 percent. There were
relatively few differences in the percent distribu-



tions by age and sex. However, the relative
proportion of male to female discharges varied
with the type of hospital, with government
hospitals recording female discharges 44 percent
greater than for males (3,940,000 and
2,736,000, respectively). Voluntary hospitals
cared for 52 percent more females than males,
and proprietary hospitals cared for 62 percent
more females. When hospitalization for deliver-
ies was excluded, female patients outnumbered
males by 25 percent in all types of hospitals.
There was a noticeable difference between
voluntary and government hospitals in the distri-
bution of patients aged 15-44 vyears: 44.8
percent of patients discharged from government
hospitals were in this age group, while only 41.3
.percent were discharged from voluntary
hospitals.

DAYS OF CARE AND LENGTH
‘ OF STAY

Age and Sex

The rates of days of care by age group ranged
from 231.6 days per 1,000 population aged 5-14
years to 5,326.8 days per 1,000 population aged
75 years and over (table 6). Starting with age
group 5-14 years, the days of care rate increased
with each advance in age. Age groups under 15
years represented 7.6 percent of all days of care;
ages 15-44, 31.0 percent; ages 45-64, 28.3
percent; and ages 65 and over, 33.2 percent.

The average length of stay for patients dis-
charged during 1972 was 7.7 days. Average
length of stay increased with each successive age
group from 4.5 days for patients under age 15 to
12.2 days for patients aged 65 years and over
(table 9). For all age groups, about two-thirds
were discharged within a week (table 7).

The days of care rates per 1,000 population

were lower for females than for males under 15 -

and over 54 years of age (table 6). Deliveries
exerted less influence on the days of care rate
than on the rate of discharges for females
because of the relatively short average length of
stay. The average length of stay for females aged
15-44 years is lowered by approximately half a
day when deliveries are included. Generally
speaking, females under 65 years of age had
shorter lengths of stay than males, and females

65 years and over had longer lengths of stay
(table 9).

Color

Differences between the age and sex distribu-
tions of days of care utilized by white and all
other patients for whom color was stated are
shown in table 8. Patients under age 15 years in
the all other group used a larger proportion
(11.7 percent) of days of care than did white
patients in this age group, who used 7.1 percent.
Among  white  patients, approximately
36 percent of the days of care were provided for
patients under 45 years of age; among all others,
about 55 percent of the days of care were
provided for this age group. For ages 65 years
and over, white patients—both men and
women—used a considerably larger percentage of
days of care than did all other patients, 35.1
percent and 21.2 percent, respectively.

There was little difference in the average
length of stay by color, with white patients
averaging 7.8 days and all other patients 7.9
days per stay (table 9). Average length of stay
for the two color groups was about the same
because the white discharged patients included a
larger percentage of older patients with longer
hospital stays than did the all other group. For
every age and sex group, however, the average
stay was significantly shorter for white patients
than for all others. Regardless of color, males
had a longer length of stay than females includ-
ing deliveries. All other males average 12 days
longer than all other females when deliveries are
excluded, primarily because of the 8.7 day
average length of stay for age group 15-44 years.
White males and those with color not stated had
approximately the same lengths of stay as
females excluding deliveries.

Bed Size of Hospital

Days of care for hospital size also varied by
age. For patients aged 65 years and over, days of
care ranged from 25.5 percent in the largest
hospitals to 41.4 percent in the smallest hos-
pitals (table 12). Days of care of patients aged
15-44 was 27.6 percent in hospitals with fewer
than 100 beds, and 34.9 percent in those with
500 beds or more.



Average length of stay increased as age and
hospital size increased, ranging from 6.3 days in
the smallest hospitals to 9.0 days in the largest
hospitals, and from 4.5 days for the youngest
group to 12.2 days for the oldest group. This
was true for both sexes (table 13). The shortest
length of stay, 3.5 days, was for the age group
under 15 discharged from hospitals with 6-99
beds. The longest length of stay was 13.7 days
for the group 65 years and over discharged from
hospitals with 500 beds or more.

The pattern of length of stay increasing by
size of hospital was true for each of the four
regions. The trend was most evident in the
Northeast and West Regions, where average
length of stay in the largest hospitals exceeded
that in the smallest hospitals by 3.1 days (table
16). This trend was more pronounced for males
than for females in each of the four regions,
regardless of delivery status. For thé male
episodes in the 15-44 age group, the average
length of stay in the largest hospitals was
between 61 and 105 percent longer than that in
the smallest hospitals in each of the regions.

Type of Ownership of Hospital

The 245.1 miillion days of care utilized in
1972 were distributed by ownership of hospital

as follows: voluntary nonprofit hospitals, 183.2 -

million days or 74.7 percent; government hos-
pitals, 49.5 million days or 20.2 percent; and
proprietary hospitals, 12.4 million days or 5.1
percent (table 14).

The relative proportion of males to females
varied considerably among the three types of
hospitals for days of care provided. In govern-
ment hospitals, days of care provided for fe-
males including deliveries was 23 percent greater
than the days for males; in voluntary nonprofit
hospitals, days of care provided for females was
37 percent greater- than for males; and in

- proprietary hospitals, days of care for females
was 60 percent greater than for males.

Average length of stay was consistently
shorter in proprietary hospitals than in volun-
tary nonprofit hospitals for both sexes and all

age groups. Average length of stay in govern- -

ment hospitals was also shorter than in volun-
tary nonprofit hospitals for both sexes and all
age groups except under 15 years, where average

length of stay was longer in the government
hospitals (table 15). For all age groups under 65
years, the average length of stay in proprietary
hospitals was shorter than in the other hospital
ownership groups for both sexes, excluding
deliveries, and all age groups. The difference
Between lengths of stay for males and females
including deliveries was small for proprietary
hospitals, and approximately 1 day for volun-
tary nonprofit and government hospitals. The
average length of stay was about the same for
both sexes. when deliveries are excluded. For the
group 15-44 years old, the average length of stay
for males varied between % day and 1'% days
longer than that for females, regardless of
delivery status, for each type of hospital.

GEOGRAPHIC REGION

Age and Sex

The number of discharges in 1972 by geo-
graphic region ranged from 4.9 million in the
West Region to 10.2 million in the South Region
(tables 2 and 5). The number of discharges per
1,000 population ranged from an estimated
139 $ in the West Region to 166.3 in the North
Central 'Region. Among the age groups the
greatest relative difference was found in the
under 15 group, 59.7 and 86.1 per 1,000
population in the West and North Central
Regions, respectively (table B).

The number of days of care per 1,000

‘populatlon followed a similar pattern, bemg

lowest in the West Region and highest in the
North Central Region. The rates were 881.3
days and 1,329.1 days, respectively, a difference
of 50.0 percent. For patients under 15 years,
these two regions differed even more signifi-
cantly, with the days of care per 1,000 in the
North Central Region being 85 percent higher
than those in the West Region (395.4 and 214.1
days of care).

Average length of stay in days was highest in
the Northeast Region and, again, lowest in the
West Region: 9.1 days and 6.3 days, .respec-
tively. This pattern was consistent for all age
groups, with the difference between the North-
east ‘and the Wést Regions being greatest in 'the
65 years and over age group, 14.8 and 10.0 days,
respectively, a difference of 48.0 percent.



Table B. Rate of discharges and of days of care and average length of stay for patients discharged from short-stay
hospitals, by age and geographic region: United States, 1972

Age A.“ Northeast North South West
regions Central
Rate of discharge per 1,000 population

Y 1 T -3 154.9 145.3 166.3 160.7 139.3
Under 15 Years . .. oot ienernnneeenaneanennansannnssn 73.7 67.3 86.1 75.1 59.7
1544 YRaIS ..o vi et eerteeesaansennsanssseanneans 156.0 146.2 163.6 164.4 142.4
T Y- - 177.2 164.9 194.4 1785 166.2
BB Yearsand OVer & .o vi it it it iiserse et aeannnnenn 332.9 299.3 3494 355.4 313.2

Rate of days of care per 1,000 population

Allages . voiiiiie ittt it teeatteant e 1,199.9 1,319.9 | 1,329.1 | 1,168.2 881.3
Under 1B years ... .c.iiein i it iiiineeanrearnnnanananns 3295 3333 3954 331.0 214.1
R LY L 886.8 917.8 980.2 900.3 675.5
T R | - 1,642.7 1,791.8 | 18644 | 15270 | 1,259.8
B5vearsand Over ... vveitri et i e e e 4,076.8 44328 | 4379.3 | 399856 | 3,116.9

Average length of stay in days

Allages ..ottt ittt e 7.7 9.1 8.0 7.3 6.3
Under 15years ..o eue st i ientinenernnesnoaeerennennes 4.5 5.0 4.6 4.4 3.6
1544 YEAS e e 5.7 6.3 6.0 55 4.7
A5-B4Years v viieiie ettt 9.3 108 9.6 8.6 7.6
B5yearsand OVer ... i iiiy ittt it 12.2 14.8 125 11.3 10.0

The average length of stay showed the same
age and regional trends, with length of stay for
both sexes being longest in the Northeast Region
for the age group 65 years and over, and shortest
in the West Region for the group under 15 years.
Average length of stay was slightly longer for
males, in all regions, but females 65 years and
over in each of the four regions had longer stays
than did males in this age group (table 11).

Color
Color differences were found among the

regions in the rate of discharges. The Northeast
Region had the highest proportion of white

' hospitalized, 9.3

discharges (81.0 percent) and the North Central
Region the lowest (70.2 percent) (figure 3). The
South had the smallest proportion of its patients
in the ‘“not stated” category, 7.0 percent, in
contrast to the North Central Region, which had
22.3 percent listed as not stated.

Deliveries accounted for a smaller proportion
of white patients than of all other patients
percent and 15.8 percent,
respectively (figure 4). For all regions, deliveries
accounted for a smaller proportion of the total
discharges for white patients than for all others.

Average length of stay by color also varied
among regions. In the Northeast, South, and
West Regions, white patients had shorter stays
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Figure 3. Percent distribution of patients discharged from short-
stay hospitals, by geographic region and color: United States,
1972,
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than all others (figure 5), but in the North
Central Region white patients had longer stays.
Excluding deliveries, about 51.9 percent of the
white patients were 45 years of age and over in
every region (figure 6), whereas only 35.1
percent of all other patients were 45 years or
older.

For the population aged 15 and over, regional
differences were found for patients in the all
other color category aged 15-44 years. Over 65
percent of all other patients in the Northeast
and North Central Regions were aged 15-44
years, compared with 62.9 percent in the South
and 60 percent in the West (Table C).

Average length of stay of patients aged 65 and
over in the all other color category varied
considerably by region, from 11.1 days in the
West to 21.0 in the Northeast (Table D).

CONCLUSION

Analysis of estimates on the utilization of
short-stay hospitals in the United States for
1972 in terms of age, sex, race, hospital size and

[:l All other & White Color not stated

REGION

All regions.........

Northeast

North Central......

South ........... .

AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY IN DAYS

Figure 4. Percentage of deliveries of total discharges from
short-stay hospitals, by geographic region and color: United
States, 1972,

Figure 5. Average length of stay for patients discharged from
_ short-stay hospitals, by geographic region and color: United .
States, 1972.



Table C. Number and percent distribution of patients 15 years and over discharged from short-stay hospitals by
geographic region and age, according to color: United States, 1972

. . All Color All Color
Geographic region and Total White other not Total || White | other not
age colors stated colors | stated
' "Number in thousands Percent distribution
United States
15yearsandover .............. 27,453 | 20,858 3,012 3,584 | 100.0]| 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
1544 Years. ..cvvvrvennonecrcannns 13,331 9,602 1,948 1,781 48.6 4601 64.7 49.7
A5-B4 YearS . o v vt vveiien e 7,488 5,900 632 955 27.3 28.3 210 26.7
65yearsandover ...........c.0untn 6,634 5,356 432 847 24.2 25.7 14.3 23.6
Northeast
15vyearsandover .............. 6,248 5,075 642 532 { 100.0|; 100.0} 100.0 100.0
1544 Years . .ooo v eenrneeanneeenen 2,935 2,242 419 273 470 44,2 65.4 51.4
AB-BA YRArS v v v oo ettt 1,806 1,607 153 146 289 29.7 23.8 275
B5vearsand OVEr ... .cvvevinnneaens 1,607 1,326 69 112 241 26.1 10.7 21.1
North Central
15yearsandover .............. 8,060 5,678 80 1,802 { 100.0)} 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
1544 years. .. coviieeneeennenanns 3,874 2,675 413 886 48.1 453 71.3 49.2
AB-BAYEarS oo v it ia e 2,237 1,631 110 497 278 28.7 19.0 27.6
65yearsandover .. ... 1,948 1.473 56 419 242 259 9.7 23.2
South
15yearsandover .............. 8,836 6,787 1411 638 | 100.0(} 1000 | 100.0 100.0
1544 y¥ears . oo v veveveneeennenens 4,368 3,183 887 297 494 46.9 62.9 46.6
A5-B4 Years .. .ot 2,264 1,842 275 147 25.6 27.1 1956 23.0
B5yearsandover .......c.iiveneenn 2,204 1,761 249 194 249 26.0 17.6 304
West
15yearsandover .............. 4,309 3,317 379 612 | 100.0|{ 1000 | 100.0 100.0
1544 years. ..covveveieeeninnnnnas 2,154 1,601 228 325 50.0 48.3 60.0 53.1
4564 Vears....conceeneerenaennnns 1,180 921 94 165 274 278 2438 26.9
65yearsandover .........oiiinnn, 975 795 58 123 | 226| 240 15.2 20.0




Table D. Average length of stay for patients 15 years and over discharged from short-stay hospitals, by geographic

region, age, and color: United States, 1972

Geographic region and age

Total

White

Al
other
colors

Color
not
stated

United States
15 Years AN OVEr . .. utiv it iv e e i enstnaanransasansannnsassnensss
TB-d4 YRAIS v v v vv v eernneerrarassneanraseasrassassrassartassasenas

AD-BAYRAIS . vvivriiai et N
B YEArs ANd OVEr . . v i i i ittt ti e s et sansennsnoreananressnnarsernaaans

1O Vears AN OVl . .t ie ittt n e asaaerns s

T T T
AB-BAVEAIS v vcvvsaeernneenes oo atternaesanr e eaaanrnas
B Years AN OVEr . v v v ittt s s e e st aas o sasanarossatneans e

15 yearsand OVer . ..o vttt ittt et ittt e e

1544 vears ...vovennnnnn.n. e e
L T Y. | I
Bhyearsandover ... ....... . ittt e ereaat e

1o yearsanNd OVer . .. v .t iive it i i es s iate sttt

B4 YEAIS + v v e v veen v vveeeeeasuonnnesssanssonasosaorasannnnsssaee
A B YOAIS + it ittt et aa et e et a et
BD YRArS AN OVBr . . v oottt enacecnnnaasssnas sasensvsesaesannannsnse

T years anNd OVl o v v v ittt ittt it tenencc et

LT
T YT
BD years ANd OVEr . ... i vt is it i s nee ettt et e s

Average length of stay in days

82| 83| 84 7.9
5.7 5.6 6.3 6.5
o3| 92| 110 8.9
12211 122 140] 117
9.7l 97| 104| 87
63|l 61| 78 5.8
109| 17| 134| 100
148] 145| 210] 141
g6l 87| 84 8.1
60l 61| 68 55
96| 95| 119 9.3
125] 125| 154| 123
77l 76| 78 82
55| 53| 58 6.7
86| 83| 101 86
13| 112] 124| 105
67| 68| 7. 6.1
a7l 47| 53 44
76| 76| 87 6.9
100f 100 114 0.4
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REGION

All regions.......

