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Internet Assisted Review (IAR) 
in eRA Commons  

Review Users Group, May 29, 2003
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NIH Requirements for IAR

One UserID/Password
Single sign-on with eRA Commons
Support both affiliated and unaffiliated
accounts (> 80% of reviewers are PIs)   
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IAR Account Creation Process

SRA initiates an invitation to a meeting
If reviewer has an eRA Commons 
account--
An invitation to the meeting is sent

If a reviewer doesn’t have an account
An email containing an account registration 

URL is sent



4

Email for Reviewers with eRA
Commons Accounts
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Email for Reviewers without 
eRA Commons Accounts
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IAR Account Registration
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How This Affects Institution 
Administrators (SO, AO, AA)?

Two states of an IAR account:
Affiliated with an institution 
Unaffiliated with an institution

Institution administrators manage these 
states by:

Create the initial accounts in eRA Commons 
or affiliate reviewers to their institution 
Remove institution affiliation through Delete 
Account (IAR accounts are not deleted)
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Affiliated Reviewer
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Process for Affiliating 
Reviewers Accounts

Requires eRA Commons UserID and 
email

Select affiliation link in Maintain 
Accounts
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Maintain Accounts
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July Changes
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Create Account Page
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Process Being Deployed in July

Following Create Account, we match on:
SSN
Phone, last name, first initial, IPF
Email, last name, first initial, IPF
Birthdate, last name, first initial, IPF

Match is on profile and all role records
Return all matching profiles
Have reviewer validate role information (awarded 
grants, non-SEP committees, and training rrants)
NIH still validates and approves UserID request
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Validation Page
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We Hope This…

Improves Data Accuracy 
(20% duplicate profiles)

Reduces time to validate and approve 
accounts
Allows PI to let us know if profile is not 
100% accurate through application
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