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A N N O U N C E M E N T  
PHASEOUTOF NIH BSEARCH I?R6GRpMsTRAINING 

1 .  	 Pursuant t o  the decision t o  terminate research training programs of the NIH 
Insti tutes and Research Divisions, as reflected i n  the FY 1974 budget, the NIH will 
honor exi sting comni tments , wi thi n certai n 1imitations , t o  individual s i n t ra i  ni ng 
status supported through these programs. The off ic ia l  amended FY 1973 and FY 1974 
budgets s t ipulate  that  all  research t r a i n i n g  programs are affected by this  policy.
This, therefore, includes regular training grants, fellowships, traineeships,
Research Career Development Awards, and a1 1 speci a1 academic awards. 

2.  Generally, research training support may be provided to  trainees or fellows t o  
whom a firm commitment was made prior t o  January 29,  1973. Under the phaseout plan

b r d  	 no new training program will be started unless a firm commitment was made prior t o  
January 29,  1973. NIH awarding units will provide detailed information and guidance
for  handling individual and special cases. Applications f o r  training grants and 
fellowships for which in i t ia l  review has n o t  been completed will be administratively
withdrawn and the applicant and sponsor appropriately notified of the action taken 
and the reasons for  i t .  

3. New Research Career Development Award applications for  which firm l e t t e r s  of 
intent were sent by NIH t o  the sponsoring inst i tut ion before January 29,  1973, 
may be supported for  the fu l l  project period. Noncompeting continuation awards 
may be paid. Applications for  Research Career Development Awards for which i n i t i a l  
review has no t  been completed will be administratively withdrawn and the applicant
and sponsor appropriately notified of the action taken and the reasons for i t .  
Commitments for  support of Research Career Awards will be continued as a t  present. 

4. 	 During the period of phaseout, budgets of individual training grants will be 
adjusted downward by NIH Inst i tute  s taff  as the number o f  trainees decreases. 
This will be accomplished i n  consultation w i t h  grantees on a case-by-case basis. 

The GUIDE i s  published a t  irregular intervals t o  provide policy, program, and 
adninistrative information to individuals and organizations who need t o  be kept
informed of requirements and changes i n  grants and contracts programs acbninistered 
by the National Inst i tutes  of Health. 
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SIGNATURE
RFQUIREMENTS FOR 
GRANT APPLICATIONS (NIH 4301-1) ' PROCEDURE NOTICE 
1. E f f e c t i v e  immediately, t he  requirement f o r  s ignature o f  the p r i n c i p a l  
i n v e s t i g a t o r  o r  program d i r e c t o r  on the  f i r s t  page o f  an a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  g r a n t  
support  i s  abolished. The box request ing such s ignature should be l e f t  b lank 
when an a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  prepared. 

2.  The requirement f o r  the s ignature of an i n d i v i d u a l  author ized t o  s i g n  f o r  
the a p p l i c a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n  remains i n  e f f e c t .  

3. To d i s t i n g u i s h  between t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t he  a p p l i c a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n  
and the p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r  o r  program d i r e c t o r ,  the l a t t e r  w i l l  s i g n  
f o l l o w i n g  the  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the proposed p r o j e c t  o r  the summary progress 
r e p o r t  as assurance t o  the i n s t i t u t i o n  and the  awarding agency t h a t  he o r  she 
w i l l  acceDt r e s o o n s i b i l i t v  f o r  t he  s c i e n t i f i c  and techn ica l  conduct of t h e  
p r o j e c t  i f  a g ran t  i s  awarded t o  the a p p l i c a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n  

4. The f o l l o w i n g  statement should be i n s e r t e d  immediately a f t e r  t he  d e s c r i p t i o n  
o f  t he  proposed p l a n  on new and renewal g ran t  app l i ca t i ons  and a t  t he  end o f  t he  
sumnary progress r e p o r t  f o r  non-competing con t inua t ion  app icat ions : 