West..oveerionan |-t

TR TR
XX, IO
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North Central.... |

Northeast

& White ‘ 1 i | o L [l ]

All other PERCENT

Figure 6. Percentage of patients aged 45 years and over of total
inpatients discharged from short-stay hospitals, excluding
deliveries, by geographic rggfop and color: United States,
1972, ’

ownership, and regions, based on the Hospital
Discharge Survey, can be summarized as follows:
1. Patients under 15 years of age had the
lowest rates of discharges and days of care

per 1,000 population and the shortest
average length of stay of any age group.
Rate of discharge, rate of days of care, and
average length of stay increased with age.

2. Female patients overall had higher dis-
charge and days of care rates than did male
patients, but male rates were higher than
those of females for age groups less than 15

N

and 65 years or over. Average length of
stay was longer for female patients aged 65
years and over.

White patients were generally older than
patients in the all other category, had a
greater proportion of females (but with
proportionally fewer deliveries), and had a
shorter average length of stay for each age
and sex group.

. Small hospitals tended to have a greater

proportion of patients in the oldest age
group, and large hospitals had proportion-
ately more of their patients in the 15-64
age group. Average length of stay was
shortest in the smallest hospitals and in-
creased steadily with hospital size.
Voluntary hospitals cared for almost three-
quarters of all patients discharged and
reported female discharges 52 percent
greater than male discharges. Voluntary
nonprofit hospitals had the longest average
length of stay and proprietary hospitals had
the shortest.

The North Central Region had the highest
rate of discharges and days of care per
1,000 population, and the West Region had
the lowest rates. Average length of stay was
also lowest in the West Region.

In general, patients under 15 years of age
admitted to hospitals with less than 100
beds in the West Region had the shortest
hospital episodes, whereas female patients
65 years and over admitted to hospitals
with 500 beds or more located in the
Northeast Region had the longest average
length of stay.

A more complete analysis of the interrelation-
ships among these variables and their effects on
reported estimates is not possible due to the
sampling errors inherent in the statistical design.

11
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TABLE 1.

COLOR AND AGE OF PATIEVTy

1972

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION NF PATIENTS DISGHARGED FROM SHORT-S$STAY HUSPITALS BY
ACCORDING TD SEX: UNITED STATES,

FEMALE | FEMALE FEMALE | FEMALE
INCLUD- | EXCLUD- , INCLUD- | EXCLUD-
COLOR AND AGE 17 BOTH|| MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH|| = maLE NG “ING
SEXES DELIV- | DELIV- | SEXES DELIV- | DELTV-
ERIES ERIES ERIES ERIES
NUMBER OF PATIENTS DTSCHARGED PEPCENT DISTRIBUTION
TOTAL IN THOUSANDS
ALL AGESeeeeo.| 31,627 12,593 | 18,996 | 15,772| 100.0 100.0 100.0 160.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeeeo| 4,174 243564 1,814 1,800 13.2 18.7 9.6 1.4
15-44 YEARS.esseass | 13,331 3,759 9,557 6,353 42,2 29.9 50.3 40,3
45-64 YEARSesuweasas | T1488 3,485 3,993 3,988 23.7 27.7 21.0 © 25.3
65 YEARS AND OVER.. | 6+634 2,995 3,631 3,631 31.0 23.8 19.1 23.0
WHITE
ALL AGESea.seoo| 23,907 9,671 14,229 | 12,004| 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARS.eeees | 3,049 1,708 1,340 1,335 12.8 17.7 9.4 1i.1
15-44 YEARSeesssees| 99602 2,790 64810 4,591 40.2 28.8 47.9, 38.3
45-64 YEARSesesawes| 5,900 2,752 3,147 3,144 26,7 28.5 22.1 26.2
65 YEARS AND OVER.. | 5,356 2,421 2,932 2,932 22.4||  25.0 20.6 24,4
ALL OTHER
ALL AGES.eeees | 3,598 i,305 2,290 1,721 |  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.9
UNDER, 15 YEARSaeees. 586 332 254 246 16.3 25.5 11.1 14.3
15-44 YEARSeeseeees | 1,948 474 1,473 912- 54.1 3644 6403 53.0
45-64 YEARSssnssoss 632 289 342 341 17:6 22.2 14.9 19.8
65 YEARS AND DVER.. 432 209 222 222 12.0 16.0 [ - 9.7 ‘12.9
COLCOR NOT STATED
ALL AGESessees | 4,123 1,617 2,476 2,048 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeas. 539 314 220 219 13.1 19.4 8.9 10.7
15-44 YEARSeeeeesss | 14781 495 1,275 850 43.2 30.6 51.5 41.5
4564 YEARS.sonown s 955 443 504 503 23.2 27.4 20.4 26.6
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 847 365 476 476 20.5 22.6 19.2 23.3

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TARLE 2. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FRIM SHMRT-STAY HNSPITALS BY'
GEOGRAPHIC REGION AND AGE, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1972

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWRNRN INFANTS)

FEMALE | FEMALE FEMALE | FEMALE
INCLUD~ | EXCLUD- INCLUD= | EXCLUI-
REGITN AMD AGE 17 BOTH|| MaLE ING ING 17 BOTH|| MALE ING ING
SEXES DELIV~ | DELIV- | SEXES DELIV- | DELIV-
ERTES ERIES ERTES ERIES
NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
UNITED STATES IN T4OUSANDS

ALL AGFSeeeess| 31,627| 124593 18,996 15,772 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeea.| 49174 2,354 1,814 1,800 13.2 18.7 2.6 11.4
15-44 YEARSaeeeeeass| 13,331 3,759 9,557 6,353 42,2 29.9 50.3 40.3
45-64 YEARSeesseees| To488 3,485 3,993 3,988 23.7 27.7 . 21.9 25.3
65 YEARS AND OVER..| 6,634 2,995 3,631 3,631 21.0 23.8 19.1 23.0

VORTHEAST

ALL AGESeeeeoss| 75120 2,839 4y272 3,559  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeea.. 871 494 376 374 12.2 17.4 8.8 10.5
15-44 YEARSeeeescees 2,935 796 2,137 1,427 41.2 28.0 50.0 40.1
45-64 YEARSaseesnea| 1,806 850 953 952 25.4 29.9 22.3 26,8
65 YEARS AND OVER..| 1,507 699 805 805 21.2 24.6 18.9 22.6

NORTH CENTRAL
" ALL AGESeees..| 95434 3,807 5,616 4,690 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeee.o| 1,375 779 593 589 14.6 20.5| 10.6 12.6
15-44 YEARSaeaeewees | 34874 1,120 2,749 1,829 41.1 29.4 49,0 39.0
45-64 YEARSeeseeses | 29237 1,044 1,190 1,189 23.7 27.4 21.2 25.4
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 1,948 863 1,083 1,083 20.7 22.7|  19.3 23.1
SOUTH ' '

ALL AGESeeeeeo | 10,179 3,967 64200 5,109 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 100:0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeeoo 1,343 747 594 588 13.2 18.8 9.6 11.5
15-44 YEARS.eeeeceea | 49368 1,199 3,164 2,081 42,9 30.2 51.0 40.7
45654 YEARSeaeceees | 24264 1,037 1,225 1,223 22.2 26.1 19.8 23.9
65 YEAPS AND OVER..| 2,204 984 1,217 1,217 21.6 24.8 19.6 23.8

'WEST

ALL AGESeeewes | . &4y89% 1,980 2,908 2,415| 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSewsss 585 334 250 248 12.0 1649 8.6 10.3
15-44 YEARSeaeeesses 2,154 645 1,507 1,016 4440 32.6 51.8 42.1
45-664 YEARSeeoweseoes| 1,180 553 625 624 24,1 27.9 21.5 25.9
65.YEARS AND OVER.. 975 448 526 526 19.9 22.6 18.1 21.8

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 3.

BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL AND AGE JF PATIENT,

NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM

ACCORDING TD SEX:

1972

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

SHIRT-STAY HDSPITALS BY
UNITED STATES,

FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE
INCLUD- EXCLUD- INZLUD- EXCLUD-
BED SIZE OF 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH MALE ~ING ING
HOSPITAL AND AGE SEXES DELIV- DELIV- SEXES DELIV- DELIV-
ERIES ERIES ERIES ERIES
NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
ALl SIZES IN THOUSANDS
ALL AGESeccsee 31,627 12,593 18,996 15,772 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARS«cees 49174 24354 1,814 1,800 13.2 18.7 9.6 ll.4
15-44 YEARSceseeoee 13,331 34759 94557 64353 4242 29.9 50.3 4043
45-64 YEARSeaessose T+488 34485 34992 34988 2347 27.7 21.0 25.3
65 YEARS AND DVER.. 649634 24995 3,631 3,631 21.0 23.8 19.1 23.0
6-99 BEDS
ALL AGES.eeeas 65825 24685 44133 34468 100.0 .100.0 100.0’ 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARScsees 859 480 378 376 12.6 17.9 9.2 10.9
1544 YEARSeeecoeeaes 2,748 767 1,977 1,315 40.3 2846 47.8 37.9
45-64 YEARSeeceooee 1,500 677 822 821 2240 25.2 19.9 23.7
65 YEARS AND NVERa. 1,718 761 956 956 2542 28.3 23.1 275
100-199 BEDS
ALL AGESeeceee 54909 24331 3,570 24949 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEAPS.sees 8l1 454 356 354 13.7 19.5 10.0 12.0
15-44 YEARSeeeecose 24481 678 1,802 1,185 4240 29.1 50.5 40.2
45-64 YEARSeeeoseoos 1,314 604 708 707 2242 25.9 19.8 24.0
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 1,302 596 704 704 220 25.6 19.7 23.9
200-299 BEDS
ALL AGESecesce 54385 24179 3,196 24647 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNMBER 15 YEARS.eeee 755 432 322 319 14,0 19.8 10.1 12.1
15-44 YEARSeeewawee 24,234 641 1,589 1,044 41.5 29.4 49.7 39.4
45-64 YEARSeeoeosae 1,269 602 665 663 23.6 27.6 20.8 25.1
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 1,126 504 621 621 20.9 23.1 19.4 23.5
300-499 BEDS
ALL AGES.ecees 74509 29979 44520 3,756 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeesoe 977 545 430 428 13.0 18.3 9.5 ll1.4
15-44 YEARSceueoaes 34165 892 24269 1,507 42.1 30.0 50.2 40. )
45-64 YEARSeeeesoee 1,884 883 998 997 25.1 29.7 22.1 2646
65 YEARS AND QOVEP.. 1,483 658 823 823 19.7 22.1 18.2 21.9
500 BEDS OR MORE
ALL AGESeceeee 6,000 24419 3,575 2+951 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeeoe 772 444 328 322 12.9 18.3 9.2 10.9
15-44 YEARSeacesnee 24702 781 1,920 1,302 45.0 32.3 53.7 441
45-64 YEARSceeoceon 1.520 719 800 800 2543 29.7 224 27.1
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 1,005 476 527 527 16.7 19.7 14.7 17.9

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FDR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 4. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT—-STAY HDSPITALS BY
TYPE OF OWNERSHIP OF HOSPITAL AND AGE OF PATIENT, ACCORDING T3 SEXs UNITED STATES, 1972
iDISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

