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REVISED GUIDELINES FOR CORE GRANTS 

P.T. 34; K . W .  1002046, 0710030, 0715100 
%W' 

N a t i o n a l  Eye I n s t i t u t e  


The Nat iona l  Eye I n s t i t u t e  (NE11 h a s  r e c e n t l y  r e v i s e d  i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n 

g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  Core Grants  f o r  Vis ion  Research (P30) .  The o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  

NE1 Core Grant Program are: ( 1 )  t o  enhance an  i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  environment f o r  

v i s i o n  r e s e a r c h ;  ( 2 )  t o  a t t r a c t  s c i e n t i s t s  o f  d i v e r s e  d i s c i p l i n e s  t o  engage i n  

v i s i o n  r e s e a r c h ;  and (3)  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  and/or c o l l a b o r a t i v e  

s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  v i s u a l  system and i ts  d i s o r d e r s .  To be e l i g i b l e  f o r  Core 

Grants ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  must have a t  l eas t  f o u r  NEI-supported i n v e s t i g a t o r s ,  each 

with  a t  l eas t  two y e a r s  o f  committed suppor t  remaining on a r e g u l a r  r e s e a r c h  

g r a n t  ( R o l l ,  FIRST award (R291, o r  MERIT award (R37) a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  submission 

o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  The NE1 c u r r e n t l y  p r o v i d e s  up t o  $750,000 d i r e c t  c o s t s  

over  a 5-year p e r i o d  i n  suppor t  o f  a Core Grant .  An e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s  l i m i t  

may b e  made f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  r e q u e s t i n g  a C l i n i c a l  V i s i o n  Research Development

module. A p p l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n c l u d e  such a module may r e q u e s t  up 

t o  $1,050,000 d i r e c t  c o s t s  over  a 5-year p e r i o d .  The NE1 h a s  one r e c e i p t  d a t e  

f o r  Core Grants ;  June  1 o f  each y e a r .  Copies o f  t h e  new g u i d e l i n e s  may b e  

o b t a i n e d  by w r i t i n g  t o :  


NE1 Core Grant Program D i r e c t o r  

N a t i o n a l  Eye I n s t i t u t e  

B u i l d i n g  31, Room 6A48 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 

Telephone: (301)  496-5884 


REVISED GUIDELINES FOR INSTITUTIONAL T R A I N I N G  GRANTS 


P.T. 44; K . W .  0720005, 1014002 


N a t i o n a l  Eye I n s t i t u t e  


The N a t i o n a l  Eye I n s t i t u t e  (NE11 h a s  r e c e n t l y  r e v i s e d  i ts  a p p l i c a t i o n 

g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  N a t i o n a l  Research S e r v i c e s  Award (NRSA) I n s t i t u t i o n a l  T r a i n i n g 


#W Grants  (T32) .  Emphasis is p laced  on: ( 1 )  enhancing fundamental  t r a i n i n g  i n  
b a s i c  d i s c i p l i n a r y  areas a t  t h e  p r e d o c t o r a l  l e v e l ,  where an  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  
v i s i o n  r e s e a r c h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  would be expected;  and ( 2 )  u s i n g  more 
s p e c i a l i z e d  fundamental  t r a i n i n g  a t  t h e  p o s t d o c t o r a l  l e v e l  t o  h e l p  meet 
n a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  p r i o r i t i e s  i n  v i s i o n  r e s e a r c h .  NE1 r e s e a r c h  p r i o r i t i e s  are 
d e s c r i b e d  i n  "Vision Research -- A N a t i o n a l  P l a n :  1983-1987" and t h e  r e c e n t l y
publ i shed  "1987 E v a l u a t i o n  and Update". Copies o f  t h e s e  documents are 
a v a i l a b l e  from : 

A s s o c i a t e  D i r e c t o r  f o r  P lanning  and Repor t ing
Nat iona l  Eye  I n s t i t u t e  
B u i l d i n g  31, Room 6A27 
Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 

The NE1 h a s  one r e c e i p t  d a t e  f o r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  g r a n t s ;
each  y e a r .  The r e v i s e d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  g r a n t  g u i d e l i n e s
from I 

NE1 T r a i n i n g  Program D i r e c t o r  
N a t i o n a l  Eye I n s t i t u t e  
B u i l d i n g  31, Room 6A48 
Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 

January  10 o f  
are a v a i l a b l e  

A p p l i c a n t s  a r e  encouraged t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  NE1  T r a i n i n g  Program D i r e c t o r  a t  
3011496-5884 p r i o r  t o  submission o f  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

111" 

Vol.  17,  No. 28, September 2 ,  1988 - Page 1 



-.DATED ANNOUNCEMENTS (RFPs AND RFAs) 

STATISTICAL AND DATA ANALYSIS CENTER FOR THE AIDS C L I N I C A L  TRIALS GROUP 

RFP AVAILABLE: RFP-NIH-NIAID-AIDSP-89-8 
P.T. 34; K.W. 1004008, 1010013, 0755015 
Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A l l e r g y  and I n f e c t i o u s  Di seases  

The Treatment Research Branch o f  t h e  AIDS Program, Na t iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  
A l l e r g y  and I n f e c t i o u s  Diseases, N I H ,  i s  p l ann ing  t o  recompete t h e  c u r r e n t  
AIDS C l i n i c a l  T r i a l s  Coord ina t ing  Center  c o n t r a c t .  The emphasis o f  t h i s  
a c t i v i t y  is  changing from a d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  and management a c t i v i t y  t o  a 
s t a t i s t i c a l  and d a t a  d e s i g n  and a n a l y s i s  a c t i v i t y .  The purpose o f  t h e  new 
f i v e - y e a r  c o n t r a c t  is  t o  p rov ide  e x t e n s i v e  b i o s t a t i s t i c a l  e x p e r t i s e  and d a t a  
management c o o r d i n a t i o n  t o  t h e  AIDS C l i n i c a l  T r i a l s  Group (ACTG) .  

ACTG c l i n i c a l  t r i a l s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  be ing  conducted by 34 funded sites 
d e s i g n a t e d  as AIDS C l i n i c a l  T r i a l s  U n i t s  (ACTUS).  Some o f  t h e  awards are t o  
groups  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  w i th  a t o t a l  of over  55 c l i n i c a l  sites l o c a t e d  
throughout  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  ACTG t r i a l s .  These s i tes  are 
each  involved  i n  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  p o t e n t i a l  t h e r a p i e s  f o r  H I V  i n f e c t i o n .  A s  
of J u l y  1, 1988, 37 p r o t o c o l s  were a c t i v e ,  an a d d i t i o n a l  39 p r o t o c o l s  were 
pending o r  i n  development, and over  4,000 p a t i e n t s  had been e n r o l l e d  i n  ACTG 
c l i n i c a l  t r i a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a number of l a r g e - s c a l e  m u l t i c e n t e r  Phase I11 
s t u d i e s .  It is  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e  ACTG w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  expand over  t h e  
nex t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  The number o f  c l i n i c a l  s i tes may i n c r e a s e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,
p o s s i b l y  t o  a t o t a l  o f  85 t o  90 p a r t i c i p a t i n g  s i tes .  By 1990 it i s  expec ted
t h a t  over  10,000 p a t i e n t s  w i l l  be e n r o l l e d  i n  approximate ly  100 a c t i v e  
p r o t o c o l s  a t  any g iven  t ime ,  w i t h  about  75 p e r c e n t  of t h e  p a t i e n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n  
Phase I11 s t u d i e s .  

