
Application submitted to 
Grants.gov and made available 

for further processing by the 
grantor agency.

Application is late 
and subject to late 

policy.

On/Before 5:00 
pm local time on 

receipt date?

Yes

Errors found by 
agency 

validations?

Yes

Application package must be 
corrected and marked as 
changed/corrected. Cover 

letter needed if after deadline. 

Yes

  Within 5 bus. day 
correction window or 
addressing confirmed 

system issue?*

No

No

Yes

Error-free application; 
assembled application 
image generated and 

available in eRA 
Commons.

No

Principal Investigator 
(PI) and Signing Official 
(SO) have 2 full days to 
view application image.

SO and PI like 
what they see?

After 2 days (Mon.-Fri., 
excluding Fed. 

holidays) the application 
automatically moves 

forward to Receipt and 
Referral.

Submission 
process complete.

Yes

Has the eRA 
Commons help desk 

confirmed your issues 
are system related 
and beyond your 

control? 

No

No

Applicants are not 
penalized for system 
issues. Help desk will 
work with applicant to 

ensure successful 
submission

Yes

If submitting again to 
correct errors, was the 
initial submission on 

time?

No

Yes

Additional 
submission 

needed?
No

Signing Official 
can reject 

application within 2 
day viewing 

window.

*Five business day correction window is 
temporary and should only be used to address 
identified errors/warnings. 
System issues refer to Grants.gov and eRA 
Commons system problems that prevent 
submission despite following all applicable 
instructions.

eRA Commons Electronic Application Processing Flow
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