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NOTICES 

AVAILABILITY OF FISH O I L  TEST MATERIALS 

P.T. 34; K.W. 0780000, 0780017 
'd Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th  

T h i s  n o t i c e  supplements t h e  p rev ious  announcement publ i shed  i n  t h e  N I H  Guide 
f o r  Grants and Con t rac t s  on August 25, 1989 (Vol. 18, No. 29). 

SUMMARY AND PURPOSE 

Add i t iona l  Tes t  Materials Cur ren t ly  Avai lab le  

o EPA e t h y l  ester,  prepared  from menhaden o i l ,  packaged i n  1-5 gm p o r t i o n s  
o DHA e t h y l  ester, prepared  from menhaden o i l ,  packaged i n  1-5 gm p o r t i o n s  

Process ing  and S p e c i f i c a t i o n s  o f  Biomedical T e s t  Materials 

o EPA Ethy l  E s t e r  

The e t h y l  ester of  EPA is prepared  from vacuum-deodorized menhaden o i l  u s ing
t r a n s e s t e r i f i c a t i o n ,  u r e a  adduct ion  and shor t -pa th  d i s t i l l a t i o n  t o  y i e l d  an 
n-3 e t h y l  ester c o n c e n t r a t e .  The p u r i f i e d  e t h y l  ester o f  EPA is a t t a i n e d  by
s u p e r c r i t i c a l  f l u i d  C02 e x t r a c t i o n  from t h e  n-3 e t h y l  ester c o n c e n t r a t e  
followed by h igh  performance l i q u i d  chromatography. The product c o n t a i n s  >95% 
e t h y l  e s t e r s ;  o f  t h e  e t h y l  esters EPA is 97%, o t h e r  n-3's are <l%, n-6's are 
< l %  and o t h e r  f a t t y  a c i d s  are <l%. 

DHA E thy l  Ester 

The e t h y l  e s t e r  o f  DHA is prepared  from vacuum-deodorized menhaden o i l  u s ing
t r a n s e s t e r f i c a t i o n ,  u rea  adduct ion  and shor t -pa th  d i s t i l l a t i o n  t o  y i e l d  an n-3 
e t h y l  ester c o n c e n t r a t e .  The p u r i f i e d  e t h y l  ester o f  DHA is  a t t a i n e d  by
s u p e r c r i t i c a l  f l u i d  C02 e x t r a c t i o n  from t h e  n-3 e t h y l  ester c o n c e n t r a t e  
followed by h igh  performance l i q u i d  chromatography. The product c o n t a i n s  >95% 
e t h y l  esters; of  t h e  e t h y l  e s t e r s  DHA is 96%, o t h e r  n - 3 ' ~  are <2%, n-6's are 
< l %and o t h e r  f a t t y  a c i d s  are <1%. 

-4FISH O I L  TEST MATERIALS PROGRAM 

The F i sh  O i l  Tes t  Materials Program is adminis te red  by t h e  Div i s ion  o f  
N u t r i t i o n  Research Coordination i n  t h e  Office of  Disease Prevent ion ,  N I H .  The 
program was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1986 through t h e  coopera t ion  of  t h e  Nat iona l  
I n s t i t u t e s  of  Heal th  ( N I H ) ,  t h e  Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental Heal th  
Adminis t ra t ion  (ADAMHA), and t h e  Nat iona l  Oceanic and Atmospheric
AdministrationlDepartment of  Commerce ( N O A A / D O C ) .  Th i s  program h a s  been 
designed t o  provide  a long-term, c o n s i s t e n t  supply of 
quality-assuredlquality-controlled t es t  materials t o  r e s e a r c h e r s  i n  o rde r  t o  
f a c i l i t a t e  the  evaluation o f  the  r o l e  t h a t  omega-3 f a t t y  a c i d s  p l ay  i n  h e a l t h  
and d i s e a s e .  

F i sh  O i l  T e s t  Materials Advisory Committee 

A F i sh  O i l  T e s t  Materials Advisory Committee (FOTMAC) is cochai red  by
s c i e n t i f i c  s ta f f  from ADAMHA and N I H  and is composed o f  s c i e n t i s t s  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  funding agenc ie s  ( N I H ,  ADAMHA), t h e  r e s e a r c h  community,
Department o f  Commerce ( D O C )  and t h e  Food and Drug Adminis t ra t ion  (FDA).  The 
FOTMAC prov ides  s c i e n t i f i c  advice  t o  t h e  DOC r ega rd ing  t h e  t y p e s  o f  materials 
needed by r e s e a r c h  s c i e n t i s t s ,  sh ipping  procedures  f o r  t h e  materials, and 
a d d i t i o n a l  q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l  and product ion  i s s u e s .  The committee is  adv i so ry  
t o  t h e  F i s h  O i l  T e s t  Materials Program on gene ra l  programmatic i s s u e s  such as 
f u t u r e  d i r e c t i o n s  and h a s  produced a manual on Good Laboratory P r a c t i c e s  f o r  
t h e  handling o f  polyunsa tura ted  m a t e r i a l s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  committee 
provided guidance t o  DOC dur ing  t h e  product ion  of  t h e  Drug Master F i l e  
submitted t o  t h e  FDA by t h e  FOTMAC. Manuals on A n a l y t i c a l  Methods f o r  t h e  
Q u a l i t y  Assurance of  F i s h  O i l ,  Production MethodslSafety and D i s t r i b u t i o n  were 
produced by t h e  DOC. 

F i s h  O i l  Tes t  Materials D i s t r i b u t i o n  Committee 
A Fish  O i l  T e s t  Materials D i s t r i b u t i o n  Committee (FOTMDC) is composed o f  N I H  
and o t h e r  Fede ra l  s c i e n t i s t s  t h a t  do n o t  use  t h e s e  p roduc t s .  The D i s t r i b u t i o n  

-.I	committee p rocesses  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  r ece ived  from i n v e s t i g a t o r s ,  a d v i s e s  t h e  
DOC of  a p p l i c a n t s  t h a t  have f u l f i l l e d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  p rocess ,  and makes 
recommendations r ega rd ing  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  r eques t ed  m a t e r i a l s .  
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APPLICATION PROCESS 


To q u a l i f y  t o  r e c e i v e  materials desc r ibed  i n  t h i s  announcement t h e  a p p l i c a n t 

must: 1 )  have peer-reviewed r e s e a r c h  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  need f o r  t h e  r eques t ed 

materials, and 2) submit a c o r r e c t l y  completed a p p l i c a t i o n  form and a s igned 

waiver o f  l i a b i l i t y .  The committee w i l l  n o t  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  

s c i e n t i f i c  m e r i t  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  Regula t ions  on human s u b j e c t s  and animal -II


r e s e a r c h  apply .  I n  accordance with f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  an I N D  number w i l l  be 

r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  use  of  t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  i n  human s t u d i e s .  The FOTMAC has  

e s t a b l i s h e d  a drug  master f i l e  a t  t h e  FDA which inc ludes  manufacturing, 

chemical composition and t o x i c o l o g i c a l  d a t a  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e s e  p roduc t s . 