Necessary func t ions  relevant t o  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  i n c l u d e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o :  p rov ide
s c i e n t i f i c  l e a d e r s h i p  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  exper imenta l  des ign ,  sample s i z e ,
p r o t o c o l  f e a s i b i l i t y ,  d a t a  a n a l y s i s ,  and o t h e r  s t a t i s t i c a l  i ssues  invo lv ing
p r o t o c o l  development, implementat ion and a n a l y s i s ;  perform i n t e r i m  and f i n a l  
s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s e s  and be s u b s t a n t i a l l y  involved  i n  t h e  w r i t i n g  of  
s c i e n t i f i c  pape r s ;  conduct  methodologica l  r e s e a r c h  on t h e  e f f i c i e n t  des ign ,
conduct  and a n a l y s i s  of ACTG c l i n i c a l  t r i a l s ;  perform c ross - s tudy  a n a l y s e s  t o  
i d e n t i f y  new l e a d s  r e g a r d i n g  p r o g n o s t i c  f a c t o r s  and l a t e  t r e a t m e n t  e f f e c t s ;
g i v e  formal  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a t  each ACTG n a t i o n a l  meet ing on i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  
t h e  des ign ,  conduct  and a n a l y s i s  o f  ACTG s t u d i e s ;  s e r v e  on r e l e v a n t  ACTG 
committees; p rov ide  f o r  c e n t r a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  p a t i e n t s  and f o r  randomiza t ion  
where a p p r o p r i a t e ;  i d e n t i f y  in fo rma t ion  t o  be inc luded  i n  p r o t o c o l - s p e c i f i c
r e s e a r c h  r e c o r d s ,  develop s tudy  forms, and d e f i n e  t h e  computer ized da tabase ;
p rov ide  f o r  computer p rocess ing ,  s t o r a g e  and r e t r i e v a l  o f  d a t a  a t  a c e n t r a l  
d a t a  management f a c i l i t y  u s i n g  a commercial ( n o n p r o p r i e t a r y )  d a t a b a s e  
management system based on t h e  r e l a t i o n a l  model o f  d a t a b a s e  management and 
i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h e  i n d u s t r y - s t a n d a r d  SQL language;  des ign  and implement q u a l i t y  
a s su rance  p rocedures  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  v a l i d i t y  and completeness  o f  d a t a  
c o l l e c t e d ;  d e s i g n  and implement d a t a  e n t r y  p rocedures  t o  p rov ide  f o r  t h e  
e f f i c i e n t  t r a n s f e r  of  d a t a  t o  a c e n t r a l  f a c i l i t y  u s i n g  e i t h e r  a d i s t r i b u t e d  
and/or  c e n t r a l i z e d  approach;  p rov ide  f o r  e l e c t r o n i c  mai l  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  
communication among ACTG p a r t i c i p a n t s ;  p rov ide  a p p r o p r i a t e  t r a i n i n g ;  p r e p a r e
o p e r a t i o n s  manuals and r e l a t e d  material; and develop  a d e t a i l e d  work p l a n  f o r  
t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  phase .  

To perform t h e  r e q u i r e d  work, t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  must be a b l e  t o  p rov ide :
expe r i ence  s e r v i n g  as a s t a t i s t i c a l  and d a t a  a n a l y s i s  c e n t e r  f o r  complex
m u l t i c e n t e r ,  m u l t i - p r o t o c o l  c l i n i c a l  t r i a l  r e s e a r c h  e f f o r t s ;  Ph.D.- level  
s t a t i s t i c i a n s  wi th  expe r i ence  and e x p e r t i s e  i n  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  s t a t i s t i c a l  
t e c h n i q u e s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  c l i n i c a l  t r i a l s ;  expe r i ence  i n  a c t i v e  
c o l l a b o r a t i o n s  wi th  c l i n i c i a n s  i n  t h e  des ign ,  conduct  and a n a l y s i s  o f  c l i n i c a l  
t r i a l s ;  expe r i ence  i n  AIDS-related r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s ;  a c c e s s  t o  a 
l a r g e - c a p a c i t y  computer f a c i l i t y ;  and expe r i ence  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  
d e s c r i b e d  above. 

T h i s  NIAID-sponsored p r o j e c t  w i l l  t a k e  approximate ly  f i v e  y e a r s  t o  complete .
A cost-reimbursement  c o n t r a c t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d .  N I A I D  e x p e c t s  t o  make one 
award. 

T h i s  i s  an announcement f o r  an a n t i c i p a t e d  Request f o r  Proposa l  (RFP) .
RFP-NIH-NIAID-AIDSP-89-8 s h a l l  be  i s s u e d  on o r  about  October 10, 1988, wi th  a 
c l o s i n g  d a t e  t e n t a t i v e l y  set  f o r  December 13, 1988. 

w 
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Reques ts  f o r  t h e  RFP s h a l l  be  d i r e c t e d  i n  w r i t i n g  t o :  


Brenda Velez 

Cont rac t  Management Branch 

Westwood Bu i ld ing ,  5333 Westbard Avenue, Room 707 

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A l l e rgy  and I n f e c t i o u s  Diseases 


lrr 	 Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Hea l th  
Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 
Telephone: (301 1 496-71 17 

To r e c e i v e  a copy o f  t h e  RFP, p l e a s e  supply  t h i s  o f f i c e  wi th  t h r e e  
s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  ma i l ing  l a b e l s .  A l l  r e s p o n s i b l e  s o u r c e s  may submit  a p roposa l
which w i l l  be cons ide red .  

T h i s  adve r t i s emen t  does n o t  commit t h e  Government t o  award a c o n t r a c t .  

CANCER CENTER M I N O R I T Y  ENHANCEMENT AWARDS 

RFA: 88-CA-11 

P . T .  04, FF; K.W.  0715035, 0710030, 0745020, 0745055, 0415000, 0710095 

Nat iona l  Cancer I n s t i t u t e  

CHANGE I N  RECEIPT DATE: September 15, 1988 

The A p r i l  29 i s s u e  o f  t h e  N I H  Guide f o r  Grants  and C o n t r a c t s  (Vol .  17, No. 
16)  i nc luded  a n o t i c e  o f  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a r e q u e s t  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  (RFA)  on 
t h e  above t o p i c .  P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  r e c e i p t  d a t e  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n  
r e sponse  t o  t h i s  RFA should  be September 15, 1988 i n s t e a d  o f  August 2 .  
Q u e s t i o n s  and r e q u e s t s  f o r  t h e  complete RFA may be addres sed  t o :  

Lemuel A .  Evans, Ph.D. 

