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DATED ANNOUNCEMENTS (RFPs AND RFAs) 

FUNCTIONAL NEUROMUSCULAR STIMULATION FOR RESTORATION OF HAND GRASP 

\/ RFP AVAILABLE: RFP-NIH-NINDS-89-09 

P.T. 34; K.W. 0740050, 0715140, 0745047 


Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  of Neurologica l  D i so rde r s  and S t roke  


The Na t iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Neurologica l  D i so rde r s  and S t r o k e  h a s  a requirement  

t o  develop and e v a l u a t e  ways t o  enhance t h e  u t i l i t y  o f  f u n c t i o n a l  

neuromuscular s t i m u l a t i o n  (FNS) systems f o r  hand g r a s p .  


O f f e r o r s  should  have expe r i ence  i n  micro te lemet ry  and des ign  o f  e l ec t r i ca l  

s t i m u l a t o r  sys tems.  E x p e r t i s e  wi th  c l i n i c a l  implementat ion o f  hardware 

systems f o r  FNS, biomechanical  modeling and c o n t r o l  t h e o r y  are r e q u i r e d .  A 

c l i n i c a l  c e n t e r ,  s t a f f ,  and q u a d r i p l e g i c  p a t i e n t  base  are a l s o  r e q u i r e d .  


T h i s  i s  an  announcement o f  an  a n t i c i p a t e d  Request f o r  P roposa l s . 

RFP-NIH-NINDS-89-09 w i l l  be  i s s u e d  on o r  about  December 30, 1988, w i th  a 

c l o s i n g  d a t e  f o r  r e c e i p t  o f  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  March 6, 1989. 


T h i s  requi rement  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  r ecompe t i t i on  o f  a c u r r e n t  c o n t r a c t  w i th  Case 

Western Reserve U n i v e r s i t y  and t h e  incumbent is expec ted  t o  r e a p p l y .  It i s  

a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  one c o n t r a c t  award w i l l  be  made. 


To r e c e i v e  a copy o f  t h e  RFP, p l e a s e  supply  t h i s  o f f i c e  wi th  two 

se l f - addres sed  ma i l ing  l a b e l s .  A l l  r e s p o n s i b l e  sou rces  may submit a p roposa l 

which s h a l l  be cons ide red  by t h e  agency. 


The RFP w i l l  be  a v a i l a b l e  upon w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t  t o :  


Cont rac t ing  Officer, C o n t r a c t s  Management Branch 

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Neurologica l  D i so rde r s  and S t r o k e  

Federa l  Bu i ld ing ,  Room 901 

7550 Wisconsin Avenue 

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 


COMMUNITY PROGRAMS FOR C L I N I C A L  RESEARCH ON AIDS 


RFP AVAILABLE: RFP-NIH-NIAID-AIDSP-89-11 

P.T. 34; K.W. 0715008, 0403004, 0755015 

Na t iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A l l e rgy  and I n f e c t i o u s  Diseases 

The AIDS Program, Na t iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A l l e rgy  and I n f e c t i o u s  Diseases, N I H ,
i s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a new i n i t i a t i v e ,  Community Programs f o r  C l i n i c a l  Research on 
AIDS. The g o a l s  o f  t h i s  program w i l l  be  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  o f  a 
community-based r e s e a r c h  c a p a b i l i t y  and t h e  performance o f  c l i n i c a l  
e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  d rugs  and t h e r a p i e s  f o r  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  H I V  i n f e c t i o n  and i ts  
seque lae  by community p r a c t i t i o n e r s .  

T h i s  new i n i t i a t i v e ,  Community Programs f o r  C l i n i c a l  Research i n  AIDS (CPCRA),
i s  an  e f f o r t  t o  expand t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  base  o f  unders tanding  o f  t h e  c l i n i c a l  
management o f  pe r sons  wi th  H I V  i n f e c t i o n  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  o f f e r  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h e a l t h  care p r o v i d e r s  and HIV-infected pe r sons  no t  involved  
wi th  an  e x i s t i n g  NIAID-supported AIDS C l i n i c a l  T r i a l s  Unit  (ACTU) t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  government-supported AIDS r e s e a r c h  i f  t h e y  so 
d e s i r e .  The CPCRA w i l l  u s e  a c o n t r a c t  mechanism des igned  t o :  1 )  act  as a 
c a t a l y s t  f o r  r e s e a r c h  by p rov id ing  suppor t  f o r  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  o f  a r e s e a r c h  
c a p a b i l i t y  i n  t h o s e  l o c a t i o n s  wi th  l i t t l e  o r  no p rev ious  expe r i ence  i n  t h e  
conduct  o f  c l i n i c a l  t r i a l s ;  and 2 )  prov ide  suppor t  f o r  s p e c i f i c  community
based c l i n i c a l  t r i a l s  t o  be conducted by groups o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  which have 
a l r e a d y  demonstrated a b i l i t y  t o  conduct community based c l i n i c a l  t r i a l s .  

The r e s e a r c h  suppor ted  by t h i s  program w i l l  be  des igned  f o r  t h e  Les t ing  o f  
exper imenta l  a g e n t s  o r  t h e r a p i e s  which may have use a g a i n s t  H I V  and i t s  
seque lae  o r  f o r  a g e n t s  i n  wide use  which are n e i t h e r  proven e f f e c t i v e  no r  
sa fe .  The u n i f y i n g  concept  o f  t h i s  program is  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  o f  a s t r o n g
s c i e n t i f i c  base  from which t o  conduct t h e s e  t r i a l s  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e r i v e  maximum 
pharmacologic ,  ep idemiologic  and t h e r a p e u t i c  r e s u l t s  from t h e  p r o j e c t s
performed. T h i s  program is in tended  t o  f o s t e r  community-based r e s e a r c h  
r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  long-term c l i n i c a l  management o f  pe r sons  i n f e c t e d  wi th  H I V  as  
w e l l  as i n i t i a t i o n  o f  h igh  q u a l i t y  c l i n i c a l  r e s e a r c h  des igned  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  
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i n c l u d e  communities here- to- fore  under-represented i n  H I V  r e l a t e d  r e s e a r c h  

such as members o f  m i n o r i t y  groups,  s e x u a l  p a r t n e r s  o f  p e r s o n s  w i t h  H I V  

i n f e c t i o n  and u s e r s  o f  I V  drugs ,  and t h o s e  persons  who are g e o g r a p h i c a l l y 

i s o l a t e d  from ACTU s i tes .  


The p r o j e c t s  suppor ted  as Community Programs f o r  C l i n i c a l  Research on AIDS tl,
w i l l  be  a d m i n i s t e r e d  as a s e p a r a t e  new e n t i t y  i n  N I A I D ' s  AIDS Program and w i l l  

work c l o s e l y  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  wi th  e x i s t i n g  AIDS Program a c t i v i t i e s .  These 

p r o j e c t s  w i l l  be  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  two d i f f e r e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  designed toward t h e  

g o a l  o f  t h e  conduct o f  community-based c l i n i c a l  t r i a l s  on AIDS. These 

a c t i v i t i e s  can be thought  o f  as Stage  I - Research C a p a b i l i t y  Es tab l i shment  

and S t a g e  I1 - Conduct o f  C l i n i c a l  T r i a l s .  


S t a g e  I - Research C a p a b i l i t y  Es tab l i shment :  


C o n t r a c t s  w i l l  be  awarded f o r  suppor t  r e q u i r e d  t o  b u i l d  a r e s e a r c h  c a p a b i l i t y 

i n  e x i s t i n g  o r  newly c r e a t e d  community c l i n i c s  where p r a c t i t i o n e r s  who care 

f o r  a l a r g e  HIV-infected p o p u l a t i o n  d e s i r e  t o  embark upon c l i n i c a l  r e s e a r c h .  

S t a g e  I suppor t  may i n c l u d e  funds  t o  h i r e  r e s e a r c h  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

personnel  and/or o t h e r  n e c e s s a r y  s t a f f ,  purchase  computer equipment o r  l e a s e  

space  o r  f a c i l i t i e s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a r e s e a r c h  c a p a b i l i t y . 

The cu lmina t ion  o f  S t a g e  I w i l l  be  t h e  a c t u a l  conduct o f  a community-based

c l i n i c a l  t r i a l .  


S t a g e  I1 - Conduct o f  C l i n i c a l  T r i a l s :  


C o n t r a c t s  w i l l  b e  awarded f o r  t h e  conduct o f  s p e c i f i c  community-based c l i n i c a l  

t r i a l s  o f  d r u g s  o r  t h e r a p i e s  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  long-term management o f  persons 

i n f e c t e d  w i t h  H I V  and its c l i n i c a l  s e q u e l a e .  O r g a n i z a t i o n s  s u b m i t t i n g  a 

p r o p o s a l  f o r  suppor t  under S t a g e  I1 o f  t h i s  program w i l l  be  r e q u i r e d  t o  

document e x i s t i n g  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  perform t h i s  t y p e  o f  r e s e a r c h .  S t a g e  I1 

suppor t  may i n c l u d e  funds  f o r  cont inued  suppor t  o f  e x i s t i n g  r e s e a r c h  

c a p a b i l i t y  (as  l i s t e d  above)  and suppor t  f o r  a c t i v i t i e s  d i r e c t l y  re la ted t o  

t h e  conduct o f  s p e c i f i c  community-based c l i n i c a l  t r i a l s .  