I n v e s t i g a t o r s  u s i n g  NOAAIDOC m a t e r i a l s  may r e f e r e n c e  t h i s  f i l e  i n  o r d e r  t o  

exped i t e  t h e i r  I N D  r e q u e s t s .  A v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  materials are con t ingen t  on 

DOC/NOAA product ion  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  When p r i o r i t i z a t i o n  i s  necessary ,  t h e  o r d e r  

w i l l  be:  1 )  NIHIADAMHA funded, 2 )  o t h e r  U.S. government funded, 3 ) 

peer-reviewed, o t h e r  funded, 4 )  NIH/ADAMHA approved, n o t  funded, and 5 )  o t h e r .  


The awarded materials are provided t o  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  free o f  charge .  Requests 

f o r  materials of amounts g r e a t e r  t han  175 gIyea r  o f  EPA e t h y l  ester and lo r  100 

g/year of DHA e t h y l  es ter  should n o t  be submi t ted  without p r i o r  d i s c u s s i o n  

with  t h e  NMFS - Char les ton  Laboratory.  For f u r t h e r  in format ion  c o n t a c t  M s .  

P a t r i c i a  F a i r  a t  (803) 762-1200. 


TEST MATERIALS AVAILABLE I N  THE FUTURE 


Tes t  m a t e r i a l s  and t h e i r  r e l e v a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n  p rocess  w i l l  be announced i n  t h e  

N I H  Guide as new m a t e r i a l s  become a v a i l a b l e .  


OTHER INFORMATION 


Addi t iona l  in format ion  w i l l  be provided t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  i n  t h e  form o f  

complete q u a l i t y  assurance  d a t a  f o r  each l o t  o f  t e s t  material shipped, 

s t a b i l i t y  d a t a  and s t o r a g e  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  


I N Q U I R I E S  AND APPLICATIONS 


I n v e s t i g a t o r s  may o b t a i n  f u r t h e r  in format ion  and apply  f o r  a v a i l a b l e  f i s h  o i l  

test  materials f o r  r e l e v a n t  s t u d i e s  by r e q u e s t i n g  an a p p l i c a t i o n  form from: 


Fish  O i l  Tes t  Materials Program

Div i s ion  o f  N u t r i t i o n  Research Coordination 


"cBui ld ing  31, Room 4B63 
Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th  
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301)  496-2323 

PROMOTION OF INTEGRITY AND RESPONSIBLE PRACTICE I N  BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH -
A A M C I N I H  REGIONAL WORKSHOPS 

P.T. 42; K.W. 1014004 

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Health 

On A p r i l  20-21, t h e  George Washington Un ive r s i ty  w i l l  h o s t  t h e  f i r s t  o f  f o u r  
r e g i o n a l  workshops sponsored by t h e  Assoc ia t ion  of  American Medical Col leges
(AAMC), under c o n t r a c t  with t h e  Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  of  Heal th  ( N I H ) ,  t o  
addres s  i s s u e s  i n  t h e  promotion of  i n t e g r i t y  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  biomedical 
r e s e a r c h .  The r e g i o n a l  workshops w i l l  s e r v e  as a forum f o r  d i s c u s s i n g  r e c e n t  
developments w i th in  t h e  Pub l i c  Heal th  Se rv ice  t h a t  i nc lude  t h e  es tab l i shment  
of  t h e  Office of  S c i e n t i f i c  I n t e g r i t y  and t h e  new r e g u l a t i o n  r e q u i r i n g  awardee 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  p o l i c i e s  and procedures are i n  p l a c e  f o r  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  p o s s i b l e  misconduct i n  s c i e n c e .  The workshop w i l l  add res s  
s p e c i a l  t o p i c s  such as  t r a i n i n g  and mentoring, pee r  review and au tho r sh ip
p r a c t i c e s ,  and d a t a  ownership as w e l l  as d isseminat ion  of  t h e  informat ion  
developed by t h e  I n s t i t u t e  of Medicine s tudy ,  "Promotion of  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  
Research i n  t h e  Heal th  Sciences" supported by t h e  N I H .  The workshop i s  
expected t o  be of  i n t e r e s t  t o  program d i r e c t o r s ,  i n v e s t i g a t o r s ,  and academic 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  involved i n  behav io ra l  and biomedical r e s e a r c h .  CME c r e d i t s  
w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  workshop through t h e  George Washington Un ive r s i ty
Office of Continuing Medical Education. 

Location: Holiday Inn  Crowne P laza ,  Ar l ing ton  V i r g i n i a  

.-
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Contact : 

Leah C .  Valadez 

The George Washington Un ive r s i ty  Medical Center 

Office o f  t h e  Dean f o r  Research 

2300 Eye S t r e e t ,  N . W . ,  S u i t e  514 

Washington, DC 20037 


d Telephone: (202) 994-2801 

S i m i l a r  workshops are planned f o r  Boston, Massachusetts;  S t .  Louis, Missouri;
and San Diego, C a l i f o r n i a .  Dates w i l l  be announced i n  f u t u r e  n o t i c e s .  

HEALTH AND SAFETY GUIDELINES FOR GRANTEES AND CONTRACTORS 

P.T.  34; K.W. 1014002, 0725010, 0725020 

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th  

Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental Health Adminis t ra t ion  


This  n o t i c e  i s  a r e p u b l i c a t i o n ,  wi th  minor mod i f i ca t ions ,  o f  an A p r i l  1989 

i s suance  on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  It is  be ing  r e i s s u e d  t o  emphasize i ts  con t inu ing 

importance. 