FEMALE FEMALE | FEMALE FEMALE
INCLUD- EXCLYD- INCLUD~ | EXCLUD-
TYPE OF OWNERSHIP 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING
AND AGE SEXES DELIV- DELIV- SEXES BELIV- DELIV-
ERIES ERIES ERIES ERIES
NUMBER OF DISCHARGFED PATIENTS PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
ALL TYPES IN THOUSANDS
ALt TFES d
ALL AGESeececse 314627 12,593 18,996 15,772 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARS.seeco 49174 243564 1,814 1,800 13.2 18.7 9.6 1l.4
15-44 YEARSecececoes 13,331 34759 94557 64353 4242 29.9 50.3 4043
45-64 YEARSeecccoose T+488 3,485 3,993 34988 2347 277 21.0 25.3
65 YEARS AND NVER..« 61634 24995 34631 3,631 21.0 23.8 19.1 23.0
VOLUNTARY NONPROFIT
ALL AGESseseecee 23,014 95123 13,863 11,516 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDFR 15 YEARSeceseeo 3,003 -1,689 1,309 1,301 13.0 18.5 9e4 11.3
15-44 YEARSeweccosses 9,514 24616 64888 44552 41.3 2847 49.7 39.5
45—64 YEARSeceeseanece 54609 24612 24990 24987 244 28.6 21.6 25.9
65 YEARS AND OVER... 4,889 24206 2:676 24676 21l.2 242 19.32 23.2
GOVERNMENT
ALL AGESseeacess 64685 2,736 3+940 34183 100.0. '100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeaeeoeeo 923 526 395 389 13.8 19.2 10.0 12.2
15-44 YEARSeeesccses 2,993 927 2,082 1,332 4448 33.1 52.8 41.9
45—-64 YEARSeecoscoae l+434% 681 751 T49 2l.4 2449 19.1 23.5
.65 YEARS AND OVER... 14336 623 712 712 20.0 22.8 18.1 22.4
PROPRIETARY
ALL AGESeeecces | ~ 1,928 134 1,192 1,074 100.0 100.0 100.0 .100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeeees 249 139 110 110 12.9 18.9 9.2 10.2
15-44 YEARSceceoocoe 824 236 587 469 42,7 32.2 4943 4347
45-64 YEARS.ccevosae 445 192 252 252 23.1 2642 21.2 23.5
65 YEARS AND OVER... 409 167 242 242 21.2 22.7 20.3 22.6
1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 5. NUMBER OF PATTIENTS DI SCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS AND DAYS OF CARE, BY SEX, AGF,

GEDGRAPHIC REGION,

AND BED SIZF OF HOSPITAL: UNITED STATES, 1972

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN IMFANTS)

BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL

SEX, AGE, AND REGION 500 500
ALL 6-99 100- BEDS ALL 6-99 100~ BEDS
SIZES BEDS 499 OR SIZES REDS 499 Or
BEDS MORE BEDS MORE
NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED NUMBEﬁ DF DAYS DF CARE
1/ BOTH SEXES IN THOUSANDS IN THOUSANDS
UNTTED STATESeesecesceceel 319627 6,825| 18,802 6,000 245,060 43,208 1474925 53,928
UNDER 15 YEARSiseevessccccssce 49174 859 2,543 | 772 18,651 3,026 11,051 44574
15-44 YEARSeceeoscessencsncae| 13,331 21748 74880 2,702 754770 11,920 45,003 18,848
45-64 YEARSeeesoocsascassncas 74488 1,500 44468 1,520 694401 104393 42,270 16,737
65 YEARS AND OVERedeeeocosvess 64634 1,718 3,911 1,005 81,238 17+869| 49,601 134768
NORTHEAST ceewsonsncavene 7,120 602 5,182 1,336 644688 49474 | 46,165 14,049
UNDER 15 YEARSc.eecenacscsacvnece 871 68 644 159 44316 261 3,048 1,007
15-44 YEARSeesesssacvrecsannse 24935 228 2,101 606 18,420 1,090 12,576 4754
45—64 YEARSeeeessecevacancons 1,806 146 1,317 343 19,633 1,172} 14,133 49328
65 YEARS AND OVER.ceeecassccs 1,507 160 1,120 227 224319 1,951 ] 16,408 34960
NORTH CENTRALccecesoceans 9434 14535 5,750 24149 75,398 10,679 454379 1913;1
UNDER 15 YEARSeceveovcnssasas 1,375 212 852 311 6,312 748 3,763 1,801
1544 YEARSeeecvoesccrccanssee 3,874 548 24413 914 23,210 25624 14,258 64328
45-64 YEARSeeeecccnsvsncsccas 24237 343 1,316 577 21,457 2:600| 12,479 64378
65 YEARS AND OVERecocsseccoes 1,948 432 1,169 347 241419 4y706| 14,879 44834
SOUTHseewcosncsvacssases | 104179 34364 4,780 24035 T44012 21,655] 35,614 164742
UNDER 15 YEARS:cveecavcscccasnes 1,343 402 680 . 261 54925 1756? " 2,868 14495
15-44 YEARSesceesccevsccccnes 44368 1,385 2,043 940 234921 64038 11,676 64207
45-64 YEARSeoececocevescsscen 24264 702 1,087 476 |- 19,4370 44 860 9,645 4,865
65 YEARS AND OVERueeeavcocase 24204 875 970 359 244795 9,195 11,425 44175
WESTeveeceareccacscancen 449894 1,324 34090 430 30,962 6,399 | 20,768 3,795
UNDER 15 YEARSacceescecsocccsa 585 177 367 41 2,097 || 454 1,372 271
15~44 YEARSeeececnssesocasces 2,154 588 1,324 242 10,219 2,168 64493 14558
45—64 YEARSeveeeasscosccscnes 1,180 308 748 124 8,941 1,761 6,014 1,166
65 YEARS AND OVERaeeseccccccee 975 251 652 72 9,706 2.017 64889 800
MALE
UNITED STATES.eevececeses | 12,593 2+ 685 T+489 2+419 | 104,037 17,672 62,267 24,099
UNDER 15 YEARSeceeccacscacascas 2,354 480 1,430 444 10,761 1,725 64320 2,716
15-44 YEARSeeeessccsseconseons 3,759 787 2,211 781 25+ 261 3,645 144845 6,772
45-64 YEARSeeasesccenccencces 3,485 677 2,089 719 324751 49704 | 194844 8,203
65 YEARS AND OVERcceeessccses 24995 761 1,759 476 35,264 7,598 | 21,259 65408
NORTHEAST eeceecescncnces 2+839 264 24041 534 28,228 1,971 19,675 64582
UNDER 15 YEARSceecocsesosccse 494 39 366 89 29530 © 153 1,773 604
15-44 YEARScesecescesesccascs 796 75 553° 168 6+421 405 44146 14870
45-64 YEARSececasocconnssscss 850 80 614 157 9y394 595 64692 2,107
65 YEARS AND DVEPccevcesosaes 699 71 - 509 119 | 9,883 818| -7,065 2,001

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 5. NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT~STAY HOSPITALS AND DAYS OF CARE, BY
GEOGRAPHIC REGION,

AND BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL: UNITED STATES,

SEX
1972--C3N.

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

+ AGE,

BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL

SEX, AGEs AND REGION . 500 500
ALL 6-99 100~ BEDS ALL 6-99 100- BEDS
SIZES BEDS 499 OR SIZES BEDS 499 OR
y BEDS MORE BEDS MORE
NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE
MALE——CON. IN THOUSANDS IN THOUSANDS
NORTH CENTRALsecccosscee 3,807 627 24289 890 314674 44421 | 18.805 8+448
UNDER 15 YEARSesecessccsccsss 779 116 478 i85 34603 400 2+150 1,053
15-44 YEARSeesosevsconcanscoe 1,120 163 686 271 7,580 840 44516 24224
45—64 YEARSscocscocavocsssens 1,044 153 615 276 10,028 1,200 5:794 3,034
65 YEARS AND QVERGeevocvessces 863 195 511 158 10,463 1,980 69344.| 2,138
SOUTHeseeosecasccocscccce 3,967 1,275 1,898 794 304550 81662 | 144632 T7+256
UNDER 15 YEARSesccesscscsssas T47 225 377 145 34365 913 1,584 869
15-44 YEARS e eaccsccoanscscee 1,199 361 577 260 T+649 1,732 34839 2,077
45~64 YEARSeecseaccesesonncesn 1,037 310 503 224 8,954 2:147 44401 2+406
65 YEARS AND OVEReoeveccsacecss 984 379 440 165 10,582 3,870 4,808 1,903
WESTeeeovcacenscccccnasce 1,980 518 1.261 201 13.586 24618 94155 1,813
UNDER 15 YEARSeessssccsescscs 334 100 209 24 1,263 259 813 191
15-44 YEARSeecescoceccscscase 645 168 396 a1 3,611 667 29344 601
45—-64 YEARSceecesecsoccosvcosses 553 134 358 61 44375 762 2,957 656
65 YEARS AND OVERcesocvssssecs 448 115 298 35 44336 929 3,041 365
FEMALE INCLUDING DELIVERIES
UNITED STATESeceecccnces | 18,996 4,133 | 11,287 3,575 | 1404633 25+448 | 854426 29,759
UNDER 15 YEARSeeoecesccsessece 1,814 378 1.108 228 7.851 1,297 44705 1,849
15-44 YEARSceecesccoccscssecns 94557 1,977 54660 1,920 50,393 8,251 | 30,087 12,055
45-64 YEARSceeseososssosasess 34993 822 24371, 800 369524 5,664 | 224346 84514
65 YEARS AND OVERcecesacsccsscs 3+631 956 24148 527 45, 865 104235 | 28,289 7+340
NORTHEASTeccessanccscnae 44272 336 34135 801 3649344 29472 264425 T+447
UNDER 15 YEARSeeecaecosccacess 376 29 277 70 1,780 107 1,270 403
15-44 YEARSecoeseccccscssscnse 2,137 153 1,546 438 11,968 684 84404 2,881
45-64 YEARSeeeoscccccccscccae 953 66 701 186 |. 10,190 562 T+420 2.208
65 YEARS AND OVERececcesecccees 805 88 609 108 124405 1,120 9,330 1,955
NORTH CENTRALeeescecsnssn 54616 907 34452 1,257 434 615 64252 | 264492 10,872
UNDER 15 YEARSeeceececesccccecs 593 95 372 126 24700 348 1,604 748
15-44 YEARSeecsescoccsscsccsas 24749 384 1,724 642 15,591 1,781 9,718 45093
45=-64 YEARScseceevocannnssnes 1,190 190 699 301 11,395 1,399 64653 34343
65 YEARS AND OVERcaececesscee 1,083 237 657 188 13,929 2+ 724 84518 24688
SOUTHeeeseescccssscansas 65200 24086 24876 1,238 43,354 124953 | 20+939 9:462
UNDER 15 YEARS+seesscenccescss 594 177 302 115 21542 648 1,275 618
15~44 YEARSceeceeocnssoscsscs 3,164 1,022 11464 679 164252 49296 7,830 44126
45—64 YEARSeaceceosescescacace 1,225 392 582 251 10,388 234704 59229 21454
65 YEARS AND OVERccewescosens 1,217 495 528 193 144172 59304 6,605 2+264
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TABLE 5. NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS AND DAYS OF CARE, BY SEXs AGEs
1972--CON.

GEMNGRAPHIC REGION,

AND BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL:

UNITED STATES,

(DI SCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

BED SIZF OF HNSPITAL

SEXs AGE, AND REGION

500

ALL 6-99 100- | BEDS
SIZES BEDS | 499 or
BEDS | MORE

ALL
SIZES

6-99
BEDS

100~
499
BEDS

500
BEDS
AR
MORE

FEMALE INCLUDING
DEL IVERIES——CON.

WESTeeesosecoancsccncanse

NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED
IN THOUSANDS :

NUMBER NF DAYS NF CARE

IN THOUSANDS

UNDER 15 YEARSesececcevsccnss
1544 YEARSeeoessscececcnncne
45-64 YEARSeeseecesscccnsccas
65 YEARS AND UOVERececcacscscse

FEMALE EXCLUDING DELIVERIES

UNITED STATESececsccscne

UNDER 15 YEARSeeesnecosccacesse
15-44 YEARS:ecessssscsncacsce
45-64 YEARSeeoeecesvcsssocasne
65 YEARS AND OVERcscecceosnce

NORTHEASTeesecseasccencee

UNDER 15 YEARSescewsceccccass
15-44 YEARSeeavscccocccsccsscse
45-64 YEARSeeeescoceosacscscce
65 YEARS AMD NVERcsecssscsecs

NORTH CENTRALceceaccccnee

UNDER 15 YEARSseccoessccoscnsns
15-44 YEARSceecscecscencocens
45-64 YEARSeeeeccccccnncesace
65 YEARS AND OVERcevesesscnace

SOUTHees o secovnccnsecsces

UNDER '15 YEARSceeoescesscsnss
1544 YEARSucscescercscsscces
45—=64 YEARSecesscocsescasccse
65 YEARS AND NVER ceeesssessese

WESTeeoscescscccnnancanss

UNDER '15 YEARSeweeoosccscccas
15~44 YEARSecosseecoscscscccns
45-64 YEARSeeeoocee essecoee
65 YEARS AND OVERecscsccoscaee

20

24908 805 14825 279 17,319 3,7711] 11,570 1,978
250 77 157 17 829 194 555 80
1,507 419 927 161 64581 1, 491 44135 955
625 173 389 63 44551 998 3,044 509
526 135 353 37 54357 1,087 3,836 434
15,772 34468 9,353 24951 | 127,658 234240 | 774493 264925
1,800 376 1,101 322 T+799 . 1,291 49681 1,828
64353 1,315 34736 1,302 37,488 6,052 | 224191 94245
3,988 821 24368 800 364506 5y662 | 224333 84512
3,631 956 29148 527 45,865 10,235 | 28,289 72340 -
3,559 285 29587 687 33,028 24268 | 23,899 62902
374 29 277 69 1,772 106 1,268 398
1,427 103 1,000 324 89666 480 S5y845 24341
952 56 700 186 10,185 562 T+416 24208
805 88 609 108 124405 1,120 9,330 1,955
449690 777 24861 1,052 3@1569 5;729 23,938 9,901
589 95 370 124 29685 346 1,597 742
1,829 255 1,135 439 11,564 1,260 T:174 3,130
1,189 130 698 300 11,391 1,399 649650 34341
1,083 237 657 188 13,929 2,724 8,518 24688
59109 1,737 24392 980 39,336 {| ‘114888 | 194150 84298
588 177 299 112 29521 646 1,266 609
2,081 674 984 423 12,260 3,235 64054 2,971
14223 391 581 251 10,382 2,703 59226 21454
1,217 495 528 193 14,172 55304 64605 2+264
2+415 669 1,513 233 15,725 34356 | 10+545 17?24
248 76 155 17 822 192 550 79
1,016 283 616 117 49998 1,077 3,118 802
624 173 388 63 4y 548 998 39041 509
526 135 353 37 54357 1,087 3,836 434