To perform t h e  work r e q u i r e d  by t h e s e  c o n t r a c t s  t h e  o f f e r o r  must have access 

t o  a s u b s t a n t i a l  p a t i e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  i n f e c t e d  w i t h  H I V ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  exper ience 

i n  t h e  care o f  persons  i n f e c t e d  wi th  H I V ,  and community suppor t  f o r  embarking 

on t h i s  t y p e  o f  r e s e a r c h  a c t i v i t y .  


T h i s  NIAID-sponsored p r o j e c t  w i l l  t a k e  up t o  two y e a r s  t o  complete f o r  S t a g e  I 'Ir 


a c t i v i t i e s ,  and up t o  f i v e  y e a r s  t o  complete f o r  S t a g e  I1 c l i n i c a l  t r i a l s .  A 

cost-reimbursement c o n t r a c t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d .  I t  i s  a l s o  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  

s e v e r a l  awards w i l l  be  made i n  FY 1989 w i t h  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f u t u r e  i s s u i n g 

o f  t h i s  o r  a similar r e q u e s t  f o r  p r o p o s a l s .  


T h i s  is an  announcement f o r  an a n t i c i p a t e d  Request f o r  Proposal  (RFP).

RFP-NIH-NIAID-AIDSP-89-11 s h a l l  be i s s u e d  on o r  about  January  17, 1989, with  a 

c l o s i n g  d a t e  t e n t a t i v e l y  set  f o r  A p r i l  16, 1989. I n  o r d e r  t o  assist o f f e r o r s  

u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  proposa l  and proposa l  submission p r o c e s s e s , 

t h e r e  w i l l  be  a series o f  pre-proposa l  conferences ,  t o  be announced. 


Direct r e q u e s t s  f o r  t h e  RFP i n  w r i t i n g  t o :  


Ms. Brenda J .  Velez 

Contrac t  Management Branch 

Westwood Bui ld ing ,  5333 Westbard Avenue, Room 707 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A l l e r g y  and I n f e c t i o u s  Diseases 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th  

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 

Telephone: (301) 496-7117 


To r e c e i v e  a copy o f  t h e  RFP, p l e a s e  supply  t h i s  o f f i c e  wi th  3 se l f  addressed  

m a i l i n g  l a b e l s .  A l l  r e s p o n s i b l e  s o u r c e s  may submit a p r o p o s a l  which w i l l  be  

c o n s i d e r e d .  


T h i s  adver t i sement  does n o t  commit t h e  Government t o  award a c o n t r a c t .  


O N G O I N G  PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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NATIONAL RESEARCH SERVICE AWARDS FOR INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH TRAINING GRANTS I N  
A C Q U I R E D  HUMAN IMMUNODEFICIENCY VIRUS ( H I V )  SYNDROME 

P.T. 44; K.W. 0720005, 0715008 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Mental Heal th  
-\/ N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism 

The Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Mental Heal th  ( N I M H )  and t h e  Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  on 

Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism ( N I A A A ) ,  seek  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  r e s e a r c h  t r a i n i n g 

i n  s e v e r a l  a r e a s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  H I V  syndrome t o  answer t h e  c r i t i c a l  need f o r  

w e l l - t r a i n e d  r e s e a r c h e r s  t o  make p r o g r e s s  i n  unders tanding  and d e a l i n g  wi th  

t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  complex c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  d i s e a s e .  The a p p l i c a n t 

i n s t i t u t i o n  must have t h e  s t a f f  and f a c i l i t i e s  t o  conduct t h e  proposed 

r e s e a r c h  t r a i n i n g  and i n  a s u i t a b l e  environment f o r  performing h i g h  q u a l i t y 

work. Awards f o r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  g r a n t s  may be made f o r  p r o j e c t  p e r i o d s  o f  up 

t o  f i v e  y e a r s .  I n  FY 1989, a t o t a l  o f  $2,174,000 w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  from NIMH 

f o r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and i n d i v i d u a l  Nat iona l  Research S e r v i c e  Awards r e l a t e d  t o  

H I V .  I n  FY 1989, a t o t a l  o f  $181,000 w i l l  be  a v a i l a b l e  from N I A A A  f o r  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and i n d i v i d u a l  Nat iona l  Research S e r v i c e  Awards r e l a t e d  t o  H I V .  

A v a i l a b i l i t y  and amount o f  funds f o r  f u t u r e  y e a r s  a r e  c o n t i n g e n t  upon annual  

a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .  There is an  i n i t i a l  (one t i m e  o n l y )  r e c e i p t  d a t e  f o r  t h i s  

program announcement of  January  18, 1989. T h e r e a f t e r ,  NIMH and N I A A A  w i l l  

a c c e p t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n  response  t o  t h i s  announcement under t h e  P u b l i c  Heal th  

S e r v i c e  r e c e i p t  d a t e s  f o r  AIDS a p p l i c a t i o n s :  May 1, September 1, January  2. 

P o t e n t i a l  a p p l i c a n t s  may a l s o  wish t o  see t h e  N I M H I N I A A A  announcement f o r  

i n d i v i d u a l  f e l l o w s h i p s .  P o t e n t i a l  a p p l i c a n t s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o b t a i n i n g  f u r t h e r  

in format ion  should  c o n t a c t :  


E l l e n  S .  S t o v e r ,  Ph.D. 

AIDS Coordina tor  

Room 17C-04 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Mental Heal th  

Telephone: (301) 443-7281 


Danie la  Seminara,  Ph.D. 

Biomedical hesearch  Branch 

D i v i s i o n  o f  B a s i c  Research,  Room 14c-20 

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism 

Telephone: (301 )  443-4223 


b’ 
The m a i l i n g  a d d r e s s  f o r  b o t h  o f  t h e  above is: 

5600 F i s h e r s  Lane 
R o c k v i l l e ,  Maryland 20857 

NATIONAL RESEARCH SERVICE AWARDS FOR RESEARCH TRAINING FOR I N D I V I D U A L  FELLOWS 
I N  ACQUIRED HUMAN IMMUNODEFICIENCY ( H I V )  SYNDROME 

P.T. 22; K.W. 0720005, 0715008 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  of Mental Heal th  

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism 


The Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Mental Heal th  ( N I M H )  and t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  on 
Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism ( N I A A A ) ,  seek  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  f e l l o w s  
f o r  r e s e a r c h  t r a i n i n g  i n  s e v e r a l  areas r e l a t e d  t o  H I V  syndrome t o  answer t h e  
c r i t i c a l  need f o r  w e l l - t r a i n e d  r e s e a r c h e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  make p r o g r e s s  i n  
unders tanding  and d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  complex c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  
t h e  d i s e a s e .  A p p l i c a n t s  must propose r e s e a r c h  t r a i n i n g  i n  s p e c i f i e d  a r e a s  and 
demonstrate  t h a t  t h e  proposed program o f f e r s  them an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  u s e  and 
enhance t h e i r  s k i l l s  and knowledge. I n  f i s ca l  y e a r  1989, a t o t a l  o f  
$2,174,000 w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  from NIMH f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
Nat iona l  Research S e r v i c e  Awards. I n  f i sca l  y e a r  1989, a t o t a l  o f  $181,000
w i l l  be  a v a i l a b l e  from N I A A A  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  Nat iona l  
Research S e r v i c e  Awards r e l a t e d  t o  H I V .  A v a i l a b i l i t y  and amount of  funds f o r  
f u t u r e  y e a r s  a r e  c o n t i n g e n t  upon annual  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .  There i s  an  i n i t i a l  
(one t i m e  o n l y )  r e c e i p t  d a t e  f o r  t h i s  program announcement o f  January  18,
1989. T h e r e a f t e r ,  NIMH and N I A A A  w i l l  a c c e p t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n  response t o  t h i s  
announcement under  t h e  P u b l i c  Heal th  S e r v i c e  r e c e i p t s  d a t e s  for AIDS 
a p p l i c a t i o n s :  May 1, September 1 ,  January  2. P o t e n t i a l  a p p l i c a n t s  may a l s o  
wish t o  see t h e  N I M H I N I A A A  announcements f o r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f e l l o w s h i p s .
P o t e n t i a l  a p p l i c a n t s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o b t a i n i n g  f u r t h e r  in format ion  should  

‘w c o n t a c t :  
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E l l e n  S .  S t o v e r ,  Ph.D. 

