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Statement of Problem
Hispanic populations may not readily seek cancer information 
compared with non-Hispanics, which may contribute to health 
disparities. 

Purpose
• Explore differences in cancer information-seeking among Hispanics 
who responded to the 2005 Health Information National Trends 
Survey (HINTS) survey in English, Hispanics who responded in 
Spanish, and non-Hispanic respondents. 

• Provide an evidence base for the development of strategies to 
facilitate cancer information-seeking among Hispanics. 

Methods
Data Source 2005 HINTS

Data Collection February 2005 - August 2005
Random Digit Dial 
Representative sample of US household

Response Rates Household screener: 34.0%
Extended interview: 61.3%

Sample 5491 adults

Survey Items 

• Ethnicity (Hispanic, non-Hispanic)
• Language of interview (English, Spanish)
• Sociodemographic variables 
• Trust in various information sources 
• Actual and preferred sources of cancer information
• Cancer information-seeking experiences
• Confidence in their ability to obtain cancer information

Data Analysis  

SUDAAN was used to calculate population estimates. Cross 
tabulations and chi-square statistics were used to compare differences 
in sociodemographic and information-seeking characteristics among 
ethnic/language groups.

Results with p ≤ 0.05 were considered statistically significant and are 
summarized herein.

Conclusions
There are important differences between Hispanics and non-Hispanics 
related to cancer information-seeking, especially when language is 
considered. 

Overall, Hispanics fared worse on socioeconomic measures and were     
more likely to encounter negative cancer information-seeking       
experiences compared to non-Hispanics. 

Respondents who answered the survey in Spanish demonstrated further 
disparities suggesting that language may contribute significantly to    
cancer health disparities and should be addressed in the design,
implementation and dissemination of cancer information.

Figure 1. Cancer Information Seeking Experiences – Agree Responses

Figure 2. Confidence in Obtaining Cancer Information

Table 2. Sources of Cancer Information and Trust in Sources
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Table 3. Ever Go Online
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