TABLE 6. NUMBER, PERCENT DISTRIBUTION, AND RATE OF DAYS OF CARE, AVERAGE NUMBER O0OF HOSPITAL’

BEDS OCCUPIED DAILY, AND AVERAGE 'LENGTH OF STAY

TALSy BY SEX AND AGE: UNITED STATES,

1972

FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPI-

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

PO PONION® +

DAYS OF CARE
SEX AND AGE 1/ MUMBER 0OF AVERAGE
NUMBER RATE PER HOSPITAL" BEDS LENGTH OF
IN PERCENT 1,000 OCCUPIED DAILY STAY IN DAYS
THOUSANDS | DISTRIBUTION | POPULATION

2/ BOTH SEXES

ALL AGESececscccece 2454060 100.0 14199.9 328.7 Te7
UNDER 1 YEAReceeoocasass 44293 1.8 1,285.3 352.1 5.9
1-4 YEARS cesccessncvecee 55239 2.1 377.1 103.3 4e2
5-14 YEARSeccesceencccoae 9¢119 3.7 231.6 63.5 4a1
15-24 YEARSeesocavscscnse 265118 10.7 713.3 195.4 4.9
25=34 YEARSessvcecccccne 25,4189 10.3 949.1 260.0 5.6
35~44 YEARSeeeesccscccee 244463 10.0 1,097.5 300.7 7.2
45~54 YEARSeeeseoececoes 32,402 13,2 1,387.8 380.2 8.5
55-64 YEARScewceencccosns 36,999 15.1 14957.6 53643 10.1
65—T74 YEARSeessesccocacs 414799 17.1 34337.8 914.5 11.7
75 YEARS AND OVERcececws 394439 16.1 5+326.8 1,459.4 12.9

MALE

ALL AGESeececcccsse 104,037 100.0 1,056.1 289.3 8.3
UNDER 1 YEAReceoeooscoes 24533 2e% 1,482.1 406.0 6.0
1-4 YEARSeewcosoosccncas 3,045 2.9 42946 117.7 4.2
514 YEARSceeccecnccenee 5,183 S.0 25846 70.8 4.3
15-24 YEARSeceoeessccsccan 8,116 T8 455.9 124.9 6.0
25-34 YEARSeecsesecscece Te577 Te3 -~ 591.9 162.2 6.7
35-44 YEARSeesescoccccens 94569 92 893.5 24448 7.5
45-54 YEARSesenccccscsae 14,021 13.5 1,253.7 343.5 8.6
55-64 YEARS.eeeeoscecoes 18,730 18.0 24111.6 578.5 10.1
65~T4 YEARSceesscccosvee 19,862 19.1 3465444 1,001.2 11.5
75 YEARS AND OVERececees 15,402 14.8 5¢375.9 144729 12.2

FEMALE

ALL AGESeesscccscsn 1404633 100.0 1,330.3 364.5 Te
UNDER 1 YEAR«ccenvocsses 1,749 1.2 1,071.4 293.5 5a
1-4 YEARSesccosccccsccse 2,186 1.6 32144 88.1 4o
5—14 YEARS: caeseesacsces 34,917 2.8 202.6 5545 4a
15-24 YEARSeceeecsscccee 17,969 12.8 955.2 261.7 be
25-34 YEARSceosecessacse 174592 12.5 1,280.4 350.8 5.
35=44 YEARScaeocoscacssce 14,831 10.5 14280.8 350.9 Te
45-54 YEARSeaceevecccsna 18,320 13.0 1,506.1 412.6 8.
55~64 YEARScacssvecscces 184204 12.9 1,814.9 497.2 10.
65=74 YEARSceovsevocscee 21,899 15.6 3+089.6 846.5 11.
75 YEARS AND OVEReeeecee 23,966 17.0 5428040 1,446.6 13.

1/ EXPRESSED AS DAILY NUMBER OF BEDS OCCUPILED PER 100,000 CIVILIAN, NONINSTITUTIONALIZED

POPULATION.
2/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 7. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED

AGE AND LENGTH OF STAY, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1972--CON.

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL ‘SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY '

FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE| . FEMALE
INCLUD~ | EXCLUD- INCLUD- |, EXCLUD—
AGE AND LENGTH 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING
OF STAY SEXES DELIV- DELIV- SEXES DELIV- DELIV-
ERTIES ERIES ERIES ERIES
NUMBER OF DISCHARGED PATIENTS PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
ALL AGES IN THOUSANDS ’
ALL STAYSeewewsos 31,627 12,593 184996 15,772 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
LESS THAN 1 DAYaecseee 844 327 517 506 2.7 2.6 2.7 3.2
1 DAYeecovoseonososncee 24408 1,272 1,334 1,235 T.6 8.5 7.0 7.8
2 DAYSedeancesnsnnosans 44524 1,741 2+778 24334 14.3 13.8 14.6 14.8
3 DAYSeecessncanncscas 34942 1,303 24636 1,634 12.5 10.3 13.9 10.4
4 DAYSeenaessvonscscee 3,368 1,159 24206 14349 10.6 9.2 li.6 8.6
56 DAYSeeene sees 49674 1,881 2,788 2,211 14.8 l4.9 14.7 14.0
T7-8 DAYSueesecenoascas 34219 1,272 14945 1,782 10.2 10.1 10.2 11.3
9—-10C DAYScaweccecscsses 24168 890 1,276 1,236 6.9 Tel 6.7 T.8
11-20 DAYSeeeovaconces 4,361 1,980 24374 24350 13.8 15.7 12.5 14.9
21-30 DAYSececesaccesns 1,247 ST7 668 664 3.9 4.6 3.5 T 4,2
31 DAYS OR MOREeceooces 870 392 476 471 2.8 3.1 2.5 3.0
UNDER 15 YEARS
ALL STAYSeeeawaocs 44174 2,354 1,814 1,800 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
LESS THAN 1 DAYaeaseaeo 159 96 62 62 3.8 41 3.4 3.5
1 DAYeovaeesscocsevens 710 395 314 314 17.0 16.3 17.3 17.4
2 DAYSeevcacoscnccvnne 1,113 517 494 490 26.7 2642 27«2 27.2
3 DAYSeeeoecacercavane 534 304 230 226 12.8 12.9 1247 12.5
4 DAYSesacevecsacscnns 414 240 174 170 9.9 10.2 9.6 9.5
5-6 DAYSuaeovesecsecoss 544 305 239 237 13.0 12.9 13.2 13.2
7~8 DAYSacvacccavanese 273 151 121 121 6.5 64 6a7 67
9-10 DAYSuseeccevawosns 135 T4 60 60 3.2 3.1 |- 3.3 3.3
11-20 DAYSeeoseccosvsen 210 121 87 87 5.0 5.2 4e8 4e8
21-30 DAYSevsnssoacses 46 26 20 20 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1
31 DAYS OR MOREcecesss 38 25 13 13 0.9 1ol 0.7 0.7
15-44 YEARS
ALL STAYSeeacasnee 13,331 3,759 9,557 64353 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
LESS THAN 1 DAYuceowae 432 107 325 314 3.2 2.8 3.4 449
L1 DAYeecouoancsscccasn 1,132 375 755 657 8.5 10.0 7«9 10.3
2 DAYSeececsnscecncoce 2,266 609 1,655 15216 17.0 16.2 17.3 19.1
3 DAYSceeceescscccanes 2,303 486 1,814 817 17.3 12.9 19.0 12.9
4 DAYSeeeancansacccans 1,865 419 14445 593 14.0 11.1 15.1 9.3
5-6 DAYSeoevecscssannse 2,126 622 1,502 928 15.9 16.6 15.7 14.6
T—8 DAYSueeeoncsocanon 1,203 353 849 687 9.0 Je & 8.9 10.8
9-10 DAYSeucecscccccess 644 213 430 390 4.8 5.7 445 6.l
11-20 DAYSeeaveccaovee 968 394 573 549 Te3 10.5 6.0 8.6
21-30 DAYSecacoccccaas 215 100 115 111 1.6 2.7 1.2 1.7
31 DAYS OR MOREeescees 178 95 91 1.3 242 1.0 lo4

82

1/ IMCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FDOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 7. NUMBER AND PEPCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY
AGE AND LENGTH OF STAY, ACCORDING TO SEX: UMITED STATES, 1972—-CON.

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

o

FFMALE FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE
INCLUD- | EXCLUD- INCLUD- [ EXCLUD-
AGE AND LENGTH 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH|| - MALE ING - ING
OF STAY SEXES ' DELIV- DELIV~- SEXES DELIV~ DELIV=-
ERIES ERIES ERIES ERIES
NUMBER OF DISCHARGED PATIENTS PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
45-64 YEARS IN THOUSANDS
ALL STAYSeeesoose T+488 3,485 3,993 3,988 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
LESS THAN 1 DAYieaosee 161 et 90 90 2.1 2.0 22 243
1 DAYeseococioveacncne 355 193 162 162 4.7 546 4.0 4.1
2 DAYScesceccnvescccee 783 334 448 446 10.5 9.6 S 11.2 11.2
3 DAYSeacseeccacccacee 690 318 372 370 9.2 Fel 9.3 9.3
4 DAYSceaceescccososasne 625 293 332 330 8.3 8.4 8.3 8.3
56 DAYSeeaaccceancces 1,106 539 565 564 14.8 15.5 14.1 14,1
T7-8 DAYSeaoseecsccccne 936 406 530 529 12.5 11.7 13.3 13.3
9-10 DAYSececacccancse 763 330 432 432 10.2 9.5 10.8 10.8
11-20 DAYSeececssanccae 1,434 588 T44 744 19.2 19.7 18.6 18.7
21-30 DAYSeecceassenes 388 196 190 190 5.2 5.6 4e8 4.8
31 DAYS OR MOREceecess’ 248 116 131 131 3.3 3.3 3.3 3.3
65 YZARS AND OVER
ALL STAYSccevoses 64634 24995 34631 34631 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.
LESS THAN 1 DAYeeseewe 93 53 40 40 1.4 1.8 l.1 l.
1l DAYeeeoooscncccccnse 212 109 103 103 3.2 3.6 2.8 2.
2 DAYSeacesecccecaccae 363 181 182 182 5.5 6.0 5.0 S5e
3 DAYSceceesecsoscccnsce 416 195 221 221 6.3 6.5 6.1 6o
4 DAYSeaeeosasaceconss 464 208 255 255 7.0 6e9 7.0 T.
5-6 DAYSceeencecnscnns 898 415 482 482 13.5 13.8 13.3 13.
7-8 DAYSceosccescccnce 807 362 445 445 12.2 12.1 12.3 12.
9~10 DAYScececccsccasne 627 273 354 354 9.5 9.1 9.7 9.
11-20 DAYSeesessccaces | 1,750 177 970 970 264 25.9 26.7 26.
21-30 DAYSeeseacscceses 598 254 343 343 9.0 8.5 9.5 9e
31 DAYS OR MOREecsesnee 406 169 237 237 6.1 5.6 6.5 -

MUN=-WWOoOHO o

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 8. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF DAYS OF CARE FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY

HOSPITALS BY COLOR AND AGE OF PATIENT,

ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1972

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-~STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS}

COLOR AND AGE

1/ 8OTH
SEXES

FEMALE FEMALE
INCLUD- { EXCLUD-
MALE ING ING
DELIV~ DELIV-
ERIES ERIES

1/ BOTH
SEXES

MALE

FEMALE
INCLUD-
ING
DELIV-
ERTES

FEMALE
EXCLUD~
ING
DELIV-
ERIES

TOTAL

ALL AGESevcecesce

UNDER 15 YEARSceceaves
15-44 YEARSeeeeoscence
45-64 YEARSeecvsscncces
65 YEARS AND OVER e saee

WHITE
ALL AGESascesssess
UNDER 15 YEARSeescesse
1544 YEARSeeneseoosaen
45-64 YEARSesosensasas
© 65 YEARS AND OVERa.e.es
ALL QTHER

ALL AGESseecsevos
UNDER 15 YEARSeeevanes
15-44 YEARSeevecoosoes
45~64 YEARSeeecececnse
65 YEARS AND OVER.....