D i r e c t o r ,  Comprehensive Minor i ty  Biomedical Program

Bui ld ing  31, Room 10A04 

9000 Rockv i l l e  P ike  

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 

Telephone:  ( 3 0 1 )  496-7344 


W m r  NATIONAL COOPERATIVE NATURAL PRODUCTS DRUG DISCOVERY GROUPS 

RFA AVAILABLE: 88-CA-17 

P.T. 34; K.W. 0740020, 0755025, 0750025, 0755020 

Nat iona l  Cancer I n s t i t u t e  

Letter o f  I n t e n t  Date: October 21, 1988 

A p p l i c a t i o n  R e c e i p t  D a t e :  December 9 ,  1988 

I n  FY 1983 and 1984 N C I  r e q u e s t e d  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  Na t iona l  Coopera t ive  Drug
Discovery Groups whose g o a l  was t h e  d i scove ry  o f  improved cance r  t r e a t m e n t  on 
t h e  b a s i s  o f  novel  mechanism o f  drug  a c t i o n  (Vol .  12, No. 7, J u l y  1983, and 
Vol. 13, No. 9, August 3, 1984) .  I n  1986, t h e  program reques t ed  a p p l i c a t i o n s
focused  on e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  s p e c i f i c  and unique c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  l ung  and 
co lon  cance r  (Vol .  15, No. 20, October 3, 1986) .  The NCDDG approach t o  
modern a n t i c a n c e r  t r e a t m e n t  d i scove ry  w a s  broadened f u r t h e r  i n  August 1987 by
RFAs i n v i t i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  and e v a l u a t i o n  o f  bo th  g e n e r a l
mechanism o f  a c t i o n  based and s p e c i f i c  d i s e a s e - o r i e n t e d  a n t i c a n c e r  t r e a t m e n t s  
as we l l  a s  f o r  t h e  development o f  i n n o v a t i v e  p r e c l i n i c a l  models f o r  
de te rmining  an t i t umor  s e l e c t i v i t y  . 
SUMMARY 

The Na t iona l  Cancer I n s t i t u t e  ( N C I )  announces t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  an RFA f o r  
t h e  funding  o f  Na t iona l  Coopera t ive  Natura l  P roduc t s  Drug Discovery Groups
( N P D D G s )  t o  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  community t o  select  and i s o l a t e  on a 
r a t i o n a l  b a s i s ,  new p o t e n t i a l  a n t i c a n c e r  t r e a t m e n t s  from n a t u r a l  s o u r c e s  and 
t o  e v a l u a t e  them i n  p r e c l i n i c a l  models des igned  t o  s e l e c t  t h o s e  wi th  t h e  most 
f a v o r a b l e  p r o g n o s i s  f o r  c l i n i c a l  u s e f u l n e s s .  Th i s  program i s  des igned  t o  
assist l e a d i n g  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  i n  d i v e r s e  s c i e n t i f i c  d i s c i p l i n e s  t o  i n t e r a c t  as 
a u n i t ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a f f i l i a t i o n s  o r  p r i o r  

1-w 	 d i r e c t  involvement i n  cance r  r e l a t e d  r e s e a r c h .  The purpose is t o  mob i l i ze ,
w i t h  N C I  s u p p o r t ,  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  t a l e n t s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  e x p l o i t a t i o n  and 
e x t r a p o l a t i o n  o f  l e a d s  from fundamental s t u d i e s  t o  t h e  d i scove ry  o f  improved 

Vol. 17, No. 28, September 2, 1988 - Page 3 



a n t i c a n c e r  t r e a t m e n t .  An NPDDG i s  e n v i s i o n e d  as b e i n g  composed o f  a P r i n c i p a l 

I n v e s t i g a t o r  and a number o f  Program Leaders  who w i l l  conduct in te rdependent 

and s y n e r g i s t i c  p r e c l i n i c a l  l a b o r a t o r y  programs t o  i d e n t i f y  and i s o l a t e  novel  

a n t i c a n c e r  l e a d s  from n a t u r a l  s o u r c e s ,  conduct p r e c l i n i c a l  t a s k s  r e q u i r e d  t o  

select  m a t e r i a l s  worthy o f  development based on a c t i v i t y  i n  p e r t i n e n t 

l a b o r a t o r y  models as p e r c e i v e d  by t h e  Group, and provide  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  

i d e n t i f y i n g  new a g e n t s  and. s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  development t o  c l i n i c a l  t r i a l .  A 

NPDDG may b e  made up o f  s c i e n t i s t s  i n  academic, n o n - p r o f i t  r e s e a r c h ,  and 

commercial o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  


Awards w i l l  be  made a s  c o o p e r a t i v e  agreements .  A s s i s t a n c e  v i a  c o o p e r a t i v e  

agreement d i f f e r s  from a l l  r e s e a r c h  g r a n t s  i n  t h a t  t h e  c o o p e r a t i v e  agreement 

funding  mechanism a n t i c i p a . t e s  s u b s t a n t i a l  N C I  s t a f f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  d u r i n g 

performance. However, t h e  apply ing  Group must d e f i n e  i t s  o b j e c t i v e s  i n  accord  

w i t h  i ts  own i n t e r e s t s  and p e r c e p t i o n s  of  approaches t o  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  new 

models. The r o l e  o f  N C I  as a member o f  t h e  Group i s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  RFA. 

E s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h e  ex t ramura l  N C I  s ta f f  concerned w i t h  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  

g r a n t s  and c o n t r a c t s  w i l l  app ly  i t s  e x p e r i e n c e s  and a p p r o p r i a t e  r e s o u r c e s  t o  

f a c i l i t a t e  and s t i m u l a t e  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  of  Group o b j e c t i v e s .  The a c t i v e  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  i n d u s t r y  is  encouraged because it w i l l  a l low t h i s  segment o f  

t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  community t o  c o n t r i b u t e  i ts  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and 

material  r e s o u r c e s .  


The P r i n c i p a l  I n v e s t i g a t o r ' s  ( P I ' S )  i n s t i t u t i o n  w i l l  be  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  

Group's a p p l i c a t i o n .  Awards w i l l  be made t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n  on 

b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Group as a whole and n o t  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  Laboratory Programs

w i t h i n  t h e  Group. The P I ' S  i n s t i t u t i o n  w i l l  p rovide  a C e n t r a l  Opera t ions 

Office f o r  t h e  Group and w i l l  be  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  performance o f  t h e  e n t i r e  

Group and b e  a c c o u n t a b l e  f o r  t h e  funds  awarded. 


N C I  p l a n s  t o  make m u l t i p l e  awards f o r  p r o j e c t  p e r i o d s  o f  up t o  f i v e  y e a r s  and 

h a s  s e t  a s i d e  t h r e e  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  f o r  t h e  i n i t i a l  y e a r ' s  funding .  


The RFA l a b e l  o b t a i n e d  from t h e  N C I  s t a f f  person  named below o r  from g r a n t 

a p p l i c a t i o n  Form PHS 398 (Revised 9/86) must be a f f i x e d  t o  t h e  bottom o f  t h e  

face page.  F a i l u r e  t o  u s e  t h i s  l a b e l  could  r e s u l t  i n  de layed  p r o c e s s i n g  o f  

your a p p l i c a t i o n  such tha t :  it may n o t  r e a c h  t h e  review committee i n  t i m e  f o r  

review.  


F o r ' f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  and a copy o f  t h e  RFA c o n t a c t :  


J . A . R .  Mead, Ph.D. 