1 The undersigned agrees t o  accept responsi b i  1ity  
f o r  the s c i e n t i f i c  and techn ica l  conduct o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  
and f o r  p r o v i s i o n  o f  requ i red  progress repo r t s  ifa 

I g r a n t  i s  awarded as the r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  app l i ca t i on .
! 
I 

: 

Date 	 P r i n c i p a l  I n v e s t i g a t o r  o r  
Program D i r e c t o r  

5. App l i ca t i ons  n o t  bear ing both requ i red  s ignatures are incomplete and w i l l  be 
re turned f o r  s igna tu re  before processing. 
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PROCEDURE NOTICE 
1. The recent change i n  policy which withdrew authorization for  grantees to  
purchase from General Services Admini stration (GSA) sources does not affect  the 
r i g h t  of cost type contractors t o  do so. 

2. 	 Pursuant to the authority contained i n  Subpart 1-5.9 of the Federal Procurement 
Regulations, the Office of Contracts and Grants will on behalf of NIH Contracting
Officers, when i t  appears i n  the best interest  o f  the government t o  do s o s  issue 
blanket authorizations to i t s  cost type contractors t o  u t i l i ze  GSA supply sources. 

3. 	 If authorization i s  also desired t o  order from GSA stores stock, a bil l ing code 
identifying the contractor, must be included w i t h  the request. Such codes may be 
obtained from the Federal Supply Service of the appropriate GSA regional office. 

4. Issuance of an authorization to use GSA sources does not  obligate the contrattor 
to  make purchases through such sources. 

' 	 5. Requests for authorization t o  use Federal Supply Schedule contracts should l i s t  
the current contracts for which authorization is sought and should be addressed to: 

Director 

Office of Contracts and Grants 

Attention: Research Contracts Branch 

National Insti tutes of Heal t h 
.'- Bethesda, Maryland 20014 



- . .  
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A N N O U N C E M E N T  

The D i r e c t o r ,  O f f i c e  o f  Contracts and Grants, (OCG), i s  seeking ways and means o f  
making con t rac ts  more f l e x i b l e  instruments thereby easing problems o f  admin i s t ra t i on  
on the  p a r t  o f  con t rac to rs  and the  Government. Recently OCG issued t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
general guidance t o  N I H  con t rac t i ng  o f f i c e r s  t o :  (a) remove the delays i n  a c q u i r i n g
specia l  equipment necessary f o r  c o n t r a c t  performance, and (b)  e l i m i n a t e  unnecessary 
paperwork and admin i s t ra t i ve  approvals r e l a t i v e  t o  f u r t h e r  j u s t i f y i n g  t h e  equipment 
source and the  est imated p r i c e  thereof .  

To accomplish the above, N I H  Contract ing O f f i c e r s  were g iven g u i d e l i n e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t o  : 

1. 	 U t i l i z e  advance understandings w i t h  contractors  and inco rpo ra te  such 
understandings i n  the c o n t r a c t  where a c o n t r a c t o r ' s  proposal has 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  shown t h a t  a need e x i s t s  f o r  spec ia l  equipment. 

2. 	 Where the con t rac to r  has an approved purchasing system, the  con t rac to r  
does n o t  have t o  prov ide any i n fo rma t ion  beyond a general d e s c r i p t i o n  
o f  i t s  need f o r  spec ia l  equipment. 

When a con t rac to r  i s  ope ra t i ng  under an approved purchasing system and 
the need f o r  equipment purchases i s  es tab l i shed  a t  t ime o f  nego t ia t i ons ,  
t h e  advance understanding should n o t  be worded i n  a way t h a t  w i l l  l i m i t  
t he  c o n t r a c t o r ' s  reasonable d i s c r e t i o n  and f l e x i b i l i t y .  For example, i f  
the  advance understanding r e c i t e s  the need f o r  an "ABC Model 21 Microscope,
Inve r ted  a t  a cos t  n o t  t o  exceed $1,750," t he  contractor ,  c o n t r a c t u a l l y ,  
would be ob l i ged  t o  seek new concurrence and approval by the  Government 
ifhe l a t e r  decided t o  purchase a microscope o f  some o the r  manufacture, 
o r  i f  the  u l t i m a t e  p r i c e  o f  t he  ABC microscope turned o u t  t o  be $1,850. 
A b e t t e r  r e c i t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  understanding would be "An ABC e i n v e r t e d  
microscope a t  an approximate c o s t  o f  $1,750." 