COLOR NOT STATED

ALL AGESeecaccanee

UNDER 15 YEARS.aeseses
15-44 YEARScesescocsae
45-64 YEARSeeeensnacaes
65 YEARS AND OVERacees

NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE
IN THOUSANDS

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION

245,060 104,037 | 1404633 | 127,658 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
18,651 10,761 7,851 T,799 Teb 10.3 5.6 6.1
75,770 254261 504393 37,488 30.9 2443 35.8 29.4
694401 32,751 364524 36+506 28.3 31.5 26.0 28.6
81,238 35,264 45,865 45,865 33.2 33.9 32.6 35.9

186,190 795159 | 1063969 97,984 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
13,253 Ty484 5,763 5,748 7.1 9.5 S5¢4 5.9
53,668 17,934 35,716 26,759 28.8 22.7 33.4 27.3
53,990 25,478 28,4502 28,489 29.0 32.2 2646 29.1
65,280 284263 36,988 36,988 35.1 35.7 34.6 37.7
284584 12,508 16,040 13,667 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

3,333 2,024 1,309 1,278 11.7 16.2 8.2 9.3
12,257 49148 8,106 5,767 42.9 33.2 50.5 42.2
64943 34467 34456 34453 2443 27.7 21.5 25.3
6,051 29869 34169 3,169 21.2 22.9 19.8 23.2
30,287 12,371 174624 16,008 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
2,066 1.254 780 174 6.8 10.1 |, bk 4e8
94846 3,179 64570 49962 32.5 25.7 37.3 31.0
8,468 34805 44566 449564 28.0 30.8 25.9 28.5
9,908 44133 5708 5,708 32.7 334 32.4 35.7

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 9. AVERAGE LENGTH DF STAY FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY COLOR,s AGEs
AND SEX: UNITED STATES, 1972

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

) FEMALE FEMALE
COLOR 'AND AGE 1/ BOTH MALE INCLUDING EXCLUDING
SEXES DELIVERIES DEL IVERIES
TOTAL AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY IN DAYS
ALL, AGESesassscccscscsasscaccscsne 7.7 8.3 Te4 8.1
UNDER 15 YEARSeeesccecmcesascccnascnnes .5 4.6 4.3 4.3
15-44 YEARSeeeoesasansssasansnassssscscs 5.7 6.7 5.3 5.9
45-6% YEARSeeseecooncncasenascaassacsss 9.3 9.4 9.1 9.2
65 YEARS AND NVER e ceeevsascancescenanss 12.2 11.8 12.6 12.6
WHITE
ALL AGESececonceococansaccessssasce 7.8 8.2 7.5 8.2
UNDER 15 YEARSeeeesecscaseseaccnasscses 4,3 4oty 4.3 4.3
15-44 YEARS eeseocavcossnasasasessnsases 5.6 6o4" © 5.2 5.8
45-64 YEARSeeececeosescsancecssascaseass 9.2 9.3 9.1 9.1
65 YEARS AND OVEReoesecscesesssscccscses 12.2 11.7 12.6 12.6
‘ALL OTHER
ALL AGESeoccececscccscacscessassacs 7.9 9.6 7.0 7.9
UNDER 15 YEARSeescceccccscccncenssessos 5.7 6.1 5.2 5.2
15~44 YEARSeeeecesoscacncaccsssasnssnsas 6.3 8.7 5.5 6.3
45-64 YEARS eesececsansssncennsssassanse 11.0 12.0 10.1 10.1
65 YEARS AND OVEReeseecsescecassocsennns 14.0 13.8 14.3 14.3
COLOR NOT STATED
ALL AGESessessseccsscscacascacssss 7.3 7.6 7.1 7.8
UNDER 15 YEARSecescocassoacescccsssssas 3.8 4.0 3.5 3.5
15-44 YEARSeceesscooscccscacsocssanenae 5.5 6ok 5.2 5.8
45-64 YEARSeceecsasssacsscssssesssenccs 8.9 8e6 9.1 9.1
65 YEARS AND DOVEReeeeesesscencccaccncas 11.7 11.3 12.0 12.0

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 10. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF DAYS OF CARE FOR PATIENTS DISCHA®GED FROM SHORT-STAY
HOSPITALS BY GENGRAPHIC REGI3N AND AGE, ACCORDING TD SEX: UNITED STATES, 1972

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL.SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

FEMALE | FEMALE FEMALE | FEMALE
: INCLUD- | EXCLUD- INCLUD- | EXCLUD-
REGION AND AGE 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING
SEXES DELIV-| DELIV- | SEXES DELIV~ | DELIV-
ERIES ERIES ERIES ERIES
NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE PERCENT DISTRIBUTION

UNITED STATES IN THOUS ANDS :

ALL AGESsceaavess | 245,060 || 104,037 | 140,633 | 127,658 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARS.eeeeoes| 18,651 10,761 74851 7,799 7.6 10.3 5.6 6.1
15-44 YEARS.ceeeecseaea | 75,770 25,251 | 50,393 | 37,488 30.9 24.3 35.8 29.4
45-64 YEARSeeeeeveenee | 694401 32,751 | 36,524 | 364506 28.3 31.5 26.0 28.6
65 YEARS AND OVER4se...| 81,238 35,264 | 45,865 | 45,865 33.2 33.9 32.6 35.9

NORTHEAST '

ALL AGESaecsiecees | 64,688 28,228 | 36,344 | 33,028 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeecoeees 4,316 24530 1,780 1,772 6.7 9.0 4.9 © 5.4
15-44 YEARSeeeeceecaea | 189420 64421 | 11,968 84666 28.5 22.7 32.9 26.2
45-54 YEARSeeecocncsse 19,633 2+394 10,4190 10,185 30«4 33.3 28.0 30.8
65 YFARS AND OVER.eees | 22,319 9,883 | 12,405| 12,405 34.5 35.0 34,1 37.6

NORTH CENTRAL '

ALL AGESesssesses | 75,398 || 31,674 | 43,615 | 39,569 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeeasees 64312 3,603 2,700 2,685 8.4 11.4 6.2 6.8
1544 YEARSseevewssoes | 234210 7,580 | 15,591 | 11,564 30.8 23.9 35.7 29.2
45-64 YEARSeeeoaaoeone | 21,457 10,028 | 11,395 | 11,391 28.5 31.7 26.1 28.8
65 YEARS AND OVEReeeeo | 26,419 10,463 | 13,929 | 13,929 32.4 33.0 31.9 35,2

SOUTH '

ALL AGESeceeecees | T4,012 30,553 | 43,354 | 39,336 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeeesoes 5,925 34365 2+542 2,521 8.0 11.0 5.9 bed
1544 YEARSeeeeesesees | 23,921 74549 | 16,252 | 12,260 32.3 25.0 37.5 31.2
45~64 YEARSesosseecees | 194370 8y954 | 10,388 | 10,382 26.2 . 29.3 2440 2644
65 YEARS AND OVEReeeeo | 24,795 104582 | 144172 | 14,172 33.5 34.6 32.7 36.0

WEST

ALL AGESeeeeceeae | 305962 13,586 | 17,319 | 15,725 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeweesee 2,097 1,263 829 822 | 6.8 9.3 4.8 5.2
15-4%4 YEARSeeesecccees | 10,219 3,611 64581 4,998 33,0 26.6 38.0 .31.8
45-64 YEARSeeesceooaas 84941 44375 44551 44548 28.9 32.2 26.3 28.9
65 YEARS AND OVEReeees 9,706 4,336 5,357 54357 31.3 31.9 30.9 3441

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.



TABLF 11. AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY FDR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY GEOGRAPHIC
REGION, AGE, AND SEX: UNITED STATES, 1972

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

REGION AND AGE

1/ BOTH MALE
SEXES

FEMALE
INCLUDING EX

FEMALE
CLUDINS

DELTIVERIES | DELIVERIES

UNITED STATES

ALL AGEScececccccccecccacscsssscoscsassanocs

UNDER 15 YEARSceceocecesesvscscncscsscecccenssocos
15-44 YCARSeeeeceecsscccccssncnsscscacssccncocione

45—64 YEARSesanccescocncscncsnccscccaccscsecnssnsos

65 YEARS AND NVEReeeeseronsecccscncccsscscssnces

NORTHEAST
ALL AGESessescesccssssscsanancacssasasccncse

UNDER 15 YEARSeceesceessoscacsccccssssccscssanns
15~44 YEARScecsssesosecncccsccenscscanscecscsosoncece

45-64 YEARSeeesceecccssssenscccsascccsccccssncos

65 YEARS AND OVERescsvcsscccccecccccssccccscssacss

NORTH CENTRAL
ALL AGESececcecscecccccccnsscccscsccsncensccance

UNDER 15 YEARSeesecoccccccccceccsccsscnnssrcscncnse
15-44 YEARSeeeescoccaccsssvscnccscsssvacssnnsssncse

45—64 YEARSeeeescesevscccscasccscscscscccsncnscse

65 YEARS AND OVERceecececsccccscccncccnsccvascee

SOUTH
ALL AGESeces csccccccncccccncsccscccccnoncnes

UNDER 15 YEARSeesoecccccsccocccscccccccscsccscscae
15-44 YEARSeeseccscccecccncccnscescscccacsncacssas

45-64 YEARSeesessesacescconancssosscccsssvccncnsas

65 YEARS AND OVERceevecssaccensccccccsacccncoscese

WEST
ALL AGESecescccccccscsccccsccccscossscccccasee

UNDER 15 YEARSasecescecccsssccccsscscscssnsnnccacse

1544 YEARSeeseaecosasesccacsencccccccscosconcons

45-6% YEARSesssecccccccessccncsccssasascocsenaccs

65 YFARS AND OVERceccoeccsvcsncsocesscoscoscccssse

AVERAGE LENGTH

OF STAY IN DAYS

T4

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 12. NUMBER AND PERCENT OISTRIBUTION OF DAYS OF CARE FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY

HOSPITALS BY BED SIZF OF HOSPITAL AND AGE OF PATIENT, ACCORNING TO SEX: UNITEND STATES, 1972
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)
FEMALE FEMALE FEMALR® FEMALE
BED STZE INCLUD- | EXCLUD- INCLUD~ | EXCLUD-
OF HOSPITAL 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING
AND AGE SEXES DELIV- DELIV- SEXES DELIV- DELIV-
ERIES ERIES ERIES ERTES
NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
ALL STZES IN THOUSANDS
ALL AGESceecesneees| 245,060 104,037 ] 140,633 127,658 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARScecscnes 18,4651 10,761 74851 T+799 T.6 10.3 Be b 6.1
15-44 YEARSececsncoases 754770 25,261 50,393 37,488 30.9 26443 35.8 | 294
45-64%4 YEARScesovcscace 694401 32,751 364524 364506 283 31.5 2640 28.6
65 YEARS AND NVEReeees 81,238 35,264 45,865 45,865 33.2 33.9 32.6 35.9
6-99 BEDS
ALL AGEScescceece 43,4208 17,672 254448 23,240 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSececeecee 34026 1,725 1,297 1,291 7.0 9.8 Sel 5.6
15-44 YEARSeeeeccscsce 11,920 34645 8,251 6,052 27.6 20.6 3244 2640
45-64 YEARSceeooevaece 10,393 4470% 54664 54662 24.1 26.6 2243 2%e &
65 YEARS AND OVER eeees 17,869 74598 10,235 10,235 4le4 43.0 4042 4440
100-199 BEDS
ALL AGEScescoccee 4249945 17,528 254254 22,4863 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeceseese 34401 1,865 1,532 1,523 Te9 10.6 6ol 6.7
15~44 YEARSceeeocsscas 12,740 34956 84766 6,389 29.7 22.4 34,7 279
45~64 YEARSaeeeoeccecace 11,113 4,993 64099 65093 25.9 2843 2441 2647
65 YEARS AND OVEReeeee| 154692 64814 8,857 8,857 36.5 38.7 35.1 38,7
200-299 BEDS
ALL AGESeecesceace 424395 17,4972 244343 22,128 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARScecsssse 34295 1,922 1,364 1,357 7.8 10.7 546 6.1
15-~44 YEARSceevococnns 12,773 49242 84507 6,304 30.1 2346 34.9 2845
45-64 YEARSeeesocvnocs 12,029 54791 64203 64199 28.4 32.2 255 28.0
65 YEARS AND 0OVER.cees 144298 6,017 84268 8,268 33.7 33.5 34,0 37.4
300-499 BEDS
ALL AGESesccecese 624585 264667 35,829 324502 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeeoeose 45355 2,533 1,809 1,801 7.0 9.5 5.0 5.5
15~44 YEARSeeeconccaes 194490 69547 12,813 9497 31l.1 2449 35.8 29.2
45-64 YEARSccensoccasne 194129 9y 059 10,044 10,040 30.6 34.0 28.0 30.9
65 YEARS AND OVEReeews 19,612 8,428 11,163 11,163 31.3 3l.6 3l.2 34,3
500 BEDS QR MORE
ALL AGESeceescascne 53,928 244099 29,759 264925 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSsescoase 49574 25716 1,849 1,828 845 11.3 6.2 6.8
15-44 YEARSceesaccesee 18,848 62772 124055 9,245 34.9 28.1 4045 34,3
45-64 YEARSeeaeseecons 164737 8,203 8,514 84512 31,0 34,0 2846 3l.6
65 YEARS AND OVEReeeoe 13,768 69408 74340 T+340 2545 2646 2447 27.3

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 13.
OF HOSPITAL,

AGE JF PATIENT,

AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS
AND SEX: UNITED STATES,

1972

8Y BED SIZE

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)

BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL AND AGE

1/ BOTH
SEXES

< MALE

FEMALE
INCLUDING
DEL TVERIES

FEMALE
EXCLUDING
DEL IVERIES

ALL SIZES

ALL AGESecccvacacsccccscsccsccannsce

UNDER. 15 YEARScesesacecccsccccsscssssccse
15-44 YEARSeseeescscssccssccccscccascse
45—64 YEARSeeoeseccecccsoscccccsccaccse
65 YEARS AND F‘VEQ..l....'.....‘...'.‘..

6-99 BEDS
ALL AGESe ceccosveccsscsccesacccccces

UNDER 15 YEARSceevsesccccscnccccscccnsnee
15-44 YEARSeecesocsccccessenscccscscsnce
45-64 YEARSeeeeosscccccccccccccccccnces
65 YEARS AND OVEReecesenccccccsncscccscss

100-199 BEDS
ALK AGESecvecsseavcscsccscancnsnnesn

UNDER 15 YEARSeescvscoscecscccccccccccoce
1544 YEARSaeeeecscsscccsccccccccocsances
45—64 YEARScewvoeseccccsccsonssosccsnass
65 YEARS AND OVERcaccesccccsaceccccccce

200-299 BEDS
ALL AGESceecesscscscsccccsnscacccs

UNDER 15 YEARS.eeesoeaeenancosnensancanns
1544 YEARSueeeceaccccasanccaacanssosanse
4564 YEARSeeoevecoccvescsessccnccsscnacse

65 YEARS AND OVERcescecseessoscascssase
300~-499 BEDS
ALL AGESececasesacscscossccossccces

UNDER 15 YFARSeaseesoscesesvecccsecsscnsce
15-44 YEARSceooeecscccvesccscvsscsscvnse
4564 YEARSeuceeoscosecccsscoscscecscccee
65 YEARS AND OVERceesecsccoccossssssons

500 BEDS OR MORE
ALL AGESceescscccscccsccccccccancnce

UNDER 15 YEARSceecscecaccscocscccconsse
15-44 YEARSeessoecncssccccscsesacnsccns
45-64 YEARSeeesecessocccccccscscnccccsse
65 YEARS AND NVERcecessocscccccccccoces

AVERAGE LENGTH

OF STAY IN DAYS
Te&

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NNT STATED.



