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Mary had a little brother named Matt and a little 
puppy named Lucky. 

Lucky could not run and play like most puppies. 
He was very sick. Lucky was not so lucky, was he? 

Their mom and dad said, “Let’s take Lucky to the 
veterinarian.” A veterinarian is a doctor for animals. 

� 



Can you help Mary find the veterinarian? 

�
 



Dr. Smith’s office was full of medicine. But 
Dr. Smith had to decide what medicine would 
make Lucky well. 

He looked at Lucky’s eyes, ears, nose and 
throat. He tapped places on Lucky’s body and 
listened to the sound. He listened to Lucky’s 
heartbeat. He used 
a stethoscope to 
listen. He let Matt and Mary listen, too.

� 

      At last, the veterinarian said, “This
          medicine should make Lucky
              well.” Dr. Smith gave Mary and
                  Matt a bottle of pills. “Give him
                            one pill a day for three
                                               days, and then
                                                   bring him
                                                       back to my
                                                           office.” 



Mary was curious.
 

“How do you know what pill to use?” she 
asked. “How do you know how many pills to 
give Lucky?” Matt added. 

Dr. Smith said, “I know what pill to use and how 
many pills to give because of research.” 

“Research?” said Mary and Matt at the same 
time. 

Can you write this, too?
 

“Yes,” said Dr. Smith. “Research is how a 
scientist looks for ways to make sick animals 
and sick people well. 

�
 



Who can get better with medicine? 

Circle the drawings that show who 
needs medicine when they are sick. 

�
 



� 



“A long time ago, a research scientist found the 
medicine I gave Lucky. I’ll tell you how. 

“She did research in a lab. A lab is a place where 
scientists work, and it is short for laboratory. 

“She had mice in her lab. They lived in nice, 
clean cages. They were fed good food. But they 
were sick with the same disease Lucky had.” 

� 

Connect the dots to find out who is home. 



“She gave the mice many different medicines. 

At first, none of the medicine she tried made 

the mice better. But she kept trying.
 

“Then one day she tried a new medicine that 

helped the mice. So, she did more research 

using that medicine.
 

“She tried a little of it on one group

    of mice. But that was too little.
 

They stayed sick.
 

“She tried a lot of it on a second
 
group, but that was too much!
 
They got even sicker.
 

“At last, she tried just the right amount of 
medicine on a third group. They all got better!” 

Can you color the medicine? 
1. Red    2. Yellow 3. Brown 

� 4. Pink    5. Orange 6. Purple 



�
 



It turned out that the medicine not only was 
good for sick mice. It also was good for sick 
puppies, like Lucky. It even was good for sick 
children and grown-ups. 

“But how can animal medicine be good for 
children?” Matt asked. 

Dr. Smith smiled and answered, “The mice in the 
lab, puppies like Lucky and children like you are 
all animals. Our bodies might look different, but 
we really are very much alike under our skin!” 

So, a scientist can try a medicine on animals in 
the lab before it is taken by children. That’s how 
we make sure the medicine works and is safe. �0 



Can you search for these words? 

veterinarian research animals lucky 

laboratory mice family pill medicine 

��
 



Lucky still was sick when they got home. He still 
was sick when they gave him the pill at night. 

Lucky still was sick when Matt and Mary had 
to go to bed. Before she went to sleep, Mary 
thought of what Dr. Smith had said. 

It was strange to think that mice, puppies and 
people all belonged in one big family called 
animals that even included elephants and 

�� 

tigers. But the more she thought about it, 
the nicer it seemed. 



How are people and animals alike? 

CIRCLe THe CORReCT AnSWeR 

People and animals eat food Yes no 

People and animals wear shoes Yes no 

People and animals get sick Yes no 

People and animals wear clothes Yes no 

People and animals have mothers Yes no 

People and animals need sleep Yes no 

People and animals ride bicycles Yes no 

People and animals read books Yes no 

People and animals have eyes Yes no 

��
 



The next morning, Matt and Mary woke up and looked 

to see how Lucky was. But Lucky was not there.
 

Matt and Mary started to look for him.
 

They looked under their beds!
 

�� 

No Lucky! 



They looked 
in the 
closet! 

No 
Lucky! 

��
 



They went into the kitchen, and there was 
Lucky! He was playing with a ball! He was 
having fun! 

�� 



The medicine was working! 

He was feeling better! 

�� 



Can you find these crossword clues?
 

ACross 
 Who works in a 

research laboratory? 

 What does a scientist 
do in a laboratory? 

 What did Lucky play 
with when he felt better? 

 Where did Mary and 
Matt look for Lucky? 

DoWn 
 What do research 

mice live in? 

 Who takes care of 
sick animals? 

 To which animals did 
the scientist first give 
the medicine? 

 People and animals are 
one big . 

 Where do scientists work? 

A few days later, the family brought Lucky back 
to Dr. Smith’s office for a checkup. 

“Well, you have a very healthy puppy here,” 
Dr. Smith said. “Lucky is all better today.” 

Matt shouted, “Hooray!” and added proudly, 
�� “I’m going to be a veterinarian when I grow up.” 



“That’s great!” Dr. Smith said. “You must really love 
animals. And Mary, what do you want to be?” 

�� 



Mary spoke up right away. 

“I love animals, too, Dr. Smith. But I want to be a 
research scientist. Then I can help animals and 
people!” 

�0 
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