Program D i r e c t o r ,  NPDDGs 

Execut ive  P l a z a  North,  S u i t e  832 

Grants  and C o n t r a c t s  Opera t ions  Branch 

Developmental T h e r a p e u t i c s  Program

D i v i s i o n  o f  Cancer Treatment 

N a t i o n a l  Cancer I n s t i t u t e  

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 


IDENTIFICATION AND EVALUATION OF MOLECULAR PROBES FOR PATHOLOGICAL 

CLASSIFICATION OF HUMAN ASTROCYTOMAS 


RFA FOR COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT AVAILABLE: 88-CA-18 


P.T. 34; K.W. 1002058, 10020151 1002008, 1002004, 0710075 

N a t i o n a l  Cancer I n s t i t u t e  

A p p l i c a t i o n  Rece ip t  Date: January  16, 1989 

Letter o f  I n t e n t  Rece ip t  Date: October 17, 1988 

The Diagnos is  Research Program o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  Cancer Biology and Diagnos is
a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Cancer I n s t i t u t e  ( N C I )  i n v i t e s  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  Cooperat ive
Agreements from i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  and e v a l u a t i n g
molecular  probes  t o  improve t h e  p a t h o l o g i c  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  as t rocytomas .
Astrocytomas are t h e  most common primary tumors o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  nervous system
(CNS), b u t  p r e c i s e  p a t h o l o g i c  d i a g n o s i s  i s  o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t ,  and t h e  c u r r e n t  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  scheme does n o t  permi t  r e l i a b l e  p r e d i c t i o n s  o f  c l i n i c a l  
outcome. Recent advances i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  molecular  b io logy  sugges t  t h a t  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  e x i s t  t o  develop a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  scheme u s i n g  molecular  p r o b e s .
T h i s  should  l e a d  t o  a b e t t e r  unders tanding  o f  t h e  d i s e a s e  and h o p e f u l l y  t o  
improved t h e r a p y .  T h i s  Request f o r  A p p l i c a t i o n s  (RFA) is des igned  t o  promote
c o l l a b o r a t i o n s  and i n t e r a c t i o n s  among r e s e a r c h e r s  from a v a r i e t y  o f  b a s i c  
s c i e n t i f i c  and c l i n i c a l  d i s c i p l i n e s  ( e .g . molecular  b io logy ,  c e l l  b io logy ,
immunology, b iochemis t ry ,  c y t o g e n e t i c s ,  neuropathology,  c l i n i c a l  medicine)  t o  
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f a c i l i t a t e  c o r r e l a t i o n  of r e s u l t s  u s i n g  molecular  p r o b e s  w i t h  r e s u l t s  u s i n g
s t a n d a r d  h i s t o p a t h o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  and w i t h  p a t i e n t  response  t o  s p e c i f i c
t h e r a p i e s .  

Awards w i l l  be made as Cooperat ive Agreements. These create an  a s s i s t a n c e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  which s u b s t a n t i a l  involvement of  N C I  s t a f f  is  a n t i c i p a t e d  

*- 'I  	 d u r i n g  performance of t h e  p r o j e c t ,  as o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  d e t a i l e d  RFA. T h i s  
mechanism i s  used when t h e  N C I  wishes  t o  s t i m u l a t e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  i n t e r e s t  and 
proposes  t o  a d v i s e  o r  assist i n  p lanning  i n  an  important  and opportune area o f  
r e s e a r c h .  A p p l i c a n t s  w i l l  be  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p lanning ,  d i r e c t i o n  and 
e x e c u t i o n  of t h e  proposed p r o j e c t .  I t  is  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  t h e r e  be good l i a i s o n  
between b a s i c  s c i e n t i s t s  and c l i n i c i a n s ,  a s  t h e  g o a l  o f  t h i s  RFA i s  t o  apply
t h e  knowledge and t e c h n i q u e s  o f  b a s i c  s c i e n c e  t o  t h e  c l i n i c  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  
d i a g n o s i s  and p r o g n o s i s .  Each group responding t o  t h i s  RFA should  d e s c r i b e  
e x i s t i n g  and proposed collaboration/cooperation between b a s i c  s c i e n t i s t ( s 1  and 
c l i n i c i a n ( s 1 .  

N C I  a n t i c i p a t e s  making 3 t o  5 awards f o r  p r o j e c t  p e r i o d s  o f  up t o  5 y e a r s ; 

t o t a l  d i r e c t  c o s t s  o f  $750,000 have been set  a s i d e  f o r  t h e  i n i t i a l  y e a r ' s 

funding .  Although t h i s  program is provided f o r  i n  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  p l a n s  o f  t h e  

N C I ,  t h e  award o f  Coopera t ive  Agreements pursuant  t o  t h i s  RFA is  c o n t i n g e n t  on 

t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  funds  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f o r  f i s ca l  y e a r  1989. 


T h i s  RFA i s  a one-time s o l i c i t a t i o n  w i t h  a s p e c i f i e d  d e a d l i n e  o f  January  16,

1989, f o r  r e c e i p t  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  


The RFA l a b e l  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  9/86 r e v i s i o n  o f  A p p l i c a t i o n  Form 398 must be 

a f f i x e d  t o  t h e  bottom o f  t h e  face page. F a i l u r e  t o  u s e  t h i s  l a b e l  could  

r e s u l t  i n  de layed  p r o c e s s i n g  o f  your a p p l i c a t i o n  such t h a t  it may n o t  r e a c h  

t h e  review committee i n  t i m e  f o r  review.  


A copy o f  t h e  complete RFA d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  r e s e a r c h  g o a l s  and scope,  t h e  

Cooperat ive Agreement mechanism, t h e  review c r i t e r i a  and t h e  method of 

a p p l y i n g  can be o b t a i n e d  by c o n t a c t i n g :  


Doris  Bal insky ,  Ph.D. 

Program D i r e c t o r  f o r  Biochemistry and Immunodiagnosis

D i v i s i o n  o f  Cancer Biology and Diagnosis 

N a t i o n a l  Cancer I n s t i t u t e  

Room 10A10, Westwood B u i l d i n g 

5333 Westbard Avenue 


WW 	 Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 
Telephone: (301) 496-1591 

I n q u i r i e s  concerning t h i s  RFA are encouraged and should  be d i r e c t e d  t o  D r .  
Ba l insky  a t  t h e  above a d d r e s s  o r  t e l e p h o n e  number. 

T h i s  program is  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  c a t a l o g  o f  Federa l  Domestic A s s i s t a n c e  no 
13.394, Cancer D e t e c t i o n  and Diagnosis  Research.  Awards are under  
a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  Heal th  S e r v i c e  A c t ,  T i t l e  I V ,  P a r t  A ( P u b l i c  Law 
78-410 as amended: 42 USC 241) and adminis te red  under PHS g r a n t  p o l i c i e s  and 
Federa l  R e g u l a t i o n s  42 CFR P a r t  52 and 45 CFR P a r t  74. T h i s  program is  n o t  
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  in te rgovernmenta l  review requi rements  o f  Execut ive Order 12372 
o r  Heal th  Systems Agency rev iew.  

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES RESEARCH UNITS 


RFA AVAILABLE: 88-AI-14 


P.T. 34; K.W. 0715220, 1002027, 0785035, 0785055, 0710030 


N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A l l e r g y  and I n f e c t i o u s  Diseases 


A p p l i c a t i o n  Rece ip t  Date: November 28, 1988 


BACKGROUND INFORMATION 


The Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A l l e r g y  and I n f e c t i o u s  Diseases ( N I A I D )  i n v i t e s  

a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  program p r o j e c t  g r a n t s  t o  b e  i n i t i a t e d  d u r i n g  FY 1989 f o r  a 
c o n t i n u i n g  program o f  r e s e a r c h  on t h e  spectrum of Sexual ly  Transmi t ted  
Diseases (STD). 

RESEARCH GOALS AND SCOPE 

-rd The goal  o f  t h e  program is t o  encourage i n v e s t i g a t o r s  t o  under take  r e s e a r c h  
t h a t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  c l i n i c a l ,  b e h a v i o r a l ,  ep idemiologica l  and 
m i c r o b i o l o g i c a l  in format ion  needed f o r  t h e  e v e n t u a l  c o n t r o l  o f  s e x u a l l y  
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t r a n s m i t t e d  d i s e a s e s .  The N I A I D  wishes t o  broaden t h e  scope o f  i ts  program o f  

r e s e a r c h  i n  t h i s  area so - that  t h e  knowledge ga ined  may be a p p l i e d  t o  

improvement i n  t h e  means o f  p r e v e n t i o n ,  d i a g n o s i s ,  and t h e r a p y  o f  t h e s e  

i n f e c t i o n s .  