Organiza t ions  r e c e i v i n g  g r a n t  or c o n t r a c t  awards are r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

p r o t e c t i n g  t h e i r  personnel  from hazardous c o n d i t i o n s .  The Government is no t  

l e g a l l y  l i a b l e  f o r  a c c i d e n t s ,  i l l n e s s e s ,  or claims a r i s i n g  ou t  of  r e s e a r c h  

performed under i t s  awards, bu t  t h e  Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  of  Heal th  ( N I H )  and 

t h e  Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental Health Adminis t ra t ion  (ADAMHA) are 

none the le s s  aware t h a t  a v a r i e t y  of  hazards  t h r e a t e n  t h e  s a f e t y  and h e a l t h  o f  

both  l a b o r a t o r y  and c l i n i c a l  r e s e a r c h  pe r sonne l .  Accordingly, t h e  g u i d e l i n e s 

t h a t  fo l low are designed t o  ( 1 )  i d e n t i f y  p o t e n t i a l  hazards ,  ( 2 )  adv i se  awardee 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and i n v e s t i g a t o r s  o f  c e r t a i n  s t anda rds  t h a t  should be cons idered  

i n  o r d e r  t o  addres s  p a r t i c u l a r  h e a l t h  and/or s a f e t y  concerns,  and ( 3 ) 

emphasize t h a t  concerns about p o t e n t i a l l y  hazardous c o n d i t i o n s  could  r e s u l t  i n  

g r a n t  or c o n t r a c t  funding d e l a y s  u n t i l  t h o s e  concerns have been r e so lved  t o  

t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  of  t h e  awarding component. 


1 .  Sources o f  p o t e n t i a l  danger t o  r e s e a r c h  personnel  i nc lude  t h e  fo l lowing
classes o f  hazard :  

a .  Biohazards ( e . g . ,  Human Immunodeficiency Virus ,  HIV;  o t h e r  
*d i n f e c t i o u s  agen t s ;  oncogenic v i r u s e s ) .  

b .  	Chemical hazards  ( e . g . ,  carcinogens; chemotherapeutic agents ;  o t h e r  
t o x i c  chemicals;  flammable or exp los ive  materials) .  

c.  Radioac t ive  materials. 

2 .  	 The fo l lowing  g u i d e l i n e s  and s t anda rds  c o n t a i n  informat ion  designed t o  
assist g r a n t e e s  and c o n t r a c t o r s  i n  provid ing  a safe work environment f o r  
r e s e a r c h  personnel .  Therefore ,  depending upon t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s a f e t y  hazard a t  
i s s u e ,  grantees and contractors are expected t o  consult  these  gu ide l ines .
They may be ob ta ined  from: 


Div i s ion  of S a f e t y 

Office of  Research S e r v i c e s  

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th  

Bui ld ing ,  31, Room 1C02 

Bethesda, MD 20892 


a. 	Biosa fe ty  i n  Microbio logica l  and Biomedical Labora to r i e s ,  U.S. 
Department o f  Heal th  and Human Se rv ices ,  Centers  f o r  Disease 
Cont ro l  and t h e  Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th .  HHS P u b l i c a t i o n  No. 
( C D C )  88-8395. 

b .  	Recommendations f o r  Prevent ion  of  H I V  Transmission i n  Health-Care 
S e t t i n g s .  Morbidity and M o r t a l i t y  Report, August 21, 1987, Vol. 
35, N O .  2s. 

c. 	Update: Universa l  P recau t ions  f o r  Prevent ion  o f  Transmission of  
Human Immunodeficiency Virus ,  H e p a t i t i s  B Vi rus ,  and Other 
Bloodborne Pathogens i n  Health-Care S e t t i n g s .  Morbidity and 
M o r t a l i t y  Weekly Report, June 24, 1988, Vol. 37, No. 24.  

d. Recommendations f o r  t h e  Safe  Handling o f  P a r e n t e r a l  A n t i n e o p l a s t i c
-Id Drugs, N I H  P u b l i c a t i o n  No. 83-2621. 
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e.  	N I H  Guide l ines  f o r  t h e  Laboratory U s e  o f  Chemical Carcinogens,  N I H  
P u b l i c a t i o n  No. 81-2385. 

The fo l lowing  materials are a l s o  recommended and may be  purchased from: 

Nat iona l  Academy P r e s s  
2102 C o n s t i t u t i o n  Avenue, N.W.  
Washington, D . C .  20418 

A.  	 Prudent P r a c t i c e s  f o r  Handling Hazardous Chemicals i n  t h e  
Laboratory.  P r i c e  $19.95 

B .  	 Prudent P r a c t i c e s  f o r  t h e  Disposal  o f  Chemicals from t h e  
Laboratory.  P r i c e  $19.95 

C .  	 B i o s a f e t y  i n  t h e  Laboratory:  Prudent P r a c t i c e s  f o r  Handling and 
Disposal  o f  I n f e c t i o u s  Materials. P r i c e  $29.95 

3. Grant a p p l i c a t i o n s  and c o n t r a c t  p roposa ls  posing s p e c i a l  hazards  t y p i c a l l y  
are i d e n t i f i e d  dur ing  t h e  i n i t i a l  review process ,  bu t  such concerns can 
formal ly  be expressed by agency s ta f f  o r  c o n s u l t a n t s  a t  any t i m e  p r i o r  t o  
award. Regardless  o f  t h e  t iming  of t h e  descr ibed  concern,  g r a n t  o r  c o n t r a c t  
funding could be  delayed u n t i l  t h e  matter h a s  been r e s o l v e d  t o  t h e  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  awarding component. 

S p e c i a l  hazards  t h a t  are i d e n t i f i e d  af ter  an award is made may l e a d  t o  
suspension o f  work under t h e  g r a n t  o r  c o n t r a c t  pending c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n  by
t h e  awardee. (See 45 CFR 74, Subpart  M ,  concerning g r a n t  suspension and 48 
CFR 12.5 concerning c o n t r a c t  "s top  work" o r d e r s . )  

Grantee and c o n t r a c t o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  are n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  submit documented 
assurance  o f  t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  and s t a n d a r d s  
i d e n t i f i e d  i n  s e c t i o n  2 of t h i s  n o t i c e .  However, where d i c t a t e d  by t h e  
circumstances,  g r a n t e e s  and c o n t r a c t o r s  should be  a b l e  t o  provide  evidence 
t h a t  p e r t i n e n t  h e a l t h  and safety standards have been considered and, w h e r e  
necessary ,  have been put  i n  p r a c t i c e .  Such evidence may be reques ted  by
a p p r o p r i a t e  NIH and ADAMHA s t a f f ;  for example, dur ing  a s i t e  v i s i t .  

