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Children’s Health, The
Nation’s Wealth: Assessing
and Improving Child Health
National Research Council and
Institute of Medicine
Washington, DC:National Academies Press,
2004. 210 pp. ISBN: 0-309-09249-3, 
$44.95 cloth.

Children’s Health, The Nation’s Wealth:
Assessing and Improving Child Health
examines the information needed to help
policymakers and program service
providers improve and monitor children’s
health. This report from the Committee
on Evaluation of Children’s Health
(National Research Council and Institute
of Medicine) focuses on population
health issues related to children and pro-

vides a framework for measurement of children’s health. It does not
recommend specific measures to monitor children’s health. The report
summarizes what is known about the health of children and why chil-
dren’s health is important. The term “children” is used to refer to the
ages between birth and 18 years of age. Children’s health is defined as
“the extent to which individual children or groups of children are able or
enabled to (a) develop and realize their potential, (b) satisfy their needs,
and (c) develop the capacities that allow them to interact successfully
with their biological, physical, and social environments.” The committee
highlights a new conceptual model of children’s health and its influ-
ences, which are multiple, interactive, and changing over the course of
childhood. This model depicts the relative importance and interaction of
social environment, biology, physical environment, and behavior for
children’s health over the course of development, as well as the service
and policy contexts in which children live.

Critical differences between children and adults are emphasized, as
are the special developmental issues of different age groups of children.
The authors note improvements in U.S. children’s health over the past

century, as measured by reduced infant mortality, reduced morbidity
and mortality from infectious diseases and accidental causes, increased
access to health care, and reduced environmental contaminants, such as
lead. Despite progress in these areas, national indicators suggest that
significant disparities in children’s health still exist. A thorough sum-
mary of how national health surveys address children’s health is pro-
vided; however, these data do not provide enough detail at the state and
local levels for examining the origins of these differences. Major ques-
tions remain about how to assess the status of children’s health, what
factors should be monitored, and the appropriate measurement tools
that should be used. Insufficient data exist at the federal, state, and local
levels to design and evaluate public health prevention and intervention
programs and to monitor their effectiveness. Existing data systems are
underused for these purposes and present several challenges for use in
examining trends in children’s health indicators.

The title of the report is somewhat misleading because there is
little emphasis on the connection between children’s health and the
national economy (“wealth”) either in terms of burden of disease or cost-
effectiveness analyses of programs. However, socioeconomic disparities
in health are discussed throughout in the context of missing or insuffi-
cient data. This new report describes the information needed to improve
decision making and devotes significant attention to the need for coordi-
nation and cooperation among agencies regarding data integration, stan-
dardization, and data sharing agreements. The new children’s health
model recommends that policymakers should adopt a broader view of
children’s health and implement innovative methodologies to assess
both current conditions and emerging threats to children’s health.

Clearly, the title asserts that children are vital assets to our society.
Overall, the report is an important contribution to a strategic plan for
ensuring the health of future generations.

ADRIENNE S. ETTINGER

Adrienne S. Ettinger is currently assistant professor of health policy and manage-
ment and epidemiology at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.
Her research involves pediatric and perinatal epidemiology, specifically applied to
children’s environmental health issues, and the translation and application of
epidemiologic evidence to public health policy.
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America’s Environmental Report Card:
Are We Making the Grade?
Harvey Blatt
Cambridge, MA:MIT Press, 2004. 272 pp. 
ISBN 0-262-02572-8, $27.95

Climate Change—Environment and
Civilization in the Middle East
Arie S. Issar, Mattanyah Zohar
London:Springer-Verlag, 2004. 252 pp. 
ISBN: 3-540-21086-5, $137.99

Defying Ocean’s End: An Agenda 
for Action
Linda K. Glover, Sylvia A. Earle, eds.
Washington, DC:Island Press, 2004. 250 pp. 
ISBN: 1-55963-753-6, $55

Democracy’s Dilemma: Environment,
Social Equity, and the Global Economy
Robert C. Paehlke
Cambridge, MA:MIT Press, 2004. 316 pp. 
ISBN 0-262-66188-8, $16.95

Diamond: A Struggle for Environmental
Justice in Louisiana’s Chemical Corridor
Steve Lerner
Cambridge, MA:MIT Press, 2004. 344 pp. 
ISBN 0-262-12273-1, $27.95

Elements and their Compounds in the
Environment: Occurrence, Analysis and
Biological Relevance. 3 Volumes
Ernest Merian, Manfred Anke, Milan Ihnat,
Markus Stoeppler, eds.
Hoboken, NJ:John Wiley & Sons, 2004. 1,600 pp. 
ISBN: 3-527-30459-2, $680

Encyclopedic Reference of
Immunotoxicology
Hans-Werner Vohr, ed.
London:Springer-Verlag, 2004. 1,000 pp. 
ISBN: 3-540-44172-7, $329.72

Environmental Governance
Reconsidered: Challenges, Choices, 
and Opportunities
Robert F. Durant, Daniel J. Fiorino, 
Rosemary O’Leary, eds.
Cambridge, MA:MIT Press, 2004. 536 pp. 
ISBN: 0-262-54174-2, $35

Environmental Impact Assessment of
Recycled Wastes on Surface and Ground
Waters: Chemodynamics, Toxicology,
and Modeling Series
Tarek A Kassim, Kenneth J. Williamson, eds.
London, England:Springer-Verlag, 2004. 450 pp. 
ISBN: 3-540-00268-5, $268.82

Hope’s Horizon: Three Visions for
Healing the American Land
Chip Ward
Washington, DC:Island Press, 2004. 400 pp. 
ISBN: 1-55963-977-6, $27

Implementing Climate and Global
Change Research: A Review of the Final
U.S. Climate Change Science Program
Strategic Plan
Committee to Review the U.S. Climate Change
Science Program Strategic Plan, National
Research Council
Washington, DC:National Academies Press, 2004. 
108 pp. ISBN: 0-309-08865-8, $30

Occupational Toxicology, 2nd Edition
Neill H. Stacey, Chris Winder
Boca Raton, FL:CRC Press, 2004. 624 pp. 
ISBN: 0748409181, $89.95

Pesticide Toxicology and International
Regulation
Timothy C. Marrs, Bryan Ballantyne, eds.
Hoboken, NJ:John Wiley & Sons, 2004. 592 pp. 
ISBN: 0-471-49644-8, $140

Pharmaceuticals in the Environment:
Sources, Fate, Effects and Risks, 2nd ed.
Klaus Kümmerer, ed.
London:Springer-Verlag, 2004. 528 pp. 
ISBN: 3-540-21342-2, $110.20

Protein Synthesis and Ribosome
Structure: Translating the Genome
Knud H. Nierhaus, Daniel N. Wilson, eds.
Hoboken, NJ:John Wiley & Sons, 2004. 592 pp. 
ISBN: 3-527-30638-2, $180

Tutorials in Biostatistics, 
Volume 1—Statistical Methods in
Clinical Studies
Ralph B. D’Agostino
Hoboken, NJ:John Wiley & Sons, 2004. 350 pp. 
ISBN 0-470-02365-1, $150

Tutorials in Biostatistics, 
Volume 2—Statistical Modeling of
Complex Medical Data
Ralph B. D’Agostino
Hoboken, NJ:John Wiley & Sons, 2004. 430 pp. 
ISBN 0-470-02370-8, $150

Water Follies: Groundwater Pumping
and the Fate of America’s Fresh Waters
Robert Jerome Glennon
Washington, DC:Island Press, 2004. 304 pp. 
ISBN: 1-55963-400-6, $20
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