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HEALTH COMMUNICATIONS 

BY S A T E L L I T E  A N N O U N C E M E N T  


A c o l l a b o r a t i o n  between t h e  governments of Canada and t h e  United S t a t e s  w i l l  
r e s u l t  i n  t h e  launching of a Communications Technology S a t e l l i t e  (CTS) i n  
December 1975. A f t e r  several months of t e s t i n g  and adjustment ,  t h i s  satel­
l i t e  w i l l  be  a v a i l a b l e  t h r e e  days a week t o  each country f o r  t h e  experimental  
a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  a v a r i e t y  of communications problems. Acting as t e c h n i c a l  
coordinator  and f a c i l i t a t o r  on behalf  of t h e  h e a l t h  community, t h e  Lister 
H i l l  Nat ional  Center f o r  Biomedical Communications of t h e  Na t iona l  L ib ra ry  
of Medicine has t e n t a t i v e l y  requested n i n e  hours pe r  week f o r  h e a l t h - r e l a t e d  
a p p l i c a t i o n s  of t h i s  unique communications system. 

B r i e f l y  desc r ibed ,  t h e  sa te l l i t e  w i l l  be  capable  of b l anke t ing  t h e  e n t i r e  
c o n t i n e n t a l  United States from i ts  s t a t i o n a r y  p o s i t i o n  over t h e  equator .  It 
w i l l  have two movable " f o o t p r i n t s " ,  each of which can cover approximately 
one-third of t h e  Nation a t  a t i m e .  The s a t e l l i t e  w i l l  permit b i d i r e c t i o n a l  
aud iov i sua l  connections between ground terminals .  

U 

-


The Lister H i l l  Center p l ans  t o  i n s t a l l  several s t a t i o n a r y  ground s t a t i o n s  

a t  h o s p i t a l s  and o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and t o  i n s t a l l  a t  least  one 

mobile s t a t i o n  i n  a motor van. From t h e s e  ground s t a t i o n s  i t  w i l l  be p o s s i b l e  

t o  i n t e rconnec t  w i t h  s u r f a c e  communications systems, t hus  expanding t h e  

pot  en tia1 audience . 

The p o s s i b l e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  h e a l t h  are mul t i t ude ,  and inc lude  p u b l i c  and 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  educat ion,  communication of r e sea rch  r e s u l t s ,  t e l econfe renc ing ,  

remote p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  e tc . ,  i n  any of t h e  h e a l t h  d i s c i p l i n e s .  

I n  a l l  cases, uses  of t h e  system w i l l  be  experimental .  Evaluat ion of effec­ 

t i v e n e s s , e f f i c i e n c y ,  and cos t - e f f ec t iveness  compared t o  a l t e r n a t i v e  systems 

w i l l  be  an important o b j e c t i v e .  


., 
The choice and development of program con ten t  w i l l  be t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
of t h e  Fede ra l  h e a l t h  agencies  and t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n t s  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r .  
Suggestions f o r  program con ten t  should be submitted t o  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  h e a l t h  
agency by J u l y  31, 1975. Planning f o r  u t i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  system is  now i n  
progress .  More d e t a i l e d  information may be obtained from M r .  Earl Henderson, 
Chief,  Communications Engineering Branch, Lister H i l l  Nat ional  Center f o r  
Biomedical Communications, Nat ional  L ib ra ry  of Medicine, Bethesda, Maryland 
20014. 

!The GUIDE i s  published a t  irregular intervals to prowide policy and 
acbninistrative information t o  individuals and ozyanizations who need 
to  be kept informed of mquirements and changes i n  grants and contracts 
act iv i t ies  adininistered by the National Inst i tutes  of Health. 

Supplements, printed on y e l l m  paper, are published by the respective
a w d n g  units concerning n m  projects, solicitations of sources, and 
=quests fo r  proposals. 
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The Na t iona l  L ib ra ry  of Xedicine i s  c u r r e n t l y  accept ing  Medical L ib ra ry  
Resource P r o j e c t  Grant a p p l i c a t i o n s  on t h e  PHS 398 (Research Grant) appl ica­
t i o n  forms. Applicants  wishing t o  r eques t  suppor t  f o r  t h i s  type  of g r a n t  
must r eques t  s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  and L ib ra ry  Data Sheet  (NIH 2269) from 
t h e i r  Regional Medical L ib ra ry  o r  t h e  Nat iona l  L ib ra ry  of Medicine. I f  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  forms are n o t  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  .they may 
be obtained from t h e  Regional Medical L ib ra ry  o r  from Grants  I n q u i r i e s ,  
Div is ion  of Research Grants ,  Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  of Heal th ,  Bethesda, Md. 
20014. Applicants  needing a s s i s t a n c e  may con tac t :  

Div is ion  of Biomedical Information Support  

Extramural Programs 

Nat iona l  L ib ra ry  of Medicine 

8600 Rockvi l le  P ike  

Bethesda, Md. 20014 


Telephone: (301) 496-4221 