TABLE 14. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTIDN OF DAYS 0OF CARE FOR PATTENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY
HOS>ITALS BY TYPE OF OWNERSHIP OF HOSPITAL ANN AGE OF PATIENT, ACCORDIMG T3 SEX: UNITED STATES,

1972
(DI SCHARGES FRCOM NnNFEDERAL.SHDRT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)
FFMALE FEMALE FEMALE | FEMALE
TYPE NF INCLYD- | EXCLUD- INCLUD- [ EXCLUD-
OWNERSHIP AND 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING
AGF SFXES DELIV- DELIV- SEXES DELIV- DELIV-
ERTIES ERIES ERIES ERTES
NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
ALL TYPES IN THOUSANDS

ALL AGESeessseeee | 245,060 1044037 | 1404633 | 127,658 100.0 100.0 100.6 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARScececese 18,651 10,761 7,851 7,799 7.6 10.3 5.6 6.1
15-44 YEARSeeeecocnace 754770 254261 504393 37,488 30.9 24.3 35.8 29.4
45—64 YEARS.ceceoescses 694401 32,751 364524 364506 28.3 31.5 26.0 28.6
65 YEARS AND OVER..... 81,238 35,264 45,865 | 454865 33.2 33.9 32.6 35.9

VOLUNTARY NONPROFIT )

ALL AGESaeseeeess | 183,152 77,156 | 105,739 96,4055 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSceceecse 13+ 440 T+721 5,689 54660 7.3 10.0 5.4 5.9
15-44 YEARSeeevecnoces 54,946 17,817 37,059 27 9417 30.0 23.1 35.0 2845
45-64 YEARSeeeescocecses 53,251 244947 284226 284213 29.1 32.3 26«7 29.4
65 YEARS AND OVER.neee 614514 264671 344765 344765 33.6 , 34.6 32.9 36.2

GOVERNMENT )

ALL AGEScecsceses 49,517 || 22,124 27+284 244485 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSseceeses 44376 2+574 14795 1,772 8.8 11.6 6.6 7.2
15-44 YEARScescoccccse 16,763 64193 10,527 T+754 33.9 28.0 38.6 317
45-64 YEARSueevocacses 12,956 69420 6,505 64500 2642 29.0 23.8 2645
65 YEARS AND OVEReseee 154422 64937 84458 8,458 31.1 3l.4 31.0 3445

PROPRIETARY

ALL AGFSeseeasccee 12,4392 44758 74609 7,118 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARSeeeceaee 834 466 368 367 6.7 9.8 4.8 5;2
15-44 YEARSeeaseenscae 44061 1,252 24807 24317 32.8 26.3 36.9 32.5
45-64 YEARSeeseesesaes 34194 1,384 14793 1,793 2548 29,1 23.6 2542
65 YEARS AND OVERceees 44302 1,656 , 29642 24642 347 34.8 34T 37.1

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE

30

DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.



TABLE 15. AVEPAGE LENGTH OF STAY FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY TYPE OF
OWNERSHIP OF HOSPITAL, AGE OF PATIENT, AND SEX: UNITED STATES, 1972
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)
FEMALE FEMALE
TYPE OF OWNERSHIP AND AGE 1/ BOTH MALE INCLUDING EXCLUDING
SEXES DEL IVERIES DELIVERIES
ALL TYPES AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY IN DAYS

ALL AGESeseecoscscccecesaccncacnns 7.7 8.3 7.4 8.1
UNDER 15 YEARSeeesosecescoscccasencncns 4.5 4.6 4.3 4e3
15—44 YEARS eee enecoccesscescassesssesns 5.7 6.7 5.3 5.9
4564 YEARSe s eeencancescnsensnsnesanens 9.3 9u4 9.1 9.2
65 YEARS AND DVERaesvssssssssessosneens 12.2 11.8 12.6 12.6

VOLUNTARY NONPROFIT

ALL AGESeseeecococsccacncancncnacs 8.0 8.5 7.6 8.3
UNDE2 15 YEARSeesececscccosccesacscesans 4.5 4eb 4.3 bot
15-44 YEARSeescooococoscscssoncnnsnsses 5.8 6.8 5.4 6.0
4564 YEARSeeesesosessoscsnsesssssasans 9.5 9.6 9.4 9.4
65 YEARS AND OVER sesvevseveosnssssssnss 12.6 12.1 13.0 13.0

GOVERNMENT

ALL AGESeocecocesasencacoccasaanns Te4 8.1 6.9 7.7,
UNDER 15 YEARS.aescooscccccccccsssescnns 4.7 4.9 4.5 4.6
1544 YEARS uaseccescccscccencscosccscsscse S5¢6 6e8 5.1 5.8
45=64 YEARSaaeoeesesssesssnnaasnssessns 9.0 9.4 8.7 8.7
65 YEARS AND NVER . seusssevsvenensssoes 11.5 11.1 11.9 11.9

PROPRIETARY

ALL AGESeeecsecssscescncasscscases 6e4 6.5 6.4 6.6
UNDER 15 YEARSecossecscencsccoascesascne 3.3 3.4 3.3 3.3
15=44 YEARSaeesoeeseacseecoecesnnsanans 4.9 5.3 4.8 4.9
45-64 YEARSeaeoecsecconecsasssssoonnnnss 7.2 7.2 7.1 7.1
65 YEARS AND OVER eescoscovesenoesneonnn 10.5 9.9 10.9 10.9

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FDR WHICH SEX WAS NDT STATED.
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TABLE 16. AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY FOR PATIENYTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY SEX, ASBE,
GEOGRAPHIC REGIDN, AND BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL: UNITED STATES, 1972

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANMTS)

NORTHEAST NORTH CENTRAL SOUTH WEST
SEX AND AGE TOTAL 500 500 500 500
6-99 | 100- | BEDS | 6-99| 100~ | BEDS | 6-99 | 100~ | BEDS | 6-99| 100~ | BEDS
BEDS | 499 OR BEDS | 499 jald BEDS | 499 al BEDS| 499 a e
BEDS | MORE BEDS | MORE BEDS | MORE BEDS | MJORE
1/ BOTH SEXES AVERAGE LENGTH DOF STAY IN DAYS
ALL AGESeese TaT Te4 8.9 | 10.5 7.0 7.9 9.0 6o 7.5 8.2 4.8 6.7 T.9
UNDER 15 YEARS... 445 3.8 4.7 6.3 3.5 4ot 5.8 3.9 442 57 246 3.7 6.6
15-44 YEARSeeceeen 5.7 4.8 6.0 7.8 4.8 5.9 6.9 bott S5e7 6.6 3.7 4.9 6et
45-64 YEARS.eeane 9.3 8.0} 10.7| 12.6 T.6 9.5 | 11.0 6.9 8.9} 10.2 5.7 8.0 e 4
65+ YEARSceenoaae 12.2 12.2 | 1447 | 1744 | 109 | 12.7 | 13.9 10.5 | 11.8] 11.6 8.0| 10.6| 11,1
MALE
ALL AGES.ses 8.3 7.5 9.6 1243 7.0 8.2 9.5 6.8 Ta7 9.1 5.1 T.3 9.0
UNDER 15 YEARS... 4.6 4.0 4.8 6.8 3e4 4e5 5.7 4el 4e2 6.0 2.6 3.9 7.9
15-44 YEARS evees 6.7 5.4 7.5] 11.1 S5e1 6.6 8.2 4.8 6eT 8.0 440 5.9 Te 4
45-64 YEARS.eeeea .4 7.5 10.9 ] 13.4 7.9 94| 11.0 6.9 8.7 | 10.7 Se7T 8.3 10.7
65+ YEARSeusesane 11.8 11.5 ] 139 | 168 102 | 1244 | 1346 10.2 | 10.9] 11.6 8.0( 10.2 | 10.6
FEMALE TNCLUD-
ING DELIVERIES
ALL AGES.... Tott Tel 8.4 Q.3 6.9 T.7 8.6 6.2 Te3 Teb 4a7 6.3 Tel
UNDER 15 YEARS«e. 4.3 3.7 446 5.8 3.7 443 5.9 3.7 4e2 Seé Z2e5 3.5 4.7
15-44 YEARSueeeee 5.3 4.5 Se¢4 6.6 4.6 5.6 6et 4a2 53 6.1 3.6 445 549
45-64 YEARSecaues 9.1 8.5 ] 1D.6| 11.9 7.3 9.5 | 11.1 6.9 9.0 9.8 5.8 7.8 8.1
65+ YEARSeecoessse 12.6 12.8 | 1543 | 18a1 | 11a5| 1320 | 1443 | 10.7 | 12.5] 11.7 8,0| 10.9| 11.6
FEMALE EXCLUD-
ING DEL IVERTES
ALL AGES.s.e. 8.1 7.9 9.2 | 10.1 Tets 8.4 9.4 6.8 8.0 8.5 5.0 7.0 7.8
UNDER 15 YEARS... 4.3 3.7 4.6 5.8 3.7 4.3 6.0 3.7 442 5«4 2.5 3.5 448
15-44 YEARSeeoeas 5.9 4e7 5.8 7.2 4.9 6.3 Tel 4.8 6.2 7.0 3.8 Sel 6.9
45-64 YEARSeeesns 9.2 8.5 10.6( 11.9 Te3 9.5 11.1 6.9 9.0 9.8 5.8 T.8 8.1
65+ YEARSuecooese 12.6 12.8 | 153 | 18.1 | 11.5| 13,0 | 1443 | 10.7 | 12.5] 11.7 8.0( 10.9; 11.6

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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PERCENT DISTRIBUTION,
TALS, BY SEX AND AGE:

TABLE 17. NUMBER,

(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS.

UNITED STATES,

1972

AND RATE OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPI-

EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS})

SEX AND AGE

. DISCHARGED PATIENTS

NUMBER
IN
THOUSANDS

PERCENT
DISTRIBUTINN

RATE PER
1,000
POPULATION

1/ BOTH SEXES

ALL AGFSeccecccscencescsssccscsvscscssccsssccones

UNDER 1 YEARcseeeocescconsccrsccccscccssccccsnssccscs
1-4 YEARSceecscaceccsscnsccsccccscnncencscncnssoe
5~14 YEARScess eecsceccscccscncssccccscscscccsncacse
15-24
25-34
35~44
45-54
55-64
65~T74 YEARSuesececcsaccaacsncoscnsecosscccnscscoce

75 YEARS AND NVERe ceesssaccccsscscscenccsccvcanccee

YEARSecsoeossecccscccnssnasasccscscensnncsasn

YEARS eeecscccccscccccccccasnee
YEARSceeescsseccacscsccescssnccsoscccsccnses

YEARSceeeneccoaccsccassscconsesscovcenscsccsae

MALE
ALL AGESeecesccccescccscssccccssscsccssacnesn

UNDER 1 YEARa«cucececcscscecnccsasaccancscssccnsons
1~4 YEARSceeecescscsscacscncosnncancncccccscacane
5-14 YEARSceeeceecesconsnsscucaccccccvssnnccascsns
15-24
25-34
35-44
45-54
55~64
65—T4 YEARSceeocvecsecccesossnencssncsscscsccanccne

75 YEARS AND OVEReeeccesceccccsccscccscccscsscnes

YEARSceoesaseeseccccccccsscccscsnscccccnsans
YEARSceeeesescesccscscnsressccccascosncsscccs
YEARSececennscsocccscscscccscccocccsacscscsscscsce
YEARSceaeesecsassessvscccccccsnsscscsncanns

YEARSceeeseescecoccccccnscccaccssnccsncance

“FEMALE
ALL AGESssceevreencacecnrcecccescaccncccacces

UNDER 1 YEARuceescoocssssscvcsccnsesccnccncscccns
1-4 YEARSeueessscccccossacscsccvcscccccscasnsncsncos
5-14 YEARScecocseasecccsnscccccncssccccscanccnccsne
15-24 YEARSceeseeecsseccccesnscssscccssssscasancsse
25=34 YEARSseseecceccccccccscsavccccscsssccccnccs
35-44 YEARScccascacscessescesscsncccncccsnccconsse
45=54 YEARSceceseecccccessccccccscnnscscsnscccnce
55—64 YEARSeeevevecvccocossscccccnsososscsccscsnce

65-T4 YEARSeeeeccoesecvecssccscccncscsnccncennans

75 YEARS AND OVEReceecacecesosnsssccsvscscsccennsas

31,627

100.0

154.9

725
1,244
2,205
5,382
44532
34416
34825
34662
3,581
3,053

12,593

-~ WN
[=XX- R

17.0
14.3
10.8
12.1
11.6
11.3

9.7

217.0
89.6
5640

147.0

170.8

153.3

163.8

193.8

286.0

412.4

127.8

423

717
1,214
1,351
1,133
1,275
1,636
1,848
1,729
14266

18,4996

247.5
101.2

60,5

75.9

88.5
119.1
14643
208.4
318.2
441.8

179.7

301

526

988
44928
39396
24133
24184
1,810
1,848
1,782

5.2

184.2
T7.3
51l.1

214.1

24742

18442

179.5

180.4

260.8

392.7.

