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heartbeat. I am tired of hearing that car 
manufacturers have until 2015 to come up 
with vehicles which will be improved to give 
around 35 miles per gallon. That is the way 
the government tries to ‘‘ease’’ the citizens’ 
concerns of skyrocketing fuel prices and 
allay fears of global warming. Right now, as 
I type this, there is a solution to the prob-
lem, an almost immediate solution, and I 
know there is not only one of them out 
there. One gentleman in Idaho has invented 
a carburetor which can be used on any type 
of vehicle and will increase fuel efficiency to 
around 70 miles to the gallon. So why, I ask 
with tears in my eyes, does the government 
not take a stand and mass produce the car-
buretors? Is not that a novel idea. . . . . 
imagine what effect that would have on the 
demand for fuel and therefore the quantity 
of fuel we would need to purchase from price 
gougers? The USA can put people on the 
moon but coming up with fuel efficient 
transportation is just way beyond their 
scope of capabilities. Why not take a stand 
and insist on an immediate improvement in 
fuel efficiency standards? That would at 
least be a start. Maybe it wouldn’t solve our 
demand for fuel but it might cut the demand 
in half. What about this story below—that 
explains how the government manipulates 
the public—it is a joke: 

Ron Brandt: 90 MPG Carburetor—Ron 
Brandt is the inventor of the perm-mag 
motor. He is of retirement age. When he was 
a young man, he invented a 90-mpg carbu-
retor. He was paid a visit by a man from 
Standard Oil, another man, and two men 
wearing U.S. Marshal uniforms. They told 
him that if he ever made another carburetor, 
they would kill him, his wife, and two young 
children. He was quickly persuaded that his 
life wasn’t worth a ‘‘damn’’ carburetor. He 
happened to think to memorize the badge 
numbers of the two U.S. Marshals, and so 
had an attorney in Washington, DC check 
with the U.S. Marshal’s office. They had no 
record of the two badge numbers. 

RENE. 

I normally go to Colorado to get my grand-
children for the summer; however, this year 
I have had to put it off for a while. Because 
my parents are both in their late 80s and my 
mother had cancer last year, I go to Florida 
every year around Thanksgiving. Having to 
save more for airline tickets means I do not 
have money for the local trips I normally 
take during the summer. I have even had to 
curtail my fishing. I have had to stop or go 
less often to my various camping spots. We 
generally have a family get together, but we 
are not this year because of the expense 
some would experience in traveling here. In 
short, we are traveling less, going less dis-
tance when we do travel and spending less at 
hotels and restaurants, but we are seeing 
less of our extended family. 

SHEILA. 

I am not surprised by the ‘‘high’’ prices for 
fuel. Most of Europe has paid these prices for 
years; when I was in Germany in the mid-80s 
the price was about $4/gallon. We have kept 
the fuel prices artificially low here in the 
U.S. for various reasons. This has led to 
waste (Hummers, Escalades, etc.) and dis-
incentive for change/improvements in our 
fuel/transportation situation. I am happy to 
see the prices climb, as this will force con-
servation, alternative energy types and im-
provements in fuel mileage, etc. We declared 
that this situation would never occur again 
in the early 70s with the OPEC slowdown on 
oil production—seems that our collective 
memories are rather short. 

GUSTAF, Moscow. 

All of my family is being hit very hard by 
the gas prices. I do not understand why any-

one would stand against us drilling oil on 
our own land and/or working towards any 
type of energy that would make us self-suffi-
cient against our enemies. I am ready to 
drill here in the U.S. Please support us. An-
other question: why, if we are spending bil-
lions of dollars supporting and rebuilding 
IRAQ, are we not getting some of their oil? 

CINDI. 

As soon as the price of fossil fuels, and the 
electorate’s reaction to it, drives the polit-
ical will in Washington and the rest of the 
world’s capitals to get serious about making 
policy that threatens to bring about the con-
version of our energy paradigm to self-re-
newing, non polluting, less profitable energy 
sources, which are available, simple, plenti-
ful and inexhaustible, look for oil to drop to 
$30 and gasoline prices to drop back below $2/ 
gallon. Through long experience, those who 
put profits above the health and well-being 
of future generations have learned how to 
milk the most possible money out of the 
market without killing the milk cow. The 
reason [some have] always been opposed to 
the REAL emphasis on self-renewing energy 
technologies that is needed to help those 
burgeoning industries get a level playing 
field with the fossil fuels powerhouses is that 
they are [financially connected to the oil, 
gas and coal industries. Recent presidential 
administrations have not set an example, re-
gardless of the party affiliation of the presi-
dent.] And THAT, Senator, is why you now 
have a special email address for remarks 
about fossil fuel prices. Thanks for your con-
cern. Wish it had come many years earlier! 

WILLIAM, Tetonia. 

Thank you for your email information on 
your stand on the economy and its ever- 
increasing price increases. 