AIDS Coordina tor  

Room 17C-04 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Mental Heal th  

Telephone: (301)  443-7281 


o r  

Danie la  Seminara, Ph.D. 

Biomedical Research Branch 

D i v i s i o n  o f  Basic Research,  Room 14C-20 

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism 

Telephone : ( 3 0  1 1 443-4223 


The m a i l i n g  a d d r e s s  f o r  bo th  o f  t h e  above i s :  


5600 F i s h e r s  Lane 

Rockvi l le ,  Maryland 20857 


BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH SUPPORT SHARED INSTRUMENTATION GRANTS 


P.T. 36; K.W. 0735000 


D i v i s i o n  o f  Research Resources  


A p p l i c a t i o n  Rece ip t  Date:  March 31, 1989 


BACKGROUND 

The D i v i s i o n  of  Research Resources (DRR)  i s  c o n t i n u i n g  i t s  c o m p e t i t i v e
Biomedical Research Support  (BRS) Shared I n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  Grant (SIG) Program
i n i t i a t e d  i n  F i s c a l  Year 1982. The program was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  
t h e  long-s tanding  need i n  t h e  biomedical  research community t o  cope w i t h  r a p i d
t e c h n o l o g i c a l  advances i n  i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  and t h e  r a p i d  ra te  o f  obsolescence  
of e x i s t i n g  equipment.  The o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  program is t o  make a v a i l a b l e ,  t o  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i t h  a h i g h  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  PHS-supported biomedical  
i n v e s t i g a t o r s ,  r e s e a r c h  i n s t r u m e n t s  which can only  be j u s t i f i e d  on a 
shared-use b a s i s  and f o r  which m e r i t o r i o u s  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  are d e s c r i b e d .  

An e l i g i b l e  i n s t i t u t i o n  may submit more t h a n  one a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  
i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  March 31, 1989, d e a d l i n e .  However, i f  m u l t i p l e
a p p l i c a t i o n s  are submi t ted  f o r  s i m i l a r  i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  from one o r  more 
e l i g i b l e  components o f  an  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e n  documentation from a h igh
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c i a l  must be provided,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  m u l t i p l e
a p p l i c a t i o n s  are a c o o r d i n a t e d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e  p l a n ,  n o t  an  unintended 
d u p l i c a t i o n .  

RESEARCH GOALS AND SCOPE 

T h i s  program is des igned  t o  meet t h e  s p e c i a l  problem o f  a c q u i s i t i o n  and 
updat ing  o f  expens ive  shared-use i n s t r u m e n t s  which are n o t  g e n e r a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  
through o t h e r  PHS mechanisms, such a s  t h e  r e g u l a r  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t ,  program
p r o j e c t  and c e n t e r  g r a n t  programs, t h e  Biomedical Research Technology Grant 
Program, or t h e  Biomedical Research Support  (BRS) Grant Program. Proposa ls
f o r  t h e  development o f  new i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  w i l l  n o t  be c o n s i d e r e d .  

ELIGIBILITY 

The BRS Shared I n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  Grant Program i s  a subprogram o f  t h e  BRS Grant 
Program o f  DRR. Awards a r e  made under t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of  t h e  BRS program and 
are made t o  i n s t i t u t i o n s  only ,  n o t  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s .  Therefore ,  e l i g i b i l i t y  i s  
l i m i t e d  t o  i n s t i t u t i o n s  which r e c e i v e  a BRS g r a n t  award. Awards a r e  
c o n t i n g e n t  on t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  funds .  

MECHANISM OF SUPPORT 

BRS Shared I n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  Grants  provide  suppor t  f o r  expens ive
s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  i n s t r u m e n t s  u t i l i z e d  i n  both  b a s i c  and c l i n i c a l  r e s e a r c h .  
A p p l i c a t i o n s  are l i m i t e d  t o  ins t ruments  t h a t  c o s t  a t  l e a s t  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e r
ins t rument  o r  system. The maximum award i s  $400,000. Types o f  
i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  suppor ted  i n c l u d e ,  bu t  are n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  n u c l e a r  magnetic 
resonance systems,  e l e c t r o n  microscopes,  mass s p e c t r o m e t e r s ,  p r o t e i n
sequencer/amino a c i d  a n a l y z e r s  and c e l l  s o r t e r s .  Support  w i l l  n o t  be provided
f o r  g e n e r a l  purpose equipment o r  p u r e l y  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  equipment.  Proposa ls  * a s  

f o r  " s t a n d  alone" computer systems w i l l  o n l y  be cons idered  i f  t h e  ins t rument  
i s  s o l e l y  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  r e s e a r c h  needs o f  a broad community o f  
PHS-supported i n v e s t i g a t o r s .  
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Awards w i l l  b e  made �or  t h e  d i r e c t  c o s t s  o f  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  new, o r  t h e  
upda t ing  o f  e x i s t i n g ,  r e s e a r c h  in s t rumen t s .  The i n s t i t u t i o n  must meet t h o s e  
c o s t s  ( n o t  covered i n  t h e  normal purchase p r i c e )  r e q u i r e d  t o  p l a c e  t h e  
i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  i n  o p e r a t i o n a l  o r d e r  as w e l l  as  t h e  maintenance, suppor t
pe r sonne l  and s e r v i c e  c o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  maximum u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  
in s t rumen t .  There  is no upper l i m i t  on t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  ins t rument ,  b u t  t h e  
maximum award is $ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  Grants  w i l l  be awarded f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  one y e a r
and are  no t  renewable.  Supplemental  a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  no t  be  accep ted .  The 
program does  n o t  p rov ide  i n d i r e c t  c o s t s  o r  suppor t  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  
a l t e r a t i o n s  and r e n o v a t i o n s .  Cost s h a r i n g  i s  no t  r e q u i r e d .  If t h e  amount o f  
funds  r eques t ed  does no t  cover  t h e  t o t a l  c o s t  o f  t h e  ins t rument ,  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  should  d e s c r i b e  t h e  proposed s o u r c e ( s )  o f  funding  f o r  t h e  ba l ance  
o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  in s t rumen t .  Documentation o f  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  
remainder  o f  t h e  funding ,  s igned  by an a p p r o p r i a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  o f f i c i a l ,  
must be  p re sen ted  t o  DRR p r i o r  t o  t h e  i s suance  o f  a n  award. 

A major u s e r  group o f  t h r e e  o r  more i n v e s t i g a t o r s  should  be i d e n t i f i e d .  A 
minimum o f  t h r e e  major u s e r s  must have PHS peer-reviewed r e s e a r c h  suppor t  a t  
t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  award. The a p p l i c a t i o n  must show a clear need f o r  t h e  
i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  by p r o j e c t s  suppor ted  by m u l t i p l e  PHS r e s e a r c h  awards and 
demonst ra te  t h a t  t h e s e  p r o j e c t s  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a t  l e a s t  75 percen t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  
usage o f  t h e  in s t rumen t .  Major u s e r s  can be i n d i v i d u a l  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  o r  a 
group of  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  w i t h i n  t h e  same department  o r  from s e v e r a l  depar tments  
a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n .  PHS ext ramura l  awardees from o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
may a l s o  be  inc luded ,  

If t h e  major u s e r  group does no t  r e q u i r e  t o t a l  usage o f  t h e  in s t rumen t ,  access 
t o  t h e  ins t rument  can be  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  o t h e r  u s e r s  upon t h e  adv ice  o f  t h e  
i n t e r n a l  a d v i s o r y  committee.  These u s e r s  need no t  be  PHS awardees,  bu t  
p r i o r i t y  should  be  g iven  t o  PHS-supported s c i e n t i s t s  engaged i n  biomedical  
research. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS 

Each a p p l i c a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n  must propose a P r i n c i p a l  I n v e s t i g a t o r  who can  
assume administrative/scientific o v e r s i g h t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  
i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d .  An i n t e r n a l  adv i so ry  committee t o  assist i n  t h i s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  should  a l s o  be u t i l i z e d .  The P r i n c i p a l  I n v e s t i g a t o r  and t h e  
adv i so ry  group are r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  development o f  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  sha red  
u s e  o f  t h e  in s t rumen t ,  f o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a l l  r e p o r t s  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  N I H ,  f o r  
r e l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  ins t rument  w i t h i n  t h e  g r a n t e e  i n s t i t u t i o n  i f  t h e  major u s e r  
group is s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a l t e r e d  and f o r  cont inued  suppor t  f o r  t h e  maximum 
u t i l i z a t i o n  and maintenance o f  t h e  ins t rument  i n  t h e  post-award p e r i o d .  

A p l a n  should  be  proposed f o r  t h e  day-to-day management o f  t h e  ins t rument  
i n c l u d i n g  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  a q u a l i f i e d  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  
t h e  ins t rument  and t o  p rov ide  t e c h n i c a l  e x p e r t i s e  t o  t h e  u s e r s .  S p e c i f i c
p l a n s  f o r  s h a r i n g  arrangements  and f o r  moni tor ing  t h e  use  o f  t h e  ins t rument  
should  be  d e s c r i b e d .  