As one means o f  a c h i e v i n g  t h e  s t a t e d  g o a l s ,  t h e  N I A I D  proposes  t o  main ta in  

suppor t  of  a number o f  STD Research U n i t s .  These u n i t s  a r e  funded as program

p r o j e c t  g r a n t s ,  f u n c t i o n  as c e n t e r s  of e x c e l l e n c e  i n  STD r e s e a r c h  and s e r v e  a s  

f o c i  f o r  r e s e a r c h  and t r a i n i n g .  The r e s e a r c h  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  emphasis i n  

t h i s  program can be on any o r  on a l l  of  t h e  STDs t h a t  are c u r r e n t l y  recognized  

a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  problems w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  e c t o p a r a s i t e s .  A 

s t r o n g  c l i n i c a l  component should  be a major p a r t  o f  t h e  program p r o j e c t 

a p p l i c a t i o n .  S e v e r a l  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  must be c o n s i d e r e d  

i n  deve loping  t h e s e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  STD Research U n i t s  and t h e  s p e c i f i c  areas 

o f  r e s e a r c h  b e i n g  encouraged are d e t a i l e d  i n  t h e  f u l l  RFA. 


Only i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i t h  demonstrated s t r o n g  ongoing r e s e a r c h  programs and 

r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  can f o c u s  on a m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  and m u l t i f a c e t e d  team e f f o r t  

t o  s t u d y  STD i n f e c t i o n s  i n  depth  w i l l  be  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  program p r o j e c t  

suppor t  under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  program. 


MECHANISM OF SUPPORT 


E l i g i b i l i t y :  Domestic u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  medical c o l l e g e s ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  l a b o r a t o r i e s  

and o t h e r  p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s t a t e  and l o c a l  

governmental  u n i t s ,  are e l i g i b l e .  


Length of  Support :  The p r o j e c t  can be suppor ted  up t o  a maximum o f  f i v e  y e a r s 

without  a d d i t i o n a l  compet i t ion  c o n t i n g e n t  upon a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  f u n d s .  

Expected Number o f  Awards: Competit ion is open f o r  two o r  t h r e e  program

p r o j e c t s  i n  STD r e s e a r c h .  Two c u r r e n t l y  funded STD Research U n i t s  may be 

competing f o r  renewal o f  t h e i r  s u p p o r t .  Support  f o r  each STD Research Unit  is 

e s t i m a t e d  a t  $450,000 p e r  y e a r ,  d i r e c t  c o s t s .  


APPLICATION PROCEDURES 

A l l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n  response  t o  t h i s  RFA must be submi t ted  on A p p l i c a t i o n  Form 

398 Rev. 9/86. On l i n e  2 o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  form, i n s e r t  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h i s  

RFA "Sexual ly  Transmi t ted  Diseases  Research Units"  and t h e  RFA number 

88-AI-14. The RFA l a b e l  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  k i t  must be a f f i x e d  t o  

t h e  bottom o f  t h e  face page.  F a i l u r e  t o  u s e - t h i s  l a b e l  could  r e s u l t  i n  

delayed  p r o c e s s i n g  o f  your  a p p l i c a t i o n  such t h a t  it may n o t  r e a c h  t h e  review 

committee i n  t i m e  f o r  review.  


A l l  i n q u i r e s  and r e q u e s t s  for t h e  f u l l  t e x t  o f  t h i s  RFA should  be d i r e c t e d  t o :  


William P. Al len ,  Ph.D., Chief  

B a c t e r i o l o g y  and Virology Branch 

N I A I D ,  N I H ,  WB-738 

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 

Telephone: ( 3 0 1 )  496-7728 


I n t e r e s t e d  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  a r e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  submit a l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  o r  c a l l  by

September 30, 1988 t h e  I n s t i t u t e  c o n t a c t  p e r s o n .  The l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  should  

i n c l u d e  a d e s c r i p t i v e  t i t l e ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

s u b p r o j e c t s  under c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  program p r o j e c t .  The l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  

is n o t  b i n d i n g  and is  n o t  a requi rement .  


BEHAVIORAL RESEARCH O N  THE USE OF CONDOMS TO PREVENT AIDS 


RFA AVAILABLE: 88-HD-16 


P.T. 34; K.W. 0404000,  0715120, 0745055 


N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Chi ld  Heal th  and Human Development 


A p p l i c a t i o n  Rece ip t  Date: January  16, 1989 


BACKGROUND INFORMATION 


The Center  f o r  Popula t ion  Research ( C P R )  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Chi ld  

Heal th  and Human Development ( N I C H D )  i n v i t e s  s c i e n t i s t s  t o  submit g r a n t 

a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  r e s e a r c h  on b e h a v i o r a l  a s p e c t s  o f  condom u s e .  

CPR comprises  f o u r  branches  which suppor t  r e s e a r c h  on a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  

c o n t r a c e p t i o n  and r e l a t e d  b e h a v i o r s .  A p p l i c a t i o n s  submi t ted  i n  response  t o  

t h i s  announcement w i l l  be a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  most a p p r o p r i a t e  branch w i t h i n  t h e  

c e n t e r .  
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The purpose o f  t h i s  RFA i s  t o  s o l i c i t  r e s e a r c h  on f a c t o r s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  u s e  of  
condoms. F indings  should  be u s e f u l  i n  e f f o r t s  t o  encourage t h e  use  o f  condoms 
among groups f o r  whom t h i s  method is  a p p r o p r i a t e  and t o  modify t h e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of condoms and t h e  ways i n  which t h e y  are made a v a i l a b l e  i n  
o r d e r  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  use  among people  who should  be u s i n g  them t o  p r e v e n t
i n f e c t i o n .  

RESEARCH GOALS AND SCOPE 

Proposed r e s e a r c h  should  i n c l u d e  one or b o t h  o f  two g e n e r a l  approaches8 ( 1 )  
t o  c o l l e c t  and a n a l y z e  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  and p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  men and women who 
have used condoms and (2 )  t o  c o l l e c t  and ana lyze  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h o s e  who 
have n o t  used condoms. Both p o s i t i v e  and n e g a t i v e  f e a t u r e s  of  condoms should  
be cons idered .  These i n c l u d e  awareness o f  condoms through f r i e n d s ,
a d v e r t i s i n g ,  o r  o t h e r  means; t h e i r  a v a i l a b i l i t y  i n  s t o r e s ,  vending machines or 
c l i n i c s ;  t h e i r  c o s t ;  any embarrassment d u r i n g  purchase;  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  
unwrapping them i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  which t h e y  are used;  e a s e  o f  t r a n s p o r t  i n  
pocket  o r  p u r s e ;  ease o f  a p p l i c a t i o n ;  r e a l  o r  p e r c e i v e d  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  i n  
p r e v e n t i n g  pregnancy and s e x u a l l y  t r a n s m i t t e d  d i s e a s e ;  and enhancement o r  
r e d u c t i o n  o f  p l e a s u r e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  r e s e a r c h  i s  needed r e l a t i n g  t o  d i f f e r e n t  
k i n d s  o f  condoms: w i t h  o r  without  l u b r i c a n t ;  whether spermic ides  are inc luded  
i n  t h e  l u b r i c a n t ;  whether o r  n o t  contoured,  t e x t u r e d ,  or c o l o r e d ;  whether 
f i t t e d  w i t h  r e s e r v o i r  t i p ;  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  of  t h i c k n e s s ,  l e n g t h ,  and 
c i rcumference ;  whether s u p p l i e d  w i t h  a p p l i c a t o r ;  and any o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  t h a t  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  may c o n s i d e r  r e l e v a n t  t o  e f f e c t i v e  and c o n s i s t e n t  u s e .  