NOTICES OF AVAILABILITY (RFPs AND RFAs) 

J N  VITRO METHODS TO ASSESS HUMAN METABOLISM OF CHEMICAL XENOBIOTICS 

RFP AVAILABLE: NIH-ES-90-06 

P.T. 34; K.W. 0765020, 0755010 

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Environmental Heal th  Sc iences  


The Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Environmental Heal th  Sc iences  (NIEHS), Nat iona l  

I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th  ( N I H ) ,  is  s o l i c i t i n g  proposa ls  f o r  a p r o j e c t  t o  compare

t h e  i n  v i t r o  metabolism o f  chemical x e n o b i o t i c s  i n  human t i s s u e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  

t o  s imi la r  p r e p a r a t i o n s  from animal s p e c i e s  commonly used i n  l a b o r a t o r y 

r e s e a r c h  and t e s t i n g .  S t u d i e s  of  h e p a t i c  metabolism s h a l l  be  performed i n  

l i v e r  t i s s u e  s l ices .  Metabolism i n  o t h e r  t i s s u e s ,  o r  o t h e r  t i s s u e  

p r e p a r a t i o n s ,  i f  deemed necessary,  s h a l l  be c a r r i e d  o u t  u s i n g  t h e  b e s t  

a v a i l a b l e  techniques .  It is  es t imated  t h a t  3-4 chemicals  p e r  year  s h a l l  be 

s t u d i e d .  One c o n t r a c t  is a n t i c i p a t e d .  The Request f o r  Proposals  (RFP) w i l l  

be r e l e a s e d  on o r  about March 21, 1990, wi th  responses  due by May 9,  1990. 

A l l  r e s p o n s i b l e  s o u r c e s  may submit a proposa l  which s h a l l  be  cons idered  by t h e  

Agency. 


Requests should r e f e r e n c e  RFP NIH-ES-90-06 and should be  forwarded t o :  


Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  of Environmental Heal th  Sc iences  

Contrac ts  and Procurement Management Branch, OM 

ATTN: Mary B .  Armstead, Cont rac t ing  Officer 

79 T.  W. Alexander Drive,  4401 Bui ld ina-

P.O. Box 12874 

Research T r i a n g l e  Park,  NC 27709 


_-
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POTICE: DEVELOPMENT OF NONMAMMALIAN MODELS FOR BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH 


RFA: RR-90-01 


P.T. 34; K.W. 0755020, 0780015, 0780020 


Nat iona l  Center f o r  Research Resources 


The Divis ion  o f  Research Resources, now a p a r t  o f  t h e  Nat iona l  Center  f o r  

Research Resources (NCRR), publ ished a Request f o r  Appl ica t ions  (RFA)

RR-90-01, Development o f  Nonmammalian Models f o r  Biomedical Research, i n  t h e  

N I H  Guide f o r  Grants  and Cont rac ts ,  Vol. 18, No. 44, December 15, 1989. A 

modif ica t ion  h a s  been made t o  t h e  RFA. 


Because o f  t h e  shor tened  t i m e  f o r  t h e  review process ,  l i m i t e d  staff resources , 

and t h e  number o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a n t i c i p a t e d ,  a p p l i c a t i o n s  may be s u b j e c t e d  t o  a 

t r i a g e  by a peer-review group t o  determine t h e i r  s c i e n t i f i c  m e r i t  r e l a t i v e  t o  

t h e  o t h e r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  i n  response t o  t h i s  RFA. N I H  w i l l  withdraw 

from competi t ion t h o s e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  judged t o  be noncompetit ive and n o t i f y  t h e  

a p p l i c a n t  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  bus iness  o f f i c i a l .  Those a p p l i c a t i o n s  judged t o  

be  compet i t ive  w i l l  be f u r t h e r  eva lua ted  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c / t e c h n i c a l  merit by

i n i t i a l  review groups which w i l l  be convened by t h e  Office o f  Review, NCRR. 

Those a p p l i c a n t s  who s e n t  a l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h i s  n o t i c e .  If 

f u r t h e r  information is  needed, p l e a s e  c a l l :  


Louise E .  Ramm, Ph.D. 

B i o l o g i c a l  Models and Materials Resources Program

Nat iona l  Center  f o r  Research Resources 

Telephone: (301) 402-0630 


ADDENDUM: KIDNEY DISEASES OF DIABETES MELLITUS: PATHOPHYSIOLOGY, C L I N I C A 4  

FEATURES. AND EPIDEMIOLOGY 


RFA: 90-DK-06 


P.T. 34; K.W. 0715075, 0765035, 0785035, 0785055 


Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Diabe tes  and Diges t ive  and Kidney Diseases 


Appl ica t ion  Receipt  Date: A p r i l  23, 1990 


On January 19, 1990, t h e  above mentioned Request f o r  Appl ica t ions  (RFA) was 

announced i n  t h e  N I H  Guide f o r  Grants  and Cont rac ts ,  Vol. 19, No. 3. Because 

t h e  number o f  l e t t e r s  o f  i n t e n t  rece ived  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  number o f  

a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be  l a r g e  compared t o  t h e  number o f  awards t o  be made, t h e  

N I H  may conduct a pre l iminary  s c i e n t i f i c  peer  review t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h o s e  

a p p l i c a t i o n s  which a r e  c l e a r l y  n o t  compet i t ive .  The N I H  w i l l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y 

withdraw from competi t ion t h o s e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  judged t o  be noncompetit ive and 

w i l l  n o t i f y  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  bus iness  o f f i c i a l .  


Those a p p l i c a t i o n s  judged t o  be both  compet i t ive  and respons ive  w i l l  be 

f u r t h e r  eva lua ted  according t o  t h e  review c r i t e r i a  s ta ted  i n  t h e  RFA f o r  

s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n i c a l  merit  by an a p p r o p r i a t e  peer  review group convened by

t h e  Div is ion  o f  Extramural A c t i v i t i e s ,  N I D D K .  


A l l  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  announcement remain t h e  same. 

BENTAL RETARDATION RESEARCH CENTERS 


RFA AVAILABLE: HD-90-07 


P.T. 04; K.W. 0715130, 0710030, 0745020, 0745027, 0745070 


Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Chi ld  Heal th  and Human Development 


Letter o f  I n t e n t  Receipt  Date: A p r i l  16, 1990 

Appl ica t ion  Receipt  Date: J u l y  12, 1990 

The Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Chi ld  Heal th  and Human Development
t h e  Mental Retarda t ion  and Developmental D i s a b i l i t i e s  (MRDD 1 ~ 

f o r  Research f o r  Mothers and Children (CRMC),  i n v i t e s  r e s e a r c  
g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  (P30) t o  develop new knowledge i n  t h e  fie11 

and a m e l i o r a t i o n  o f  mental r e t a r d a t i o n  and developmental 

N I C H D ) ,  through
ranch, Center  

c e n t e r  c o r e  
o f  prevent ion ,  

t r e a t m e n t ,
d i s a b i l i t i e s .  Two c e n t e r s  may be supported i n  response t o  t h i s  announcement. 

N I H  GUIDE - Vol. 19, No. 11, March 16, 1990 - Page 5 



The primary o b j e c t i v e  of  t h e  N I C H D  Mental Re ta rda t ion  Research Centers  (MRRCs) 

is t o  provide  suppor t  and f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  a cohes ive ,  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  program

o f  r e s e a r c h  and r e s e a r c h  t r a i n i n g  i n  mental r e t a r d a t i o n  and r e l a t e d  a s p e c t s  o f  

human development. 


