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A N N O U N C E M E N T  
engineer ing program o f  t h e  Nat iona l  I n s t i t u t e  

of General Medical Sciences has matured i n t o  one of n a t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  
h e a l t h .  Over t h e  n e x t  s e v e r a l  years  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  w i l l  undertake a grant-supported 
program of biomedical  engineer ing  research  c e n t e r s  t o  e x p l o i t  f u r t h e r  t h e  growing 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between engineer ing ,  biology and medicine. 

I t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t :  

(1) 	 t h e s e  c e n t e r s  w i l l  u s u a l l y  be m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  and mult idepartmenfal  
and t h a t  they w i l l  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  evolu t ion  of new l inkages  and 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  forms between engineer ing and medical schools .  

(2) 	 t h e i r  e f f o r t s  w i l l  be v a r i o u s l y  balanced between research ,  development 
and a p p l i c a t i o n .  

(3)  	 they w i l l  have c l u s t e r s  of o b j e c t i v e s  which can be def ined  and t o  which 
answers a r e  being sought.  

( 4 )  	 they may s e r v e  as r e g i o n a l  f o c i  f o r  special-purpose research  o r  
development . 

With t h e  passage of t i m e ,  i t  is intended t h a t  t h e s e  c e n t e r s  w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  t o :  

(1) 	 clearer d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  b a s i c  n a t u r e  of t h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
engineer ing  and biomedicine. 

(2) 	 s h a r p e r  d e l i n e a t i o n  of t h e  means by which t h e  n a t i o n a l  engineer ing  
c a p a b i l i t y  can more e f f e c t i v e l y  be  d i r e c t e d  toward fundamental  and 
appl ied  biomedical  problems. 

(3 )  	 cont inuing  assessment of t h e  areas of g r e a t e s t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  of engineer ing  concepts and p r a c t i c e  t o  biomedicine.  

( 4 )  	 t h e  design of more e f f e c t i v e  administrative frameworks f o r  biomedical  
engineer ing  a c t i v i t y .  

(5) 	 a more meaningful s ta tement  of  n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  and p r i o r i t i e s  i n  t h i s  
area. 

f i e  GUIDE is pubZished a t  irpegular in tervals  to provide policy and administrative 
information t o  individuals and organizations who need to be kept informed of 
requirements and changes i n  grants programs administered by  the National I n s t i t u t e s  
of Health 



Page Two 

Grant a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  support  of biomedical engineer ing c e n t e r s  through NIGMS 
should be submit ted t o  the  Div i s ion  of Research G r a n t s ,  N I H .  The nex t  dead l ine  
d a t e  f o r  r e c e i p t  of c e n t e r  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i s  June 1, 1974. Guidel ines  on 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i t  seeks i n  t h e  c e n t e r s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  from t h e  NIGMS and should 
be reviewed be fo re  an a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  attempted. Also, s i n c e  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of 
a c e n t e r  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n  is  a r e l a t i v e l y  complex undertaking,  would-be 
ap.pl icants  are s t r o n g l y  advised t o  d i s c u s s  i t s  p r e p a r a t i o n  w i t h  NIGMS s t a f f  
during e a r l y  planning s t a g e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  could b e  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  
advantage t o  submit a d r a f t  p roposa l  f o r  i n fo rma l  I n s t i t u t e  eva lua t ion  and 
p o s s i b l e  mod i f i ca t ion  w e l l  i n  advance of t h e  dead l ine  f o r  formal submission. 
I n q u i r i e s  are welcomed and may be d i r e c t e d  to :  

D r .  Bernard Shac te r  
Chief,  Research & Development Sec t ion  
Biomedical Engineering Program 
Na t iona l  I n s t i t u t e  of General Medical Sciences 
Natiorial  I n s t i t u t e s  of Heal th  
Bethesda, Maryland 20014 

(Telephone: 301 496-7168) 
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The Na t iona l  I n s t i t u t e  of Neurological  Diseases and S t r o k e  (NINDS), a d i v i s i o n  
of N I H ,  provides  f i n a n c i a l  support  f o r  t h e  development of new biomedical  i n f o r ­
mation and t h e  f u r t h e r  e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  biomedical  i n fo rma t ion  about  
d i s o r d e r s  of t h e  n e u r o l o g i c a l ,  t h e  neuromuscular and huiian communication systems; 
t h i s  i n c l u d e s  fundamental  r e sea rch  p e r t i n e n t  t o  understanding t h e  s t r u c t u r e  and 
f u n c t i o n  of t h e s e  systems and c l i n i c a l  r e s e a r c h  focused on improved d i a g n o s i s ,  
therapy and p reven t ion .  

I 

I t  may no t  b e  g e n e r a l l y  known t h a t  grant-supported c h i r o p r a c t i c  r e s e a r c h  and 
r e sea rch  r e l e v a n t  t o  c h i r o p r a c t i c  concepts  f a l l  w i t h i n  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of 
t h e  NINDS. This i n c l u d e s  r e sea rch  on areas such as s p i n a l  biomechanics , t h e  
anatomy, physiology and pathophysiology of t h e  s u b l u x a t i o n  l e s i o n ,  and c o n t r o l l e d  
c l i n i c a l  t r ials of c h i r o p r a c t i c  d i agnos i s  and therapy. 

N1 r e s e a r c h  g r a n t  p roposa l s  submit ted t o  t h e  NINDS are reviewed on a compe t i t i ve  
.crU b a s i s  by s c i e n t i f i c  meri t  review committees of t h e  N I H  and then by t h e  Na t iona l  

*!&I< 

Advisory Neurological  Diseases and S t roke  Council .  App l i ca t ions  � o r  NINDS 
r e s e a r c h  g r a n t  suppor t  can be funded on ly  if recommended f o r  approva l  by 
N a t i o n a l  Advisory Council. 

F u r t h e r  i n fo rma t ion  and a p p l i c a t i o n  forms can b e  ob ta ined  from: 

Extramural Programs 
Westwood Building 
Na t iona l  I n s t i t u t e  of 

Neurological  Diseases 
and S t roke  

Nar iona l  I n s t i t u t e s  of Heal th  
Bethesda, Maryland 20016 

t h e  
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