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Dcar Mr. Lotkin:
The Commitiee 15 in receipt of your respense of behalf of Represeatative Hilliard,

You have asked the Commiltes 1o identify the awthority weder which it has
requested  information pertasimng o pre-Moember conduct.  The Commiftes asscris
Jurisdiction over pre-Member conduct basad, among other things, on a precedent from the
lagt Conpress im which the Committee voted it had jurisdiction in the Matter of
Representative Waldheltz portainzng to potental discrepancies on her limancizl disclosare
torms both as a candidate and as a Member.

We read the Hinshaw case differently. The Committes in Arashaw elecled to take
no action not because it locked jurisdiction, but rather becanse ol the policy ™o dofor
action until the judicial proceedings have ran their course.” The Committes in Hinshaw
made clear that 1tz conclusion in that case “is based cntirely on the instant set of facts and
in nc way boplies that different circumstances may not call for a diiferent conclusion.™®

The position of this Commillee 15 that it has jurisdiction to investigate allagationg
of miscondnct relating to a successful campaign for electicn to the House, Thiz iz bascd
on Commities precedent as well as the statvtory reguircment for candidates to {ile
{inancial disclosure statements with the Housc. The Committee is directed 10 meview
these forns and wmay send them back to the candidate [or comection if they arc
improperly submited or completed.  We may refer willful noncompliance to the
Depanment of Justzce,  While we do moet have awthordty over ag mdividod [or
disciplinary proceedings while he o she is merely a candidate, we do kave judzdiction
once the ndividual becomes a Member. These financial disclosure forms camnet be
walled off from Babure imyuinies, for 16 de so would be 2bsurd.
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You alse ask for clan{ieation reparding the ability of the Commitiee to seek
information al<nt Yevents pre-dating the thwee Conpgress stapmie of limitation wathout
cither an invesiigalive subeommiltes and & separale [5ic] majortty vots of the Comemittes
to waive the limitation.™

House Rule X, clause He)(ZHAJNE), peovides that the Chairnan and Ranking
Minority Member of the Commiftes may jointly gather additional information ctnceming
the alleped conduct which is the basis of a complzint oc of infermation offercd as a
complaint uniil they have establizhed an mvestigative subcomumities, Car requests to date
fall within the paramelers of our autheonty (o gather additienal information,

You refer to Sceiion (C} of the same mule staling that the Commatles canmot
invesligate any alleged vielation which occurred before the third previons Congress. The
rule goes on to statc that this applies “unless the commitiee determines that the aiteped
vickalion 15 directly related to any alleged viclaliop which oocuered in 2 more rocent
Conpress.” The allegations raised in The [l story with which we are concerned predate
the third previons Congress by a few days bul appear to continue inde more recent
Congresses, Therelore, we bebieve that we bave junsdiction to seek information relating
to the time period prior {0 the third previous Congress.

If the Committee adopted your ratiopale, 11 could investigate this Drpe of aclivity
only after it established an investigative subcommittee. We prefer o gatber facts
ourselves to detennine whelher such a step i1s necessary.

As to your concem about “requests for confidential tax information without @y
allirmative action by a majority of the Comunittes to hvestigate,” the Comumattes does
oot belicwe il sought such infonnation. Please idently the “copfideatial tax information™
to which you arc refemag,

If you have additional questions, ptease condact the Comanittee”s Chief Counsel,
Theodore J. Van Drer Mead, at 235-7103,
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