NICHD h a s  supported MRRCs through t h e  p rov i s ion  of  c o r e  g r a n t s  (P30)  which 

f ac i l i t a t e  program coord ina t ion  and suppor t  c e n t r a l  r e s e a r c h  c o r e  u n i t s .  

Funds f o r  t h e  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  u s ing  t h e s e  co re  u n i t s  come from independent 

sources  inc lud ing  Fede ra l ,  S t a t e  and p r i v a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  T h i s  announcement +* 

seeks  a p p l i c a t i o n s  from e x i s t i n g  MRRCs and from o t h e r  comparable i n s t i t u t i o n s  

t h a t  meet t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  a program of  mental r e t a r d a t i o n  r e s e a r c h .  


BACKGROUND 


A major goa l  o f  t h e  MRDD Branch's r e s e a r c h  program is t o  prevent  and/or 

a m e l i o r a t e  mental r e t a r d a t i o n .  The degree o f  impairment a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  

mental r e t a r d a t i o n  v a r i e s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  cause .  Moderate and more seve re  

mental r e t a r d a t i o n  o f t e n  r e s u l t s  from problems t h a t  produce profound

a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  b r a i n  development and/or f u n c t i o n .  Diminished i n t e l l e c t u a l  and 

a d a p t i v e  c a p a c i t y  can o f t e n  be t r a c e d  t o  d e f e c t i v e  genes,  t e r a t o g e n i c  agen t s , 

i n f e c t i o n s ,  n u t r i t i o n a l  d e f i c i t s ,  a c c i d e n t s ,  d i s e a s e s  and o t h e r  d i s o r d e r s  

caus ing  b r a i n  damage. A l a r g e r  p ropor t ion  of  c a s e s  of  mental r e t a r d a t i o n  is 

r e l a t e d  t o  environmental  c o n d i t i o n s  and d i s o r d e r s  o f  unknown e t i o l o g y .  These 

complex problems r e q u i r e  i n t e g r a t e d ,  m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  approaches involv ing 

biomedical and/or behav io ra l  s c i e n c e s  i n  a v a r i e t y  of  s e t t i n g s .  


The purpose o f  an MRRC is  t o  provide  a r e s e a r c h  environment i n  which 

i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  among i n v e s t i g a t o r s  who are working i n  areas 

o f  r e l evance  t o  t h e  p reven t ion  and lo r  ame l io ra t ion  o f  mental r e t a r d a t i o n  i s  

f a c i l i t a t e d .  Such r e s e a r c h  w i l l  cover a broad spectrum o f  s c i e n t i f i c  

approaches ranging  from l a b o r a t o r y  r e s e a r c h  on fundamental p rocesses  of 

abnormal development t o  c l i n i c a l  and educa t iona l  r e s e a r c h  i n  which persons 

with  mental r e t a r d a t i o n  are s t u d i e d .  


It is thought  t h a t  major s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  problems of mental r e t a r d a t i o n  may

be found as a r e s u l t  of m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  invo lv ing  a v a r i e t y  of 

approaches i n  t h e  MRRCs. As a r e s u l t  of t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and s c i e n t i f i c  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  wi th in  a MRRC and a c r o s s  t h e  network o f  MRRCs, o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  

breakthroughs w i l l  be enhanced. 


RESEARCH SCOPE 


MRRC Core Grants  are in tended  t o  b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  i n  a c e n t e r  a v a r i e t y  o f  

d i s c i p l i n e s  t o  work on t h e  common problems o f  mental r e t a r d a t i o n .  

Consequently, a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  Mental Re ta rda t ion  Center Core Grants (P30) 

should inc lude  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  s tudy ing  a range o f  t o p i c s  i n  b a s i c  and c l i n i c a l  

o r  a p p l i e d  r e s e a r c h .  Appl icants  a r e  encouraged, bu t  are n o t  r equ i r ed ,  t o  

i nc lude  both  biomedical and behav io ra l  components from among t h e  fo l lowing 

t o p i c s  : 


1 .  Developmental neu rob io log ica l  s t u d i e s  r e l e v a n t  t o  MRDD. 

2. Inborn e r r o r s  o f  metabolism r e l e v a n t  t o  MRDD. 

3. Genet ic /cy togenet ic  d i s o r d e r s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  MRDD. 

4. Molecular b io logy;  development of  animal models. 

5 .  	 Toxicology and p h y s i c a l  environmental  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  e t i o l o g y ,  
t r ea tmen t  and p reven t ion  o f  MRDD. 

6 .  	 I n t e l l e c t u a l ,  behav io ra l ,  phys i ca l  and t h e  i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  effects 
o f  m a l n u t r i t i o n .  

7. Developmental pharmacology and psychopharmacology. 

8 .  I n f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e s  i n  t h e  e t i o l o g y ,  p reven t ion  and t r ea tmen t  o f  MRDD. 

9 .  Diagnos is .  

1 0 .  P e r i n a t a l  problems a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  MRDD. 

1 1 .  Psychobio logica l  p rocesses  i n  MRDD. 

12. Psychologica l  p rocesses  i n  MRDD. 

13. E a r l y  i n t e r v e n t i o n  f o r  i n f a n t s  born a t  r i s k .  
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14. Behavioral  a n a l y s i s  o f  MRDD i n d i v i d u a l s .  

15. Family and community s t u d i e s .  

16.  Language and communication o f  MRDD popu la t ions .  

17. Learning d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  dys l ex ia ,  and a t t e n t i o n  d e f i c i t  d i s o r d e r .  

18.  Behavior i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  and educa t iona l  s e t t i n g s .  

19.  Soc ioeco log ica l  p rocesses .  

20. Epidemiology o f  MRDD. 

INCLUSION OF MINORITIES AND FEMALES I N  STUDY POPULATION 

PHS u rges  a p p l i c a n t s  t o  g i v e  added a t t e n t i o n  (where f e a s i b l e  and a p p r o p r i a t e )  
t o  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of  m i n o r i t i e s  and women i n  s tudy  popu la t ions  f o r  r e s e a r c h .  
If m i n o r i t i e s  and women are no t  included, a clear r a t i o n a l e  f o r  t h e i r  
exc lus ion  should be provided. I n v e s t i g a t o r s  are reminded t h a t  merely
inc lud ing  a r b i t r a r y  numbers o f  women and minor i ty  p a r t i c i p a n t s  is  a g iven
s tudy  is  i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  guarantee  g e n e r a l i z a b i l i t y  of r e s u l t s .  