These e x p e r i e n c e s  and p e r c e p t i o n s  should  be r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  s o c i a l ,  economic,
p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  and, where r e l e v a n t ,  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  
respondents  and t h e i r  p a r t n e r s .  A t t e n t i o n  should be g iven  t o  t h e  exper ience
and p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  men and women who have used condoms, b u t  no l o n g e r  do so, 
as w e l l  a s  c u r r e n t  u s e r s .  Proposed r e s e a r c h  should  de te rmine  whether condoms 
a r e  used i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  and t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  o m i t t i n g  u s e .  If o t h e r  methods 
a r e  used i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  condoms, r e s e a r c h  should de te rmine  whether t h e y  a r e  
used i n  combinat ion w i t h  condoms or s e p a r a t e l y .  

Condom u s e  should  a l s o  b e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  k i n d s  of  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  
which t h e  respondent  engages,  t h e i r  d u r a t i o n  and frequency,  whether t h e y  are 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a l c o h o l  o r  drug  u s e ,  and t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p
w i t h  p a r t n e r s .  S p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  should  b e  g iven  t o  t h e  c i rcumstances  under 
which condoms break  or l e a k .  

The p o p u l a t i o n s  proposed f o r  s t u d y  should  i n c l u d e  members o f  groups f o r  whom 
condom u s e  i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  p r e v e n t i n g  t h e  s p r e a d  of  AIDS and o t h e r  s e x u a l l y
t r a n s m i t t e d  d i s e a s e s .  These groups i n c l u d e  young s e x u a l l y  a c t i v e  men and 
women, male homosexuals, p r o s t i t u t e s  and t h e i r  c l i e n t s ,  i n t r a v e n o u s  drug  u s e r s  
and t h e i r  s e x u a l  p a r t n e r s ,  and any o t h e r  groups i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  
as be ing  a t  h i g h  r i s k  o f  s e x u a l l y  t r a n s m i t t e d  d i s e a s e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s t u d i e s  
may i n c l u d e  men and women i n  monogamous r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  whether marr ied  o r  n o t ,
if t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  and p e r c e p t i o n s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be v a l u a b l e  i n  
i d e n t i f y i n g  f a c t o r s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  use  o f  condoms. It i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  
samples t o  be n a t i o n a l  i n  scope,  b u t  t h e y  should  r e p r e s e n t  c a r e f u l l y  d e f i n e d  
p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  spec i f ic  l o c a l i t i e s  so t h a t  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  r e s e a r c h  can be 
c o n s i d e r e d  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  one o r  more h i g h - r i s k  groups.  

MECHANISM OF SUPPORT 

The s u p p o r t  mechanism f o r  t h i s  program is  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  
g r a n t .  Although t h i s  s o l i c i t a t i o n  is inc luded  i n  t h e  p l a n s  f o r  F isca l  Year 
1989, t h e  suppor t  of g r a n t s  t o  be awarded as a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  RFA i s  
c o n t i n g e n t  upon t h e  r e c e i p t  o f  funds f o r  t h i s  purpose .  It is a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  
f o u r  t o  s i x  g r a n t s  w i l l  be  awarded, depending on t h e  o v e r a l l  merit o f  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n s  and t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  funds .  A f t e r  p r o j e c t s  are underway,
meet ings w i l l  be  h e l d  t o  f o s t e r  t h e  s h a r i n g  o f  work i n  p r o g r e s s .  P r i n c i p a l
and c o - i n v e s t i g a t o r s  w i l l  be  encouraged t o  a t t e n d  t h e s e  meet ings;  funds  should  
be inc luded  in t h e  budget f o r  one two-day meeting p e r  y e a r  i n  Bethesda,
Maryland t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  r e s e a r c h  wi th  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t o r s .  The c u r r e n t  
p o l i c i e s  and requi rements  t h a t  govern t h e  r e s e a r c h  g r a n t  programs o f  N I H  w i l l  
p r e v a i l  (Code o f  F e d e r a l  Regula t ions ,  T i t l e  4 2 ,  P a r t  52 and T i t l e  4 5 ,  P a r t  
7 4 ) .  

REVIEW PROCEDURES AND CRITERIA 

NICHD s t a f f  w i l l  review a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  t o  t h e  RFA; t h o s e  
judged t o  be nonresponsive w i l l  be  r e t u r n e d .  The a p p l i c a n t  may resubmit  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  and have it a s s i g n e d  f o r  review i n  t h e  same manner as u n s o l i c i t e d  
g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  next  review c y c l e .  An a p p l i c a t i o n  w i l l  be  
cons idered  nonresponsive t o  t h i s  RFA i f  it is i d e n t i c a l  t o  one a l r e a d y
submi t ted  t o  t h e  N I H  f o r  review, u n l e s s  t h e  p r e v i o u s  a p p l i c a t i o n  is  withdrawn. 

Vol .  1 7 ,  No. 28, September 2, 1988 - Page 7 



Responsive a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be  reviewed w i t h i n  s i x  months o f  r e c e i p t .  They 

may be s u b j e c t e d  t o  t r i a g e  by a peer-review group t o  de te rmine  t h e i r  

s c i e n t i f i c  merit r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  o t h e r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  i n  response  t o  

t h i s  RFA. N I H  w i l l  withdraw from compet i t ion  t h o s e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  judged t o  be 

noncompeti t ive and n o t i f y  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u s i n e s s  o f f i c i a l .  

Those a p p l i c a t i o n s  judged t o  be c o m p e t i t i v e  w i l l  b e  f u r t h e r  e v a l u a t e d  f o r  

s c i e n t i f i c  merit  by a review panel  convened s o l e l y  f o r  t h i s  purpose by t h e  u 


S c i e n t i f i c  Review Programr N I C H D .  C r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  i n i t i a l  review i n c l u d e  t h e  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  and o r i g i n a l i t y  of  r e s e a r c h  g o a l s  and approaches;  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y 

o f  r e s e a r c h  and adequacy o f  t h e  exper imenta l  des ign;  t h e  r e s e a r c h  e x p e r i e n c e 

and competence o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r ( s )  t o  conduct t h e  proposed work; t h e  

adequacy o f  i n v e s t i g a t o r ( s 1  e f f o r t  devoted t o  t h e  p r o j e c t ;  and t h e  

a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  d u r a t i o n  and c o s t  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  work 

proposed.  Fol lowing review by t h e  I n i t i a l  Review Group, a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be  

e v a l u a t e d  by t h e  I n s t i t u t e ' s  Advisory Counci l  f o r  program r e l e v a n c e  and p o l i c y 

i s s u e s  b e f o r e  awards a r e  made. Af te r  s c i e n t i f i c  review,  N I M H  and o t h e r  

I n s t i t u t e s  may p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  funding m e r i t o r i o u s  a p p l i c a t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  i n  

response  t o  t h i s  RFA. The a n t i c i p a t e d  award d a t e  is J u l y  1 ,  1989. 