3. 	 OCG has made an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  determinat ion t h a t  a l l  educat ional  and 
n o n p r o f i t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  on which favorable DHEW a u d i t  r e p o r t s  have been 
issued w i l l  be t r e a t e d  as having "approved purchasing systems." 

4. 	 Under the "Subcontract ing" p r o v i s i o n  f o r  use i n  cos t  reimbursement type 
contracts ,  t he  con t rac t i ng  o f f i c e r  i s  ob l i ged  t o  review and approve the
need f o r  general use equipment w i t h  an a c q u i s i t i o n  cos t  o f  $200 o r  more, 
and permanent research equipment cos t i ng  $1,000 o r  more. I n  add i t i on ,  t he  
c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f i c e r  i s  requ i red  t o  review the reasonableness o f  such pur­
chases p r i o r  t o  the con t rac to r  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  such arrangements. 

5. 	 An advance understanding o f  equipment needs r e f l e c t e d  i n  the schedule o f  
t he  contract ,  coupled w i t h  an approved purchasing system, obviates any 
f u r t h e r  need f o r  approvals by the con t rac t i ng  o f f i c e r  under the  terms o f  
the "Subcontracting" a r t i c l e ,  

c 
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Although a proposal may i d e n t i f y  spec ia l  equipment and i s  accepted by 
the government i n  nego t ia t i ons  w i thou t  changes, i t  does n o t  e l i m i n a t e  
t h e  need f o r  i nco rpo ra t i ng  t h e  specia l  equipment approvals i n  the 
contract .  

6. 	 Contractors are the re fo re  urged t o  take advantage o f  t h i s  procedure by
f u r n i s h i n g  i n  t h e i r  proposals j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t he  need f o r  equipment 
(see paragraph 4 above) and by request ing approval f o r  purchase, i f  such 
purchases are t o  be inc luded i n  the schedules o f  t h e i r  cont racts .  
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Regulations of the  J o i n t  Committee on P r i n t i n g ,  Congress of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  
requi re  annual r e v i s i o n s  i n  Federal  mailing l is ts .  To he lp  us  f u l f i l l  t h i s  require­
ment, p lease  r e t u r n  by Apr i l  1, 1973, the  form p r i n t e d  below i f  you wish t o  continue 
receiving t h e  NIH/DRG Newsletter and t h e  N I H  Guide f o r  Grants and Contracts. 

T i t l e  of t h e  r e c i p i e n t  i s  p r e f e r r e d  t o  a name; however, where i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
mai l ing p a t t e r n s  are geared t o  use of i n d i v i d u a l  names, t h e  name may a l s o  be used. 
Use BLOCK CAPITALS t o  complete t h e  form. 

S ingle  copies of t h e  Newsletter and the  Guide w i l l  be  s e n t  t o  each addressee.  
If a d d i t i o n a l  copies are required at  your i n s t i t u t i o n ,  p lease  d u p l i c a t e  t h e  form 
and r e t u r n  only one copy f o r  each ind iv idua l  and addressee.  

The mail ing l i s t  f o r  
both of t h e  above 
publ ica t ions  w i l l  b e  
consol idated i n  1973. 

I f  you wish t o  rece ive  
e i t h e r  publ ica t ion ,  
complete t h i s  f onn 

'I_ 	 ( fo ld  and s t a p l e  as 
ind ica ted)  and r e t u r n  
by using t h e  s e l f -
mai le r  below. 
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