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NOTICES OF AVAILABILITY (RFPs AND RFAs) 

BRAIN AND TISSUE BANK FOR DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDERS 

u RFP AVAILABLE: RFP NICHD-90-17 

P.T. 3 4 ;  K.W. 0780005, 0705010 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Chi ld  Heal th  and Human Development 

The Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Chi ld  Heal th  and Human Development ( N I C H D )  i s  
p lanning  t o  s e t  up a r e p o s i t o r y  t o  c o l l e c t ,  s t o r e ,  and d i s t r i b u t e  specimens
from i n f a n t s  and c h i l d r e n  w i t h  neurodevelopmental  d i s o r d e r s  from b o t h  
"unaf fec tedn  ( c o n t r o l )  i n d i v i d u a l s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  developmental
d i s o r d e r s .  The b iopsy  and/or a u t o p s i e d  t i s s u e s  t o  b e  inc luded  i n  t h e  b r a i n  
and t i s s u e  bank would encompass t h e  fo l lowing  d i s o r d e r s :  diagnosed Down's 
syndrome, o t h e r  chromosome d e f e c t s ,  mi tochondr ia l  encephalopath ies ,
phenylke tonur ia  and o t h e r  aminoacidopathies ,  materna l  PKU, R e t t  syndrome,
l e u k o d y s t r o p h i e s ,  lysosomal  d i s o r d e r s ,  unexplained forms o f  mental  
r e t a r d a t i o n ,  sudden i n f a n t  d e a t h  syndrome (SIDS), d y s l e x i a ,  au t i sm,  and o t h e r  
neurodevelopmental  problems. S p e c i f i c  t i s s u e s  t o  be c o l l e c t e d  w i l l  i n c l u d e  
t h e  fo l lowing:  b r a i n ,  s p i n a l  cord ,  c e r e b r o s p i n a l  f l u i d ,  blood and serum,
p e r i p h e r a l  n e r v e s ,  l i v e r ,  kidney,  pancreas ,  l u n g s ,  s p l e e n ,  a d r e n a l ,  s k e l e t a l  
muscles,  h e a r t ,  s k i n ,  t h y r o i d ,  lymph nodes,  and gonads.  T i s s u e s  would b e  
o b t a i n e d  premortem, postmortem and from a b o r t i o n s .  These t i s s u e s  w i l l  be  made 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  q u a l i f i e d  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  t o  suppor t  and f a c i l i t a t e  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  
w i l l  l e a d  t o  an  improved unders tanding  o f  t h e  e t i o l o g y ,  pathology,
pa thogenes is ,  and c l i n i c a l - p a t h o l o g i c a l  c o r r e l a t i o n  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  are 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  mental  r e t a r d a t i o n ,  l e a r n i n g  and b e h a v i o r a l  d e f i c i t s ,  and 
SIDS. 

T h i s  announcement f o r  a b r a i n  and t i s s u e  bank is a new s o l i c i t a t i o n .  The 
i s s u a n c e  o f  t h i s  RFP w i l l  be on o r  about  August 6, 1990, and p r o p o s a l s  are due 
by 4:OOpm (Local  Time), October 15, 1990. The I n s t i t u t e  p l a n s  t o  make one 
award from t h i s  s o l i c i t a t i o n .  Those o r g a n i z a t i o n s  d e s i r i n g  a copy o f  t h e  
above RFP may send t h e i r  w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t  t o :  

Mrs. Lvnn S a l 0  
NICHDOGC, CMS*Id 	 Execut ive P l a z a  North Bldg.,  Rm. 515 
9000 R o c k v i l l e  P ike  
Bethesda, MD 20892 

To r e c e i v e  a copy o f  t h e  RFP, p l e a s e  supply  t h i s  o f f i c e  w i t h  two 
s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  m a i l i n g  l a b e l s .  A l l  r e s p o n s i b l e  s o u r c e s  may submit a p r o p o s a l
which w i l l  be  c o n s i d e r e d .  T h i s  adver t i sement  does n o t  commit t h e  Government 
t o  award a c o n t r a c t .  