METHOD OF APPLYING 


A p p l i c a t i o n s  should  be submi t ted  on Form PHS 398 ( r e v i s e d  9/86) which is  

a v a i l a b l e  i n  most i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u s i n e s s  o f f i c e s  o r  from t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  

Research Grants,  N I H  (3014'496-7441). A p p l i c a t i o n s  should  be i d e n t i f i e d  by

checking t h e  "yesn box i n  Item No. 2 on t h e  f a c e  page o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  and 

by t y p i n g  i n  t h e  words, " I n  Response t o  RFA 88-HD-16." The RFA l a b e l  

a v a i l a b l e  i n  Form 398 must be a f f i x e d  t o  t h e  bottom o f  t h e  face page o f  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  a p p l i c a t i o n .  The s i g n e d  o r i g i n a l  ( topmost )  and f o u r  (4) c o p i e s  o f  

t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  must be r e c e i v e d  by January  15, 1989. L a t e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  

n o t  b e  a c c e p t e d .  A p p l i c a t i o n s  should  be s e n t  o r  d e l i v e r e d  t o :  


Grant A p p l i c a t i o n  Rece ip t  O f f  ice 

D i v i s i o n  o f  Research Grdnts  

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Heal th  

Westwood B u i l d i n g ,  Room 240 

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892nn 


I t  is ext remely  impor tan t  f o r  t h e  t i m e l y  review o f  your a p p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  two 

(2) a d d i t i o n a l  c o p i e s  be s e n t  under s e p a r a t e  cover  t o :  


Laurance S. Johns ton ,  Ph.D. 

Deputy D i r e c t o r ,  S c i e n t i f i c  Review Program

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Chi ld  Heal th  and Human Development

Execut ive  P l a z a  North,  Room 520 

6130 Execut ive  Boulevard 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 


I n q u i r i e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  announcement may be d i r e c t e d  t o :  


Arthur  A .  Campbell

Deputy D i r e c t o r ,  Center  f o r  Popula t ion  Research 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Chi ld  Heal th  and Human Development

Execut ive  P l a z a  North,  Room 604 

6130 Execut ive  Boulevard 

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 

Telephone: (301) 496-1101 


T h i s  program is d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  Cata log  o f  F e d e r a l  Domestic A s s i s t a n c e  No. 

13.864, P o p u l a t i o n  Research.  Awards w i l l  b e  made under t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  

P u b l i c  Heal th  S e r v i c e  A c t ,  T i t l e  111, S e c t i o n  301 ( P u b l i c  Law 78-410, as 

amended; 42 USC 241) and a d m i n i s t e r e d  under PHS Grant P o l i c i e s  and Federa l  

R e g u l a t i o n s  42 CFR P a r t  52 and 45 CFR P a r t  74. T h i s  program i s  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  

t h e  in te rgovernmenta l  review requi rements  o f  Execut ive  Order No. 12372 o r  t o  

H e a l t h  Systems Agency review.  


O N G O I N G  PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENTS 

TYPE I1 OSTEOPOROSIS 

P.T. 34; K.W. 0705050, 0715135 
N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  on Aging

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  of A r t : h r i t i s  and Musculoske le ta l  and S k i n  Diseases 
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BACKGROUND 

Os teoporos i s  and a s s o c i a t e d  f r a c t u r e s  c o n s t i t u t e  a major p u b l i c  h e a l t h  problem
a f f e c t i n g  more t h a n  20 m i l l i o n  Americans. Os teoporos i s  can be  de f ined  as  an 
a b s o l u t e  d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  amount o f  bone, l e a d i n g  t o  f rac tures  a f t e r  minimal 
t rauma.  While women are d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  t h i s  d e b i l i t a t i n g
d i s e a s e ,  bo th  men and women l o s e  bone minera l  w i th  age  and are a t  i n c r e a s i n g
r i s k  f o r  f r a c t u r e  as  t h e y  grow o l d e r .  One t h i r d  o f  women ove r  65 y e a r s  o f  age
w i l l  s u f f e r  v e r t e b r a l  f r a c t u r e s .  By age  n i n e t y ,  one t h i r d  o f  t h e  women and 
approximate ly  17 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  men w i l l  have exper ienced  a h i p  f r a c t u r e .  

Although t h e  fundamental  pa thogenes i s  o f  o s t e o p o r o s i s  remains u n c l e a r ,
c l i n i c a l  ev idence  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e r e  are two t y p e s  o f  t h e  syndrome. Type I,
which occur s  mainly i n  women w i t h i n  15 t o  20 y e a r s  a f t e r  menopause, is 
mani fes ted  by v e r t e b r a l  c r u s h  f r a c t u r e  and Co l l e s '  f racture  o f  t h e  d i s t a l  
forearm.  Type I1 o s t e o p o r o s i s  occur s  i n  bo th  men and women ove r  t h e  age  o f  70 
and i s  a s s o c i a t e d  mainly wi th  h i p ,  p e l v i c ,  proximal  femur, and wedge t y p e
v e r t e b r a l  f r a c t u r e s .  

C l i n i c a l l y ,  t y p e  I and I1 are n o t  r e a d i l y  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  and bo th  o f t e n  occur  
i n  t h e  same p a t i e n t .  However, t h e r e  are a number o f  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  which 
h e l p  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  them. Type I o s t e o p o r o s i s  is a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  excess ive  
and d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  loss o f  t r a b e c u l a r  bone, b u t  t h e  r a t e  o f  c o r t i c a l - b o n e  
loss i s  on ly  s l i g h t l y  above u s u a l  a g e - r e l a t e d  ra tes .  It is  a l s o  c l o s e l y
r e l a t e d  t o  f a c t o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  menopause, and t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  method t o  
d a t e  o f  r educ ing  postmenopausal bone loss i s  e s t r o g e n  t h e r a p y .  

I n  t h e  t y p e  I1 form o f  o s t e o p o r o s i s ,  bone loss is  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  f o r  bo th  
c o r t i c a l  and t r a b e c u l a r  bone and is on ly  s l i g h t l y  g r e a t e r  f o r  p a t i e n t s  w i th  
f r a c t u r e  t h a n  f o r  t h e  remainder  o f  t h e  ag ing  popu la t ion .  A s  bone i s  l o s t ,
i n c r e a s i n g  numbers o f  o l d e r  people  have bone d e n s i t i e s  t h a t  f a l l  below t h e  
f r a c t u r e  t h r e s h o l d .  Age-re la ted  r i s k  f a c t o r s  i n c l u d e  dec reased  o s t e o b l a s t  
f u n c t i o n  and impaired 1,25(OH)2D, l e a d i n g  t o  decreased  calcium a b s o r p t i o n  and 
secondary hyperpara thyro id ism.  A t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e r e  is  no e s t a b l i s h e d  
u n i v e r s a l l y  e f f e c t i v e  t h e r a p y  �or  t y p e  I1 o s t e o p o r o s i s .  

GOALS AND SCOPE 

Much r e c e n t  o s t e o p o r o s i s  r e s e a r c h  h a s  been d i r e c t e d  toward t h e  postmenopausal,  
t y p e  I form. Both ep idemiologic  and c l i n i c a l  f i n d i n g s  sugges t  t h a t  t y p e  I1 
and t y p e  I o s t e o p o r o s i s  may be  r e l a t e d  bu t  t h e y  are n o t  i d e n t i c a l .  The goa l
o f  t h i s  announcement is  t o  encourage r e s e a r c h  t o  de te rmine  whether t h e s e  two 
syndromes o f  o s t e o p o r o s i s  have d i f f e r e n t  e t i o l o g i c  mechanisms and t o  deve lop
t h e o r i e s  of pa thogenes i s  which can l e a d  t o  t h e  p r e d i c t i o n ,  p reven t ion ,  and 
t r e a t m e n t  o f  t y p e  I1 o s t e o p o r o s i s .  T h i s  r e s e a r c h  l e n d s  i t s e l f  t o  
i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  i n  t h e  areas o f  c e l l  b io logy ,  b iochemis t ry ,
endocr inology,  phys io logy ,  b iophys ic s ,  epidemiology, and ag ing .  The NIA/NIAMS 
encourages c o l l a b o r a t i v e  p r o p o s a l s  from exper imenta l  g e r o n t o l o g i s t s ,  -
g e r i a t r i c i a n s ,  bone e n d o c r i n o l o g i s t s  and r e l a t e d  biomedical  r e s e a r c h e r s .  