If a g r a n t  award is made, a f i n a l  p r o g r e s s  r e p o r t  w i l l  be r e q u i r e d  which 
describes t h e  u s e  of t h e  in s t rumen t ,  l i s t i n g  a l l  u s e r s ,  and i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  
v a l u e  of t h e  i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  r e s e a r c h  o f  t h e  major u s e r s  and t o  t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n  as a whole. T h i s  r e p o r t  i s  due w i t h i n  90 days fo l lowing  t h e  end 
o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  p e r i o d .  

REVIEW PROCEDURES AND C R I T E R I A  

A p p l i c a t i o n s  are reviewed by s p e c i a l l y  convened i n i t i a l  review groups  of t h e  
D i v i s i o n  o f  Research Grants  ( D R G )  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n i c a l  merit  and f o r  
program c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  by t h e  Na t iona l  Advisory Research Resources  Counci l  
(NARRC) o f  t h e  DRR. Approximately h a l f  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be  reviewed 
a t  t h e  September 1989 NARRC meet ing and t h e  remainder  a t  t h e  NARRC meet ing i n  
February 1990. Funding d e c i s i o n s  on a l l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  r ece ived  f o r  t h e  March 
31, 1989 d e a d l i n e  w i l l  n o t  be made u n t i l  t h e  program r e c e i v e s  an  a p p r o p r i a t i o n
f o r  FY 1990. The Counci l  d a t e  w i l l  no t  e f fec t  funding  d e c i s i o n s .  

Criteria f o r  review of  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  t h e  fo l lowing :  

o 	 The e x t e n t  t o  which an award f o r  t h e  s p e c i f i c  ins t rument  would meet 
t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  needs and enhance t h e  planned r e s e a r c h  endeavors  of  
t h e  major u s e r s  by p rov id ing  an  ins t rument  t h a t  i s  u n a v a i l a b l e  o r  
t o  which a v a i l a b i l i t y  i s  h i g h l y  l i m i t e d .  

o 	 The a v a i l a b i l i t y  and commitment o f  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t e c h n i c a l  
e x p e r t i s e  w i t h i n  t h e  major u s e r  group o r  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  �or  use  o f  
t h e  i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n .  
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o 	 The adequacy o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  p l a n  and t h e  i n t e r n a l  adv i so ry
committee f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  g r a n t  i n c l u d i n g  s h a r i n g  
arrangements  f o r  u s e  o f  t h e  in s t rumen t .  

o The i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  commitment for cont inued  suppor t  o f  t h e  
u t i l i z a t i o n  	and maintenance of t h e  in s t rumen t .  

'U 

o 	 The b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  proposed ins t rument  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  r e s e a r c h  
community it w i l l  s e r v e .  

METHOD OF APPLYING 


Copies  o f  a more d e t a i l e d  announcement a r e  be ing  mailed t o  Program D i r e c t o r s  

o f  BRS g r a n t s  and t o  sponsored program o f f i c e s  a t  a l l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  c u r r e n t l y 

r e c e i v i n g  BRS g r a n t s .  I n t e r e s t e d  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  should  o b t a i n  t h e  complete  

announcement p r i o r  t o  p r e p a r i n g  an  a p p l i c a t i o n .  


A p p l i c a t i o n s  must be  r ece ived  by March 31, 1989. A p p l i c a t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  a f t e r  

t h i s  d a t e  w i l l  n o t  be  accep ted  f o r  review i n  t h i s  compe t i t i on .  The o r i g i n a l 

and f o u r  c o p i e s  should  be s e n t  t o :  


A p p l i c a t i o n  Rece ip t  Office 

D i v i s i o n  o f  Research Grants  

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th  

Westwood Bu i ld ing ,  Room 240 

Bethesda,  Maryland 2089E:xn 


If appendix mater ia l  i s  submi t ted ,  f o u r  c o l l a t e d  s e t s  must be  inc luded  wi th  

t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  package. I d e n t i f y  each o f  t h e  f o u r  s e t s  wi th  t h e  name o f  t h e  

p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r  and t h e  p r o j e c t  t i t l e .  T h i s  material  w i l l  n o t  be  

r o u t i n e l y  d u p l i c a t e d  and w i l l  be  used i n  a l i m i t e d  way by members o f  t h e  

i n i t i a l  review group.  


Two c o p i e s  of  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  and one copy of  any appendix material should  be 

addressed  t o :  


Biomedical Research Support  Program

D i v i s i o n  o f  Research Resources  

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th  

Westwood Bu i ld ing ,  Room .I OA06 

5333 Westbard Avenue 

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 


I n q u i r i e s  should  be  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  Biomedical Research Support  Program Office 

a t  ( 3 0 1 )  496-6743. 


T h i s  program i s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  Cata log  o f  Fede ra l  Domestic A s s i s t a n c e  number 

13.337,  Biomedical Research Suppor t .  Awards w i l l  be made under t h e  a u t h o r i t y 

o f  t h e  P u b l i c  Heal th  S e r v i c e  A c t ,  S e c t i o n  301 ( P u b l i c  Law 78-410, as  amended;

42 USC 241) and admin i s t e red  under PHS g r a n t  p o l i c i e s  and Fede ra l  Regu la t ions 

42 CFR P a r t  52 and 45 CFR P a r t  74.  Th i s  program i s  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  A-95 

Clear inghouse  o r  Heal th  Systems Agency Review. 


RESEARCH CAREER AWARDS IllJ THROMBOSIS 


P.T.  3 4 ;  K . W .  0715040, 0785035, 0745020, 0411005 


Nat iona l  Heart, Lung, and Blood I n s t i t u t e  


The o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  Research Career Awards ! "hrombosis i s  t o  suppor t  t h e  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  development o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  who cue. s e r v e  expanding and evo lv ing 

r e s e a r c h ,  t e a c h i n g ,  and c l i n i c a l  requi rements  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  th rombosis  and 

thromboembolic d i s o r d e r s .  T h i s  announcement emphasizes t h e  need f o r  i n c r e a s e d  

r e s e a r c h  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h i s  area and encourages i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  submit 

a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  suppor t  u s i n g  t h e  t h r e e  e x i s t i n g  r e s e a r c h  career development 

awards sponsored by t h e  :NHLBI: Phys i c i an  S c i e n t i s t  Award (PSA) ( K 1 1 ) ; 

C l i n i c a l  I n v e s t i g a t o r  Award ( C I A )  ( K 0 8 ) :  and Research Career Development Award 

(RCDA) (K04).  


A p p l i c a t i o n s  submi t ted  i n  response  t o  t h i s  announcement w i l l  be brought  t o  t h e  

s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  Na t iona l  Hea r t ,  Lung, and Blood Advisory Council  and 

w i l l  r e c e i v e  s p e c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  suppor t  by t h e  N H L B I .  


BACKGROUND 

Thromboembolic e v e n t s  g i v e  r ise  t o  s e r i o u s  c l i n i c a l  d i s e a s e  and c o n t r i b u t e  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  h e a l t h  care burden.  Both thrombosis  and 
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a t h e r o s c l e r o s i s  a r e  important  f a c t o r s  i n  c a r d i o v a s c u l a r  d i s e a s e .  I n  1985,
t h e y  accounted f o r  a lmost  1 m i l l i o n  d e a t h s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  153,000 persons  i n  
t h e  United S t a t e s  d i e d  o f  c e r e b r o v a s c u l a r  d i s e a s e ,  t h e  t h i r d  l e a d i n g  cause  o f  
d e a t h  i n  1985. The economic burden of c a r d i o v a s c u l a r  d i s e a s e s  i n  1984, was an 
e s t i m a t e d  $110 b i l l i o n .  I t  i s  f u r t h e r  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  s i x  m i l l i o n  e p i s o d e s  of  
venous thrombosis  occur  a n n u a l l y  account ing  d i r e c t l y  f o r  50,000 h o s p i t a l
d e a t h s  due t o  pulmonary embolism and c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  d e a t h s  o f  another  
100,000 p a t i e n t s .  I n  a l l ,  t h e  impact o f  thromboembolism and thromboembolic 
d i s o r d e r s  on m o r t a l i t y  and morbid i ty  i s  impress ive .  