1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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DIX |

TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS

Statistical Design of the Hospital
Discharge Survey

Scope of the survey.—The scope of the
Hospital Discharge Survey (HDS) encompasses
patients discharged from noninstitutional hos-
pitals which have six beds or more for inpatient
use, are located in the 50 States and the District
of Columbia, and have an average length of stay
of less than 30 days. Although all discharges of
mpatients from these hospitals are within the
scope of the survey, all newborn infants are
excluded from this report.

Sampling frame and bed size of hospital.—The
universe (sampling frame) for the HDS consists
of short-stay hospitals, excluding military and
Veterans Administration hospitals, that are in-
cluded in the Master Facility Inventory of
Hospitals and Institutions (MFI). A detailed
description of how the MFI was developed, its
content, plans for maintaining it, and procedures
for assessing the completeness of its coverage is
published in an earlier report.1 7

There were 7,407 hospitals in the universe.
The distribution of short-stay hospitals by bed
size and region in the universe and in the HDS
sample is shown in table I. The sample for 1972
consisted of 497 hospitals, of which 28 were
ruled out of scope of the 1972 survey because
they failed to meet the definition of a short-stay
hospital and of which 45 refused to participate.
Estimates are based on a sample of about
225,000 abstracts from the remaining 424 hos-
pitals that participated in 1972.

Sample design.—All hospitals with 1,000 beds
or more in the universe of short-stay hospitals
were selected with certainty in the sample. All
hospitals with less than 1,000 beds were strati-

fied, the primary strata being the 24 bed-size-
by-region classes, as shown in table I. Within
each of these 24 primary strata, the allocation of
the hospitals was made through a controlled
selection technique so that hospitals in the .
sample would be properly distributed with
regard to ownership and geographic division.
Sample hospitals were drawn with probabilities
ranging from certainty for the largest hospitals
to 1 in 40 for the smallest hospitals.

The within-hospital sampling ratio for select-
ing discharges varied inversely with the proba-
bility of selection of the hospital. The smallest
sampling fraction of discharged patients was
taken in the largest hospitals, and the largest
fraction was taken in the smallest hospitals. This
was done to compensate for the fact that
hospitals were selected with probabilities pro-
portionate to their size class and to assure that
the overall probability of selecting a discharge
would be approximately the same in all
hospitals. o , : :

In all hospitals the daily listing sheet of
discharges was the frame from which the sub-
samples of discharges were selected within the
sample hospitals. The sample discharges were
selected by a random technique, usually on the
basis of the terminal digit(s) of the patient’s
medical record number—a number assigned
when the patient was admitted to the hospital.
If the hospital’s daily discharge listing did not
show the medical record numbers, the sample
was selected by starting with a randomly se--
lected discharge and taking every kth discharge
thereafter.

Estimation.—Statistics produced by the HDS
are derived by a complex procedure. The basic
unit of estimation is the sample patient abstract.



Table 1. Distribution of short-stay hospitals in the universe (MF1) and in the Hospital Discharge Survey sample, and
the number of hospitals that participated in the survey, by size of hospital and geographic region: United States,
1972

i t
Size of hospital regions Northeast Central South es

All sizes Number of hospitals

UNIVBISE vt vt ieeiemeocneveennnenaesosoaannssnsssesuan 7,405 1,146 2,064 | 2,832 1,365
Totalsample . .vee ittt it ittt et i it e 497 | 129 146 148 74
Number participating . ......oveeieereeeeenneaeneenennn. 424 | . 115 131 118 60
6-49 beds ‘
LYY 7 3,304 209 865 | 1,549 681
Totalsample « . vvi e i ittt i it 64 7 18 26 13
Number participating ........ciiiiiiiiiiinnncaneeennn. 43 5 15 14 9
50-99 beds
UNIVBISE vttt ittt nneeencrenasareanennessanananas 1,746 293 467 642 344
Totalsample ... ..0ciiiii i ittt e iinaaanena 72 13 19 27 13
Number participating ..........cciiiiiriiinninnannnenan 62 12 17 24 9

UNiVerse .l et iieir e it iieeeeansarcasaneaananensan 1,224 288 392 365 179
Total sampPle + .ottt it i e i et et 103 26 31 32 14
Number participating .........c.iiiieeiinencnanerenara 92 25 28 26 13

Universe ......cciivvnen.. ettt eaaa e 583 191 158 140 94
Total sAMPIE & v vttt ittt it ettt et r e e 89 30 26 19 14
Number participating ......ovvviriireninnneenncnennns 76 27 23 14 12

UNiverse .ot iii ittt ieit ittt et atteannreenaannneas 397 111 131 102 53
Total sample ..o iiir i ittt st r it 93 25 30 26 12
Number participating .......covviiniinin i iiiinenenennn. 83 22 28 24 9
§ 500-999 beds '
LYY 135 45 48 29 13
Totalsample . oo i it ii i ettt i i ettt e 58 19 19 13 7
Number participating .. ..vvvvitiinteier e ientcnneernnens 50 15 17 11 7
1,000 beds or more
UNIVErSE vt ittt iin et ettt eeerrneeraneennnennnoonanees 18 9 3 5 1
TOtal SAMIPIE + v v i it i vttt ettt e e 18 9 3 5 1
Number participating .......ccirirrrnnirnennennenenns 18 9 3 5 1
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Figure |, Medical abstract for the Hospital Discharge Survey.

HSM-88-1
9/70

Form Approved
O.M.B. No. 68-R0620

CONFIDENTIAL - All information which would permit identification of an individual or of an establishment will be held confidential, will be used
only by persons engaged in and for the purposes of the survey and will not be disclosed or released to other persons or used for any other purpose.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
Public Health Service
Health Services and Mental Heslth Administration
National Center for Health Statistics

MEDICAL ABSTRACT ~ HOSPITAL DISCHARGE SURVEY

|. Patient Identification
1. Hospital number..oeceeceanen
2. HDS number .......

enesscrases

3. Medical record number.....

4. Date of admission

Month Day Year
5. Date of discharge

Month Day Year

Il. Patient Characteristics

1. Date of birth:

2. Age (complete ONLY

1 Oyears
Month Day Year if date of birth not given):
Unite 2 Omonths
30 days
3. Sex: 1[]Mmale 2 [(JFemale

4. Race or color: 1 [ white 2 [ Negro 3 [J Other nonwhite 4 7 “*Nonwhite** § [ Not stated
5. Marital status: 1[JMarried 2[]Single 3 [Jwidowed 4[JDivorced 5 []Separated 6 [] Not stated
6. Discharge status: 1 ] Alive 2 [J oead
i1l Diagnoses and Operations
1. Final diagnoses:
[ see reverse side
2. Operations:
[J see reverse side
Completed by Date

FOR NCHS USE ONLY

Diagnoses

Operations

The estimating procedure used to produce es-

sentially unbiased national estimates has three
principal components: (1) inflation of recipro-
cals of the probabilities of sample selection, (2)
adjustment for nonresponse, and (3) ratio ad-
justments to fixed totals. These components are
described in appendix I of two earlier publi-
cations.l»2
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Data Collection and Processing

Data collection.—Depending on the study
procedure agreed upon with the hospital ad-
ministrator, the sample selection and the tran-
scription of information from the hospital
records to the abstract forms were performed by



either the hospital staff or representatives of the
National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS), or
by both. In more than three-fourths of the
hospitals that participated in the HDS during
1972, this work was performed by the medical
records department of the hospital. In the
remaining hospitals, nearly all the work was
performed by personnel of the U.S. Bureau of
the Census acting for NCHS.

For nearly all survey hospitals, data were
transcribed from hospital records to the form
shown in figure L.

Data processing and editing of data.—
Shipments of completed abstract forms for each
sample hospital, along with sample selection
control sheets, were transmitted to NCHS for
processing. Every shipment of abstracts was
reviewed; edch abstract form was checked for
completeness; and, when necessary, problems
were referred to the hospitals for clarification
and correction.

Final editing was done by computer inspec-
tion of the demographic data compared with the
category code assigned to each abstract. If the
patient’s sex was left blank, it was coded and
tabulated as “not stated.”

Very few rejects were encountered. Those
found were corrected by inspection of data on
the computer tape. If age was left blank, it was
imputed by assigning the patient an age con-
sistent with the ages of other patients with the
same category code. If the dates of admission or
discharge were not given, and if they could not
be obtained from the monthly sample listing
sheet transmitted by the sample hospital, a
length of stay was imputed by assigning the
patient a stay consistent with the stays of other
patients of the same age. Other missing demo-
graphic items were coded and tabulated as “not
stated.”

Population Estimates

The base populations used in computing rates
are unpublished estimates for the U.S. civilian
noninstitutionalized population as of July 1972
provided by the U.S. Bureau of the Census.

The population estimates for the United
States by age and sex (table II) and by age and
geographic region (table III) are consistent with
the estimates of the civilian population pub-
lished by the U.S. Bureau of the Census in

Table 1. Civilian noninstitutional population by age and sex: United States, July 1, 1972
[Consistent with Current Population Reports, Series P-25, No. 500. Numbers in thousands.]

Age Total Male Female

8 51 204,229 {} 98,511 | 105,718

0 B e 56,609 || 28,844 27,764
UNder 1 ¥8ar v 0v et iieeinaeecateesnassecssoresaneasansonsnsassnnnsses 3,340 1,709 1,632

T Y BAMS v it v ete et teeceaanaeansunsonsacsansncasssassasassnassnnes 13,891 7,089 6,802

L T 39,377 {] 20,047 19,330
S O T 85,445 (| 41,313 44,133
16-24 years . cuuernneerenenenacnannn et et i eteaetaean e 36,616 | 17,803 18,813
A LY T | 26,5401} 12,801 13,740
35-44 years 22,2891 10,709 11,580
A B YOAIS .o i ittt ittt ittt a ettt ettt 42,248 || 20,054 22,194
YT | - 23,348(| 11,184 12,164
T L T 18,900} 8,870 10,030
B5 YEArS aNG OVEF .. st v ive ittt etae e e enee senenseaeeanaeeenenereaenns 19,927 8,300| 11,627
Lo SR Y- T A 12,523 5,435 7,088
£ =T T3 1o o N 11T 7404 2,865 4,539
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Table I11. Civilian noninstitutional population by age and sex for regions: United States, July 1, 1972
[Consistent with Current Population Reports, Series P-25, No. 500; Numbers in thousands.]

. All U;‘je' 1544 | 4564 | 65 years
Region and sex ages years years | and over
years
Both sexes
United States . ....vvririioirnrrnneenaeraassnnns 204,229 (| 56,609 | 85,445 | 42,248 19,927
NOPEREAST «  « v v v e e e e e e e e e te e e e e e e e e aneen 49,011 |} 12,949 | 20,070 | 1 0,957 5,036
NOFEh CeNtral . ovetes i it iie et reeareneneenenns 56,727 || 15,963 { 23,678 | 11,509 5,576
£ 70T 1 63,357 |1 17,901 { 26,5670 | 12,685 6,201
L P 35,134 9,795 | 15,127 7,097 3,114
Male

United States .. ...oiie i vr it i iieneernvcannaneases 98,611 || 28,844 41,313 | 20,054 8,300
NOFtHEAST & v ottt s ite ettt ite s s enenensnenenns 235526 6,608 9,720} 5,147 2,052
North Central . ......coiiiitiniiiiiennneennananannns 27,612 8,143 | 11,607 5517 2,345
o T o 30,324} 9,104 | 12,678 5,956 2,586
L1 17,060 | 4,990 7,309 3,434 1,317

Female ‘
United States . ..o v vttt ittt s ittt cr et 105,718 || 27,764 | 44,133 | 22,194 11,627
Northeast .. .oveviie i i iieinenenns e e 25,485 6,341 10,351 ‘ ‘5,810 2,984
NorthCentral ...........ciiititiiinerninenennneonns 29,115 78211} 12,072 5,092 3,231
£ o 11 o P 33,033 8,797 | 13,893 6,729 3,615
L P 18,084 4,805 7,818 3,664 1,797

Current Population Reports, Series P-25. How-
ever, they are not official population estimates
of the U.S. Bureau of the Census. Estimates of
the regional populations by age and sex were
provided by the U.S. Bureau of the Census
specifically for use in the HDS for computing
rates.

General Qualifications

Rounding of numbers.—Estimates of the
number of discharges and number of days of
care were rounded to the nearest thousand for
tabular presentation. Percents and rates were
‘calculated on the basis of unrounded estimates.
Due to roundirig, detailed figures within tables
do not always add to totals.
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Patient characteristics not stated.—Age and/or
sex was not stated for less than 1 percent of all
1972 discharges. However, color was not stated
for approximately 13 percent of the patients
discharged during each year. The proportion of
sample hospital records with color not stated
varied considerably among the sample hospitals.

Reliability of Estimates

.Estimates from sample surveys such as the
HDS are subject to two types of errors—
measurement or nonsampling errors, and sam-
pling errors. Measurement errors can occur in a
complete count or census as well as in a sample
survey. Sampling errors, on the other hand,
occur because a sample instead of a complete
count is taken.



Measurement errors.—These include errors
due to hospital nonresponse, missing abstracts,
information incompletely or inaccurately re-
corded on abstract forms, and processing errors.
Some of these have been discussed in earlier
sections.

Sampling errors.—The standard error in this
survey . is primarily a measure of the sampling
variability that occurs by chance because the
estimates are based on a sample of short-stay
hospitals rather than on all discharges from all
short-stay hospitals. The relative standard error
"of an estimate is obtained by dividing the
standard error of the estimate by the estimate
itself and is expressed as a percentage of the
estimate.

The chances are about 68 out of 100 that the

value obtained in a complete enumeration is

contained in the interval represented by the
estimate £1 standard error of the estimate, 95
out of 100 for 2 standard errors, and 99 out of
100 for 2.5 standard errors. Applying the
illustration at the bottom of figure II, the
chances are about .68 that the value that would
be obtained in a complete enumeration is
contained in the interval 4,368,000 +5.0 percent
of 4,368,000 (between 4,149,600 and
4,586,400); .99 for the interval 4,368,000 £ 5.0
percent of 4,368,000, multiplied by 2.5.