DCBDC SMALL RESEARCH GRANTS ON THE MOLECULAR AND CELLULAR BIOLOGY OF 

METASTATIC TUMOR CELLS 

RFA AVAILABLE: CA-90-17 

P.T. 3 4 ;  K.W. 1002004, 1002008, 0715035 

N a t i o n a l  Cancer I n s t i t u t e  

Letter o f  I n t e n t  Rece ip t  Date: September 10, 1990 
A p p l i c a t i o n  Rece ip t  Date: October 10, 1990 

I .  INTRODUCTION 

The Cancer Biology Branch of t h e  D i v i s i o n  of Cancer Biology,  Diagnosis  and 
Centers  (DCBDC) a t  t h e  Nat iona l  Cancer I n s t i t u t e  ( N C I )  i n v i t e s  a p p l i c a t i o n s
f o r  g r a n t s  t o  s t u d y  t h e  molecular  and c e l l u l a r  b i o l o g y  of m e t a s t a t i c  tumor 
ce l l s .  T h i s  s p e c i a l  i n i t i a t i v e  is designed t o  promote c o l l a b o r a t i o n s  and 
f a c i l i t a t e  s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e r c h a n g e  between i n v e s t i g a t o r s ,  one w i t h  exper ience
i n  t h e  b io logy  o f  metastasis and t h e  o t h e r  i n  a more b a s i c  s c i e n t i f i c  
d i s c i p l i n e  such as molecular  o r  c e l l u l a r  b io logy  o r  b iochemis t ry .  P r o s p e c t i v e
p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  are encouraged t o  i d e n t i f y  a r e s e a r c h  c o l l a b o r a t o r  i n  
o r d e r  t o  p r e p a r e  and submit a small g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

w 	 The Small  Research Grants  program p r o v i d e s  l i m i t e d  funds  (maximum o f  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0  
p e r  y e a r )  f o r  shor t - te rm (up t o  2 y e a r s )  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s .  They are 
non-renewable. Small  g r a n t s  provide  an o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  i n i t i a t i n g  s t u d i e s  
which may b e  p r e l i m i n a r y  i n  n a t u r e .  Research i n v e s t i g a t o r s  i n  r e l e v a n t  f i e l d s  
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are i n v i t e d  t o  apply  f o r  t h e s e  g r a n t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  develop p r e l i m i n a r y  d a t a  
t h a t  could  form t h e  b a s i s  o f  f u t u r e  R01 o r  R29 a p p l i c a t i o n s .  

The p r e s e n t  Request f o r  A p p l i c a t i o n s  (RFA) announcement is  f o r  a s i n g l e
s o l i c i t a t i o n  w i t h  a s p e c i f i e d  d e a d l i n e  (October  1 0 ,  1990) f o r  r e c e i p t  o f  
a p p l i c a t i o n s .  There w i l l  be  up t o  t e n  awards i f  m e r i t o r i o u s  a p p l i c a t i o n s  and 
funds  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  

11. RESEARCH GOALS AND SCOPE 

The g o a l  o f  t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  is t o  provide  funds  f o r  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e s e a r c h  
p r o j e c t s  t h a t  w i l l  form t h e  b a s i s  o f  f u t u r e  R29 and R01 a p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  m e t a s t a s i s .  The i n t e n t  i s  t o  ( 1 )  f o s t e r  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  r e s e a r c h  
between i n v e s t i g a t o r s  w i t h  b a s i c  molecular  and c e l l u l a r  b i o l o g i c a l  and 
biochemical  r e s e a r c h  exper ience ,  and t h o s e  w i t h  exper ience  i n  m e t a s t a s i s  
r e s e a r c h ,  and ( 2 )  i n c r e a s e  t h e  number o f  l a b o r a t o r i e s  and i n v e s t i g a t o r s
a d d r e s s i n g  i s s u e s  o f  m e t a s t a s i s .  

The scope o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  may encompass any a s p e c t  o f  molecular  and c e l l u l a r  
b i o l o g y  and b iochemis t ry  as t h e y  apply  t o  m e t a s t a s i s  b i o l o g y .  A p p l i c a t i o n s
should b e  f o r  p r e l i m i n a r y  d a t a  g a t h e r i n g  o r  p i l o t  f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d i e s ,  and 
should be founded on t h e  combined r e s e a r c h  exper ience  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l
i n v e s t i g a t o r  and h i s l h e r  c o l l a b o r a t o r .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  should  s p e c i f i c a l l y
a d d r e s s  how t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  meets t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e ,  e . g . ,  t h e  
development o f  a new c o l l a b o r a t i o n  between an  i n v e s t i g a t o r  wi th  b a s i c  
molecular  and c e l l u l a r  b i o l o g i c a l  and biochemical  r e s e a r c h  exper ience  and one 
w i t h  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  metastasis r e s e a r c h .  Furthermore,  t h e  r e s e a r c h  
c o l l a b o r a t o r  should  a d d r e s s  how t h e  proposed r e s e a r c h  w i l l  r e l a t e  t o  and 
i n t e g r a t e  w i t h  o t h e r  ongoing r e s e a r c h  i n  h i s / h e r  l a b o r a t o r y .  E i t h e r  t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r  o r  t h e  r e s e a r c h  c o l l a b o r a t o r  must have demonstrated 
exper ience  i n  metastasis r e s e a r c h .  However, t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  is  n o t  in tended  
f o r  suppor t  o f  a p p l i c a n t  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  who have such exper ience  and propose
c o l l a b o r a t i n g  w i t h  l a b o r a t o r i e s  t h a t  a r e  also engaged i n  m e t a s t a s i s  r e s e a r c h  
i n  any s i g n i f i c a n t  manner. The r e s e a r c h  c o l l a b o r a t o r  may c o l l a b o r a t e  wi th  
more t h a n  one p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r .  