S u b s t a n t i a l  p r o g r e s s  h a s  been made towards unders tanding  t h e  b a s i c  mechanisms 
o p e r a t i n g  i n  thrombosis ,  t h e  impact o f  thromboembolic phenomena on organ 
systems,  and t h e  t e c h n i q u e s  needed t o  prevent  and t r e a t  thrombosis .  S p e c i f i c  
a r e a s  o f  p r o g r e s s  i n c l u d e  molecular  and c e l l u l a r  pathology o f  thrombosis ,
b iochemis t ry  of  c o a g u l a t i o n  and f i b r i n o l y s i s ,  b io logy  o f  v e s s e l  growth,
e n d o t h e l i a l  c e l l  f u n c t i o n  and v a s c u l a r  r e a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  b lood-vesse l  in terface,
and how c e l l u l a r  components i n t e r a c t  wi th  t h e  v a s c u l a r  endothelium, t h u s  
c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  development o f  th rombosis .  Therapeut ic  o p t i o n s  a r e  now 
r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  management o f  thrombosis  and o t h e r  t r e a t m e n t  
m o d a l i t i e s  are under development. Prevent ion  o f  thrombosis  and thromboembolic 
d i s o r d e r s ,  development o f  more e f f e c t i v e  t h e r a p i e s ,  and t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  c h o i c e  
o f  t r e a t m e n t  demands a thorough unders tanding  o f  a l l  t h e s e  facets  o f  t h e  
s u b j e c t  . 
The major s t r i d e s  which have t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  b a s i c  and c l i n i c a l  unders tanding
o f  thrombosis  sugges t  t h a t  an  unprecedented o p p o r t u n i t y  e x i s t s  f o r  major
improvements i n  t h e  way p a t i e n t s  wi th  t h e s e  d i s o r d e r s  are managed. I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  enormous h e a l t h  and economic impact o f  a r t e r i a l  and venous 
thrombosis  a r g u e s  s t r o n g l y  f o r  g i v i n g  t h i s  area i n c r e a s e d  a t t e n t i o n .  T h i s  
announcement is prompted by t h e  need t o  provide  i n c r e a s i n g  numbers o f  b a s i c  
and c l i n i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  thrombosis  and thromboembolic 
d i s o r d e r s ,  so t h a t  r a p i d  and e f f e c t i v e  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  a r e a  can be made. 

Candidates  s u b m i t t i n g  r e s e a r c h  career development p r o p o s a l s  i n  response  t o  
t h i s  program announcement should  f o c u s  on t o p i c s  such as t h o s e  l i s t e d  below: 

o 	 b a s i c  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  l e a d  t o  b e t t e r  
unders tanding  o f  mechanisms i n  thrombosis  and 
thromboembolic d i s o r d e r s ;  

o 	 c l i n i c a l  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  w i l l  improve t h e  
d e t e c t i o n  o f  h i g h  r i s k  p a t i e n t s  and prevent  thrombosis ;  

o 	 a p p l i e d  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  l e a d  t o  improved
d i a g n o s i s  and t h e r a p e u t i c  approaches t o  thrombosis ;  

o 	 e f f e c t i v e ,  s a f e  moni tor ing  t e c h n i q u e s  f o r  p a t i e n t s
undergoing an t i - thrombot ic  therapy;  o r  

o 	 s t u d i e s  t h a t  d e a l  wi th  t h e  l o g i s t i c a l ,  economic,
s o c i a l ,  and b e h a v i o r a l  a s p e c t s  o f  thrombosis  and 
thromboembolic d i s e a s e .  

I n d i v i d u a l  t r a i n i n g  programs t h a t  o f f e r  r e s e a r c h  and career development
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  a l l  areas related t o  thrombosis  and thromboembolic d i s o r d e r s  
a r e  welcomed. While t h e  proposed t r a i n i n g  should  be focused,  i f  c a n d i d a t e s  do 
n o t  p o s s e s s  s k i l l s  i n  r e s e a r c h  d e s i g n  and b i o s t a t i s t i c s ,  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  should  
c o n s i d e r  i n c l u d i n g  t h e s e  t r a i n i n g  areas i n  t h e  p l a n .  The background t r a i n i n g
o f  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  t h e s e  r e s e a r c h  t r a i n i n g  programs may have been i n  
hematology, c a r d i o l o g y ,  s u r g e r y ,  o r t h o p e d i c s ,  r a d i o l o g y ,  c l i n i c a l  
pharmacology, pathology,  o r  epidemiology. 

MECHANISMS OF SUPPORT 

The t h r e e  suppor t  mechanisms f o r  t h e s e  Research Career Awards i n  Thrombosis 
are summarized i n  t h i s  announcement and provide  f o r  s e v e r a l  l e v e l s  of  c a r e e r  
development. D e t a i l e d  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  each o f  t h e  t h r e e  suppor t  mechanisms can 
be o b t a i n e d  from your b u s i n e s s  o f f i c e ,  from t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  Research Grants ,
N I H ,  (301) 496-7441, o r  from D r .  Fann Harding, D i v i s i o n  o f  Blood Diseases and 
Resources,  (301) 496-1817. Only c i t i z e n s  and n o n - c i t i z e n  n a t i o n a l s  are 
e l i g i b l e  f o r  suppor t  under t h e s e  programs. 

A .  PHYSICIAN-SCIENTIST AWARD - PSA (K11) 

Provides  suppor t  th rough a two-phase award t o  p h y s i c i a n s  t o  under take  5 y e a r s
o f  s p e c i a l  s t u d y  i n  b a s i c  s c i e n c e  w i t h  a s u p e r v i s e d  r e s e a r c h  e x p e r i e n c e .
Newly t r a i n e d  c l i n i c i a n s  are encouraged, d u r i n g  Phase I of t h e  award, t o  
develop independent  r e s e a r c h  s k i l l s  and exper ience  i n  a fundamental  s c i e n c e  
which can be a p p l i e d ,  d u r i n g  Phase 11, towards problems i n  thrombosis  and 
thromboembolic d i s o r d e r s .  
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0 	 Award is made t o  an  i n s t i t u t i o n  on b e h a l f  o f  a c a n d i d a t e  whose 
pr imary sponsor  is an  accomplished b a s i c  s c i e n c e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  who 
w i l l  p r o v i d e  guidance f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  award p e r i o d .  

0 S e l e c t  i o n  is by n a t i o n a l  c o m p e t i t i o n .  

0 	 T r a i n i n g  suppor t  is  f o r  5 y e a r s  f o r  f u l l - t i m e  e f f o r t .  Phase I 
e n t a i l s  two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  c r e a t i v e  and d e t a i l e d  b a s i c  s c i e n c e  
l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ;  Phase I1 e n t a i l s  two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  
i n t e n s i v e  r e s e a r c h  a c t i v i t y  under g e n e r a l  guidance o f  a q u a l i f i e d  
sponsor .  

0 	 S a l a r y  is. up t o  $40,000 p e r  y e a r  p l u s  f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s  f o r  100 
p e r c e n t  e f f o r t .  

0 	 During Phase I,  up t o  10 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  pr imary sponsor’s  s a l a r y
and commensurate f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s  may be r e q u e s t e d .  

0 	 Research and development suppor t  i s  provided up t o  $10,000 p e r  y e a r
i n c r e a s i n g  t o  $20,000 p e r  y e a r  i n  Phase 11. 

0 S a l a r y  supplementa t ion  is encouraged from non-government s o u r c e s .  

0 	 I n d i r e c t  c o s t s  o f  8 p e r c e n t  o f  t o t a l  d i r e c t  c o s t s ,  e x c l u s i v e  o f  
t u i t i o n ,  fees,  and equipment e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  o r  a c t u a l  ra te ,
whichever is  less, may be r e q u e s t e d .  

0 	 Awardees must inform t h e  N I H  f o r  each o f  f i v e  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  
complet ion o f  t h e  award about academic s t a t u s ,  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  and 
r e s e a r c h  g r a n t s  and c o n t r a c t s  r e c e i v e d .  

0 	 PSA a p p l i c a t i o n  may n o t  be submi t ted  c o n c u r r e n t l y  w i t h  o t h e r  
development awards,  such as C I A ,  RCDA, FIRST Award, o r  Academic 
A w a r d .  