The standard error of one statistic is generally
different from that of another even when the
two come from the same survey. To derive

Approximate relative standard errors of estimated numbers of patients discharged for patient characteristics, by geographic

Figure I1.
region and/or size of hospital, type of ownership, and for all hospitals.
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SIZE OF ESTIMATE IN THOUSANDS

fHustration of use of figure II: As shown in table 2, an estimated 4,368,000 patients aged 1544 years were discharged during 1972
within the South Region. The relative standard error of this estimate as read from the line “Region and/or size groups” is
approximately 5.0 percent: the standard error of 4,368,000 is 218,400 (5.0 percent of 4,368,000).
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standard errors that would be applicable to a
wide variety of statistics and that could be
prepared at a moderate cost, a number of
approximations were required. As a result, fig-
ures II and tables IV and V provide general
standard errors for a wide variety of estimates
rather than the specific error for any statistic.
The relative standard errors and approximate
standard errors of percentages that have been
prepared for this report are applicable to esti-
mates of discharges and days of care for patient

Table 1V. Approximate standard errors of percentages
shown in this report for discharges: Patient
characteristics classified by geographic region and for
all hospitals

[Standard errors for patient characteristics classified by
size of hospital are 1% times and by type of
ownership are 3% times the standard errors shown in
this table]

Number of Estimated percent
discharges 2 4 101 20| 30
{base of
percent) or | or or | or or | 50
98] 96 | 90| 80 | 70
Standard error expressed
in percentage points
100,000 ........ 14| 20| 31| 42| 48| 5.2
200,000 ........ 1.0]1 141 22| 3.0| 34| 3.7
600,000........ 06| 081 13| 17| 20 21
1,000,000 ...... 05| 0610|131 15| 1.7
2,000,000 ...... 03/05{07|09(11] 1.2
6,000,000 ...... 02]03(04]| 05|06 07
10,000,000 ..... 01/02]03} 04|05 05
20,000,000 ..... 01]101]02]03]03] 04
30,000,000 .....| 0.1] 01]02] 02| 03] 0.3

Illustration of use of table 1V: Table | shows that
28.5 percent of the 9,671,000 white male patients
discharged during 1972 from all hospitals were aged
45-64 years. Linear interpolation between the values
shown in table IV will yield an approximate standard
error of 0.5 percent for an estimate of 28.5 percent with
a base of 9,671,000.
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characteristics (age, sex, color, marital status,
and discharge status, and cross-classifications,
e.g., age by sex) cross-classified by one of three
hospital groupings as follows: (1) by region (e.g.,
Northeast) and/or by size (e.g., 6-99 beds), (2)
by type of ownership (e.g., government), or (3)
by hospitals summed over all regions, size¢, and
ownership groups (all hospitals). The particular
figure or table to which one refers to obtain a
sampling error is contingent upon both the type
of estimate (e.g., discharges) and the hospital

Table V. Approximate standard errors of percentages

shown in this report for days of care: Patient
characteristics classified by geographic region and for
all hospitals

[Standard errors for patient characteristics classified by
size of hospital are 1% times and by type of
ownership are 2% times the standard errors shown in
this table] :

Estimate percent
Number of days

of care (base 2 4 10 20| 30
of percent) orl] or] or|] orf or| 50

98| 96/ 90 80| 70

Standard error expressed

in percentage points
1,000000....| 18| 26| 40| 5621 6.0]| 65
2,000,000 ....113|18]| 28| 37| 42| 46
6,000,000 ....107 10| 16| 21| 24| 2.7
10,000,000 ... | 06| 08| 1.2} 16| 1.9 | 21
20,000,000 ... | 04 (06| 09} 12| 1.3 | 15
60,000,000 ... 02} 03| 05) 07| 08| 08
100,000,000 .. 0203|004 05] 06| 0.7
200,000,000 .. (01|02} 03| 04| 04| 05
300,000,000 ../ 0.1}01]02) 03] 03| 04

Ilustration of use of table V: Table 12 shows that
of the 24,099,000 days of care provided for males
discharged during 1972 from hospitals with 500 beds
or more, 26.6 percent of the days were utilized by
patients 65 years and over. Linear interpolation
between the values shown in table V will yield an
approximate standard error of 1.9 percent for an
estimate of 26.6 percent with a base of 29,099,000.



grouping with which the patient characteristic(s)
is cross-classified. The procedures that apply are
as follows:

1. Approximate relative standard errors of esti-
mated number of discharges are obtained
from the curves shown in figure II.

2. Approximate relative standard errors of esti-

mated number of days of care are obtained

from the curves shown in figure III.

3. Approximate standard errors of estimated
percentages of discharges when the character-
istic(s) used to form the numerator of the
percentage is a subclass of the denominator
are shown in table IV.

4. Approximate standard errors of estimated
percentages of days of care when the charac-
teristic(s) used to form the numerator of the
percentage is a subclass of the denominator
are shown in table V.

Approximate standard errors of average .
lengths of stay can be calculated as in the fol-
lowing example: Suppose the standard error
(0g ) of the average length of stay during 1972
for males aged 15-44 years for all hospitals is
desired. The estimated number of discharges for
this statistic is 3,759,000 (table I) and the esti-
mated number of days of care is 25,261,000
(table 10).

Figure 111. Approximate relative standard errors of estimated numbers of days of care for patient characteristics, by geographic region
and/or size of hospital, and type of ownership and for all hospitals.
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Hlustration of use of figure {/I: As shown in table 14, an estimated 4,061,000 days of care during 1972 were provided to patients aged
15-44 years in proprietary hospitals. The relative standard error of this estimate as read from the line “Ownership groups”’ is
approximately 18.0 percent: the standard error is 730,980 {18.0 percent of 4,061,000).
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Let

+ _ Number of days of care
Number of discharges

_X'_ 25,261,000 _
Y~ 3.759.000. 6.7 days.

The relative standard error (Vy-) of 25,261,000
(from all hospitals curve in figure III) is 2.8 per-
cent or .028; Vy,2=.0282. The relative standard
error (Vy+) of 3,759,000 (from all hospitals
curve in figure II) is 3.2 percent or .082; Vy 2=
.0322. The sample correlation coefficient ()
which measures the closeness of the relation be-

tween the estimated number of days of care and
the estimated number of discharges has been
computed to be .75,

Ve = Vg2 + V2 = 2 Vg Vo

.028% +.0322 - 1.5(.028 X .032)

.00078 +.00102 - .00134

= 100046

Vger= .00046 =.0214

op+=R'Vp»=6.7 X.0214 - 0.14 days.

ORONG)
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APPENDIX II

DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED

Terms Relating to Hospitalization

Patient.—A person who is formally admitted
to the inpatient service of a short-stay hospital
for observation, care, diagnosis, or treatment. In
this report the number of patients refers to the
number of discharges during 1972 including
multiple discharges of the same individual (if
any) from one short-stay hospital or more. All
newborn infants, defined as those admitted by
birth to the hospital, are excluded from this
report. “Inpatient” and “patient” are used
synonymously.

Patients under 1 year of age.—Includes infants
admitted on the day of birth, directly or by
transfer from another medical facility, with or
without mention of a disease, disorder, or
immaturity.

Discharge.—The {formal release of an in-
patient by a hospital, that is, the termination of
a period of hospitalization by death or by
disposition to place of residence, nursing home,
or another hospital. In this report, “discharges”

and “patients (or inpatients) discharged” are

used synonymously.

Discharge rate.—The ratio of the number of
hospital discharges (inpatients) during a year to
the number of persons in the civilian noninstitu-
tionalized population as of July 1 of that year.

Days of care.—The total number of inpatient
days accumulated at time of discharge by
patients discharged from short-stay hospitals
during 1972. A stay of less than 1 day (inpatient
admission and discharge on the same day) is
counted as 1 day in the summation of total days
of care. For patients admitted and discharged on
different days, the number of days of care is

IN THIS REPORT

computed by counting all days from (and
including) the date of admission to (but not
including) the date of discharge.

Rate of days of care.—The ratio of the
number of inpatient days accumulated at time

- of discharge by patients discharged from short-

stay hospitals during a year to the number of
persons in the civilian noninstitutionalized pop-
ulation as of July 1 of that year.

Average length of stay.—The total number of
inpatient days accumulated at time of discharge
by patients discharged during 1972 divided by
the number of patients discharged. “Average
stay,” ‘“duration of stay,” and “length of stay”
are used interchangeably.

Hospitals and Hospital Characteristics

Short-stay hospitals.—General and short-term

: spec1al hospitals bhaving six beds or more for

inpatient use and an average (mean) length of
stay of less than 30 days. Military and Veterans
Administration hospitals and hospital units of
institutions are not included. “Hospitals” and
‘“short-stay hospitals” are used synonymously.

Size of hospital.—Measured by the number of
beds, cribs, and pediatric bassinets regularly

- maintained (set up and staffed for use) for

inpatients; bassinets for newborn infants are not
included. In this report the classification of
hospitals by bed size is based on the number of
beds at or near midyear reported by thé
hospitals.
Location
region.”
Type of ownership of hospital.—Refers to the
type of organization that controls and operates

of hospitals.—See *“‘Geographic
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the hospital. In this report the classification of
hospitals by type of ownership is based on
responses provided by sample hospitals. The
hospitals are grouped as follows:

1. Voluntary hospitals. Hospitals operated by a
church or another nonprofit organization.

2. Government hospitals. Hospitals operated by
State and local governments.

3. Proprietary hospitals. Hospitals controlled by
individuals, partnerships, or corporations for
profit. ‘

Demographic Terms

Age.—Refers to age at last birthday prior to
admission to the hospital inpatient service
(newborn infants excepted).

Color.—In this report patients are classified
into two groups, “white” and ‘““all other.” The
all other classification includes all categories
other than white, some of which are too small
for statistical purposes to be presented separ-
ately. White includes Mexican and Puerto Rican
unless specifically identified as all other.

Geographic region.—In this report hospitals
are classified by location according to the four
geographic regions of the United States which
correspond to those used by the U.S. Bureau of
the Census.

Region

Northeast........

North Central....

(ONONG®,

States Included .

Maine, New Hampshire, Ver-
mont, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, New.
York, New Jersey, and Penn-
sylvania

Michigan, Ohio, Illinois, In-
diana, Wisconsin, Minnesota,
Iowa, Missouri, North Dakota,
South Dakota, Nebraska, and
Kansas

Delaware, Maryland, District
of Columbia, Virginia, West
Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Georgia, Flor-
ida, Kentucky, Tennessee, Ala-
bama, Mississippi, Arkansas,
Louisiana, Oklahoma, and
Texas

Montana, Idaho, Wyoming,
Colorado, New Mexico, Ari-

‘zona, Utah, Nevada, Washing-

ton, Oregon, California,

Hawaii, and Alaska



Series 1.

Sevies 2.

Sevies 3,

Series 4.

Series 10.

Series 11.

Sevies 12.

Series 13.

Sevies 14,

Series, 20,

Sevries 21.

Seyies 22,

VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS PUBLICATION SERIES
Formerly Public Health Service Publication No. 1000

Programs and collection procedures.— Reports which describe the general programs of the National
Center for Health Statistics and its offices and divisions, data collection methods used, definitions,
and other material necessary for understanding the data,

Data evaluation and methods veseavch.—Studies of new statistical methodology including: experi-
mental tests of new survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection methods, new analytical
techniques, objective evaluations of reliability of collected data, contributions to statistical theory.

Analylical studies.—Reports presenting analytical or interpretive studies basedon vital and health
statistics, carrying the analysis further than the expositorytypes of reports in the other series,

Documents and commitiee reports.—Final reports of major committees concerned with vital and
health statistics, and documents such as recommended model vital registration laws and revised
birth and death certificates.

Data from the Health Intevview Survev.—Statistics on illness, accidental injuries, disability, use
of hospital, medical, dental, and other services, and other health-related topics, based on data
collected in a continuing national household interview survey.

Data from the Health Examination Survey.—Data from direct examination, testing, and measure-
ment of national samples of the civilian, noninstitutional population provide the basis for two types
of reports: (1) estimates of the medically defined prevalence of specific diseases in the United
States and the distributions of the population with respect to physical, physiological, and psycho-
logical characteristics; and (2) analysis of relationships among the various measurements without
reference to an explicit finite universe of persons.

Data from the Institutional Population Surveys.—Statistics relating tothe health characteristics of
persons in institutions, and their medical, nursing, and personal care received, based on national
samples of establishments providing these services and samples of the residents or patients.

Data from the Hospital Discharge Suvvey.~—Statistics relating to discharged patients in short-stay
hospitals, based on a sample of patient records in a national sample of hospitals,

Data on health vesources: manpowey and facilities,—Statistics on the numbers, geographic distri-
bution, and characteristics of health resources including physicians, dentists, nurses, other health
occupations, hospitals, nursing homes, and outpatient facilities,

Data on moviality.—Various statistics on mortality other than as included in regular annual or
monthly reports—special analyses by cause of death, age, and other demographic variables, also
geographic and time series analyses. '

Data on natality, mavyviage, and divovee.—Various statistics om natality, marriage, and divorce
other than as included in regular annual or monthly reports—special analyses by demographic
variables, also geographic and time series analyses, studies of fertility.

Data from the National Natality and Mortality Suvveys.— Statistics on characteristics of births
and deaths not available from the vital records, based on sample surveys stemming from these
records, including such topics as mortality by socioeconomic class, hospital experience in the
last year of life, medical care during pregnancy, health insurance coverage, etc,

For a list of titles of reports published in these series, write to: Scientific and Technical Information Branch

National Center for Health Statistics
Public Health Service, HRA
Rockville, Md. 20852
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