I am a business owner and self employed. I 
care for two adult handicapped women and I 
am a co-partner in our painting business 
with my husband. We know that the increase 
of one major product strongly affects all 
products and services, specifically oil and 
electricity. I grew up in Alaska, and lived 
there for 18 years, especially at the time the 
Alaska Pipeline was put in place. My hus-
band worked in the oil fields of Wyoming in 
the early 1980s. We have personally seen the 
expansion and development of natural re-
sources. We now reside in Eastern Idaho. We 
have seen the increased use of wind towers to 
generate wind electricity. Knowing the days 
of wind compared to the days of no wind in 
Eastern Idaho, we appreciate the justifica-
tion of tapping this source of energy. 

I have seen inventions that create more ec-
onomical use of the gasoline powered vehi-
cles, and then the invention is halted, or 
made to disappear, because it gets people too 
good gas mileage. Hydro engines are an ex-
ample, and gasoline engines that get 50 or 
more miles to the gallon. I witnessed the 
electrical price increases every year for the 
last 15 years. While the average citizen just 
has to sit by and take it, I think it is crimi-
nal how those who govern the sources of 
electricity and oil consider their resources a 
priceless commodity, and are encouraged to 
increase the price of them at a drop of a sug-
gestion. It is interesting how we create the 
need and dependency for electricity and oil, 
only to have created a destructive power to 
control the price and supply of the need. 

Sometimes I consider the foresight of our 
forefathers recognizing the impact that 
greed and pride which puts one’s value above 
another, how this concept seems to be the 
ever-increasing normal opinion of control-
ling business, and how they can take advan-
tage of those who contribute to their wealth. 
I believe the answers are already there, the 
solutions of resource and need have already 

been developed, but the pride of those who 
control outweighs the circumstance of finan-
cial availability for the everyday person. 

It is great to acknowledge that gas prices 
went ridiculously high, but the reasons for 
them are at best made to protect those who 
imposed the increases. I am constantly re-
minded of the gas shortage of the late 1970s. 
People lined up, only being allowed to pur-
chase a few dollars of gas to get to work. The 
biggest pretense for the reasoning power be-
hind this was to increase gas prices; there 
was NO shortage then, there is NO shortage 
now. Those who have seen and know the 
process of control understand how a little in-
formation is necessary, but the full puzzle 
pieces kept from being put in place can cre-
ate loopholes and safety nets for those in the 
controlling power of supply and demand. The 
public of America does not know the amount 
of capped off and reserved oil wells drilled 20, 
30 or more years ago, here in America. We, as 
a public, are not informed as to the actual 
amount of oil that truly goes out of Alaska. 
One could surmise to the extent, because of 
the ‘dividend’ cash given to its residents for 
over 20 years now. 

America’s, Idaho citizens see what is really 
going on; we have just been conditioned to 
have the feeling we have no power or say in 
how it goes in our favor. We have been 
taught by the public system that govern-
ment and its process are left to elected offi-
cials; that supply and demand concepts are 
in the control of those with the most mate-
rial wealth and power. 

If our elected officials really want to help 
make a difference, then say what needs to be 
done and the process to make it happen. The 
power of wealth may be strong, but the 
power of numbers may overturn that philos-
ophy one day. History repeats itself often. 
America became America because a re-
pressed people sought to be free of ‘‘tyr-
anny.’’ It is a process of greed and power 
that creates tyranny, and so the process will 
continue until the greed and power of those 
who impose it on others cease. 

I appreciate your time in hearing my 
thoughts on the matter. 

Sincerely, 
ANNETTE. 

We are on fixed income (retired). Our an-
nual income is about $50,000. All our vehicles 
are debt-free, but they are 1999 models. Our 
car gets 31 mpg, and the pickup gets 16 mpg. 
We cannot afford to buy new more energy-ef-
ficient vehicles, so if the auto industry sud-
denly produces a car that gets 40 mpg, we 
cannot afford to buy it. 

We have family in Denver and Alaska. We 
had planned to travel to both places periodi-
cally, but cannot due to the energy prices. 

We do not have a choice to buy our gas at 
a reduction in that all the stations in our 
town are basically at the same rate per gal-
lon (price fixing??). 

Our house cost and household energy costs 
are rather stable at this time so the excess 
funds needed for gas/diesel has to be taken 
from our grocery bill and optional health 
care elections that we may need. 

The rhetoric about how Congress is going 
to fix matters—it is not as simple as waving 
a magic wand. Nothing I have heard thus far 
is immediate unless our Middle East 
‘‘friends’’ decide to be compassionate toward 
a country that has volunteered to free them 
from the enslaving control of dictators. 

We need immediate relief . . . not plati-
tudes about ‘‘plans on the horizon.’’ Unfortu-
nately, no one has made long range energy 
plans and now we are paying for it. 

Congress has succumbed to the environ-
mentalists and has forgotten ‘‘Joe Average 
Citizen.’’ This is my opinion, but neverthe-
less is true. 

ROBERT, Idaho Falls. 
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