0 	 U s e  a p p l i c a t i o n  form PHS 398 Rev. 9/86, w i t h  s p e c i a l  PSA 
i n s t r u c t  i o n s .  

B. CLINICAL INVESTIGATOR AWARD - C I A  (KO81 

Provides  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  suppor t  t o  p h y s i c i a n s ,  u s u a l l y  w i t h  n o t  less t h a n  3 
y e a r s  o f  p o s t d o c t o r a l  c l i n i c a l  t r a i n i n g  nor  more t h a n  7 y e a r s  o f  t o t a l  
p o s t d o c t o r a l  c l i n i c a l  and r e s e a r c h  exper ience  by t h e  t i m e  an  award i s  made. 
The o b j e c t i v e  is t o  encourage t h e  development o f  c l i n i c a l ,  b a s i c ,  and 
b e h a v i o r a l  r e s e a r c h  i n t e r e s t s .  

o 	Award i s  made t o  an i n s t i t u t i o n  on b e h a l f  o f  a 
c a n d i d a t e  who h a s  an a p p r o p r i a t e  sponsor  w i l l i n g  t o  
assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and provide  guidance f o r  
c a n d i d a t e ’ s  r e s e a r c h  program. 

o S e l e c t i o n  is  by n a t i o n a l  compet i t ion .  

o 	S a l a r y  i s  up t o  $40,000 p e r  y e a r  p l u s  f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s  
f o r  f i r s t  y e a r .  

o Research suppor t  i s  provided up t o  $10,000 p e r  y e a r .  

o T r a i n i n g  p e r i o d  i s  5 y e a r s  f o r  f u l l - t i m e  e f f o r t .  

o 	S a l a r y  supplementa t ion  is al lowed from non-federa l  
funds .  

o 	I n d i r e c t  c o s t s  o f  8 p e r c e n t  o f  t o t a l  d i r e c t  c o s t s  o r  
a c t u a l  ra te ,  whichever is less ,  may be r e q u e s t e d .  

o 	Awardees must inform t h e  N I H  f o r  each o f  f i v e  y e a r s
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  complet ion o f  t h e  award about academic 
s t a t u s ,  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  and r e s e a r c h  g r a n t s  and c o n t r a c t s  
r e c e i v e d .  

o 	 C I A  a p p l i c a t i o n  may n o t  be submi t ted  c o n c u r r e n t l y  w i t h  
o t h e r  development awards, such as PSA, RCDA, FIRST 
Award, o r  Academic Award. 

o 	 U s e  a p p l i c a t i o n  form PHS 398 Rev. 9/86, w i t h  s p e c i a l
C I A  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  
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C. RESEARCH CAREER DEVELOPMENT AWARD - RCDA (KO41 

Suppor t s  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  who have demonstrated o u t s t a n d i n g  r e s e a r c h  p o t e n t i a l .
P rov ides  s a l a r y  on ly  f o r  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  who normally have 5 y e a r s  o f  
p o s t d o c t o r a l  expe r i ence  a t  t h e  t ime o f  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  2 y e a r s  o f  
expe r i ence  a s  an independent  i n v e s t i g a t o r  wi th  independent  peer-reviewed 
s u p p o r t .  Support  must be a v a i l a b l e  t o  c a r r y  ou t  t h e  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  f o r  
which t h e  RCDA s a l a r y  is provided .  Th i s  award may n o t  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  o t h e r  
s o u r c e s  of r e s e a r c h  suppor t  s i n c e  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  is t o  p rov ide  r e l i e f  from 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  p reven t  f u l l - t i m e  ( n o t  less t h a n  80 p e r c e n t  b a s i c ,
c l i n i c a l ,  o r  b e h a v i o r a l  r e s e a r c h )  p u r s u i t  o f  an academic r e s e a r c h  c a r e e r .  N e w  
i n v e s t i g a t o r s  and w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  are n o t  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h i s  
Award. 

o 	 Candidate  is nominated by and an award is made t o  an i n s t i t u t i o n  on 
beha l f  of t h e  c a n d i d a t e .  

o S e l e c t i o n  is  by n a t i o n a l  competion. 

o S a l a r y  is up t o  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0  p e r  y e a r  p l u s  f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s .  

o Award p e r i o d  is  5 y e a r s .  

o S a l a r y  supplementa t ion  is al lowed from non-federa l  funds .  

o 	 I n d i r e c t  c o s t s  o f  8 pe rcen t  o f  t o t a l  d i r e c t  c o s t s  o r  a c t u a l  rate,
whichever is  less, may be r e q u e s t e d .  

o 	 RCDA a p p l i c a t i o n  may be submi t ted  c o n c u r r e n t l y  wi th  a r e g u l a r
r e s e a r c h  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n  bu t  must no t  be submi t ted  c o n c u r r e n t l y
wi th  o t h e r  development awards, such as, PSA, C I A ,  FIRST Award, o r  
Academic Award. 

o U s e  a p p l i c a t i o n  form PHS 398 Rev. 9/86, wi th  RCDA i n s t r u c t i o n s .  

APPLICATION SUBMISSION AND REVIEW 


The r e c e i p t  d a t e s  are t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  N I H  d a t e s :  February 1 ,  June  1 ,  and 

October 1 f o r  Counci l  review October,  February,  and May, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The 

PSA and C I A  a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be reviewed by t h e  NHLBI Research Manpower

Review Committee. Research Career Development Award a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be  

reviewed f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  merit th rough t h e  r e g u l a r  N I H  p e e r  review system i n  

t h e  D i v i s i o n  of Research Gran t s .  


A p p l i c a t i o n s  submi t t ed  i n  response  t o  t h i s  announcement should  be  i d e n t i f i e d  

by t y p i n g  P.A./Research Career  Awards i n  Thrombosis on t h e  face page a long 

with  t h e  t i t l e  o f  your p r o j e c t .  


The o r i g i n a l  and f o u r  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  should  be  mailed t o :  


D i v i s i o n  of Research Grants  

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  of Hea l th  

Westwood Bu i ld ing ,  Room 240 

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892XX 


A copy o f  t h e  f a c e  page o f  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  should  be  mailed t o :  


Fann Harding, Ph.D. 

Nat iona l  Hea r t ,  Lung, and Blood I n s t i t u t e  

Div i s ion  of Blood Diseases  and Resources  

Federa l  Bu i ld ing ,  Room 5A08 

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 

Telephone: ( 3 0 1 )  496-1817 


The programs o f  t h e  Div i s ion  o f  Blood Diseases  and Resources  o f  t h e  Na t iona l  

Heart, Lung, and Blood I n s t i t u t e  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  Ca ta log  of Federa l  

Domestic A s s i s t a n c e ,  number 13.839. Awards w i l l  be  made under  t h e  a u t h o r i t y 

o f  t h e  P u b l i c  Hea l th  S e r v i c e  Act, S e c t i o n  301 (42  USC 241) and admin i s t e red  

under PHS g r a n t  p o l i c i e s  and Fede ra l  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  most s p e c i f i c a l l y  42 CFR 

P a r t  52 and 45 CFR P a r t  74.  Th i s  program i s  no t  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  

intergovernmental review requirements o f  Execut ive  Order 12372, o r  t o  Hea l th  

Systems Agency Review. 
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PATIENT OUTCOME ASSESSMENT RESEARCH PROGRAM ASSESSMENT TEAMS 

P.T. 34; K.W. 1016002, 0730000 

N a t i o n a l  Center  f o r  Heal th  S e r v i c e s  Research and Heal th  Care Technology
Assessment (NCHSR) 

INTRODUCTION 

The N a t i o n a l  Center  f o r  Heal th  S e r v i c e s  Research and Heal th  Care Technology
Assessment (NCHSR) i n v i t e s  r e s e a r c h e r s  t o  submit g r a n t  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  
o r g a n i z i n g  assessment  teams t h a t  w i l l  i d e n t i f y ,  ana lyze ,  and minimize t h e  
s o u r c e s  o f  v a r i a t i o n  o f  medical care t h a t  r e s u l t  i n  adverse  outcomes o r  
i n a p p r o p r i a t e  r e s o u r c e  u t i l i z a t i o n .  The u l t i m a t e  g o a l  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  t o  
provide  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  t h a t  w i l l  improve t h e  outcome o f  t h e  care 
provided and opt imize  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  scarce h e a l t h  care r e s o u r c e s .  These 
teams are a c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  NCHSR’s P a t i e n t  Outcome Assessment Research 
Program (POARP) funded i n  f i s c a l  y e a r  1988, which i n  t u r n  was b u i l t  on over  a 
decade o f  r e s e a r c h  and development on t h e  q u a l i t y  and c o s t s  of  medical care.  

Heal th  s e r v i c e s  r e s e a r c h  over  t h e  p a s t  15 y e a r s  h a s  uncovered wide v a r i a t i o n s  
i n  t h e  t y p e s  and amounts o f  care f u r n i s h e d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  wi th  a p p a r e n t l y
similar c o n d i t i o n s .  These v a r i a t i o n s  may be cons idered  a p p r o p r i a t e  when t h e y
ref lec t  p a t i e n t  p r e f e r e n c e s  o r  needs and t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t r e a t m e n t s  a r e  
roughly  e q u i v a l e n t  i n  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  and e f f i c i e n c y .  However, when t h e s e  
d i f f e r e n c e s  re f lec t  t h e  p h y s i c i a n ’ s  p r a c t i c e  s t y l e  and are n o t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
major improvements i n  e i t h e r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o r  e f f i c i e n c y ,  q u e s t i o n s  a r i se  
r e g a r d i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s .  Others  have observed t h a t  when informat ion  about  
procedures  t h a t  have marginal  b e n e f i t  have been brought  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  
p h y s i c i a n s ,  t h e  use  o f  t h e s e  procedures  h a s  decreased  wi thout  a concomitant 
d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  outcome. These f i n d i n g s  have l e d  p o l i c y  makers,
h e a l t h  care p r o v i d e r s ,  i n s u r e r s ,  and consumers t o  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  an  

nprovement may be p o s s i b l e  i n  many c u r r e n t l y  accepted  p a t t e r n s  o f  medical 
k a r e .  What h a s  ensued is  an i n c r e a s i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  practice v a r i a t i o n s  and 

utcomes-based r e s e a r c h .  

