Tibetan

Tibetan

Internal capitalization of base consonants is not to be followed. When Tibetan is written in another
script (e.g., ’Phags-pa) the corresponding letters in that script are romanized according to this table.

Vowels and Diphthongs (see Notes 1 and 2)

w o, [< 1]
Y a] (s I]
Lk i [4 1l
[ 0 e
LY u = ai]
&3 1] & o
(& au]
Consonants (see Notes 2 and 3)
Gutturals Palatals Cerebrals Dentals
K ka 3 ca [ ta] 5 ta
R kha & cha [e° tha] v tha
b ga L ja [~ da] 5 da
X ghal (s jha] (3 dha] ) dha]
B na 3 fia [ na) 5 na
Labials Affricates Semivowels Sibilants
s pa <t tsa 9 wa ar Za
a: pha & tsha q° ’a (see Note 4) ar za
ar ba £ dza LR ya (see Note 5) L $a
(3 bha] [E" dzha] 5 ra LN sa
LR ma Q- la [ sa]
Aspirate
5 ha
Anusvara Anunasika Visarga
° m [ m] 3 h
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Tibetan

Notes

1. Only the vowel forms that appear at the beginning of a syllable are listed. A syllable is

defined as a graph or group of graphs followed by a tsheg (1). The forms used for vowels
following a consonant can be found in grammars.

2. Letters enclosed within brackets in the table are used in Sanskrit words.

3. The vowel a is implicit after all consonants in independent form and is supplied in
romanization, unless another vowel is indicated by its appropriate sign. Tsheg (0), the
syllabic boundary marker, is represented by a hyphen in proper names and by a space in other
words.

4. The ‘a chun is represented by an apostrophe ( ’ ) in pre-initial and final position unless
marked with a vowel marker, in which case it is represented by the apostrophe plus the
appropriate vowel. When ’a chun is written below any letter representing vocalic length, it
is romanized according to the vowel table.

S.  When =" is preceded by &', it is romanized g’y to distinguish it from J'which is romanized
ga.

SPECIAL CHARACTERS AND CHARACTER MODIFIERS IN ROMANIZATION

Special Characters Name USMARC hexadecimal code
> apostrophe 27
4 soft sign (prime) A7
Character Modifiers Name USMARC hexadecimal code
] acute E2
] tilde E4
a] macron ES
u] dot above E7
f candrabindu EF
a] dot below F2
n] circle below F4
u] underscore F6
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