ELIGIBILITY 

Any o f  t h e  fo l lowing  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  are e l i g i b l e  t o  apply :  Non-profit
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s ;  S t a t e  and l o c a l  governments and t h e i r  
agencies ;  and au tho r i zed  Federa l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

MECHANISM, SCOPE AND SCALE OF SUPPORT 

MRRC g r a n t s  w i l l  be suppor ted  through t h e  c e n t e r  c o r e  g r a n t  (P30) mechanism. 
Review of  a p p l i c a t i o n s  and management o f  g r a n t s  w i l l  be s u b j e c t  t o  a p p l i c a b l e
p o l i c i e s  f o r  N I H  r e s e a r c h  c e n t e r  g r a n t s .  

Awards w i l l  be made f o r  a pe r iod  o f  f i v e  y e a r s .  To be e l i g i b l e  f o r  award as 
an  MRRC, t h e  Center must provide  co re  suppor t  for a minimum o f  10 p r o j e c t s
funded from non-univers i ty  sou rces .  

The t o t a l  d i r e c t  c o s t s  r eques t ed  f o r  t h e  first yea r  may no t  exceed $500,000
for new g r a n t s  and n o t  more t h a n  104% o f  t h e  l e v e l  recommended f o r  t h e  
prev ious  budget pe r iod  o f  a competing renewal g r a n t .  Budgets o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s

''u 	f o r  new and renewal suppor t  w i l l  be s t r i n g e n t l y  reviewed wi th in  t h e s e  
g u i d e l i n e s .  App l i ca t ions  wi th  budget r e q u e s t s  exceeding t h e s e  g u i d e l i n e s  w i l l  
be a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  withdrawn by N I C H D  and r e tu rned  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t .  

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF AWARDS 


This  is t h e  f o u r t h  o f  a s e r i e s  o f  annual announcements. P l ans  are t o  make two 

awards i n  f iscal  yea r  1991. 


WHERE COMPLETE RFA MAY BE OBTAINED 


A complete Request for Appl i ca t ions  e n t i t l e d  "Mental Re ta rda t ion  Research 

Centers  (P30)1t and g u i d e l i n e s  concerning "NICHD Research Centers  

Programs-Center Core Grants (P30)"  may be ob ta ined  from: 


Mental Re ta rda t ion  and Developmental D i s a b i l i t i e s  Branch 

Center f o r  Research f o r  Mothers and Chi ldren ,  N I C H D  

Executive P laza  North, Rm. 631 

6130 Executive Boulevard 

Bethesda, MD 20892 

Telephone¶ (301) 496-1383 


This  program is  desc r ibed  i n  t h e  Catalog o f  Federa l  Domestic Ass i s t ance  No. 

13.865 Research f o r  Mothers and Chi ldren .  Awards w i l l  be made under t h e  

a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  Pub l i c  Heal th  Se rv ice  A c t ,  S e c t i o n  301  (42 USC241) and 

adminis te red  under PHS g r a n t  p o l i c i e s  and Federa l  Regula t ions  42 CFR P a r t  52 

and 45 CFR P a r t  74. This  program is  no t  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  in te rgovernmenta l 

review requi rements  o f  Executive Order 12372 o r  a Heal th  Systems Agency

Review. 


/.' 
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HEALTH AND RETIREMENT STUDY 

RFA AVAILABLE: 90-AG-02 

P.T. 34; K.W. 0710010, 0730010, 0 4 0 8 0 0 6 ,  0404021, 0755018 

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  on Aging 

Letter o f  I n t e n t  Date: A p r i l  10 ,  1990 
App l i ca t ion  Rece ip t  Date: May 23, 1990 

The Na t iona l  I n s t i t u t e  on Aging ( N I A )  i n v i t e s  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  a coope ra t ive
agreement t o  des ign  and conduct a n a t i o n a l  l o n g i t u d i n a l  s tudy  o f  men and women 
t h a t  focuses  on t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  p rocess  wi th  emphasis on h e a l t h  i s s u e s .  The 
gene ra l  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  s tudy  is  t o  i n c r e a s e  unders tanding  of t h e  
de t e rminan t s  and consequences of  r e t i r e m e n t  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  h e a l t h ,  economic 
and psychosocia l  p rocesses  and outcomes. 

Research is  needed t o  answer numerous q u e s t i o n s  about t h e  de te rminants  and 
dynamics o f  c u r r e n t  r e t i r e m e n t  p rocesses .  For example, what o b j e c t i v e  h e a l t h  
problems and s u b j e c t i v e  pe rcep t ions  o f  h e a l t h  make cont inued  work d i f f i c u l t ,
and what changes i n  t h e  workplace could  l e s s e n  t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ?  What 
pens ion  i n c e n t i v e s  and p e n a l t i e s  ( i n  con junc t ion  wi th  i n d i v i d u a l  f i n a n c i a l  
s t a t u s  and p r e f e r e n c e s )  a f f e c t  t h e  t iming  o f  r e t i r e m e n t ,  and what are t h e  
r e l e v a n t  effects  of  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  p r i v a t e  pens ions ,  employer-provided
h e a l t h  b e n e f i t s  and t h e  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  system? How has  inc reased  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of  women i n  t h e  l a b o r  f o r c e  a f f e c t e d  retirement d e c i s i o n s ,  and 
t o  what e x t e n t  are r e t i r e m e n t  d e c i s i o n s  based on fami ly  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n d i v i d u a l  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ?  

The proposed s tudy  should have t h e  fo l lowing  g e n e r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  a focus 
on h e a l t h  and r e t i r e m e n t ;  a l o n g i t u d i n a l  des ign  wi th  a n a t i o n a l  sample and a 
household focus ;  l i n k a g e s  t o  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e c o r d s  such as employer h e a l t h  
and pens ion  b e n e f i t  r eco rds ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  ea rn ings  r e c o r d s ,  Medicare 
r eco rds ,  and t h e  Nat iona l  Death Index; and an emphasis on data q u a l i t y .  

The N I H  u rges  a p p l i c a n t s  t o  inc lude  women and m i n o r i t i e s  i n  s tudy  popu la t ions .
If m i n o r i t i e s  and women are no t  inc luded ,  a clear r a t i o n a l e  f o r  t h e i r  
exc lus ion  should be provided. Appl icants  funded under t h i s  Request f o r  
App l i ca t ions  (RFA) w i l l  be suppor ted  through t h e  Cooperative Agreement
a s s i s t a n c e  mechanism (UO1). An a s s i s t a n c e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i l l  e x i s t  between NIA 
and t h e  awardee t o  accomplish t h i s  a c t i v i t y .  The award r e c i p i e n t s  d e f i n e  t h e  
aims o f  t h e  s tudy  and have t h e  primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  development and 
performance o f  t h e  a c t i v i t y .  However, t h e r e  w i l l  be government involvement i n  
a number o f  areas. These areas inc lude  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  of  t h e  use of  
a l t e r n a t i v e  sampling frames, t h e  development o f  r eco rd  l i n k a g e s  with 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  f i l e s  maintained by o t h e r  f e d e r a l  agencies ,  and t h e  
coord ina t ion  of  t h e  s tudy  wi th  o t h e r  surveys  of  t h e  o l d e r  popu la t ion  i n  o r d e r  
t o  enhance t h e  c a p a c i t y  f o r  comparative ana lyses .  

