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 overview

The Center of Excellence in Immunology Steering Committee (CEI SC) convened its monthly meeting on January 23, 2006, at 3:00 p.m. Dr. Bob Wiltrout provided a brief general update on recent events at the CCR; Dr. Anatoli Malyguine gave a well-received presentation on the services available from the Laboratory of Cell-Mediated Immunity; and Dr. Al Singer described the progress on the preparation of the 2006 CEI-sponsored conference on basic immunology. Finally, Dr. Tom Waldmann and Dr. Wiltrout proposed that the CEI sponsor a mini-symposium on IL-15.

general update

Dr. Wiltrout explained that the NCI is undergoing a challenging budget allocation process that will affect both intra- and extramural investigators. He added that, although the NCI leadership is fully supportive of the NCI IRP, significant budget cuts are expected for the CCR. Dr. Wiltrout recommended that CEI SC members be cautious with their expenses while maintaining their high research standards. Dr. Wiltrout also stressed the importance of highlighting for the different NCI Advisory Boards (NCAB, BSC, BSA) the contributions of the IRP to ensure that the IRP does not undergo disproportionate funding cuts. The NCI Executive Committee will discuss the budget during a “budget retreat” in February.

Presentation: Services Available From the Laboratory of Cell-Mediated Immunity, by Dr. Anatoli M. Malyguine, M.D., Ph.D., Head, LCMI
Dr. Jay Berzofsky explained that the Vaccine Working Group Oversight Committee (VWG OC), CCR, NCI, had decided in October 2000 to establish the Laboratory of Cell-Mediated Immunity (LCMI) to develop and validate new, standardized immunological assays for preclinical and clinical studies. Dr. Malyguine explained that LCMI is part of the Applied and Developmental Research Support Program within the Clinical Services Program (CSP) at SAIC–Frederick, Inc., headed by Drs. Michael W. Baseler and William C. Kopp. The primary mission of the LCMI is to provide state-of-the-art, clinically validated immunological assays that are broadly applicable to NIH investigators. In addition, the LCMI develops new immunological assays that can more precisely and accurately analyze different aspects of cell-mediated immunity in the clinical setting. LCMI offers peptide IFN-γ and granzyme B (GrB) ELISPOT assays for murine studies, as well as seven different immunological assays validated for clinical use: peptide IFN-γ ELISPOT assay, whole-protein ELISPOT assay, autologous tumor ELISPOT assay, GrB ELISPOT assay, cytokine induction assay, proliferation assay, and cytotoxic T-lymphocyte (CTL) induction and 51Cr release assay. All assays have been approved by the VWG OC, are available to NIH researchers, and can be optimized for individual research needs. The combination of these assays allows comprehensive immunological monitoring of cancer vaccine trials that may shed light on patient responses to cancer vaccine immunization that may be related to clinical outcome. (For details on these techniques, references, and actual data obtained with these assays, see Dr. Malyguine’s presentation at http://home.ccr.cancer.gov/coe/immunology/presentations.asp or the LCMI Web page at http://www.ncifcrf.gov/research/csp/labs.asp?labid=3#.)

Dr. Malyguine mentioned that the LCMI continues to actively evaluate and adapt different reagents and spot visualization systems to enhance the sensitivity and reliability of ELISPOT assays. Also, assay systems are routinely quality controlled. To optimize operation efficiency and cost-effectiveness while guaranteeing customer satisfaction, LCMI staff closely interact with current and potential customers and the VWG OC. Dr. Malyguine encouraged researchers interested in LCMI services to contact him or Dr. Susan Strobl. He explained that formal requests for immunological assays should be submitted through the NCI Yellow Task Web site at http://web.ncifcrf.gov/campus/yellowtask/. Detailed price estimates for LCMI services can also be found via the LCMI Web page.

Progress update on the 2006 basic Immunology meeting

Dr. Al Singer confirmed that the 2006 Basic Immunology conference will be held on September 28 and 29 in the Masur auditorium. The Conference Steering Committee has prepared a list of potential speakers and will shortly send their invitations. Dr. Diana Linnekin will coordinate conference logistics with SAIC–Frederick Conference Planning Services and the CCR Office of Communications.

discussion on possible mini-symposium on il-15
Dr. Wiltrout explained that, given the current interest of cancer and HIV researchers in IL-15 and the number of NIH investigators working on this cytokine, it might be timely to hold a mini-symposium on IL-15 to share information and, possibly, establish collaborations. The symposium could be sponsored by the CEI or cosponsored with other NIH groups, such as the NIH Cytokine Interest Group. CEI SC members expressed enthusiasm about the possibility of a symposium on IL-15. Dr. Tom Waldmann added that, among other developments, IL-15 has recently been approved for GMP production at BDP. He listed a number of investigators who have made key contributions to the field of IL-15 research and suggested that some of them be invited to give presentations at the symposium. Details on the organization of the mini-symposium will be discussed at upcoming meetings.

The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m.

Next Meeting: February 27, 2006

Location: Not yet confirmed

Videoconference to Frederick: Not yet confirmed
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