The p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r  must be accountable  t o  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n
o f f i c i a l s  f o r  t h e  proper  conduct o f  t h e  p r o j e c t .  The r e s e a r c h  c o l l a b o r a t o r  
must be named and t i m e  and e f f o r t  l i s t e d  on t h e  budget page.  The r e c i p i e n t
o r g a n i z a t i o n  is l e g a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  and a c c o u n t a b l e  t o  PHS f o r  performance and 
f i n a n c i a l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  gran t -suppor ted  a c t i v i t y .  

J u s t  a s  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  i s  in tended  t o  f o s t e r  a r e s e a r c h  c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  i t s e l f  should  c l e a r l y  be t h e  product  o f  in-depth d i s c u s s i o n s  and 
i n p u t  from b o t h  t h e  r e s e a r c h  c o l l a b o r a t o r  and t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r .  

111. MECHANISM OF SUPPORT 

Support  o f  t h i s  program w i l l  be through t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th  
( N I H )  g r a n t - i n - a i d .  A p p l i c a n t s  w i l l  be  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p lanning ,
d i r e c t i o n ,  and e x e c u t i o n  o f  t h e  proposed p r o j e c t .  Except as o t h e r w i s e  s t a t e d  
i n  t h i s  RFA, awards w i l l  be adminis te red  under PHS p o l i c y  as s t a t e d  i n  t h e  
P u b l i c  Heal th  S e r v i c e  Grants  P o l i c y  s t a t e m e n t ,  DHHS P u b l i c a t i o n  No. (OASH)
82-50,000, r e v i s e d  January  1 ,  1987. 

T h i s  RFA i s  a one-time s o l i c i t a t i o n .  Grants  made under t h i s  mechanism are 
non-renewable. 

Approximately $600,000 i n  t o t a l  c o s t s  p e r  y e a r  f o r  two y e a r s  w i l l  be  committed 
t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  fund a p p l i c a t i o n s  which are  submi t ted  i n  response  t o  t h i s  RFA. 
It is a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  10 awards w i l l  be  made. The t o t a l  d i r e c t  c o s t s  p e r  
y e a r  must n o t  exceed $40,000. T h i s  funding  l e v e l  is  dependent on t h e  r e c e i p t
o f  a s u f f i c i e n t  number o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  h i g h  s c i e n t i f i c  mer i t .  The t o t a l  
p r o j e c t  p e r i o d  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  submi t ted  i n  response  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  RFA 
should  be f o r  a t  l e a s t  one ( 1 )  y e a r  and may n o t  exceed two (2) y e a r s .  The 
e a r l i e s t  f e a s i b l e  s t a r t  d a t e  f o r  t h e  i n i t i a l  award w i l l  be  March 1 ,  1991. 
However, t h e  award d a t e  may be delayed t o  a s  l a t e  as August 1 ,  1991. Although
t h i s  program is provided f o r  i n  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  p l a n s  o f  t h e  N C I ,  t h e  award of 
g r a n t s  pursuant  t o  t h i s  RFA i s  a l s o  c o n t i n g e n t  upon t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of funds 
f o r  t h i s  .purpose.  

I V .  INQUIRIES 

W r i t t e n  o r  t e l e p h o n e  i n q u i r i e s  concerning t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  and scope o f  t h i s  RFA 
o r  i n q u i r i e s  about  whether o r  n o t  s p e c i f i c  proposed r e s e a r c h  would be 
r e s p o n s i v e  are encouraged and should be d i r e c t e d  t o  D r .  Michael R .  Mart in  a t  
t h e  a d d r e s s  below. The Program D i r e c t o r  welcomes t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c l a r i f y  
any i s s u e s  o r  q u e s t i o n s  from p o t e n t i a l  a p p l i c a n t s .  

N I H  G U I D E  - Vol.  19, No. 26, J u l y  13, 1990 - Page 2 



Dr. Michael R .  Martin 

Program Director for  Basic Cancer Biology 

National Cancer I n s t i t u t e  

Executive Plaza South, Room 630 

6120 Executive Blvd . 

Rockville,  MD 20892 

Telephone: (301) 496-7028 

Fax: (310) 496-8656 
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