App l i ca t ions  should inc lude  a s u i t a b l e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  women and minor i ty 

popu la t ions  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s .  Any v a r i a n c e s  from t h i s  should inc lude  a 

reasonable  exp lana t ion .  ' 


This  RFA s o l i c i t a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t s  a s i n g l e  compet i t ion  wi th  a s p e c i f i e d 

d e a d l i n e  o f  May 23, 1990, f o r  r e c e i p t  of a p p l i c a t i o n s .  Responsive 

a p p l i c a t i o n s  may be sub jec t ed  t o  t r i a g e  immediately preceding  or concurren t  

wi th  e v a l u a t i o n  by a pee r  review group t o  determine t h e i r  s c i e n t i f i c  merit 

r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  o t h e r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  r ece ived  i n  response  t o  t h i s  RFA. N I H  w i l l  

remove from c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h o s e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  judged t o  be noncompetit ive. 

Appl i ca t ions  judged t o  be compet i t ive  w i l l  be f u l l y  reviewed f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  

and t e c h n i c a l  merit by t h e  same review group convened f o r  t h i s  purpose by t h e  

S c i e n t i f i c  Review Office, N I A .  


AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS 


N I A  has  set  a s i d e  $500,000 for t h e  f irst  yea r  o f  t h e  s tudy .  I n  t h e  i n i t i a l  

a p p l i c a t i o n ,  suppor t  should be r eques t ed  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s .  A compe t i t i ve 

c o n t i n u a t i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  may be submitted a t  a l a t e r  d a t e ,  bu t  no funds have 

been s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e se rved  f o r  renewals a t  t h i s  t i m e .  It is  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  

a s i n g l e  a p p l i c a t i o n  w i l l  be funded. 


Appl i ca t ions  should be submi t ted  on t h e  Standard PHS Form 398 (10/88

r e v i s i o n ) .  Sepa ra t e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  completing Form 398 f o r  t h i s  RFA are 

a v a i l a b l e  from t h e  N I A  o f f i c i a l  named below. These i n s t r u c t i o n s  provide  


p r e p a r a t i o n ,  e t c .  i n  such areas as consortium arrangements, budget
a d d i t i o n a l  guidanceComplete l i n e  2 of  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f a c e  page by t y p i n g  i n  "-e 


"HEALTH AND RETIREMENT STUDY, RFA 90-AG-02." The RFA l a b e l  (found i n  t h e  
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a p p l i c a t i o n  k i t )  must be a f f ixed  t o  t h e  bottom of t h e  face page. F a i l u r e  t o  
use  t h i s  l a b e l  could  r e s u l t  i n  delayed p rocess ing  o f  your a p p l i c a t i o n  such 
t h a t  it might no t  r each  t h e  review committee i n  t i m e  f o r  review. 

For a copy o f  t h e  complete RFA and s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  f i l l i n g  ou t  PHS 
398, p l e a s e  con tac t  : 

*id	 D r .  Richard Suzman 
Chief ,  Demography and Popula t ion  Epidemiology
Behavioral  and S o c i a l  Research Program
Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  on Aging
Bui ld ing  31, Room 5C32 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Telephone: (301) 496-3136 

COST-EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES OF CHOLESTEROL-LOWERING 

RFA AVAILABLE8 90-HL-5-H 

P.T. 34; K.W. 0715035, 0705015, 0745023, 0408006, 0710095, 0755020 

Na t iona l  Heart, Lung, and Blood I n s t i t u t e  

App l i ca t ion  Rece ip t  Date: June 19, 1990 

The L ip id  Metabolism-Atherogenesis Branch of t h e  Div i s ion  o f  Heart and 
Vascular Diseases, Nat iona l  Heart, Lung, and Blood I n s t i t u t e  ( N H L B I ) ,  
announces t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of a Request f o r  App l i ca t ions  (RFA) on t h e  above 
s u b j e c t .  Copies o f  t h e  RFA are c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  from s t a f f  of  t h e  NHLBI. 

Th i s  program w i l l  suppor t  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of e x i s t i n g  d a t a  t o  develop
q u a n t i t a t i v e  models o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  h e a l t h  effects  o f  cho le s t e ro l - lower ing
and the reby  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  of  a l t e r n a t i v e  s t r a t e g i e s  o f  
cho le s t e ro l - lower ing .  Such models might e v a l u a t e  a v a r i e t y  o f  h e a l t h  outcomes 
and compare t h e  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of cho le s t e ro l - lower ing  wi th  o t h e r  
m o d a l i t i e s  o f  p reven t ion  and t r ea tmen t  o f  coronary h e a r t  d i s e a s e .  A 
m u l t i - d i s c i p l i n a r y  approach, drawing on e x p e r t i s e  i n  such areas as p reven t ive
medicine, l i p i d  d i s o r d e r s ,  b i o s t a t i s t i c s  and h e a l t h  economics, is  encouraged.
I t  is hoped t h a t  t h e s e  models may be u s e f u l  t o  t h e  Nat iona l  Cho les t e ro l  
Education Program i n  f u t u r e  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  on t r ea tmen t  of h igh  blood 

tcr/ c h o l e s t e r o l .  

The suppor t  mechanism f o r  t h i s  program w i l l  be t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  i n d i v i d u a l  

r e s e a r c h  g r a n t  ( R o l l .  Although approximately $300,000 f o r  t h i s  program is 

inc luded  i n  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  p l a n s  f o r  f i sca l  yea r  1991, award o f  g r a n t s  pursuant  

t o  t h i s  RFA is con t ingen t  upon r e c e i p t  of  funds f o r  t h i s  purpose.  It is 

a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  two t o  f o u r  g r a n t s  w i l l  be awarded under t h i s  program. The 

specific amount t o  be funded, however, w i l l  depend on t h e  m e r i t  and scope o f  

t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  r ece ived  and t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  funds .  


Requests for copies of t h i s  RFA should be addressed t o :  


David J. Gordon, M . D . ,  Ph.D. 