The N I H  u r g e s  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  g r a n t s  t o  g i v e  added a t t e n t i o n  (where feas ib le  
and a p p r o p r i a t e )  t o  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  m i n o r i t y  groups and/or women i n  t h e  s t u d y
p o p u l a t i o n s  f o r  r e s e a r c h .  

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 

The NIAINIAMS i n v i t e  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  t e s t  hypotheses  and e l u c i d a t e  
mechanisms i n c l u d i n g ,  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  t h e  fo l lowing  g e n e r a l  areas: 

E t i o l o g i c  mechanisms unde r ly ing  t y p e  I1 o s t e o p o r o s i s  i n  men and women. 
Suspected f a c t o r s  i n c l u d e  p a r a t h y r o i d  f u n c t i o n ,  calcium a b s o r p t i o n ,  v i t amin  D 
metabolism, bone remodel ing,  p r o s t a g l a n d i n  and growth f a c t o r  a c t i v i t y ,  and 
o s t e o b l a s t  f u n c t i o n .  

The r o l e  o f  a g e - r e l a t e d  changes i n  bone b iochemis t ry ,  bone t u r n o v e r ,  bone 
ce l l s ,  endocr ine  f u n c t i o n ,  mine ra l  a b s o r p t i o n ,  and o t h e r  ag ing  changes i n  
c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  a g e - r e l a t e d  bone loss i n  men and women. 

Improved t echn iques  f o r  measuring bone d e n s i t y  and bone s t r e n g t h ,  and t h e i r  
v a l i d a t i o n  i n  o l d  and ve ry  o l d  pe r sons .  

Epidemiologic  s t u d i e s  des igned  t o  de te rmine  r i s k  f a c t o r s  f o r  t y p e  I1 
o s t e o p o r o s i s  i n  men and women. Long i tud ina l  s t u d i e s  are  p a r t i c u l a r l y
encouraged.  Inc idence  and p reva lence  s t u d i e s  among r a c e s  and e t h n i c  groups
which may o f f e r  mechan i s t i c  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  t y p e  I1 o s t e o p o r o s i s  are a l s o  
encouraged. 
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I n t e r v e n t i o n s  t h a t  may p reven t  o r  r e t a r d  a g e - r e l a t e d  o s t e o p o r o s i s  i n  men and 

women i n c l u d i n g  e x e r c i s e ,  d i e t ,  d rug  and/or  hormonal t h e r a p y  as w e l l  as o t h e r  

f a c t o r s  t h a t  are l i n k e d  t o  t y p e  I1 d i s e a s e .  


MECHANISMS OF RESEARCH SUPPORT 


The pr imary mechanisms f o r  suppor t  o f  t h i s  program are: 


Research P r o j e c t  Grant ( R o l l  


FIRST Award (R29) 


Career g r a n t s ,  which i n c l u d e :  

S p e c i a l  Emphasis Research Career  Award (KO11 i n  

N u t r i t i o n a l  and Metabol ic  F a c t o r s  i n  Aging

Research Career Development Award (KO41

C l i n i c a l  I n v e s t i g a t o r  Award (KO81

Academic Award (KO81 


REVIEW PROCEDURES 


A p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be  e v a l u a t e d  i n  accordance  w i t h  t h e  u s u a l  N I H  p e e r  review 

procedures ,  based  on s c i e n t i f i c  merit .  Fol lowing s tudy  s e c t i o n  review, t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be e v a l u a t e d  by t h e  Na t iona l  Advisory Counci l  on Aging and 

t h e  Na t iona l  A r t h r i t i s  and Muscu loske le t a l  and Skin  Di seases  Advisory Counci l .  

Awards w i l l  be based on a v a i l a b l e  funds .  


METHOD OF APPLYING 

A p p l i c a t i o n s  should  be  submi t t ed  on t h e  PHS 398 (Revised  9/86) a p p l i c a t i o n 

form. A p p l i c a t i o n  d e a d l i n e s  are February 1 ,  June 1 ,  o r  October 1 .  Under i tem 

2, on t h e  face page o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  Response To S p e c i f i c  Program

Announcement, type NIAINIAMS, TYPE I1 (AGE-RELATED) OSTEOPOROSIS. I f  your 

i n s t i t u t i o n  does  n o t  have N I H  r e s e a r c h  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n  k i t s ,  c o p i e s  may be 

o b t a i n e d  by w r i t i n g :  


Office o f  Grant I n q u i r i e s 

D i v i s i o n  o f  Research Gran t s  

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Hea l th  

Westwood Bu i ld ing ,  Room 449 

Bethesda ,  Maryland 20892 

Telephone:  ( 3 0 1 )  496-7441 


Forward t h e  o r i g i n a l  + 6 c o p i e s  o f  t h e  completed a p p l i c a t i o n  t o :  


D i v i s i o n  o f  Research Gran t s  

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  of Hea l th  

Westwood Bu i ld ing ,  Room 240 

Bethesda,  Maryland 2089233 


INQUIRIES AND CORRESPONDENCE 


P o t e n t i a l  a p p l i c a n t s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o b t a i n i n g  f u r t h e r  i n fo rma t ion  may c a l l :  


Ann W .  Sorenson,  Ph.D. 

Osteoporos i s  and Rheumatology Program D i r e c t o r  

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  on Aging

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 

Telephone:  (301 1 496-1033 


Stephen L .  Gordon, Ph.D. 

Muscu loske le t a l  D i seases  Program D i r e c t o r  

Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  of  A r t h r i t i s  and 

Musculoske le ta l  and Skin  Di seases  

Westwood Bu i ld ing ,  Room 405 

Bethesda,  Maryland 20892 

Telephone:  (301)  496-7326 
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ERRATUM 

RESEARCH ON AIDS AND THE AMERICAN TEENAGER 

RFA: 88-HD-13 
*I* 

P.T. 34, AA; K.W. 0715120, 0411005, 0750020, 0404000 

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Chi ld  Heal th  and Human Development 

C o r r e c t i o n  t o  RFA-88-HD-13, RESEARCH ON AIDS AND THE AMERICAN TEENAGER, N I H  
Guide f o r  Grants  and C o n t r a c t s ,  V o l .  17, No. 26, August 12, 1988. Sentence 1 
of Paragraph 1 under I V .  REVIEW PROCEDURES AND CRITERIA should  r e a d  as 
f o l l o w s  : 

A p p l i c a t i o n s  submi t ted  i n  response  t o  t h i s  RFA w i l l  be  reviewed f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  
merit by an i n i t i a l  review group ( I R G )  which w i l l  b e  convened by t h e  
S c i e n t i f i c  Review Program of t h e  Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Chi ld  Heal th  and Human 
Development ( N I C H D )  t o  review o n l y  t h e s e  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  
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