’CHSR h a s  a l o n g  h i s t o r y  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  and funding  o f  h e a l t h  
’;-re, which h a s  l e d  t o  our c u r r e n t  involvement i n  t h i s  area of  r e s e a r c h .  
’ IHSR’s POARP programt s t a r t e d  i n  f i s c a l  y e a r  1988, is c u r r e n t l y  funding  
c - u d i e s  o f  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  f r - *  p r o s t a t i s m ,  h e a r t  d i s e a s e ,  h y p e r t e n s i o n ,  
:I a b e t e s ,  and rheumatoid a )iritis and t h e  procedures  i n  i n t e n s i v e  care 
t l s r a p y  and coronary  a r t e r  Jypass  s u r g e r y .  Funds from t h e  Medicare T r u s t  
I’ind have been i n c r e a s e d  i t  f i s c a l  y e a r  1989. They w i l l  be  used i n  p a r t  t o  
SIp p o r t  f o u r  ex t ramura l  as .  ssment teams. 

?!AM STAFFING 

T e f o u r  i n i t i a l  POARP assessment  teams w i l l  be  composed o f  5-7 f u l l - t i m e  
e u i v a l e n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  p e r  team. The s ta f f s  w i l l  be m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  and 
s ould  i n c l u d e  b o t h  academic and community p h y s i c i a n s .  The g o a l  o f  each 

sessment team w i l l  be  t o  Ldentify and ana lyze  t h e  outcomes and t h e  c o s t s  o f  
i. t e r n a t i v e  p r a c t i c e  p a t t e r x s  i n  o r d e r  t o  develop and t e s t  f e a s i b l e  and 
a c c e p t a b l e  methods f o r  reducing  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  v a r i a t i o n s .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h i s  
w i l l  l e a d  t o  t h e  development o f  p a t i e n t  outcome informat ion  t h a t  p h y s i c i a n s
and p a t i e n t s  could  use i n  making d e c i s i o n s .  With t h i s  in format ion ,  p h y s i c i a n s
w i l l  be  a b l e  t o  improve q u a l i t y  o f  care.  Each assessment  team must have t h e  
fo l lowing  s k i l l s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  it: c l i n i c a l  competence i n  s u b j e c t  a r e a  
( s p e c i a l t y / b a c k g r o u n d ) ,  epidemiology, b i o s t a t i s t i c s ,  r e s e a r c h  des ign ,
economics, d e c i s i o n  a n a l y s i s ,  survey  r e s e a r c h ,  d a t a  management, and r e s e a r c h  
s y n t h e s i s  and rneta-analysis .  

P r a c t i c i n g  p h y s i c i a n s  w i l l  be  a c r i t i c a l  p a r t  of t h c  assessmr t t -ams.  The 
aLm of  t h e  program i s  t o  improve q u a l ’ t y  o f  car by nformin p r  r i c i n g
p h y s i c i a n s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  f i n d i n g s  ab( 1: t h e  re1 i o  h i p  b e t  en t reatment  and 
outcomes. P r a c t i t i o n e r s  must be conbLnced o f  t, v a l u e  and 5 ‘ J i d i t y  of  t h i s  
r e s e a r c h  and, t h e r e f o r e ,  it is e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  t h e i r  v iewpoin ts  be r e p r e s e n t e d  
on t h e  assessment  team. 

SELECTION OF STUDY SUBJECTS 

Each team w i l l  se lect  an  important  a r e a  o f  c o n t r o v e r s y  f o r  s t u d y  and w i l l  be  
e v a l u a t e d  i n  p a r t  on t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  i ts  choice  o f  t o p i c .  C r i t e r i a  f o r  
s e l e c t i o n  o f  problems f o r  s t u d y  i n c l u d e  d i f f e r e n c e s  between a l t e r n a t i v e  
t r e a t m e n t s  o r  s e t t i n g s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  b e n e f i t s  and r i s k s  t o  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  
amount o f  unexplained medical p r a c t i c e  v a r i a t i o n ,  and volume o f  c a s e s  
n a t i o n a l l y .  P r i o r i t y  w i l l  be g iven  t o  s t u d i e s  t h a t  a d d r e s s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
i s s u e s  : 
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o 	 The b e n e f i t s  and r i s k s  t o  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  bo th  s h o r t  and l o n g  term,
which i n c l u d e  t h e  p a t i e n t ’ s  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  s u r v i v a l  and improved
h e a l t h  b o t h  w i t h  and without  t h e  t r e a t m e n t .  

o 	 The amount o f  unexplained v a r i a t i o n  i n  medical p r a c t i c e  among
p h y s i c i a n s  f o r  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i l l n e s s .  T h i s  v a r i a t i o n  i n d i c a t e s  
t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  pat ient-outcome r e s e a r c h  f i n d i n g s  t o  have an  
impact on p h y s i c i a n  behavior .  

o 	 The volume o f  cases and t r e a t m e n t s  i n  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  and t h e  
c o s t / c h a r g e  p e r  t r e a t m e n t .  These f a c t o r s  r e f l ec t  t h e  s u f f i c i e n c y
o f  d a t a  f o r  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  l e v e l  o f  r e s o u r c e s  devoted t o  t h e  
t r e a t m e n t ,  and t h e  importance o f  t h e  problem t o  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  

Other r e l e v a n t  c r i t e r i a  f o r  choosing t h e  t r e a t m e n t s  o r  i l l n e s s e s  t o  b e  
examined are d i s t r i b u t i o n  a c r o s s  t h e  Medicare p o p u l a t i o n  and p r o v i d e r s .  To 
avoid unnecessary d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  c h o i c e  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  be 
s t u d i e d  should t a k e  i n t o  account  what i s  be ing  done elsewhere--by o t h e r  
government a g e n c i e s ,  by p h y s i c i a n s  and s p e c i a l t y  groups,  by p r i v a t e
foundat ions ,  and by such nongovernment payers  f o r  h e a l t h  care as i n s u r a n c e  
companies and employers.  

P r i o r i t y  w i l l  be  g iven  t o  t h e  assessment o f  t r e a t m e n t  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  i n v o l v i n g  
common o p e r a t i o n s  and t o  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  u s e  o f  h o s p i t a l s  f o r  medical 
c o n d i t i o n s  due t o  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  c o s t s ,  e q u i t y ,  and p a t i e n t  s a f e t y .  

Many c o n d i t i o n s ,  i l l n e s s e s ,  and t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  t r e a t m e n t s  have been 
i d e n t i f i e d  as c o n t r o v e r s i a l .  Examples i n c l u d e  angina ,  a r t e r i o s c l e r o s i s ,  
c a t a r a c t s ,  g a l l s t o n e s ,  a r t h r i t i s ,  p r o s t a t i s m ,  back p a i n ,  and r e s p i r a t o r y
d i s e a s e .  

ASSESSMENT TEAM FUNCTIONS 

To p o s t u l a t e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  between p r a c t i c e  v a r i a t i o n s  and outcomes, assessment 
teams w i l l  conduct l i t e r a t u r e  reviews and r e s e a r c h  s y n t h e s e s  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  
t o  be a s s e s s e d .  The teams w i l l  t h e n  develop hypotheses  f o r  a n a l y s e s  o f  
v a r i a t i o n s ,  u s i n g  r o u t i n e  d a t a  b a s e s  and, where a p p r o p r i a t e ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
d a t a  b a s e s  (which a l s o  are r o u t i n e l y  c o l l e c t e d ) .  Examples i n c l u d e  Medicare 
( P a r t s  A and E), Medicaid, S t a t e  h e a l t h  department r e c o r d s ,  h o s p i t a l  d i s c h a r g e
a b s t r a c t s ,  p o p u l a t i o n  d a t a  sets o f  t h e  Nat iona l  Center  f o r  Heal th  S t a t i s t i c s  
( r o u t i n e l y  c o l l e c t e d  on a p e r i o d i c  b a s i s ) ,  census  d a t a ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d a t a ,
n a t i o n a l  d a t a  sets, and d a t a  from t h e  Copenhagen C o l l a b o r a t i n g  Center  f o r  t h e  
Study o f  Regional  V a r i a t i o n s  i n  Heal th  Care (sponsored by t h e  World Heal th  
Organiza t ion  1 .  