P r o j e c t  Officer 

Lip id  Metabolism-Atherogenesis Branch 

Nat iona l  Heart, Lung, and Blood I n s t i t u t e  

Federa l  Bui ld ing ,  Room 404 

7550 Wisconsin Avenue 

Bethesda, MD 20892 


INVOLVEMENT OF GROWTH REGULATING FACTORS I N  SEX STEROID HORMONE ACTION ON THE 

FEMALE GENITAL TRACT 


RFA AVAILABLE: 90-HD-09 


P.T. 34; K.W. 0760020, 0760025, 0413002 


Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Chi ld  Heal th  and Human Development 


Appl i ca t ion  Rece ip t  Dater June 15, 1990 


The Reproductive Sc iences  Branch (RSB), Center f o r  Popula t ion  Research (CPR),

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Chi ld  Health and Human Development ( N I C H D ) ,  suppor t s  


Tur 	
r e sea rch  on human rep roduc t ion  which re l ies  on a v a r i e t y  o f  approaches i n  
biomedical s c i e n c e s .  Recently,  s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e r e s t  has  surged wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  
t h e  involvement o f  growth r e g u l a t i n g  f a c t o r s  ( o r  growth f a c t o r s ,  l o c a l  
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media tors )  i n  gonadal func t ion ,  and new informat ion  has  been forthcoming
concerning t h e  modulating/mediating r o l e s  of  a v a r i e t y  of  growth r e g u l a t i n g
f a c t o r s  i n  gonadotropin a c t i o n s  on gonadal ce l l s .  I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  such gonadal
s t u d i e s ,  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  has  been pa id  t o  d a t e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  p o s s i b l e
involvement o f  growth r e g u l a t i n g  f a c t o r s  i n  modulating sex  s t e r o i d  hormone 
a c t i o n s  on t h e  female g e n i t a l  t r a c t .  

1 f f

This  Request f o r  App l i ca t ions  (RFA) is  s p e c i f i c a l l y  designed t o  provide  small 
g r a n t s  ( R 0 3 )  t o  s t i m u l a t e  r e sea rch  aimed a t  e l u c i d a t i n g  t h e  involvement of  
growth r e g u l a t i n g  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  sex  s t e r o i d  hormone a c t i o n  on t h e  female 
g e n i t a l  t r ac t .  Research may be proposed which seeks :  

To determine t h e  k ind  of  growth r e g u l a t i n g  f a c t o r s  involved i n  t h e  
sex  s t e r o i d  hormone a c t i o n  on t h e  female g e n i t a l  t r ac t ,  by
i d e n t i f y i n g ,  q u a n t i t a t i n g  and l o c a l i z i n g  growth r e g u l a t i n g  f a c t o r s  
and/or t h e i r  r e c e p t o r s  i n  t h e  female g e n i t a l  t r ac t  i n  v a r i o u s  
p h y s i o l o g i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  

To determine t h e  manner o f  involvement o f  growth r e g u l a t i n g  f a c t o r s  
i n  t h e  s e x  s t e r o i d  hormone a c t i o n  by i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  cause -e f f ec t  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  involved growth r e g u l a t i n g  f a c t o r s  and/or
t h e i r  r e c e p t o r s  and t h e  s p e c i f i c  f u n c t i o n a l  e v e n t c s )  i n  t h e  female 
g e n i t a l  t r a c t  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  hormone. 

To f i l l  t h e  e x i s t i n g  gap between our  unders tanding  o f  t h e  
p h y s i o l o g i c a l ,  endoc r ino log ica l  a s p e c t s  of sex  s t e r o i d  hormone 
a c t i o n  and t h a t  o f  t h e  molecular b i o l o g i c a l  a s p e c t ,  by
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  gene expres s ion  induced 
by sex  s t e r o i d  hormones and growth r e g u l a t i n g  f a c t o r s  and t h e i r  
r e c e p t o r s  a t  t h e  c e l l u l a r  l e v e l  by c e l l  b i o l o g i c a l  approaches.  

To i n v e s t i g a t e  how t h e  s y n e r g i s t i c  and a n t a g o n i s t i c  a c t i o n s  ( o r  up-
and down-regulations) of  one hormone on ano the r  are expressed  i n  
t e r m s  of growth r e g u l a t i n g  factors .  

If c l i n i c a l  s t u d i e s  are proposed i n  response  to t h i s  RFA, a p p l i c a n t s  are urged 

t o  g i v e  added a t t e n t i o n  (where f e a s i b l e  and a p p r o p r i a t e )  t o  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  

m i n o r i t i e s  i n  s tudy  popu la t ions  f o r  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  t h e  e t i o l o g y  o f  d i s e a s e s , 

r e s e a r c h  i n  behav io ra l  and s o c i a l  s c i ences ,  c l i n i c a l  s t u d i e s  of  t rea tment  and 

t r ea tmen t  outcome, r e s e a r c h  on t h e  dynamics o f  h e a l t h  care and i t s  impact on 

d i s e a s e ,  and a p p r o p r i a t e  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  f o r  d i s e a s e  p reven t ion  and h e a l t h  

promotion. If m i n o r i t i e s  are no t  inc luded  i n  a g iven  s tudy ,  a clear r a t i o n a l e  -' 

f o r  t h e i r  exc lus ion  should be provided. 


T h i s  RFA aims a t  s o l i c i t i n g  independent i n v e s t i g a t o r s  t o  conduct p i l o t  s t u d i e s  

i n  o r d e r  t o  develop t h e  p r o j e c t s  f o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  R01 a p p l i c a t i o n s ;  t h u s , 

t h i s  award is no t  in tended  t o  be used t o  supplement ongoing funded p r o j e c t s .  


Up t o  s i x  small g r a n t  awards (R03) may be made as a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  

announcement. 


For f u r t h e r  in format ion  and a copy o f  t h e  f u l l  RFA, c o n t a c t :  


Koj i  Yoshinaga, Ph.D. 

Reproductive Sc iences  Branch 

Center f o r  Popula t ion  Research 

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  of Chi ld  Heal th  and Human Development

Executive P laza  North, Room 603 

Bethesda, MD 20892 

Telephone: ( 3 0 1 )  496-6515 


T h i s  program is  desc r ibed  i n  t h e  Catalog o f  Federa l  Domestic Ass i s t ance  No. 

13.864, Popula t ion  Research. Awards w i l l  be made under t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  

Pub l i c  Heal th  S e r v i c e  A c t  301 (42 USC 241) and 441 (USC 289d) and adminis te red  

under PHS Grant P o l i c i e s  and Federa l  Regula t ions  42 CFR P a r t  52 and 45 CFR 

P a r t  74. T h i s  program is  no t  s u b j e c t  t o  A-95 o r  Heal th  Systems Agency review. 
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