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QUEENS IS ONE OF THE FIVE BOROUGHS OF NYC



QUEENS, NY 
Demographics

• Total population in 2000 was 2,229,379; a 
14.2% increase from 1990

• 24.3% of Queens residents receive some form 
of public assistance.

• Land use is predominantly (35.8%) one or 
two family residential buildings.

• Queens covers 71,779.6 acres and 112.2 
square miles

• 14.6% of Queens residents live below poverty 
level



QUEENS, NY 
Diversity

• Queens is the most ethnically diverse county 
in the U.S.

• 46% of Queens residents (1,028,339 people) 
were born outside of U.S.

• Foreign born residents come from over 100 
nations

• In 2001, 19,377 (71%) of babies born in 
Queens were born to foreign-born mothers.



Ethnic Diversity & Economic Indicators by Neighborhood 
Queens, 2000

REGION NEIGHBORHOODS POPULATION % 
FOREIGN 

BORN

% ADULTS 
W/O HIGH 

SCHOOL

TOP 3 COUNTRIES OF 
ORIGIN

% IN 
POVERTY

Northwest 
Queens

Astoria, Long Island 
City, and Sunnyside

220960 51.1 28.9 Greece, Bangladesh, Ecuador 19.9

West 
Queens

Corona, Elmhurst, 
Jackson Heights, 

Maspeth, and Woodside

477516 59.2 33.2 Ecuador, Colombia, Dominican 
Republic

17.8

North 
Queens

Auburndale, Bay 
Terrace, Clearview, 

College Point, Flushing, 
and Whitestone

255542 49.6 22.6 Dominican Republic 12.8

West Central 
Queens

Forest Hills, Glendale, 
Middle Village, Rego 
Park, and Ridgewood

240901 44 21.4 China, India, Russia 13.3

Central 
Queens

Fresh Meadows, 
Hillcrest, and Kew 

Gardens Hills

93148 39.2 16.1 China, Russia, Poland 10

Northeast 
Queens

Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck,and Oakland 

Gardens

88164 34.8 13.6 China, India, Russia 6.7

Southwest 
Queens

Howard Beach, Kew 
Gardens, Ozone Park, 

Richmond Hill, and 
Woodhaven

269952 44.3 29.4 Korea, China, Taiwan, 13.1

Jamaica Jamaica 285568 38.1 26.5 Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Dominican Republic

15.8

Southeast 
Queens

Cambria Heights, Glen 
Oaks, Laurelton, Queens 

Village, and Rosedale

203670 38.6 18.9 Jamaica, Guyana, Haiti 7

Rockaways Far, East and Central 
Rockaway

106738 24.4 28 Jamaica, Haiti, Guyana 22.4



CLINICAL CENTERS IN QUEENS



QUEENS VANGUARD CENTER
A consortium of five academic institutions:
• Mount Sinai School of Medicine;
• Columbia University College of Physicians and 

Surgeons;
• Columbia University Mailman School of Public 

Health;
• New York City Department of Health and Mental 

Hygiene (DOHMH);
• University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey 

(UMDNJ)
Each partner institution brings a unique strength



CENTER ORGANIZATION
Steering Committee

Committee Membership: Two members each from Mount Sinai, Columbia, DOHMH and UMDNJ

Community 
Engagement
L Trasande
B Brenner

Recruitment and 
Retention
A Golden
C Gwynn
P Factor-Litvak

Staff Training
A Golden

Community 
Characterization
L Thorpe
C Gwynn
V Rauh
C Hoven

Laboratory 
Specimen 
Management
D Tang
F Perera

Data Coordination
Information 
Technology
H Andrews
P Contino
H Georgeopolous
S Giannotti

Vital Statistics
L Thorpe 
C Gwynn

Quality Control
P Factor-Litvak
F Perera
M Bresnahan
L Davidson

Human Subjects 
Protections
E Wilets

Pediatric Follow-up
L Trasande 
P Landrigan
D Laraque
A Golden

Prenatal Care and 
Obstetric Follow-up
M D’Alton
H Lipkind, W Fifer

COMMUNITY FIELD WORK

Microenvironmental 
Samples
P Lioy
Weisel

LAB/ENVIROMENTAL SAMPLES DATA



QUEENS VANGUARD CENTER
The Queens Vanguard Center draws on 

rich resources:
• Deep expertise in children’s environmental health

• Three of the nation’s 11 Children’s Environmental 
Health and Disease Prevention Research Centers

• The NYC HANES project

• Extensive experience with ongoing birth cohort 
studies in the US, South Africa and Europe

• Collaborations that were forged after 9/11



QUEENS VANGUARD CENTER

Center for Children’s Health 
and the Environment

The 
National 
Children’s 
Study
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