To e v a l u a t e  and t es t  t h e  hypotheses  developed, POARP teams may a c q u i r e
p e r s o n - s p e c i f i c  o r  s e t t i n g - s p e c i f i c  d a t a  obta ined  from s u b s e t s  o f  
s p e c i a l l y - d e r i v e d  d a t a  b a s e s .  These could  i n c l u d e  s p e c i f i c  Medicare d a t a ,
s p e c i f i c  Medicaid d a t a ,  l o n g i t u d i n a l  d a t a  se t s  ( f o r  example, c h r o n i c  d i s e a s e  
d a t a  banks and r e g i s t r i e s ) ,  medical r e c o r d s ,  i n s u r a n c e  r e c o r d s ,  and peer
review o r g a n i z a t i o n  d a t a  f i l e s  . 
To r e s o l v e  remaining d i s c r e p a n c i e s ,  POARP teams would c o l l e c t  d a t a  from 
s p e c i a l  i n t e r v i e w s  and s u r v e y s .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e y  would d e s i g n
c a r e f u l l y - f o c u s e d  ep idemiologic  o r  exper imenta l  c l i n i c a l  t r i a l s  t h a t  NCHSR 
w i l l  c o n s i d e r  conduct ing .  

DEMONSTRATION AND DISSEMINATION OF FINDINGS 

The teams w i l l  d i s s e m i n a t e  t h e s e  r e s e a r c h  f i n d i n g s  t o  p h y s i c i a n s  so t h a t  t h e y  
may make b e t t e r  informed d e c i s i o n s  about  p a t i e n t  care. Disseminat ion w i l l  
i n c l u d e  demonst ra t ion  b o t h  o f  what in format ion  i n f l u e n c e s  p h y s i c i a n  behavior  
and of how t h a t  in format ion  is b e s t  provided t o  p r a c t i c i n g  p h y s i c i a n s .  

T h i s  e f f o r t  is  in tended  t o  demonstrate  t h a t  p h y s i c i a n s  w i l l  v o l u n t a r i l y  change
t h e i r  behavior  when informed about  s c i e n t i f i c  pat ient-outcome r e s e a r c h  
f i n d i n g s  and about t r e a t m e n t  p a t t e r n s  i n  t h e i r  own market areas. 

The e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h i s  demonst ra t ion  w i l l  be  e v a l u a t e d  i n  terms o f  reduced 
v a r i a t i o n s  i n  medical p r a c t i c e s ,  more appropriate use of medical r e s o u r c e s ,  
and improvements i n  p a t i e n t  outcomes. Improvements i n  p a t i e n t  outcomes could  
be measured through p a t i e n t  su rv iva l  rates (such  as 30-day, 1-year,  and 
5-year ) ,  f u n c t i o n a l  s t a t u s  ( e . g . ,  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  d a i l y  l i v i n g ,  incont inence ,
and impotence),  and q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  ( e . g . ,  p a t i e n t  s a t i s f a c t i o n ) .  

I n  summary, NCHSR i n t e n d s  t h a t  t h i s  program w i l l :  ( a )  u s e  good s c i e n t i f i c  
methods and develop r e l i a b l e  informat ion  about p a t i e n t  outcomes, ( b )
d i s s e m i n a t e  t h i s  in format ion  t o  p h y s i c i a n s ,  ( c )  provide  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  
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p h y s i c i a n s  about  t h e i r  own p r a c t i c e  p a t t e r n s ,  ( d )  e v a l u a t e  t h e  e f fec ts  of  t h i s  
feedback, and ( e )  p r o v i d e  a b a s i s  f o r  developing a consensus among p h y s i c i a n s
about  a p p r o p r i a t e  t r e a t m e n t s  f o r  many i l l n e s s e s .  

T h i s  r e s e a r c h  program f o r  t h e  assessment  o f  p a t i e n t  outcomes h a s  s i g n i f i c a n c e
f o r  s a v i n g  l i v e s ,  improving t h e  q u a l i t y  of  medical c a r e ,  i n c r e a s i n g  and 
m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  a b i l i t i e s  of  p a t i e n t s ,  conserv ing  r e s o u r c e s ,  and 
reducing  m a l p r a c t i c e  s u i t s .  Developing and d i s s e m i n a t i n g  b e t t e r  knowledge
about  p a t i e n t  outcomes w i l l  e n a b l e  p h y s i c i a n s  and p a t i e n t s  t o  make b e t t e r  
informed d e c i s i o n s  about  t r e a t m e n t  c h o i c e s .  

CRITERIA FOR SELECTION OF ASSESSMENT TEAMS 

o S i g n i f i c a n c e  ( s c i e n t i f i c  o r  t e c h n i c a l )  o f  t h e  g o a l s  o f  t h e  proposed
p r o j e c t  
o Adequacy o f  t h e  proposed methodology 
o A v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  d a t a  o r  adequacy of proposed p l a n  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  d a t a  
o Appropr ia teness  o f  t h e  p l a n  f o r  o r g a n i z i n g  and managing t h e  
assessment  
o Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  team i n  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  
assessment  t o p i c  
o Reasonableness  of  t h e  budget i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  assessment  
o Adequacy of t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  and r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  team 
o Adequacy o f  p l a n  t o  p r o t e c t  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  

APPLICATION PROCEDURES 


I n v e s t i g a t o r s  are encouraged t o  d i s c u s s  r e s e a r c h  i d e a s  w i t h  NCHSR s t a f f  

members p r i o r  t o  s u b m i t t i n g  a p r o p o s a l .  They should  be c o n t a c t e d  no l a t e r  

t h a n  3 weeks b e f o r e  t h e  planned submission d a t e .  


Norman W .  Weissman, Ph.D. (3011443-23451

J e n n i f e r  Mayfield, M.D. (301/443-2080)

Marcel S a l i v e ,  M . D .  (301/443-5780)

NCHSR D i v i s i o n  of Extramural  Research 

Room 18A-19 

Parklawn B u i l d i n g 

R o c k v i l l e ,  Maryland 20857 


Grants  are awarded f o r  i n v e s t i g a t o r - i n i t i a t e d  p r o j e c t s  i n  h e a l t h  se rv ices  

r e s e a r c h  a t  c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  and o t h e r  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f o r  

p e r i o d s  o f  up t o  5 y e a r s .  NCHSR r e q u i r e s  t h e  use  o f  Form PHS 398, Grant 

A p p l i c a t i o n  ( a l s o  used by t h e  Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  of H e a l t h ) .  A g r a n t 

a p p l i c a t i o n  k i t  may be o b t a i n e d  from: 


NCHSR Review and Advisory S e r v i c e s  Program

Room 18A-20 

Parklawn B u i l d i n g 

R o c k v i l l e ,  Maryland 20857 


A p p l i c a t i o n s  from S t a t e  and l o c a l  governments should b e  submi t ted  on Form PHS 

5161-1, A p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  Federa l  A s s i s t a n c e  ( n o n c o n s t r u c t i o n  programs) .  These 

forms may be o b t a i n e d  e i t h e r  from NCHSR o r  t h e  D i v i s i o n  of  Research Grants , 

N I H ,  a t  t h e  a d d r e s s  shown below. 


A l l  NCHSR r e s e a r c h  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  reviewed by non-Federal  e x p e r t s  f o r  

s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n i c a l  merit .  Awards can b e  expec ted  t o  c o n t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s  

and requi rements  r e l a t e d  t o  performance and r e p o r t i n g .  It is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  

some a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be  deemed more s u i t a b l e  and approvable  as p i l o t 

p r o j e c t s  t h a t  r e q u i r e  f u r t h e r  p lanning  and p r e l i m i n a r y  work. I n  t h o s e  

c i rcumstances ,  NCHSR may e lect  t o  award up t o  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 ,  t o t a l  d i r e c t  c o s t s ,  and 

encourage resubmiss ion  i n  a n o t h e r  f i s ca l  y e a r .  Such resubmiss ions ,  however,

w i l l  compete wi thout  f a v o r  over  o t h e r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  subsequent  c y c l e s . 

The submission and review schedule  is: 


Study
N I H I D R G  S e c t  i o n  Ear l ies t  
Submission Review S t a r t  Date 

February 1 June  September
June  1 October February
October 1 February June  

..n 

Completed a p p l i c a t i o n s  are t o  be s e n t  o r  d e l i v e r e d  t o :  
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-4 

D i v i s i o n  o f  Research Grants  

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th  

Westwood Bui ld ing ,  Room 240 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892XX 


S t a t e  and l o c a l  government a p p l i c a n t s  must submit an  o r i g i n a l  and two c o p i e s 

of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ;  o t h e r s  are r e q u i r e d  t o  submit an  o r i g i n a l  and s i x  c o p i e s . 

Type "NCHSR-POARP Teams" i n  item 2 on t h e  f a c e  page of  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  It is  

h e l p f u l  t o  t h e  program i f  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  sends  an informat ion  copy o f  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  t o :  


NCHSR D i r e c t o r  o f  Extramural  Research 

Parklawn Bui ld ing ,  Room 18A-19 

Rockvi l le ,  Maryland 20857 


A copy o f  t h e  November 1988 program n o t e  on POARP ext ramura l  assessment  teams 

can b e  o b t a i n e d  from: 


P u b l i c a t i o n s  and Informat ion  Branch, NCHSR 

Parklawn Bui ld ing ,  Room 18-12 

Rockvi l le ,  Maryland 20857 

Telephone: (301)  443-4100 
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